WISBECH

TOWN MATTERS

FREE

Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year for 2011

Christmas Lights Switch-On
Wisbech Town Council sponsors the Christmas Lights for
Wisbech. The Christmas Lights Switch-On celebrations in
the Market Place take place this year on Friday 3rd
December at 6pm.
Each year for the last three years the Town
Council has improved the Christmas lights by: replacing
antiquated power supply boxes;
replacing thousands of bulbs with LED’s;
paying half the cost of preparing the central plinth in the
market place for the tree and purchasing new lights
including strings of lights along the river.

Welcome to your
bumper,
All-colour,
Online,
Christmas Issue
Find out what’s
on in your
neighbourhood
PECKOVER HOUSE
NORTH BRINK
11-13 December

Members of the Town Council process to the celebrations
from the Council Chamber at 1 North Brink, joined by Vivien
the vintage fire engine, the Christmas Lions, and Father
Christmas on his sleigh.

A Christmas Celebration
at Peckover House.
Selected rooms will be decorated
for Christmas with festive floral
arrangements and Christmas trees.
Music by local choirs and musicians
and mulled wine and mince pies in
the Old Kitchen.
12 noon – 7pm.
Tel: 01945 583463

The Christmas Lights Switch-On is fun for all the family.
Come along.

At 7PM local rock band The Brink live on stage!

Saturday 11 3.30pm
Christmas Carols with
The Clarkson Singers

Samra Fun Zone

ADVERTISING

105 Norfolk St,Wisbech, PE13 2LD
Open 09:00 – 22:00.
We sell phones; computers, accessories and peripherals.

Want to reach the people of Wisbech?
Advertise with us?

Internet café.
Unlock phones £5, change language £5.
Printing, scanning, faxing.

1 Issue – Full Page £140, ½ Page £75, ¼ Page £45,
⅛ Page £25
3 Issues – Full Page £100, ½ Page £55, ¼ Page £35,
⅛ Page £22
6 Issues – Full Page £80, ½ Page £45, ¼ Page £25,
⅛ Page £20

We can order anything for phones or PCs.
01945 738909

Call us on 01945 461 333 for Charity Discounts.

Email: wisbechtc@aol.com

93 Norfolk St, Wisbech, PE13 2LF
01945 584 751
Pick up a Christmas gift at McIntosh’s.
The small shop with the large stock, and
personal friendly service.
We stock Dickies, Castle, Carabou, Mascot, Air
Wair, Mashum, V12’s, Argyll, Hunter, Bullseye,
Dunlop, Lite Air, to name a few.
Safety boots sizes 2-15.

Wisbech Angling
43 Market Place, Wisbech, PE13 1DP
07563573340

Opening Times (winter)
Mon-Sat: 8:45 - 5:00
Sun - Closed

Many Major Brands Stocked!

½ Price Special Offers
2 Carp Rods + Bait Runners + Holdall
Only £69.99

Coarse
Match
Carp

Browning 13 Carp Waggler + Reel + Quality
Holdall
R.R.P £94 – Sale Price £45

Sea
Fly
Fresh Live Bait Stocked.
Frozen Pike and Sea Baits.
Mainline – Dynamite – V.D.E - SENSAS

Browning Pellet Waggler + Holdall
Only £34.99 (R.R.P £74.99)
Quantum Spinning Rods
Complete range in stock
Less than half-price
–only £29.99 (rrp £65.99)

Wisbech blooms in Canada
Wisbech In Bloom have done it again, gaining a 5 Blooms
evaluation in the international Communities In Bloom awards
held in Halifax, Nova Scotia. This was the first time Wisbech has been
entered in these awards and Secretary, Penny Stocks was overjoyed at
the assessment of 92.39%. The report from the judges said:
This attractive English town cherishes its heritage while embracing the challenges and
opportunities the future holds. An alive and vibrant community. Wisbech has many initiatives
underway.
The vitality and enthusiasm of all those involved in Wisbech In Bloom was much praised:
We wish to congratulate the volunteers of the community for the contribution that they provide in
sustaining the quality of life in Wisbech.
There was also a 'special mention' relating to the Octavia Hill 'Our Place' project:
The Our Place project initiated at St Peter's Primary School is a fine
example of a community investing in their future through a
program that focuses on youth awareness of their environment and
the responsibilities that they must share. The work done
throughout the school property and especially in the discovery
garden demonstrates clearly how schoolyards can be transformed
from standard asphalt surfaces to green ecological classroom.
Photo courtesy Wisbech Standard

The Fenland Family History Society was founded in 2001 to promote and encourage the
study of family, local and social history with particular reference to persons having lived
in, or having been associated with, the historical area now known as Fenland.
Fenland comprises the former Isle of Ely, parts of South Lincolnshire and West Norfolk.
The Society also aims to promote and encourage the preservation, security and
accessibility of archival material. We have a strong working relationship with the
Wisbech and Fenland Museum.

Our next meeting is on December 2nd at St Peter's Church Hall in Wisbech.
It is our Social evening with Displays of Photos on Childhood Holidays, a quiz
& a talk by Pete Edwards on Crimes & Misdemeanours & a wine buffet
http://www.fenlandfhs.org.uk

Elgood’s ‘Golden Newt’ in Strangers’ Bar
Beer aficionados met local MP Stephen Barclay at the Houses of Parliament
to try the Newt in its latest habitat. Sadly, the bar had sold out, but new
supplies were soon dispatched.
December 4-5
Elgoods Brewery & Gardens Christmas Special Weekend.
Free entry and Brewery tours, Christmas presents.
Tel: 01945 583160

Come along on Saturday
November 20th till Sunday
28th November and view
the latest collection from
Wisbech Art Club.

29 Market Place
01945 581614
07944767953

WINTER EXHIBITION
With a wide variety of different media pictures will
be on sale in Saint Peters Church Wisbech.
BOTH SATURDAYS 9am - 4pm
SUNDAY 10 am – 4 pm
TO BE HELD IN
ST PETERS CHURCH
WISBECH
PICTURES FOR SALE – ALL MEDIA

Community Car Service
For more information about Wisbech
Community Car service, phone 07541 400 780

Fundraiser, charity event,
community activity?
Have you something to
publicise in our newsletter?
Let us know!
ARTWORK SUCCESS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Local youngsters enter work in an international design
competition. The Saturday Art Club Young Artist group who
meet at Wisbech and Fenland museum, entered designs in a
competition with the clothing label, ‘Acupuncture’. Clothing was
themed around ‘London’ and they produced some great designs
and received great feedback. Beth Keeley, who
entered said, “We designed a T-shirts and shoes for the
Acupuncture competition. We didn’t win but we got some really
good, positive feedback, as well as some funky stickers.” Acupuncture congratulated all of the
young artists and expressed the fact that one of the designs was indeed their favourite through out
the whole competition. They thought that the young people were productive, original, energetic
and innovative individuals.

Christmas
Coffee
Morning
Take a break from Christmas shopping — Come and enjoy a
relaxing cup of tea of coffee with a cake or biscuit at the RAFA
Club, Lynn Road, Wisbech on
Saturday 18 December 2010 11am-1pm

Wisbech Girls Venture Corps wins recognition
At this year’s RAF Association Annual
Conference in Blackpool, Section
Officer, Jessica Oliver collected the Sir
Andrew Humphrey Memorial Trophy
from the RAFA President, Sir Philip
Sturley, in recognition of the Wisbech
GVCAC Unit helping Wisbech RAFA
throughout the year, especially with
the Wings Appeal collections and
events. The Wisbech Unit has won this
trophy three times in four years.
With delegates from all over the
country Jessica also attended the
service on the Sunday morning which
included a fly-past from the Spitfire of
the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.
Wisbech GVCAC meets on Wednesday nights 7pm-9pm every week at the Cadet Centre,
Sandyland Street, Wisbech. Anyone wanting further information should contact Jessica on
07789777480 or 01945 588298
Jessica is also an Adult Advisor and one of the founder members of the Wisbech Youth Council,
and a qualified archery instructor.

YOUNG PEOPLE TO PUBLISH NEW BOOK ABOUT WISBECH
A new book about Wisbech is about to
be published. Young people, calling
themselves The WAPDoG (Wisbech
Adventure Playground Documentary
Group) have been researching the
history of the Spinney in the Waterlees
area, Wisbech and documenting the
new adventure playground which is
being built. They have collected
pictures, photos, drawings, poems,
stories and investigated history to
produce this book and make it their
own.
Brandon Mattless, lead young artist on
the project, said, “I have really enjoyed
this project and meeting different residents of all ages. I hope everyone gets something out of it
and hope that everyone has enjoyed it too." Another member from the group, Bethanie, said that
talking to people from the community has gained her confidence and this will help her in the
future. The young people are very grateful for the support received while creating their book,
which will be available to buy online shortly.
For more information visit www.atelier-east.co.uk

Cllr Nick Meekins with Cllr Keith Sharp, Mayor of Peterborough

MAYOR’S FUNDRAISING
As Mayor of Wisbech I have recently been
raising money for my Charity Fund. The first
event was the Great Eastern Run, a half
marathon held in Peterborough. On an
unseasonably hot day I completed the run in
around two and a half hours.

The second event held was a Ceilidh in St Peter’s Church Hall. This was attended by
ninety people who enjoyed a fine performance of Morris Dancing by the Kings Morris,
who encouraged various Mayors and a USAF Colonel on the dance floor. After which, the
Rusty Relics set feet a-tapping and soon had
the floor full of enthusiastic dancers.
During the interval a massive pumpkin,
generously donated by Mark Eldridge, was
auctioned and purchased by the Mayor of
Thetford. I would like to thank everyone for
their support and generosity at these events.
Cllr Nick Meekins, Mayor of Wisbech.

Wisbech Mayor’s Civic Carol Service
The Mayor of Wisbech, Councillor Nick Meekins
invites you to join him and the Mayoress, Mrs Sara Meekins
at a
Civic Carol Service
to be held at
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Church Terrace, Wisbech
Thursday 9 December at 7pm

Come along and sing your favourite carols

Merry
Christmas
from
Wisbech
Town
Council

Find the words:
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LIGHTS
MERRY
CHRISTMAS
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TREE
STAR
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DECEMBER

Free cookery course in Wisbech
Learn about healthy eating!
Everyone welcome.
Contact Emily on 01945 583133
Could the lives of you and your family be enriched by employing a care-worker to help out at the
busy times of your day, or during school holidays? Would you like to employ a care-worker to care
for your child or be a buddy for your teenager? For more information on employing or becoming a
Care-worker or even delivering training, contact; Rachel Thomas on

07850709446

HORSEFAIR CHRISTMAS NEWS
We’ve been busy preparing for Christmas and
will be extending parking hours in the run up to
the big day. Most of the centre’s stores will open
Sunday from 5th—Sunday 19th December. The
top floor car park will also be open on these
days, creating an additional 196 spaces, parking
will be free all day and no time restrictions will
apply.
Horse Fair manager, Kevin Smith said: “The extended Sunday
parking times will give our shoppers an opportunity to take
their time to do their shopping in the run up leading to
Christmas.” On Saturdays, 4th,11th & 18th December; March
Brass 2000 Band , Spalding Brass Band & Manea Silver Band
will entertain shoppers.

St. Augustine‟s Church and Parish Centre
St.Augustine‟s Road, Wisbech
– tel: (01945) 585595
Christmas Events

Grand Christmas Bingo –
Monday, 6th December 2010
Doors open 6:30pm, eyes
down 7:30pm.
Christmas Tree Festival –
Friday, 10th December to Sunday, 12th December 2010 inclusive, opening daily 10am
See our splendid display in
Church, with the festival culminating with a Christingle
Service at 4pm on Sunday.
Festive Fayre - Saturday, 11th
December 2010 from 10.30am
Craft stalls, competitions, refreshments and you may
even catch a glimpse of Father Christmas himself!
Followed by “
Bell Folk” Traditional Hand
Bell ringers – Saturday, 11th
December 2010 starting at
6.30pm tickets £5 adults, £2.50
child, and available from
Church or Muriel on 467809
Tickets include mince pies
and drink.

Special Christmas Services

Christingle – Sunday, 12th December 2010
Starting at 4pm this Service
will be led by the „Breakout!
Outreach Choirs of St
Augustine‟s‟.
Nine Lessons & Carols – Sunday, 19th December 2010
T his service will begin at
6:30pm.
Nativity Crib Service –
Christmas Eve 5pm
With the Children of
„Breakout! Outreach Choirs‟.
Midnight Mass – Christmas
Eve
This service will begin at
11:30pm.
Christmas Day Eucharist –
This will begin at 10am, and
is a Said Service.

We look forward
to welcoming you!

Myth Busting
When you hear the word council, what do you think of? The truth is there are three
layers of council in Wisbech; County (10,000 employees); Fenland (600 employees);
Wisbech Town Council (5 employees).
To cap it all Wisbech Town Council has a tiny budget (£200,00 per annum) compared to
the others. We do not get any of your business rates and we only get £27.00 a year (avg)
from your council tax precept, all of which is spent for Wisbech
We are the local council and we contribute £25,000 towards CCTV, £14,000 towards
Christmas lights and £26,000 towards grants and special projects. We have produced
30,000 new town guides; 4 issues of this new newsletter; 4 festivals over 2 years; an
increase in office operating hours; an increase in staff capacity; and acquired nearly 70
acres of allotments—the list of tangible developments are extensive and we believe
exceptional value for money. In addition, we have a new comprehensive website and
computer system.
Cllr David Oliver, Leader of Wisbech Town Council

Honour for Richard

Past Mayor of Wisbech Richard Barnwell
has added to his distinguished career
by becoming the
Cambridgeshire High Sheriff for 2011.
The Ceremony of the Nomination of High Sheriffs
took place on Friday 12 November 2010 Court at
The Royal Courts of Justice in London.
Richard was Mayor of Wisbech in 2000 and is also
a Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire. A
High Sheriff is the Sovereign's judicial
representative in the county, while the Lord
Lieutenant is the Sovereign's personal
representative. During their year, High Sheriffs
actively lend support and encouragement to local
charities and organisations.

Find out about Wisbech
www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk

WISBECH TOWN FULL COUNCIL AND
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
FOR DECEMBER 2010
AND JANUARY 2011
Meetings of Wisbech Town Council
and its Committees are open for the
public and Press to attend. There are
up to 15 minutes to put comments
and/or questions to members. If a
question is to be asked please let the
Clerk know before-hand, as time may
be needed to give an informed
response.
13th Dec .... Planning .... 6.30pm
13th Dec .... Full Council ... 7.30pm
10th Jan ..... Planning .... 6.30pm
17th Jan . Civic Amenities . 6.30pm
24th Jan .... Planning .... 6.30pm
Happy Christmas and New Year from all
the Councillors and staff
of Wisbech Town Council
Please note: Town Council offices will be
closed 12 noon Christmas Eve
until 3rd January 2011

