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The Community Newsletter for Wisbech

Welcome to the Summer edition of the
Wisbech Town Council newsletter.
A big THANK YOU to everyone involved for another successful
Rose Fair bringing sunshine and smiles to Wisbech.

We now have a bit of rain just to freshen the plants up for
In Bloom judging.
What a wonderful effort (as always) from the wonderful
In Bloom volunteers.
Hopefully the sun will return for two events being held in Wisbech in August.
On 3 August there will be an event commemorating the Great War, and Wisbech Rock
Festival returns to Wisbech Park on 10 August with a great line up (see back cover)
September sees Heritage Open days (11th to 14th) look out for local events.
Would you like to be involved in Wisbech Town Council community events? Get in
touch and come along to Festivals meetings – it is now the countdown to Christmas!

Wisbech Community Car Scheme
The car scheme can be used by those who would otherwise be unable to get to medical
appointments, shopping and other services and to keep in touch with relatives and
friends. Journeys are provided by voluntary drivers and are booked through a
coordinator. Passengers pay a contribution to the cost of the journey. For more
information or to book a journey, call the coordinator on 07541 400780. There are
schemes covering all villages and towns in Fenland. For more information contact Sue
Beel at Care Network on 01945 589953.

Wisbech Town Council
Annual Report 2013-2014
Mayor of Wisbech 2014-2015
Councillor Michael Hill was voted in as Mayor of Wisbech 2014-2015, and was sworn in at
the annual Mayor-Making ceremony held on Friday 16 May 2014.
Councillor Hill was very proud to be elected to this
office and looks forward to representing Wisbech
during the forthcoming year.
His Mayoress is Mrs Jane Hill.

The Deputy Mayor for 2014-2015 is
Councillor David Hodgson.
The Office of the Mayor attends
some 300 plus engagements in the
Civic year, commencing with the
Mayor Making ceremony in May.
If you wish the Mayor to attend any
functions, please contact the Town
Council, in writing (post or email) giving date, time and details of the event. During the year
the Mayor holds many events to raise money for a variety of local charities.
Message from Outgoing Mayor, Councillor Samantha Hoy:
I would like to ask the council and the public to support Michael in his role as Mayor. It will
be a busy year for him and I hope those that were not whole hearted in their support for me
last year will be better this year, Michael should get support from all councillors not just
ones from the Conservative and Labour party. Let us all get behind Michael and give him our
undivided support and loyalty so he can have a successful year. We need him to be a strong,
positive figurehead for our town, please give him your help to do this. Thank you

A review of her civic year by the Outgoing Mayor, Cllr Miss Samantha Hoy
I have had an interesting year as Mayor. I have seen so many wonderful organisations in the
town. The local organisations we have in Wisbech are often unsung heroes of our town,
working tirelessly behind the scenes. I was proud to go along and visit them and support
them. Having raised over £1600, at my At Home I distributed this to local groups. I would
like to thank Tesco for the help they gave me in fundraising.

Cllr Samantha Hoy meeting a deputation from Arles and members of Wisbech Arles Twinning Club
for Wisbech Arts Festival and the 50th anniversary of the Twinning.

The town had another wonderful Rose Fair, two wonderful festivals organised by this
council and a great Christmas lights switch on as well as many other amazing events, all
showing what is wonderful about Wisbech.
I have continued throughout the year to be amazed at how many awe inspiring people and
groups there are here in Wisbech, all helping the community and keen to be positive about
the town. We need this, we need this positivity as too many people are too quick to be
negative about our town and it is so destructive. Mayors from other towns came for the
Mayor’s Walk of the Wisbech Arts Festival and they saw an auction at Clifford Cross, the
Rose and Crown, The Luxe, The Angles and many other wonderful places. The Mayors had
nothing but praise and wonder for what they saw, the Dickens manuscript in the town
library almost brought the Deputy Mayoress of another town to tears as she felt so lucky to
have seen something so wonderful. At the end of the tour the Chairman of Norfolk County
Council approached me and said that she was so amazed by what she had seen in our town,
and described the tour as “one of the highlights of her year”. What wonderful comments
about our little town.
I also feel that the town is on the up, despite what some say. Many big names are starting to
invest in us and I think this is a good sign, they must think we are worth investing in and see
that the future looks promising.
All of these things have contributed to a wonderful year, but my year as Mayor wouldn’t
have been possible without my family and friends who have often gone out of their way to
help me, and I am very grateful to them and James as my consort, he has always been there
to support me and I have been proud to have him by my side.

Report from Cllr David Oliver, Leader of Wisbech Town Council
I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their support during a
difficult year; having said that we have many positives to be pleased
with. This year Wisbech Town Council has continued to maintain the
operation of the Market Place with a healthy take up of new Market
Traders, whilst still retaining most of the original traders from when
we took over ownership of the Market Place.
We also continue to provide, maintain and run the toilets in both the Park and Exchange
square for the people of Wisbech. Over the next few months I hope to bring plans forward
for discussion and consultation around the redevelopment of the Market Place but more of
that soon. This council can be proud that it's been able to put on two very successful
festivals and a Christmas Lights Switch On to remember.
Many organisations have benefited from our small grants scheme. Wisbech has also seen
significant investment and after many years we finally have a multi-screen cinema which I
think many people thought would not happen. I really do think Wisbech is turning the
corner and is seriously being looked at for more investment.
This year saw Cllr Samantha Hoy as the town Mayor. She should be proud of her year’s
achievements, everybody I spoke to said she was an excellent Ambassador for this council
and for Wisbech. Cllr Hoy's leadership of the festival committee ensured three very
successful events in Wisbech and something she should be pleased with.
Finally I would like to thank our staff for their sterling work in what has been a difficult year.
Financial Report 2013-2014 - Precept
The primary source of income for Wisbech Town Council is the Precept, which is a local tax
collected by Fenland District Council on behalf of the Parish of Wisbech and is a part of your
annual Council Tax bill.
This money is required to run the Town Council and pay to maintain and improve the
facilities, activities and services provided. It is the operational cost difference between
expected expenditure and income in any one year.
Due to changes in government funding and the introduction of the Local Council Tax
Support Scheme, the precept in Wisbech reduced for 2013-2014. Members agreed a nil
increase to the precept requirement for 2014-2015, this again gives a reduction in the
precept for 2014-2015.
The precept for 2014-2015 is £203,133. This equates to £34.88 per Band D household per
year or 67p per week.
Wisbech market place hosts a bustling market with stalls selling a selection of goods and local
produce. Various traders on site Monday to Saturday
Do you want a market pitch? Get in touch.
We welcome goods or services to complement our market.
The market place is closed to traffic on Thursdays and Saturdays.
One hour FREE parking on the south side at other times (a ticket must be obtained)

TOILETS

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2013-2014
INCOME

BUDGET
2013/2014

31/03/2014

RATES

1241.09

MAINTENANCE

1053.00

UTILITIES

389.46

CLEANSING
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT
ADMIN FEES

6564.08

ALLOTMENT KEYS

20.00

5.00

7000.00

6589.08

203133.00

203133.00

MARKET PLACE
RENTS

54900.00

67392.72

CHAMBER HIRE

200.00

50.00

PRECEPT

EQUIPMENT

0.00

FEES

0.00
17378.03
60000.00

62967.52

RATES

6500.00

5659.50

MAINTENANCE

2500.00

2360.94

UTILITIES

5200.00

1908.51

EQUIPMENT

2500.00

3448.13

COUNCIL

GRANTS

46067.00

46067.00

INTEREST

1000.00

841.49

SECURITY FIRE

ADVERTISING

1500.00

210.00

CCTV

DONATIONS
REIMBURSEMENTS

0.00

332.53

7000.00

9828.07

VAT

3000.00

19742.10

323800.00

354185.99

TOTAL

EXPENDITURE

BUDGET
2013/2014

31/03/2014

14694.48

FEES

180.00
1000.00

662.15

25000.00

25000.00

GRIT BINS

1000.00

190.00

ALLOTMENTS

4500.00

5071.75

PENSIONS

21000.00

18076.91

SALARIES

65000.00

61406.20

TAX NI

29000.00

18350.50

GRANTS

5250.00

5250.00

FESTIVAL ROCK

4000.00

3818.95

4000.00
14000.00

3601.66
11898.59

28550.00

16075.00

STAFF

MAINTENANCE

4557.21

FESTIVAL
CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL PROJECT
GRANTS

UTILITIES

2093.15

ADMINISTRATION

6500.00

9351.24

DDA

1000.00

771.16

10200.00

10887.90

MARKET PLACE
RATES

STREET CLEANSING

11539.50

23564.48

INSURANCE

PARKING

198.00

MAYOR/CIVIC

7500.00

3786.49

EQUIPMENT

221.84

DUTY/LEGAL

2000.00

17454.95

FEES

180.00

TRAINING

3000.00

1398.33

600.00

400.00

3000.00

17727.25

ADMIN

3235.31

PETTY CASH
VAT

IMPROVEMENTS
45589.49

RESERVES
TOTAL

10000.00
323800.00

307703.63

Wisbech Town Council contact details
You may contact council officers or members at the Council Chamber
Wisbech Town Council, Council Chamber, 1 North Brink, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 1JR
Tel: 01945 461333 email wisbechtc@aol.com Website: www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
Office hours 9.00am – 3.00pm Monday to Friday inclusive
Find us on Twitter and Facebook
Cllr Mrs CR (Carol) Cox
Cllr Mrs Cox is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Clarkson Ward

33 Bowthorpe Road
Wisbech PE13 2DX
01945 465588

Clarkson

Cllr Mrs VM (Viv) MacRae

12 Bowthorpe Road
Wisbech PE13 2DX
01945 489602

Clarkson

Cllr Miss S (Samantha) Hoy
Cllr Miss Hoy is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Hill Ward

Cllr SJ (Stephen) Brunton

Cllr Ms M (Michelle) Tanfield
Cllr D (David) Hodgson
Cllr Hodgson is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Staithe Ward
Cllr Hodgson is Deputy Mayor of
Wisbech Town Council for civic year
2014-2015
Cllr R (Robert) McLaren

Cllr DR (David) Patrick
Cllr Patrick is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Kirkgate Ward

7 Sybil Road
Wisbech PE13 3NG
01945 466387

Hill

7 Railway Road
Wisbech PE13 2QA
01945 476269

Hill

86 Elm Road
Wisbech
PE13 2TB
07908707129

Hill

Whitehaven
141 Elm Low Road
Wisbech PE14 0DF
01945 465126

66 Kirkgate Street
Walsoken
Wisbech PE13 3QZ
01945 474270
12 Limes Avenue
Elm
Wisbech PE14 0BS
01945 861334

Hill

Kirkgate

Kirkgate

Cllr JR (Jonathan) Farmer
Cllr Farmer is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Medworth Ward

Cllr M (Michael) Hill
Cllr Hill is Mayor of Wisbech Town
Council for civic year 2014-2015

Cllr S (Steve) Tierney

Cllr DC (David) Oliver
Cllr Oliver is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Peckover Ward
Cllr Oliver is Leader of Wisbech Town
Council for civic year 2014-2015
Cllr GP (Garry) Tibbs

Cllr R (Reginald) Mee

Cllr MG (Michael) Bucknor
Cllr Bucknor is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Waterlees Ward
Cllr Mrs VM (Virginia) Bucknor
Cllr Mrs Bucknor is also a Fenland
District Councillor for Waterlees Ward

Cllr R (Ray) Griffin

Cllr DA (David) Wheeler

18 South Brink
Wisbech PE13 1JQ
01945 580239

Medworth

Melrose Villa
23 Alexandra Road
Wisbech PE13 1HS
01945 584971

Medworth

6 Alexandra Road
Wisbech PE13 1HQ
07831616127

Peckover

39 West Parade
Wisbech PE13 1QB
01945 587437

Peckover

258 Norwich Road
Wisbech PE13 3UT

46 Clarkson Avenue
Wisbech PE13 2EH
01945 465132
11 St Martin’s Road
Wisbech PE13 3EX
01945 584207
11 St Martin’s Road
Wisbech PE13 3EX
01945 584207
53 Waterlees Road
Wisbech PE13 3PG
01945 463164

86 Mount Pleasant Road
Wisbech PE13 3LH
01945 464386

Staithe

Staithe

Waterlees

Waterlees

Waterlees

Waterlees

Your council meets regularly at the Council Chamber, 1 North Brink. Council and Committee
Meetings are usually held on Mondays in the Council Chamber. Meetings dates may change due
to unforeseen circumstances, please look at the Agendas page for up-to-date information. If
further meetings are held details will be put on the website and noticeboards.
All meeting agendas are published at least 3 clear days before meeting is held - on the website
www. wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
or on the notice board outside 1 North Brink, Wisbech PE13 1JR
FORTHCOMING WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR 2014-2015
(dates of all meetings can be found on the website)
Full Council Meetings
Monday 11 August 2014
Monday 8 September 2014
Monday 13 October 2014
Monday 10 November 2014
Monday 8 December 2014
Resources Committee - Quarterly
Monday 27 October 2014
Allotments Committee
Monday 23 February 2015
Market Place Committee
Monday 26 August 2014
Monday 22 December 2014
Civic Amenities and Mayors Charity Fund
Committee
Monday 5 January 2015
Staff and Policy Committee
Monday 6 October 2014
Planning Committee – Two meetings per
month (2nd & 4th Monday)
Monday 11 August 2014
Tuesday 26 August 2014
Monday 8 September 2014
Monday 22 September 2014
Monday 13 October 2014
Monday 27 October 2014
Monday 10 November 2014
Monday 24 November 2014
Monday 8 December 2014
Monday 22 December 2014

NEWS - Wisbech Town Council
welcomes its new Clerk, Terry Jordan.
He brings a wealth of local government
experience to Wisbech Town Council,
having worked in local government for
almost 37 years.

Council officers
Deputy Clerk: Mrs Susanah Farmer
Asset/Allotment/Market Supervisor:
Mr Michael South
Administration Assistant:
Mrs Tracy Bidwell-Hazell
Town Beadle: Mr Alister Hopkins

WISBECH TOWN
MATTERS ...
... is produced and distributed free through
local retailers and community facilities every
three months, plus a copy is posted on
Wisbech Town Council’s website.
If you have any events or items you would
like us to consider publishing please let us
have text and pictures (in electronic format
if possible) to wisbechtc@aol.com

Care workers required - Be rewarded every day
Care UK is looking for dedicated Care Workers to
offer support to people in their own homes in
Wisbech, March, Chatteris, Whittlesey &
surrounding areas. No experience necessary,
however own transport essential. In return we
offer:
 Competitive hourly rates & mileage
allowance
 Full training to diploma level II .........
 Flexible hours to suit your needs
 28 days paid holiday per year
 Free uniforms & PPE
 CRB paid
Please call Amanda Gilgil on 07501 224 345 or
email: Amanda.gilgil@careuk.com
www.careuk.com/careers All appointments are
subject to full enhanced disclosure
Care UK is an equal opportunity employer
St Leonard’s Leverington
Monthly Church Market/Table Top Sale
To book a table please call 01945 475097.
There is a charge of £3 per table, and
donations at your discretion would be most
welcome.
The bookshop and coffee shop will also be
available so come along and enjoy a coffee
while you browse.
Next date – Saturday 6 September 2014

Looking for an event, group or activity?





Wisbech Town Council What’s On
Fenland District Council Tourism
Cambridgeshire.net

www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
www.visitcambridgeshirefens.org
www.cambridgeshire.net
Take a look on Twitter and
Facebook for local groups - keep
in touch and have your say

Carers Away Day
Do you care for someone?
A carer is a person of any age – adult or child
– who provides unpaid support to a partner,
child, relative or friend, who could not
manage without this help.
Cambridgeshire’s Carers Away Day 2014 is
being held on Friday 3rd October from 10am
to 4pm at the Marriott Hotel in Huntingdon.
This free annual event provides carers with
an opportunity to meet other carers and
share your stories and experience; take part
in informal discussion groups with expert
speakers, relax, get creative and have fun by
taking part in a range of afternoon activities,
and to visit the marketplace of information
and advice stands.
Places are limited so please book early to
avoid disappointment.
Contact the Carers Support Team on 01480
377616 or by emailing:
CarersSupportTeam@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Lunch and refreshments are provided.
**There may be support for carers to attend
the event so please ask for any assistance
you might need to enable you to come.
For more information about the day visit
www.cambridgeshire.net

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
THE fire service needs volunteers!
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service Community Champions scheme has been running for two
years and now more volunteers are being recruited.
The Champions promote fire safety in their communities by attending local events to promote fire safety,
talk to local groups and organisations, and also refer vulnerable people to CFRS for home fire safety
visits.
So could you help your community stay fire safe?
Find out more by contacting Rachael Brown on 01353 865037 or email
Rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk.
BARBECUE SAFETY: The sun has finally arrived so I’m sure some residents will enjoy a tasty barbecue
– but all barbecues can get out of control if care is not taken. Follow our top tips for a safe barbecue:
 Place your barbecues on level ground where it will not tip over.
 Site barbecues away from sheds, fences, overhanging foliage and the house.
 Keep children and garden games well away from the cooking area.
 Never leave barbecues unattended.
 When cooking is finished, ensure the barbecue is cool before moving it
 NEVER pour petrol or other highly flammable liquids over any barbecue.
For more advice about coal or gas barbecue safety, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk/firesafety.
Find us on Facebook and Twitter: @cambsfrs

Cambsfrs

A Word From Your Local MP Steve Barclay
Securing funding for facilities in Wisbech continues to be a priority, with money secured in the last
couple of months to keep the night shelter open, build two new tennis courts and to launch an
innovative Arts Project, all in Wisbech.
Following a shortfall in funding experienced by the Ferry Project, which thought it would have to
close the night shelter in Wisbech, I wrote to the Housing Minister Kris Hopkins to ask if the
Government could help. I subsequently met with the Minister to explain the importance of the
night shelter and am delighted that £44,000 has now been secured from the Government,
together with money from Fenland District Council, to ensure that the Ferry Project night shelter
in Wisbech remains open.
Wisbech Tennis Club are celebrating after the National Lottery announced it was serving up a
£50,000 grant to provide floodlit all-weather courts. After two previous bids were turned down, I
held a debate in Parliament and met with the Sports Minister and the Lawn Tennis Association to
raise my concerns that rural sports clubs were not receiving adequate funding. Wisbech Tennis
Club was making do with grass courts and no lights, which meant play was curtailed for most of
the winter months. This new grant will enable the club to create two floodlit all-weather courts,
hopefully with a state-of-the-art clay surface, which will then enable play all year round.
I have also been campaigning for better arts provision in Fenland since I was first elected. I have
held ministerial meetings, raised the issue in Parliament and lobbied Arts Council England on the
lack of arts funding for this area, and the poor provision of arts in Fenland. I was utterly shocked,
when I started to investigate, to discover that our area had received no arts funding in the three
years before 2010 and that there was a general acceptance that the area had little arts
provision. Father Paul West of St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church in Wisbech, who is himself an artist,
has worked tirelessly to ensure an innovative scheme to be run by Aid & Abet, a Cambridge-based
art organisation, was successful. This is an exciting project that has national recognition thanks to
the Arts Council backing and it will open up opportunities for further grants in the future, and
potentially a new use for the Wisbech Institute.
TREAT ME LOCAL CAMPAIGN
Too many patients currently have to travel from Fenland for
treatment in hospitals rather than accessing that care in the
home or at their local GP surgery. This costs more in travel and
parking, is often tiring, and makes it harder for family and friends
to attend. Working closely with local GPs and backed by both
local newspapers, The Cambs Times and the Fenland Citizen, I
have launched a health community campaign to secure more
localised treatment. This identifies 10 issues we can and should
get delivered within the next 12 months. I am asking residents to
register their support by signing the Parliamentary Petition so we
can show the demand for change at www.treatmelocal.net
To find out more about my work in Parliament and campaigns locally, or to let me know your
views, please visit my website at www.stevebarclay.net. Alternatively you can follow me on twitter
at @stevebarclaymp or like me on facebook at www.facebook.com/stevebarclaymp

Wisbech

‘Capital of the Fens’

twinned with

