W ISBECH

TOWN MATTERS
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ISSUE SIX MARCH 2011

The Community Newsletter for Wisbech

Do you need this newsletter in a larger format with bigger print?
Please go to our website www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
or telephone us on 01945 461333
For the 3rd year the Town Council is
organising FREE Rock Music in Wisbech.
This year it will be in Wisbech park again.

Despite the rain last year, over a thousand people turned out and had a great time. As
well as eight great bands on 5 June we’ve organised a fairground. Bring the family,
bring your friends, but mostly bring yourselves. You don’t have to pay to get in, just
turn up and have fun. More photos from last year on www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
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Message from Stuart Murat, Chairman of Wisbech Youth Council
Great news: Councillor David Oliver has opened the doors of the Wisbech Institute to Wisbech Youth
Council in a very generous offer for us to use that magnificent building for meetings and other Youth
activities. David, and my father, Erbie Murat, have really helped us a lot since we first met in the Council
Chamber on 23 September 2008. Happily, David is still working with us since dad stepped aside in
November, and many of the original Youth Council are still with us both as members and as adult advisors
(since they are now over 18 years old). This includes Jess, Michelle, Maxine, Matt and Ryan. Also dad’s
deputy Susanah Farmer has volunteered to take over from dad and help us with meetings and events. The
first of these will be the Club Nite at the Wisbech Institute.

Friday 15 April at 7.30 pm
We hope you will come along to join us and to have a look at the Institute or just meet up
with your friends on the Youth Council. Wisbech Youth Council is open to anyone
between the ages of 11 and 18 who lives, earns, or learns in Wisbech. The only thing we
do ask is that you treat everybody with dignity and respect. This is a forum for everyone.
Wisbech Social Club & Institute was founded by Jonathan Peckover in 1864 as a
community centre where people could go instead of the pub. The ground floor
has a large community hall with a sprung floor, and is available for hire. You can

get to the Institute from Scrimshires Passage (off Hill St). You can
see the Institute’s clock tower from the town centre and Horsefair.
A new place to meet friends, enjoy some refreshments, chill out ........
Wisbech Mayor’s daughters, Alice and Emily Meekins,
hope to join Stuart Murat, and around 30 other senior pupils from
Wisbech Grammar School when they fly to Kenya in the summer of
2012 to help with projects such as building a school. Each young
person has to raise around £3,500 to fund a place on the project.
Stuart has already had a car boot sale before Christmas and a stall at
the Wisbech Christmas Market, raising nearly £500 in total.
He wishes Alice and Emily the all good wishes with their Cake and
Jewellery Tea Party is part of Alice and Emily’s fundraising efforts –
please support them.

Delicious home made cakes and refreshments will be on
sale as well as jewellery by
Alice’s Wonderland – a project
by Alice Meekins.
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DESIGN A LOGO FOR WISBECH
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND

Half Term Activities at
Wisbech Adventure Playground
The Adventure Playground was open every
day except Sunday with staff on site to assist
with the various fun activities on offer:

The winning logo will be used on the
playground itself, and on all promotional
material. The designer of the logo will be
invited to cut the ribbon at the official
opening of the playground in the spring.
Entry forms available from the Oasis
Community and Children’s Centre,
Community House and playground itself,
it can also be downloaded from
www.wisbechadventureplay.net
Closing date, Friday 18th March

Bottle Rockets - Giant Bubbles - Sand Play Den Building - Parachute Games - Chase
Games - Water Woggle - Arts and Crafts
(painting, paper aeroplanes, model making)
- Graffiti Wall – Football – Cricket –
Basketball – Athletics – Skipping

Please keep an eye on the press for
future opening times

The competition will be judged and the
winner notified by the end of March.

900 years of St Peter & St Paul in Wisbech

2011 celebrates the nine hundredth anniversary of the Norman foundation of Church of St.Peter and St.Paul Church,
Wisbech (or St Peter’s, as it is affectionately known). Over the centuries the church has been used for many events,
and continues to be a hub of community activities. The Wisbech Rose Fair was initially established 1963 when local
growers sold rose buds in the church gardens to raise funds for the restoration of the pinnacles on the
church tower, and has since gone from strength to strength. The church continues to take centre stage at this annual,
summer, flower festival which draws local, national and international visitors.
The importance of St Peter’s to the heritage of the town is very well documented and it is always well worth a visit.
However, St. Peter's is not just an historical building; it is very much a 'living' church. As well as its usual weekday and
Sunday services it is a place of education; where the schools within the parish come to learn and experience aspects of
music and art as well as Christian worship. It is a place of entertainment, and has enjoyed many musical performances
over the years, ranging from professional singer Willard White a few years ago, to last year’s performances of Jesus
Christ Superstar by the Wisbech Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society. It is a place to rejoice and also to be still and
reflect. Most of all St. Peter's is your Parish Church, for the people of Wisbech.
As part of its 900th birthday celebration, Father Paul West is planning to stage an exhibition,
hopefully at the end of June, to display photographs/paintings and other artefacts of the church.

If you are able to contribute towards this, please contact him on
01945 580375 (Vicarage) or 01945 582508 (Church Office)
Many Happy Returns to St. Peter's and with the support of the people of Wisbech, we look forward to celebrating
many more years in the future.
Wendy Smith, Church member
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Emily Meekins, Stuart Murat, and Jess Oliver
seen here supporting the Mayor, Cllr Nick
Meekins, at the opening of the Mart Fair on
Friday 4 March 2011.

Also at the Fair were former
Mayors of Wisbech; other
Wisbech Town Councillors;
dignitaries from other towns;
other members of Wisbech
Youth Council; and local
MP Steve Barclay
Photo by Alice Meekins

Read more about Stuart and Emily and her sister Alice on page 2;
and Jess on page 5
St Peter’s Church Hall
and Meeting Rooms

PHOTOGRAPHIC FESTIVAL
The Wisbech Heritage Photographic
Walk will depart from the Wisbech
Tourist Information Centre, next
door to the Main Post Office, on
Monday 23 May at 6.30 pm, and will
return to Octavia Hill’s
Birthplace House 7 South Brink,
Wisbech, at 7.30 pm
The celebration of Wisbech’s
Photographic Heritage will then continue
all week until 29 May.

Available for hire for
meetings, dances, dinners
and club & society events.
For details of charges and available dates
contact the Parish Office 01945 582508
(staffed Thursday & Friday,
answerphone available at other times)
Events in March + April
Car Boot Sales
th

Sat 12 March / Sat 9th April 9AM – 12.30PM

Bingo
th

Monday - 14 March / Monday 11th April
See page 7 of this newsletter for more
information or phone
01945 476358

Come Along!
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The first Monday of each month
St Augustine's Church
Lynn Rd, Wisbech
Doors open 6.30 pm, eyes down 7.30pm

Quiz 'N Chips - Friday
18th March

Taekwon-do at the Hudson in Wisbech
Pictured above are some of the students who graded at the Hudson Leisure Centre in Wisbech on Sunday
6 March 2011. They included Jess Oliver (middle right) who passed her green tag grading, demonstrating
her commitment to the martial art with a high level of skill. Jess, having been one of the founder
members of Wisbech Youth Council is now one of its five Adult Advisors, and her father David Oliver, who
is Leader of Wisbech Town Council and a Fenland District Councillor, works closely with the Youth Council
offering advice and support, and more recently, use of Wisbech Institute, for the Youth Council to use for
events and meetings
Jess graded with many other students with Anthony Carter who is a fifth Dan International Instructor and
examiner in Taekwon-do and a member of the International Taekwon-do and the British Taekwon-do
Federations. His classes at the Hudson are popular with people of all ages, especially since the Hudson
has spent a great deal of money putting in a soundproofed wall to contain the distracting music of the
aerobics classes.
Mr Carter’s Taekwon-do classes are designed so that everyone from absolute beginners to highly
qualified black-belt students can train together and help each other. First lessons are always free just
turn up and join in on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays between 6pm and 7pm, at the Hudson.
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Do you know anyone with alcohol problems, would you like to be able to talk
to them more openly and feel more knowledgeable?
The Cambridgeshire Drug and Alcohol Action Team and Addaction are organising a series of Simple
Information and Brief Advice training in non specialist settings. This training is free of charge and places
will be allocated on a first come first serve basis.
We would like to invite members of the community and those involved with community organisations to
attend this training which is very informal and the information given is ideal for anyone
working/volunteering, or has contact with people within the community.
Many drinkers come into contact with friends, family associates, carers, care workers, health care
professionals and others who are in a position to provide helpful advice or support.

This training is designed to supply you with that information and tools.
Following the training, delegates will be able to use a validated screening tool to identify the level of
drinking for concerned individuals.

Training dates in Wisbech
Friday 25th March 2011
Friday 29th July 2011
Please email us at daat@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or phone 01223 699680 if you are interested.

Alan Brace, assistant to Local MP Stephen Barclay, has been tasked
with helping to improve and develop Wisbech.
Alan has lots of experience working with youth groups and schools.
He was a Chair of Governors at a First School and finished his 33 year career with the
army as a Major.
He is keen to make life chances better for the young people of Wisbech.
Some of the areas he and Steve Barclay will be focusing on are; Arts and Heritage, Sports
and Community Groups, Strategic Plans for Wisbech, Youth Services and Schools and
Transport.
He is keen to help improve local amenities and has organised a meeting with Wisbech
Town Council to start organising campaign and community work
Want to contact your MP?
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA Tel: 020 7219 7117
or
South Fens Business Park, Fenton Way, Chatteris, PE16 6TT Tel: 01354 697808
email: stephen.barclay.mp@parliament.uk
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IT MATTERS TO ADVERTISE HERE
2,500 copies of this A5 magazine are produced and distributed every two months,
plus a copy in full colour appears on www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
Advertising costs: Quarter page = £30.00 : Half page = £50.00 : Full page = £90.00
Community events: We can give you a quarter page advert for just £10.00
Editorial: We are able to publicise your events/meetings/functions free of charge
Please let us have text and pictures (in electronic format if possible) to wisbechtc@aol.com
The copy deadline for the next issue is the 3rd June 2011 - Ring us on 01945 461333
Published by: Wisbech Town Council, 1 North Brink, Wisbech PE13 1JR
Printed by: Print Excell 01945 773353 / 07783943743

What’s On in Wisbech
Send us details to be listed on the Wisbech Town Council
What’s On OUR web page

http://www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk

PHOTOGRAPHIC FESTIVAL
The Wisbech Heritage Photographic Walk at 6.30 on Monday 23 May (page 4)
from the Tourist Information Centre - is only the start of a photographic
extravaganza celebrating Wisbech’s rich heritage in photography.
There will be exhibitions and events throughout the week
From Monday 23 May to Sunday 29 May
Following the Heritage Walk - Octavia Hill’s Birthplace House will be
hosting the official opening of the Wisbech Photographic Club Annual
Exhibition at 7.30 pm
Also throughout the week there will be exhibitions at Peckover House;
Wisbech Institute (Scrimshires Passage off Hill Street); Octavia Hill; the
Pump House at the Castle and Wisbech Town Council Cahmber, celebrating the
work of Samuel Smith; Lillian Ream; and Lee Miller amongst others. 7

CURRENT AND FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Planning Committee – 14 & 28 March, 11 & 26 April, 16 May 6.30pm
Allotments Committee – 14 March 7.30pm
Civic Amenities – 28 March 7.30pm
Finance & General Purposes – Tuesday 3 May 7.30pm
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wisbech Town Annual Assembly
Stop Press: New Date – Monday 9 May 2011
All Parish and Town Councils throughout England are required by law to hold an assembly
each year, so that the Mayor and the Council can report to parishioners. At the annual
assembly Electors have the right to have their say – although the Town Council does pride
itself on having a public participation session at the beginning of all its meetings as part of
its commitment to good practice. Normally this takes place in April but the Mayor has
decided to re-arrange the Assembly to allow the local elections to be held first.
Anyone may attend the Assembly, only such people who are registered as local government
electors for the Wisbech town may ask questions of the Council. These will usually be
answered by the Mayor (who is usually an elected member of Wisbech Town Council), or
the Town Clerk (who is the Council’s Proper Officer and its Responsible Officer in law).
Minutes of the Assembly are kept as a written record. Minutes of the previous meeting are
presented to those attending for their consideration and agreement and may be found on
the Town Council website. The agenda will also be publically available before the meeting.
The Council Chamber is situated on the first floor and access is available via a stair-lift if
required. However, if wheelchair access is required please contact the office on

01945 461333 or
www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk or
write to The Town Clerk, Wisbech Town Council
1 North Brink, Wisbech. PE13 1JR
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VACANCY
WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL ASSETS SUPERVISOR
The Town Council currently has two capital assets: Wisbech Council Chamber and Offices at 1 North
Brink; and many acres of Allotments on several sites. We are looking for someone who will be able to
give ‘caretaking’ supervision and to help with the allocation of allotments. Initially this is for six and a half
hours a week but this may be reviewed in 6 months with the possibility of additional hours becoming
available.
Are you a responsible person? Do you like getting back to the land or gardening? Do you like meeting
people? Are you able to work six and a half hours a week on average? Would you, perhaps, consider
more hours if the opportunity arose? Do you have your own transport? If the answer to these questions
is yes, you may be the person we are looking for.
The duties include: meeting new tenants; measuring plots; dealing with enquiries from tenants; writing
reports; and assisting with maintenance of records - If you are interested, please write to the Town Clerk
with a CV and a covering letter explaining why you feel you are suitable for the post. Please cover all the
elements of the job detailed in this advertisement.
Your pay will start at £6.41 per hour. National terms and conditions for local government apply. For
more details please contact Susanah on 01945 461333, or write to 1 North Brink Wisbech PE13 1JR.
Closing date: 28 April 2011

New Mayor to be selected
This is done annually, and marks the beginning of the new Civic Year
This year the Mayor-making ceremony takes place on Friday 13 May at
12noon - the new Mayor will then take office by declaring his/her
acceptance of office and taking the Oath of allegiance administered by the
Town Clerk, as the Council’s Proper Officer.
This will be followed by the Town Council meeting being adjourned to
reconvene on Monday 16 May 2011 at 7.30pm

Local Elections 5 May 2011

To be a candidate at the
forthcoming election the nomination paper and consent to nomination must
be delivered to the Returning Officer, Fenland Hall, County Road, March,
Cambs, PE15 8NQ by noon on Monday 4 April 2011. See the FDC website for
further details http://www.fenland.gov.uk/ phone 01354 654321
Town Councillors are elected to represent an individual geographical unit on the council,
known as a ward. They are elected by the public and serve four-year terms.
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Wisbech Adventure Playground
Wisbech Town Councillors were given a tour of inspection of the Adventure
Playground on Monday 7th March where they were given a full briefing.
Site drainage - The contractor was on site on Thurs 20th Jan. The ditches have been
drained and the ditch depth has been reduced using excess surface from the car park.
Security - There has been a new security arrangement for the playground starting in late
January with a lock and unlock service as well as patrols during the night.
Playground Development Update - The water and electricity has now been connected to
the barges and handed over to Cambridgeshire County Council from Sutcliffe Play.
Staffing on Site - There are now five members of staff employed. Play sessions are currently
running three times a week timetables are displayed at the gates of the main entrance and
are available to view at: www.wisbechadventureplay.net or phone Reuben on 01223 714755
Planting of trees and Shrubs - As the planting season arrives they are hoping to work with
local children young people and residents to plant trees and shrubs.
Friends - They are looking for friends of the playground. Friends are people who wish to
support the children and young people of the local area and the playground.
Formal opening event - A formal opening event for the playground is planned for the
Spring, details to follow soon!
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ARMED FORCES DAY
26 JUNE 2011
Wisbech Market Place
This is a celebration of our Armed Forces. Armed Forces Day
on 26 June will be an opportunity for the public to say thank
you and recognise the outstanding contribution the Armed
Forces community makes to this country.

This year Wisbech & District RAFA, with the help of the Town Council
and local organisations are aiming for a military spectacular in Wisbech
Market Place on 26 June. If you are involved with a military
organisation, have any vintage vehicles you would like to bring along,
or can volunteer help in any way, please contact the Town Council.
Local cadet units, veterans associations and serving members will be invited to come along
and celebrate the day.
Watch this newsletter or our website for further details...

ALL CARS/VANS WANTED
URGENTLY

ALSO SCRAP, BROKEN DOWN, MOT
FAILURES, WE ARE COUNCIL LICENSED.
ALL DVLA PAPERWORK COMPLETED
WE GIVE A FAST AND FRIENDLY
SERVICE.
WE HAVE TRADED FROM THE VILLAGE
OF EYE FOR 30 YEARS.
Please telephone

01733 222653
or 07762106140 after hours
and ASK FOR RALPH
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FREE CHILDRENS DRAMA CLASS! - Names are now being
taken for a FREE new children's Drama Class starting at the
Rosmini Centre from the 1st of March- places are
limited and are for children aged between 5 and 11. Annie Appleby
will be teaching the group every Tuesday from 5pm til 6pm in the
main hall. She has taught drama for over 15 years and has more than 20
yrs experience of working with television & radio she said, "Drama is a
wonderful aid to teaching children life and communication skills and, not
least, socialising skills. Plus it's downright fun for the students! Drama is
an excellent way to address social issues and enable children to
express their frustrations and confusions - and perhaps help them
to understand and learn to cope with unwelcome situations such as
bullying and even things like having a new sibling or a family bereavement.”
So if you have a child between 5 & 11 years old who wants to have a go, call the
Rosmini Centre on: 01945 474 422 and get his or her name on the list!

Striding out is Kath Nightingale from
Fenland Arts Association who organised
the DUDI crew and other entertainments.
Checking out some of the food
prepared by the volunteers from
the Rosmini Centre is Dawn
Murat, one of many festival Stewards.

The Bring & Share Multi-cultural food, music and dance festival will be on Sunday 7
August in Wisbech Park from 12 pm until 8 pm.
The Rosmini Centre have again have volunteered to cook up a storm and we are planning a great
number of musical and dance extravaganzas for the day – we would really like to hear from you if you
would like to come along and entertain us.

It’s going to be great fun for all the family
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