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The annual Wisbech Mart Fair is coming to town.
Everything will be up and running on Friday 1st March 2013
when the Fair will be officially opened at 6pm by Councillor
Mrs. Vivien MacRae, Mayor of Wisbech and members of
Wisbech Town Council.
The civic party will be met by Showmen’s Guild Eastern Region
President, John Thurston, and the showmen, before enjoying
the thrills and spills of the Fair.

The fair will be in Chapel Road Car Park
and also on the Market Place
Friday 1 March to Saturday 9 March
Open 6pm on weekdays, 2pm on
Saturdays (closed Sunday)

Come along and join the fun

WISBECH YOUTH COUNCIL
Have you any ideas for
discussion?
Do you want to become a member?
Wisbech Youth Council is open to any young person between the ages of 11 and 18,
who lives, earns or learns in the town of Wisbech – get involved.
http://www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk/youth.html
Wisbech Town Matters is produced and published by Paradigm Publishing www.paradigmpublishing.co.uk

... to everyone who supported the
Christmas Lights Switch-on
Especially Angie Nixon and the Wisbech Town Team for their
organisation, fabulous stage set, and electronic wizardry ; and The
Angles Theatre (shown below);

Also, to the Wisbech Lions for assisting Father Christmas; George Dunlop and the Vivien Fire
Engine Trust; Cllr David Oliver and his family for the sheer hard graft; the other town
councillors who were involved; Fenland Electrical; and Venni transport for the ‘stage’.
It was a fantastic day and a job well done ...
... and the thank you includes YOU who turned out in
such great numbers to enjoy the fun, fairground,
entertainments and free mince pies.
Wisbech Town Council will endeavour to continue
improvements to Christmas Lights in Wisbech and
the Christmas tree in the Market Place.

And WELL DONE
Wisbech CHRISTMAS MARKET
Organised by Fenland District Council in partnership with Fenland
Arts Association; Wisbech Town Council; Horse Fair management;
Wisbech Lions; the Wisbech Institute; the Christmas Markets
Committee; and the fantastic entertainers, including Victorian
strollers, vintage cyclists; reindeer and much more.

2012 WAS AN EXCELLENT
YEAR.
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Wisbech Town Centre
Too often people complain about the power of Tesco and other supermarkets, or the paucity of “good
shops” in our towns. But every one of us has power to keep our local shopping centres alive and thriving.
All we need to do is Use Them!
(1) Consider Keeping It Local.
When you need something – why not buy it from a local shop instead of the internet, a large supermarket,
or out of town? Of course, some things cannot be sourced easily in town, but if they can then the
campaign simply asks people to consider doing so.
(2) Enjoy Yourself.
Next time you’ve got a free hour or two, why not take a trip into town?
Have a look around. Talk to some people. Browse the shops. Visit the Luxe cinema or the Angles theatre.
Browse the bookstore. Enjoy a beer. Buy lots of things for 99p. Hire a tuxedo. Get your laptop
fixed. Upgrade your mobile phone. Peruse wedding dresses. Have a slice of cake and a cuppa. Stock up
on dressmaking supplies. Explore a charity store. Try some Eastern European delicacies. Hire a washing
machine. Get a key cut before you lose the last one and wish you’d done it sooner. Treat yourself to a fine
cut of meat. Buy your partner some flowers. Get the toy for your eight-year-old. Get your hair cut. Get
your nails painted. Stock up on toiletries. Have fish and chips. Or an ice cream. Buy a new guitar and
learn to play. Hire some DVDs. Or if you don’t have a brass farthing to your name, just take a walk in the
memorial gardens, or the town park, or St. Peter’s Church Gardens and enjoy the fresh air. You might be
surprised how much fun you can have – and how much there is to do, see and buy. Walk, bus, or car –
most parking is free.

Located in the very centre of the town with excellent road and transport
links, the Horsefair Shopping Centre offers a wide range of outlets to
meet all your shopping needs. From the weekly supermarket shop to
fashion, to something for a special occasion, the Horsefair Shopping
Centre has 26 retail units to cater for all requirements and budgets and
many are open 7 days a week

Wisbech Market
Wisbech Market Place is a bustling place with
stalls selling a variety of goods and local produce
during the week, from the regular to the exotic.
Market Days are Thursdays and Saturdays - but various
traders are on site throughout the week.
There is one hour FREE parking on the south side of the
market place most days (a ticket must be obtained). The
Market Place is closed to all traffic on Thursdays and
Saturdays (through town traffic via Hill Street and High Street one-way only).
The north side of the Market Place (Horsefair side)
is pedestrianised at all times – no vehicles.
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A Community TV studio has been set up in Wisbech Library by the team
and fully supported by Wisbech Town Council. Community groups,
councillors and members of the community can go along to sessions and
either be interviewed or take in their own footage to be edited. All films
will be uploaded to both the Popcorn TV web channel and the Shape Your
Place website.
News stories could be about general news, politics, local events, sport,
science, history, arts & entertainment.
If you'd like to participate you can either:
Ÿ book a studio slot at one of the sessions to be interviewed or
Ÿ contact us to have a reporter come out and film on site
Studio Sessions at Wisbech Library
Launch date: Tuesday, 11th December
Studio sessions: Tuesday, 22nd January
Tuesday, 5th February
Tuesday, 19th February
Tuesday, 5th March
Tuesday, 19th March
Tuesday, 2nd April
All studio sessions run from 3pm to 7pm and studio slots are 30 minutes long. After editing all final
interviews will be a maximum of three minutes in length. Contact Marian Savill to book a studio slot or for
further information by email to marian@20twentyproductions.co.uk or by phone on 07837698821
www.popcornartsandmedia.com

On My Honour …
The Mayor was pleased to welcome
the 3rd St Augustine’s Cubs to the
Council Chamber which became the
special setting for the pledge of the
latest member of the pack.
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www.shapeyourplace.org

Registered Childminders in Wisbech
Choosing the best childcare for your child and family is one of the most important decisions you
will make. Registered childminders in Wisbech can offer childcare within a home environment and
ensure children take part in local events within the Wisbech area.
Registered childminders care for a limited number of children, making it easier to give children
individual attention and can cater to their individual needs. As they live locally, your children can
still be a part of their local community. Some childminders can collect or drop a child off at
school/nursery, so that you don’t need to worry.
Ÿ Registered Childminders need to be registered
with OFSTED
Ÿ Pass a police check, along with every member
of their household who is over 16
Ÿ Have a health check
Ÿ Meet all Safeguarding and Welfare
Requirements
Ÿ Have their home and garden inspected
regularly
Ÿ Hold a current First Aid certificate
Ÿ Have completed an introductory course prior to
registration
Ÿ Work with the Early Years Foundation Stage
Ÿ Be registered as a Food Premises with the
local council if they are providing food
Ÿ Commit to continuing professional
development
Ÿ Be a reflective practitioner by completing the Local Authority’s Quality Framework
Registered childminders in Wisbech have a wealth of experience between them. If you are a
parent, looking for childcare and would like some more information or are interested in becoming
a Registered Childminder, please call Kerrie Johnstone on 01733 351768 or e-mail
kerrie.johnstone@ncma.org.uk or visit the Childcare Information Service website,
/www.familiesandchildcare.org.uk
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Artist in Residence
Local Artist Linda Bulkeley from Terrington
St John was invited to be the first and is
indeed the current Artist in Residence at the
College of West Anglia, Isle Campus,
Wisbech. Linda’s solo exhibition will be on
show during the months of January and
February 2013, with Fine Art Students
joining her from February 22nd with their
work titled ‘Diversity’.

What a Relief
Linda’s exhibition themed ‘What a Relief’ will be on display at Octavia View, South Brink in Wisbech
from Friday 11 January until the 1st March. Opening times are Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm and
Saturdays 10am - 4pm. Access is via Somers Road.

Keeping warm this winter
melanie.murdoch@ageukcambridgeshire.org.uk
Free Energy Efficiency Assessments
Age UK Cambridgeshire has received funds from the Department of Health to enable us to carry out
assessments at the homes of residents aged 60 years or over within Cambridgeshire to determine if
measures can be put in place to make homes warmer and reduce energy costs.
Our assessors may recommend certain measures such as draught excluders, radiator panels,
nightlights, manual socket timers and hot water cylinder jackets to name but a few.
The service is completely free and for more information, please call 01354 696650 or 01480 700205.
Shopping Service
Funding has been received from Wilkinson’s and the Department of Health
to enable us to continue running our online shopping service.
The service is for Cambridgeshire residents, aged 60 and over who are
unable to, or may have difficulty in doing their grocery shopping. Many
supermarkets now offer online shopping but unless you have a computer
you cannot take advantage of this convenient service.
Orders can be placed over the phone to our shopping service and we will make all the arrangements,
and arrange delivery to your home. There is no commitment to shop every week.
Age UK Cambridgeshire makes no charge for this service but supermarket charges for delivery may vary.
Enquires and orders can be taken from Monday-Friday between 9-12 noon on 01354 696650.
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Cambridgshire constabulary working hard
Operation ANGLIAN has been organised to conduct speeding checks over the
winter period to deter and prosecute drink drivers in and around the Wisbech
district.
Operation PHEASANT has been set up to deal with Houses of Multiple
Occupancy (HMO’s) in the Wisbech area. It is suspected that there are
currently approximately 700 HMO’s in the Wisbech area, and it is believed that
this high number is due to a variety of organised fraudulent scams, tax
avoidance and exploitation of persons. The intention and aim of the operation
is to use a multi agency approach to tackle an identified address in order to
identify possible offences, possible offenders, and to safeguard potential
victims. Further intelligence is required to gain a more comprehensive picture
of where these HMO’s are, how they are being run and who by.
SHED BURGLARIES AND OIL TANKS - Many rural areas have oil tanks for heating, and with winter
here, most of us are filling these to prepare for the cold weather. Try to make sure your tanks are
well secured and padlocked, if you don’t already have one then think of installing a security sensor
light.
Shed burglaries are often targeted for tools and garden equipment, and can be made secure by
fitting more secure bolts with tamper resistant screws. Consider lining the shed with sheets of ply
wood that make entry much more difficult, and fitting a shed alarm that can be purchased from most
DIY stores.
STREET DRINKING - With the Designated Public Places Order (DPPO) in place for four years now, they
have been tackling drink related anti-social behaviour and will be continuing to deter street drinking
this winter.
Is SPEEDING a problem in your area? If you feel there is a real concern to the safety of the community
due to speeding then why not sign up to our speedwatch operation to help put a stop to this in your
road. We can provide full training and equipment for this but we lack one vital part to assist us at the
moment and that’s YOU! We have a tripod speed camera sign that displays the speed to the motorist
and volunteers will be taking details of speeding motorists that we put into our police national
computer to send a letter to the motorist about there speeding. We also use this data to provide
officers with an accurate picture of where speeding is occurring most often and deploy uniformed
officers with speed guns who can prosecute speeding motorists. So why not become a part of
something special and sign up to Speedwatch this Winter! Contact
andrew.bush@cambs.pnn.police.uk or steve.staniforth@cambs.pnn.police.uk or by calling 101
Extension 3753 and leave a message and we will get back in touch to arrange a training day,
You can contact your neighbourhood policing team directly
by ringing your neighbourhood team on 101.
In an emergency, when a life is in danger or there is a risk of violence or serious injury or when a
serious crime is being committed please call 999. For all non-emergencies, general enquiries and to
report crime please call 101. To give information anonymously about crime, please call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 http://www.cambs-police.co.uk/crimeprevention/nhw/
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Wisbech & District Neigbourhood Policing Team
Robin Sissons - Sector Inspector
Welcome to the Wisbech & District Neighbourhood Policing Team.
We are committed to making your neighbourhood a safer place to
live in, work in and visit.
Alan Boughen
Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant
Let us know what concerns or issues you have.
Email wisbech.npt@cambs.pnn.police.uk or alternatively you can call us on 101.

Shaun Mitchell
Constable

Andy Bush
PCSO

Lisa Mann
PCSO

Adam Pearce
Constable

Martin Bogunovic
PCSO

Sue Clarke
PCSO

Wisbech murder: appeal for information
Police are appealing for information in relation to the murder of
Una Crown, who was found dead at her home in Magazine Lane,
Wisbech on Sunday morning (January 13). Police are urging anyone
who knows anything about this brutal crime to come forward and
tell them immediately.
Ÿ Were you in the Magazine Lane area over the weekend and
did you see anything suspicious?
Ÿ Are you aware of someone who smelt of smoke on Saturday
night or Sunday afternoon?
Ÿ Is someone you know acting suspiciously or have you
overheard anything that may be significant?
Ÿ Did you notice anyone hanging about in the general area?
Anyone with any information (it doesn’t matter how small)
should call the Major Crime Unit on 101,
pop into any police station,
or tell any police officer they see about.
Alternatively, they can call Crimestoppers, anonymously,
on 0800

555 111

Dan Thomas
PCSO

Donna Thompson
PCSO

Michelle Poulter
PCSO

Terry McCormack
PCSO
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Silver Medal for Body Art
Wisbech’s College of West Anglia media make-up student Amanda
Hughes claimed the silver medal in the WorldSkills UK
competition finals held in Birmingham towards the end of 2012.
Over 500 people took part in 61 WorldSkills UK National
Competitions. The competitors secured a place in the WorldSkills
UK competitions after competing in regional heats throughout
the UK earlier this year in which Amanda gained 1st place.
The competition theme was 'Hollywood’ the golden age and the
students had to apply bald caps, prosthetics, make-up and body
paint to the entire model in just 4 hours. Any costumes or
prosthetics used had to be hand-made by the student before the
competition.
Amanda scooped silver with her amazing interpretation. "I have
been completely taken over by body painting and have finally
found my true passion. I dream of it and wake up excited to paint!
I
have the skills and imagination to take my designs to the next
level. I had a truly fantastic time at the WorldSkills and the
response from the crowds was overwhelming. To win Silver at the event is amazing and it has given me
such a confidence boost and I’m looking forward to my future career”, said Amanda.

Banish New Year Blues with a
Pamper Day
Hair and beauty students at the College of West Anglia, Isle campus are offering the public a range of
treatments at a special New Year New You pamper day from 10am - 3pm on Wednesday 30th January
Wednesday 27th February, Tuesday 12 March, Wednesday 27 March. The day will offer visitors a
choice of 3 beauty treatments in the morning with a light buffet lunch followed by a hair treatment in
the afternoon all for an affordable £17.50.
The hair and beauty treatments offered include:
· Full facial
· Manicure
· Pedicure
· Deluxe conditioning treatment with a shampoo set or blow dry (A cut or trim will be available
at no extra charge)
If you would like to attend please book your place with Louise Wright on direct dial 01945 468314,
Ext 8663.
Our salon offers a range of top quality hair and beauty treatments during the day at affordable prices.
Our facility is staffed by students from the college who are trained to the highest professional
standards with tutors on hand at all times. Call 01945 468314 to make an appointment or visit the
college web site for further details www.cwa.ac.uk.
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Coach Boost for Heritage Railway
The Bramley Line Heritage Railway Trust is appealing for more local people with woodworking skills
to help with the restoration of a Victorian railway coach that operated on the Bramley Line at the
end of the 19th century.
The coach, built in Peterborough in 1876, has
been in a Fenland back garden for many decades.
It is the aim of the Trust to restore the coach to
full working order so it can carry passengers on
the Bramley Line again.
The kind offer of the coach from the owner has
been a big boost to members of the Trust who
are also busy developing the old sidings area at
Waldersea into a Heritage Railway Centre where we can store and display rolling stock. Interest in
seeing the Bramley Line re-open is growing around East Anglia.
Thanks to some generous donations, and offers of help, the Trust now needs to raise less than £300
to get the coach transported to a secure site where restoration work can begin. We have had some
offers of help with the restoration work too but would welcome more volunteers from the Wisbech area.
Anyone interested in helping with the restoration of the coach or the development of the Heritage
Centre can contact us on 07951 769180. Donations can be sent to Bramley Line Heritage Railway
Trust, ‘Coach Restoration Appeal’, Waldersea Depot, Long Drove, Friday Bridge, Wisbech PE14 0NP.

Live Entertainment with a Twist of Faith
Friday 1st February 2013Alan Vibes (Singer)
Friday 1st March 2013Lozi B (Singer/Songwriter)
Friday 5th April 2013Bob Bell (Country Music Singer)
Octavia’s Café,
South Brink, Wisbech, PE13 1JQ
(access via Somers Road)
7pm – FREE entry
www.afterhourslive.org.uk
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An exciting multimedia project aimed at young people aged 13-19 years Click! Wisbech
Captured will launch in January 2013 at Wisbech Library. The project will explore the past,
document the present and encourage young people to create a new archive which will
culminate in an online exhibition for future generations to enjoy.
ADeC’s Project Manager Zoe Davidson who is delivering the project said, Click! Wisbech
Captured will give young people the chance to lead the project, working alongside a
professional photographer and sound artist, whilst learning new media skills and exploring
their own heritage. Working with old and new cameras young people will take photographs
of Wisbech through their eyes; they will also produce an audio recording that represents
living in Wisbech. I can’t wait to see what they produce!’
The first session will take place at Wisbech Library on Saturday 12 January 10-1pm. To book
a place on this project, sign up at Wisbech Library, or for more information contact Zoe
Davidson zoe.davidson@adec.org.uk or 01353 611592. You can read more about the
project on the ADeC’s website www.adec.org.uk
‘Arts Alive in Fenland’ is publicly funded by the Arts Council England. Key partners include Cambridgeshire County
Council, volunteer run Library Friends groups and CS3, a consortium of arts, sports and cultural organisations.

Arts Alive in Libraries
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Wisbech Town Council
CONTACT DETAILS
Mr E (Erbie) Murat
Mr Murat is the Town Clerk for Wisbech and
the Council’s Proper Officer and Responsible
Financial Officer

Name
Cllr Mrs CR (Carol) Cox
Cllr Mrs Cox is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Clarkson Ward

Cllr Mrs VM (Viv) MacRae
Cllr Mrs MacRae is Town Mayor for civic year
2012-2013

Council Chamber
1 North Brink
Wisbech, PE13 1JR
01945 461333

Contact Details
33 Bowthorpe Road
Wisbech PE13 2DX

Town Clerk

Ward

Clarkson

01945 465588
Haverholme
12 Bowthorpe Road
Wisbech PE13 2DX

Clarkson

01945 489602
Cllr Miss S (Samantha) Hoy
Cllr Miss Hoy is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Hill Ward and Cambridgeshire
County Councillor for Wisbech North Ward
Cllr Hoy is Deputy Mayor of Wisbech for civic
year 2012-2013

Cllr SJ (Stephen) Brunton

7 Sybil Road
Wisbech PE13 3NG

Hill

01945 466387

7 Railway Road
Wisbech PE13 2QA

Hill

01945 476269

Cllr Ms M (Michelle) Tanfield

86 Elm Road
Wisbech
PE13 2TB

Hill

07908 707129

Cllr D (David) Hodgson
Cllr Hodgson is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Staithe Ward

Whitehaven
141 Elm Low Road
Wisbech PE14 0DF

Hill

01945 465126

Cllr R (Robert) McLaren

66 Kirkgate Street
Walsoken
Wisbech PE13 3QZ

Kirkgate

01945 474270

Cllr DR (David) Patrick
Cllr Patrick is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Kirkgate Ward

12 Limes Avenue
Elm
Wisbech PE14 0BS
01945 861334
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Kirkgate

Name
Cllr JR (Jonathan) Farmer
Cllr Farmer is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Medworth Ward

Cllr M (Michael) Hill

Contact Details
18 South Brink
Wisbech PE13 1JQ

Ward

Medworth

01945 580239
Melrose Villa
23 Alexandra Road
Wisbech PE13 1HS

Medworth

01945 584971

Cllr S (Steve) Tierney
Cllr Tierney is also a Cambridgeshire County
Councillor for Roman Bank and Peckover
Ward

Cllr DC (David) Oliver
Cllr Oliver is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Peckover Ward
Cllr Oliver is Leader of Wisbech Town Council
for civic year 2012-2013

Cllr GP (Garry) Tibbs

6 Alexandra Road
Wisbech PE13 1HQ

Peckover

07831 616127

39 West Parade
Wisbech PE13 1QB

Peckover

01945 587437

258 Norwich Road
Wisbech PE13 3UT

Staithe

07500 558031

Cllr R (Reginald) Mee

46 Clarkson Avenue
Wisbech PE13 2EH

Staithe

01945 465132

Cllr MG (Michael) Bucknor
Cllr Bucknor is also a Fenland District
Councillor for Waterlees Ward

Cllr Mrs VM (Virginia) Bucknor
Cllr Mrs Bucknor is also a Fenland
District Councillor for Waterlees Ward

Cllr R (Ray) Griffin

11 St Martin’s Road
Wisbech PE13 3EX

Waterlees

01945 584207

11 St Martin’s Road
Wisbech PE13 3EX

Waterlees

01945 584207

53 Waterlees Road
Wisbech PE13 3PG

Waterlees

01945 463164

Cllr DA (David) Wheeler

86 Mount Pleasant Road
Wisbech PE13 3LH

Waterlees

01945 464386
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Wisbech has many events held during the year involving the Town Council. These include:
Armed Forces Day; Armistice and Remembrance; Rose Fair; Wisbech Rock Festival;
Wisbech Multi-cultural Festival; the Mart and Statute Fairs; Wisbech In Bloom/Allotments
Presentation Evening; the Civic Service; and the Wisbech Christmas Market.
Watch the Press or our website for details.

Wisbech Town Council
Your council meets regularly at the Council Chamber, 1 North Brink.
Agendas are published on the website www. wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
or on the notice board outside 1 North Brink, Wisbech PE13 1JR or tel: 01945 461333.

WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR 2013
Dates of
meetings

Planning

28 January 2013

Full
Council

7.30pm

25 February 2013

6.30pm

4 March 2013

Resources

Market
Place

7.30pm
FREEDOM FOR
RICHARD
BARNWELL
7.30pm

18 March 2013

6.30pm

8 April 2013

7.30pm

7.30pm

15 April 2013

7.30pm
7.30pm

17 May 2013
20 May 2013
28 May 2013
NB: Tuesday

Civic
Amenities

7.30pm

4 February 2013

29 April 2013

Allotments

6.30pm

Mayor Making
12 noon
Annual Meeting
7.30pm
Annual Assembly
7.30pm

If further meetings are held details will be put on the website and noticeboards.
All meeting agendas are published at least 3 clear days before meeting is held.
Please note that members of the public have up to 15 minutes at the beginning of meetings to put comments and/or
questions to the Council/Committee. The Chairman may allow a similar arrangement at Extraordinary Meetings.
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3,000 copies of this A5 magazine are produced and distributed free through local retailers and
community facilities every three months, plus a copy is posted on Wisbech Town Council’s website
free of charge www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk
If you have any events or items you would like us to consider publishing please let us have text and
pictures (in electronic format if possible) to wisbechtc@aol.com as soon as possible.
Where possible we do ask for a small contribution towards the cost, which we are happy to discuss.
If you are a statutory body or a profit-making organisation we would ask you to consider our
advertising rates to cover our printing costs.

Advertising space available from £30,
please call to discuss your needs.
Contact Erbie Murat, Town Clerk, Wisbech Town Council. 1 North Brink. Wisbech PE13 1JR

Give us a call on 01945 461333

Join Anthony Carter for a free
Taekwon-do lesson at the Hudson
GAIN - Self-esteem; Self-discipline; Self-control; Self- defence;
and Self-confidence.
Make the most of your SELF & learn a healthy, enjoyable new skill at the
Hudson Leisure Centre, Wisbech
on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays
between 6pm and 7pm
The first lesson is always free – just come along in something comfortable to try it out
If you enjoy the first lesson you may join
us for one, two or three lessons a week –
it’s up to you – at £4.00 a lesson
Everyone is welcome to join this Olympic
sport - the youngest student is five and the
oldest is well over 50. The Carter Schools
of Taekwon-do are great supporters of the
Wisbech Bring & Share Festival each year.
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New Boxing Club for Wisbech
Money has been donated by charities, individuals,
Fenland District Council and Wisbech Town
Council to help get Waterlees Boxing Club up and
running. The facility, near the Boathouse, now
has gym flooring, training equipment and a
boxing ring.
NE Cambs MP Steve Barclay, the club’s honorary
president, was joined by Councillor Alan Melton,
district council leader, Councillor Viv MacRae,
Mayor of Wisbech, and a series of other
dignitaries for an open evening.
Councillor Virginia Bucknor, who has helped establish the club with her husband, Councillor Michael
Bucknor, and new club chairman Bob Lawrence, said the event was a “resounding success”. “There is still
more to do - we’re looking for funds to complete the changing room and shower and we need more
equipment.”
Former boxing star Simon Lee started training young competitors at Waterlees more than a year ago as a
way of “getting kids off the street and giving them something to do”. The club is open Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday evenings 6pm – 9pm.
The club is now looking for another trainer and some volunteers to help out on reception for a couple of
hours every week. Anyone interested should contact Virginia Bucknor on 01945 584207.

Looking forward to Spring? Fancy growing your own?
Wisbech Town Council maintains several allotment sites in and
around Wisbech.
Plots of varying sizes are available according to
requirements, with varying rents.
If you wish to register an interest in an allotment in Wisbech,
please ask for an application form or see our website
http://www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk/AllotmentsInfo.html

If you are interested in joining please contact
the Secretary Mr Chris Coward
65 Wisteria Road Walsoken Wisbech PE13 3RH
01945 585601
chrispcoward@aol.com
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For local and tourist
Information - Events - Services
Wisbech Town Mayor’s

Bring & Buy
Book Sale

Wisbech Town Mayor
Cllr Viv MacRae
Presents
An evening with

Sue Welfare

Local writer & author
Followed by a
Cheese & Wine Supper

Saturday 9th March 2013
12noon to 4pm

Saturday 9th March 2013

At
Wisbech Town Council Chamber
1 North Brink

7pm to 10.30pm
At
Wisbech Town Council Chamber

Refreshments available

Tickets £10 per person
Available from
Wisbech Information Centre,
4 Post Office Lane - 01945 4058
or
Wisbech Town Council,
1 North Brink - 01945 461333

Raffle
All proceeds to
Wisbech Mayors Charities Fund
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New credit union will provide a safe way
to save and borrow
A new credit union is being set up in Wisbech in a move designed to make it easier
for people to save money and obtain small loans. Wisbech Savers is a new branch of
the Rainbow Saver Anglia Credit Union. Credit unions are cooperatives run by
members for the benefit of its
members. They provide an
alternative to banks, building
societies, doorstep lenders
and payday loan companies.
They offer safe savings accounts, small loans at reasonable
interest rates and free life assurance. All money paid into
members' accounts is protected by the Government's
Financial Services Compensation Scheme.
Wisbech Savers will be able to offer a "lock it away for Christmas account", budgeting accounts and a
pay-as-you-go Visa Debit card. It is being backed by Fenland District Council, with strong support
from Wisbech councillors. Roddons Housing Association is also supporting the service by
recommending it to its 7,500 residents.
Once new members have paid in for 13 weeks they will be able to apply for low interest loans - for
example, a £300 loan repaid at £9 per week for 37 weeks will cost about £30 in interest. People can
open an account even if they have been refused one from a bank and they can even open a savings
account for their children.
Councillor David Oliver, FDC's portfolio holder responsible for Wisbech affairs, said: "In these very
tough times many people are finding it hard to make ends meet and it is all too easy for them to fall
victim to loan sharks and others charging exorbitant rates of interest. This offers a safe alternative."
Wisbech Savers has also gained the support of local Fenland District Councillors Simon King, David
Hodgson and Michael and Virginia Bucknor. Cllrs King and
Hodgson are among 30 volunteers who will help to run it. All
the volunteers are due to receive training over the next
couple of weeks.
They will man a number of "collection points" around the
town where people will be able to open accounts. Paying into
an account will be easy, either with a paypoint card or by
visiting one of the collection points. Aigars Balsevics, another
of the volunteers, said: “This will be very good in helping
people to save money and stopping them from having to go to
loan sharks and other moneylenders. “There are so many
people who live in HMOs [houses of multiple occupation], for
example, who can’t get bank accounts, so for them it is very important. I feel very passionate about
supporting this.”
• For more details, call Ross McGivern, senior community support officer at FDC, on 01354 654321 or
e-mail rmcgivern@fenland.gov.uk or Annette Houghton at Fenland Volunteer Centre on 01945
582192, e-mail office@fenlandvc.org.uk
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The High Sheriff’s Award Scheme
A High Sheriff is appointed by Her Majesty at a meeting of the Privy Council, for
one year. The office of High Sheriff is over 1,000 years old and the key elements of
the role are supporting those who administer law and order in the county.
It is an apolitical role, undertaken on a voluntary basis, at no cost to the public
purse and so is well suited to lending support and encouragement to charities,
community groups and voluntary services.
High Sheriffs take on a personal responsibility for fundraising throughout their year in office. The
money raised is used to support community projects through the High Sheriff’s Award Scheme which
was set up in Cambridgeshire over 10 years ago.
Applications for 2012-13 are now closed. Applications for a 2013-14 award will be invited in the summer of 2013. http://www.cambscf.org.uk/high-sheriff.html

Grants for Youth Groups
The Fenland Youth District Council (YDC) has approved
another series of grants to local groups from its £10,000
funding programme this year.
Groups benefiting include:
Ÿ March Amateur Boxing Club to help purchase new
equipment and to help fund a gala night to showcase local
talent.
Ÿ Wisbech-based Families Having Fun group to help buy various items of equipment and for day
trips for the group.
Ÿ March, Chatteris and Rural Youth Board to help fund the anti-bullying awareness sessions to be
held in Neale-Wade Community College, Cromwell Community College and Manea Youth Club.
Ÿ Young People March for an educational trip to Whipsnade Zoo.
Ÿ Wisbech Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Group to run a pilot project to offer support to teenagers
aged 15 - 19 who have issues surrounding their sexuality.
The latest grants total £4,250. The YDC still has a limited amount of money left to distribute this year,
so any groups needing funds should get their applications in as soon as possible.
For details on how to apply, go to www.fenland.gov.uk/article/3184/Youth-District-Council-Grants or
contact Ross McGivern on 01354 654321 (e-mail: r.mcgivern@fenland.gov.uk)
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