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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
15 and 18 May 2015 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
Friday 15 May 2015 (12 noon) 

 
Present: Councillors Brunton, Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Hill, Hodgson, Miss Hoy, Human, 
Miss Kumalane, Lay, Mrs Lay, McLaren, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tibbs and  
Tierney. 
 
Apologies: None. 
 
In attendance: Mrs J Hill, Mrs J Hodgson, Mrs B Oliver, Mrs T Bidwell-Hazell, Mrs S Farmer, Mr T 
Jordan, Mr A Hopkins, Father David Addington, Mrs MaryAnn Addington, Father Paul West and 
guests of the Mayor elect (including a party of visitors from Arles). 
 
Members and guests were seated in the Council Chamber to await the Mayoral party, which entered 
the Chamber at 12 noon. 
 
On taking his seat, the outgoing Mayor of Wisbech, Councillor Hill, called upon the Mayor’s 
Chaplain, Father Paul West, to say prayers. 
 
The outgoing Mayor thanked Father Paul West and opened the meeting. The outgoing Mayor 
welcomed the five new members of Wisbech Town Council, elected on 7 May 2015, to their first 
meeting of the council. 
 
1/15   Election of Chairman of the Town Council (to be known as Town Mayor) for the 

municipal year 2015/16 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Hill, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
MacRae, and there being no other nominations, that Councillor Hodgson be elected as Chairman of 
Wisbech Town Council and Mayor of Wisbech for the municipal year 2015/16 and that he paid an 
annual allowance of £3,100 in relation to the performance of that role. 

 
The Mayor read and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. He paid tribute to the outgoing 
Mayor, Councillor Hill, and presented the outgoing Mayor and Mayoress, Mrs J Hill, with Past Mayor 
and Mayoress badges. 
 
2/15 Election of Deputy Chairman of the Town Council (to be known as Deputy Town Mayor) 

for the municipal year 2015/16 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor Miss Hoy, and 
there being no other nominations, that Councillor Tibbs be elected as Vice-Chairman of Wisbech 
Town Council and Deputy Mayor of Wisbech for the municipal year 2015/16 and that he be entitled 
to claim the travelling allowance agreed by council.  
 
3/15   Adjournment of the meeting until 7.30 pm on 18 May 2015 
 
Members decided, unanimously, that the Annual Meeting of Wisbech Town Council be adjourned (at 
12.40 pm) until 7.30 pm on Monday 18 May 2015. 
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Monday 18 May 2015 (7.30 pm) 
 
Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Brunton, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Hoy, Human, Miss Kumalane, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, 
Schooling, Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney.  
 
Apologies: Councillors Hill and McLaren. 
  
4/15   Appointment of Leader of the Town Council for the municipal year 2015/16 
 
Members considered the appointment of a Leader of the Town Council; to work with the Mayor and 
the Clerk’s Office and to attend regular management meetings. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Mrs Cox, seconded by Councillor Mrs MacRae, that 
Councillor Oliver be appointed as Leader of Wisbech Town Council for the municipal year 2015/16. 
 
5/15   Signatories to bank accounts 
 
Members considered authorising a number of councillors to act in the capacity as signatories to 
Wisbech Town Council’s bank accounts. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Brunton, that the 
signatories to Wisbech Town Council’s bank accounts be those councillors appointed to the 
positions of Chairman of the Council (Town Mayor), Vice-Chairman of the Council (Deputy Town 
Mayor), Leader of the Council and the Chairman of the Resources Committee. 
 
6/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary  
 
No officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting. 
 
The Clerk informed members that a new Sector Inspector for Fenland had taken up post with effect 
from today. The Clerk had invited him to attend this meeting to introduce himself to the members of 
Wisbech Town Council; unfortunately, the new Sector Inspector, Will Davis, had a prior commitment 
for this evening but he would endeavour to attend either the Annual Assembly (on 26 May) or 22 
June meeting of this council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
7/15   Fenland District Council 
 
Although no officer representative of Fenland District Council was present at the meeting, the Clerk 
had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, Section 106 Planning 
Obligations details and that council’s Streets Ahead newsletter.  
 
Members decided the information reported be noted and that the Clerk would forward the e-mail and 
attachments from Fenland District Council to all members of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
8/15   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
Councillor Tierney enquired as to whether the Town Council had received any response from the 
Local Highway Authority (LHA) yet in relation to the issues that he had raised at minute 135/14. 
 
With the consent of the Mayor, Councillor Lay (who is also a member of Cambridgeshire County 
Council) reported that an officer of the Local Highway Authority had met recently with a 
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representative of Tesco Stores to discuss the possibility of laying double yellow lines to prevent the 
parking of vehicles in the vicinity of the Wisbech store. 
 
In addition, Councillor Tierney mentioned the poor condition of the footways on West Street. The 
Clerk undertook to refer the matter to the relevant officer at the Local Highway Authority. 
 
The Clerk informed members that the Wisbech Freedom Bridge Retaining Wall scheme, which had 
been delivered jointly by the Bridges Team and the Highways and Design Team at Cambridgeshire 
County Council, had won the Best Infrastructure award at the East of England Royal Institute of 
Chartered Surveyors Awards ceremony held on 6 May 2015. He added that the final phase of this 
scheme, to install a cathodic protection system (to extend the longevity of the steel sheet piled 
retaining walls), would be undertaken during the summer/autumn of this year. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that the Clerk would seek to obtain information 
from the Local Highway authority in relation to its proposal to address the issues which had been 
raised by Councillor Tierney at minute 135/14. 
 
9/15   Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 13 April 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Mrs Bucknor, 
that the minutes of the Town Council meeting of 13 April 2015 be confirmed and signed. 
 
10/15   Minutes of committees  
 
Members received the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting of the Town 
Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 13 April 2015 
(2) Resources Committee of 27 April 2015 
(3) Planning Committee of 27 April 2015. 

 
With regard to minutes R21/14 and R22/14 of the Resources Committee, Councillor Mrs Bucknor 
expressed her thanks to the committee for awarding funding to the Wisbech Flood Wardens Group 
and the Refuge project. 

 
Members decided that the contents of these minutes, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
11/15   Membership of Committees for 2015/16  
 
Members considered the appointment of members to the following committees of the council for the 
municipal year 2015/16: 
 

 Resources Committee 

 Planning Committee 

 Allotments Committee 

 Civic Amenities and Mayor’s Charity Fund Committee 

 Market Place Management Committee 

 Staffing and Policy Committee. 
 

Members decided that the membership of these committees be as printed on the list circulated by 
the Clerk, subject to the minor changes to membership requested by Councillors Mrs Bucknor and 
Lay (in relation to the committees to which they had been nominated); the Clerk would produce and 
publish an updated list of committees accordingly. 
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12/15   Annual Report  
 
The Clerk reported that the council’s Annual Report is in the course of preparation and would be 
ready for circulation at the Annual Assembly which takes place on 26 May 2015 in the Council 
Chamber. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
13/15   Dates of meetings for 2015/16 
 
Members considered setting the dates of meetings of the town council and its committees for 
2015/16.  The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, a schedule of proposed 
dates for that municipal year. 
 
Members decided that the dates of the meetings of the town council and its committees for 2015/16 
be as proposed in the list produced by the Clerk. 
 
14/15   General Power of Competence 
 
Members considered adoption of the General Power of Competence. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, a briefing paper on the General 
Power of Competence; this included details of:  
 
a) the legislative background to the power  - Sections 1 to 8 of the Localism Act 2011 
b) what the power allows councils to do - “anything that individuals generally may do” 
c) the risks and restrictions limiting use of the General Power of Competence – restrictions would 

include the duty to: 

 act with regard to crime and disorder 

 consider conserving biodiversity 

 provide allotments if there is a demand for such 

 act within relevant law and regulations, relating to issues such as: Health and Safety, company 
law (if it wishes to trade), employment legislation and the law relating to local council 
governance. 

d) how the General Power of Competence (GPC) relates to Section 137 of the Local Government 
Act 1972 – a council which adopts the GPC no longer needs to use Section 137 as a power for 
taking action for the benefit of its community 

e) the eligibility criteria for a council to adopt the General Power of Competence. 
 

With regard to e) above, a council must resolve to use the power, record the decision in its minutes, 
and renew that resolution at the annual meeting following each ordinary election (every four years). 
At the time of the resolution, the council must have both a qualified clerk (possessing, for example, 
the Certificate in Local Council Administration) and at least two-thirds of the members of the council 
must have been elected (and not co-opted) to the council. 
 
Given that all of its eighteen members had been elected to the council on 7 May 2015 and that its 
Clerk possesses the Certificate in Local Council Administration, Wisbech Town Council Council 
meets the eligibility criteria for adoption of the General Power of Competence. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor 
Oliver, that the General Power of Competence be adopted by Wisbech Town Council. 
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15/15   Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils 
  
Members considered the invitation from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local 
Councils (CAPALC) for Wisbech Town Council to become a member of the association, at a cost of 
£1,343.02 for the municipal year 2015/16. 

 
The Clerk outlined briefly the information provided by CAPALC as to the benefits of a local council 
being a member of the association and reminded members that Wisbech Town Council had not 
been a member of CAPALC for the last three municipal years, on the basis that members had not 
been convinced that such membership provided good value for money. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that, in addition to such membership not providing value for 
money, she has concerns regarding the accuracy and quality of the advice supplied by CAPALC. 
She mentioned the fact that the Employment Tribunal in relation to the former Town Clerk (minute 
139/14 (1) refers) had been critical of the personnel advice upon which the council had relied in 
dealing with the suspension and dismissal of the former Clerk; that advice had been provided by 
CAPALC. 

 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Mrs Bucknor, seconded by Councillor 
Tibbs, that, on the basis they are still not convinced that such membership provides good value for 
money, Wisbech Town Council would not become a member of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Association of Local Councils for the municipal year 2015/16. 
 
16/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
Councillor Oliver, Leader of the Council, congratulated both those councillors who had been re-
elected to membership of Wisbech Town Council and those had become members of the council for 
the first time as a result of the local elections held on 7 May 2015. 
 
The Leader of the Council referred to some of the achievements during the previous term of 
Wisbech Town Council, including operating successful Markets (with the recent addition of a Sunday 
Market) and expressed the hope for continued success over the term of the new council. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor asked the Leader of the Council for clarification in relation to the provisions 
of Standing Order 42 (b), which reads: “The council may appoint persons other than members of the 
council to any committee”. She enquired as to whether, in such circumstances, those persons who 
were not members of the council would be entitled to vote at meetings of the committee; she 
expressed the opinion that it would not be appropriate for those who had not been elected to 
membership of Wisbech Town Council to be able to vote on town council business. 
 
The Leader of the Council responded that he supported the opinion of Councillor Mrs Bucknor and, 
consequently, suggested that appropriate wording be added to Standing Order 42 to make it clear 
that only those members of the committee who had been elected to membership of Wisbech Town 
Council would have voting rights. 
 
Councillor Lay commented upon the current difficulty that would be experienced by wheelchair users 
in accessing the Town Hall (because of the steps leading to the entrance door) and enquired of the 
council’s arrangements for assisting disabled persons’ exit from the building in the event of a fire. In 
response, The Leader of the Council made the point that The Clerk is already in the process of 
acquiring a temporary ramp for providing the necessary access arrangements for wheelchair users 
and that he would review the council’s Fire Safety Plan to ensure that it remains fit for purpose. 
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Members decided 
 
(1)  that the comments of the Leader be noted; 

 
(2)  unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Mrs Bucknor, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that the 

Clerk would add wording to Standing Order 42 to make it clear that only those members of a 
committee who had been elected to membership of Wisbech Town Council would have voting 
rights. 

 
17/15   Representation on outside bodies 
 
Members considered the appointment of representatives of Wisbech Town Council to outside 
bodies. 
 
Members decided that the appointments to outside bodies be as set out in the appendix to these 
minutes. 
 
18/15   Correspondence 
 
(1) Wisbech Interfaith Forum 

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Wisbech Interfaith Forum expressing its 
appreciation of the financial support provided by the council (minute R21/14 refers). 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(2) Wisbech Music Society 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Wisbech Music Society expressing its appreciation 
of the financial support provided by the council (minute R21/14 refers). 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 

 
(3) Freedom of Wisbech 

 
Further to minute 154/14, the Clerk read to members an e-mail from Mr Malcolm Moss, in which 
he had informed the council of dates when he would be available to attend a Special Meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council during either May or June 2015. 
 
Members decided that the content of the e-mail be noted and that the Clerk would arrange a 
Special Meeting of Wisbech Town Council, following consultation with members as to their 
availability for such a meeting. 
 

19/15   Notice board/information update 
 
(1) Love Your Local Market 
 

The Clerk informed members that, once again, Wisbech Town Council is participating in the 
annual Love Your Local Market (LYLM) event, which runs between 13 and 23 May 2015.  
 
The council’s participation in the LYLM national event this year is through having Country and 
Western themed entertainment and activities in association with the markets on Saturdays 16 
and 23 May. 
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In addition, the Clerk mentioned that the council’s first Sunday market and car boot event had 
taken place on Wisbech Market Place on 17 May 2015; early indications are that this could be a 
successful venture and make a positive contribution to the vibrancy and vitality of the town 
centre. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 

 
(2) Wisbech Festival 
 

The Clerk reminded members of the annual Wisbech Festival, which, this year, would take 
place on Wisbech Market Place, between 12 noon and 6.00 pm, on Sunday 7 June 2015. 
 
The event, which has been organised by Wisbech Town Council’s Festivals Working Party, 
would include 
 

  live music and dance 

  the annual Wisbech karaoke championships 

  fairground rides 

  makeovers and hairdressing 

  face painting 

  balloon modelling 

  various stalls and activities 

  refreshments and food from around the world. 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech; banners had been affixed at 
prominent locations; publicity for the event had also been given via social media. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
 

Meeting finished at 8.30 pm. 
 
 

 
Signed ........................................................................ 

 
Date .......................................................... 
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APPENDIX 

 
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

 
(Minute 17/15 refers) 

 

 
Organisation 
 

Representative 
 

Bramley Line Councillor Hodgson 

Fenland Arts Association Town Clerk 

Octavia Hill Birthplace House Liaison Committee Operations Manager 

Rose Fair Forum 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
(ex-officio) 

Fenland CCTV Partner Liaison Group 
Councillors Oliver and 
Tierney and the 
Town Clerk                                                                 

WisARD Councillor Oliver 

Wisbech and Fenland Museum Management Committee Councillor Oliver 

Wisbech Chamber of Commerce 
Councillor Oliver  
Mayor (ex-officio) 

Wisbech Charities Mayor (ex-officio) 

Wisbech Children's Charities Mayor (ex-officio) 

Wisbech Christmas Fayre Steering Group 
Councillor Oliver and the 
Town Clerk 

Wisbech in Bloom Councillor Hill 

Wisbech Old People's Welfare Association Mayor is President 

Wisbech Tourism Development Group 
                                               
Mayor (ex-officio) and 
the Operations Manager 

Wisbech/Arles Twinning Councillor Hodgson 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

22 June 2015 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Brunton, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Miss Kumalane, Lay, Mrs MacRae, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver, 
Schooling, Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney.  
 
Apologies: Councillors Mrs Cox and Mrs Lay. 
 
20/15   Walter (known as Wally) Hutchinson 
 
Members stood in silence for one minute in remembrance of Mr Walter (known as Wally) 
Hutchinson, who was the Town Beadle between January and September 1995 and between April 
1996 and April 2003, who died recently. 
 
21/15   Wisbech Travel Choices project 
 
Members received a presentation from Wendy Otter, Transport Development Manager, and Belinda 
Pedlar, Wisbech Local Sustainable Transport Fund Co-ordinator, on the Wisbech Travel Choices 
project. 
 
Ms Otter informed the council that Cambridgeshire County Council had been awarded Local 
Sustainable Transport Funding (LSTF) for Wisbech, St Neots and Royston during the financial year 
2015/16. Local Sustainable Transport Funding is awarded to local authorities to encourage and 
increase the use of public transport, community transport and walking and cycling (sustainable 
transport) locally. There are 3 areas to this project, one of which is Personal Travel Planning (PTP). 
 
As a consequence of discussions involving the relevant officers of Cambridgeshire County and 
Fenland District Council, the approach to PTP for Wisbech is the Wisbech Travel Choices project. 
 
The aim of the Wisbech Travel Choices project is to: 
  
• provide a targeted approach to LSTF 
• maximise the use of existing walking and cycling infrastructure  
• maximise the use of public transport services 
• show the opportunities and the potential to encourage modal shift through raising awareness   
• improve transport information provision  
• deliver modal shift of 5% or 1,000  regular journeys. 
 
Ms Pedlar explained the work programme for the Wisbech Travel Choices project, which includes 
various methods of engaging with the public and the production of a Wisbech Travel Choices Travel 
Information Pack. The pack provides information on travel options in Wisbech for buses and 
community transport (and includes a Fenland Transport Directory); each member of the council was 
handed a copy of the pack. She informed the council of the progress being achieved to date in the 
delivery of each aspect of the work programme. 
 
With regard to the Personal Travel Planning element of the project, Ms Pedlar detailed the rationale 
which had been employed in selecting the particular streets to be targeted for survey participants; 
she sought members’ views in that regard. 
 
Ms Otter made the point that the duration of this project is twelve months and it is important that it 
leaves a legacy. To that end, the intention is to recruit Community Champions for Transport in 
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Wisbech; these would be volunteers who promote transport in their organisation to customers/staff. 
The intention is also to locate a central travel information point in Wisbech from which the 
Champions could offer travel advice and guidance; work is in hand to identify a suitable venue which 
could be used to provide this facility. 
 
Ms Otter explained the manner in which this project is being managed, which includes, at the most 
local level, the Fenland Transport and Access Group; the Clerk to Wisbech Town Council is a 
member of this group. She explained how Wisbech Town Council could assist in the delivery of this 
project. 
 
Ms Otter and Ms Pedlar responded to members’ questions. 
 
In response to questions regarding the availability of funding under this project, Ms Otter stated that 
approximately £95,000 (around 40% of this figure being attributable to staff costs) is available for the 
Wisbech project. 
 
A number of members sought clarification as to the rationale used for some of the street selections. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor made a number of comments relating to the level of public transport serving 
Wisbech and the difficulty of making journeys by public transport to and from hospitals. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy commented that there is a need for publicity to be given to the existence of the 
66 (Tesco) bus route. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae expressed the opinion that Cambridgeshire County Council should be 
providing walking and cycling infrastructure in Wisbech. 
 
Members decided that  
 
(1) the information presented be noted and that Wisbech Town Council would lend its support to 

this project; 
 

(2) Councillor Mrs Bucknor would forward, in writing, to the Clerk her comments and concerns 
relating to the level of public transport serving Wisbech and the difficulty of making journeys by 
public transport to and from hospitals, to be discussed at 9 July 2015 meeting of the Fenland 
Transport and Access Group; 

 
(3) any further views from members subsequent to the meeting be provided to the Clerk, for 

forwarding to the officers of Fenland District Council. 
 

22/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
PCSOs Lisa Mann and Dave Russ attended the meeting to provide members with information on 
recent incidents of crime and disorder in Wisbech. PCSO Mann presented the apologies of Chief 
Inspector Hills and Inspector Davis, who were unable to be present at the meeting. 

 
PCSO Mann informed the council that she had been asked by the Chief Inspector to make the point 
that the priority of Cambridgeshire Constabulary is to protect the vulnerable; that includes tackling, 
amongst other matters, issues of sexual exploitation and domestic violence. She commented that 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary is now focussing less on statistics; she highlighted some of the 
Constabulary’s recent activities, including: 
 

 addressing anti-social-behaviour at The Spinney, through additional patrols in the area, arrests 
for Cannabis possession and undertaking various investigations into other incidents of crime and 
disorder 
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 an operation to tackle the sexual exploitation of children 

 addressing anti-social behaviour at Tillery Park, through additional patrols in the area. 
 
In addition, PCSO Mann reported briefly on the number and types of crime which had been reported 
to the Constabulary since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council, together with a break-down of 
the hours and days of the week during which criminal activity took place during that period; in 
summary, 171 incidents were reported; the highest number of incidents (43) related to criminal 
damage; the day of the week during which most crimes take place is Saturday (38); the hour during 
which most crimes take place is between 11.00 pm and midnight (14). PCSO Mann circulated 
documents showing this information in greater detail. 
 
PCSOs Mann and Russ responded to members’ questions. 
 
Both Councillors Mrs Bucknor and Mrs MacRae mentioned needles being found at particular 
locations and asked that these locations be the subject of visits by Police Officers. 
 
Councillor Lay expressed his disappointment that the Constabulary does not appear able to devote 
resources to undertaking parking enforcement and suggested that perhaps a move to de-
criminalisation of parking in Wisbech could be beneficial. In response to this comment, Councillor 
Tierney expressed the opinion that there should be no move towards looking for the introduction of 
de-criminalising parking until or unless serious thought had been given by the relevant agencies to 
the implications of such a course of action. Councillor Tierney also expressed his appreciation of the 
actions which had been undertaken by officers to stop the anti-social use of vehicles at the former 
Tesco site. 
 
A number of councillors mentioned certain issues of crime and disorder of which they had become 
aware; in response, the PCSOs emphasised the importance of such issues being reported to the 
Constabulary – if the Constabulary is not aware of an incident, it is not able to deal with it. 
 
In response to a number of comments from members concerning inconsiderate parking and 
speeding, PCSO Mann suggested that establishing a local Speed Watch group may be an effective 
means of tackling the issue of speeding within Wisbech. Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that 
she is in the process of seeking to recruit potential volunteers for such a group. 
 
Members decided that the information provided by PCSOs Mann and Russ be noted. 
 
23/15   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 

 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Streets Ahead 
newsletter.  

 
Members decided the information reported be noted and that the Clerk would forward the e-mail 
and attachments from Fenland District Council to all members of Wisbech Town Council. 
 

(2) Environmental Services 
 
Members received a presentation from Mr Trevor Darnes, one of the three Environmental 
Health Officers at Fenland District Council, and who has specific responsibilities for Wisbech, on 
recent activities within his area of service. 
 
Mr Darnes, after explaining his role at Fenland District Council (FDC), informed members that 
the Environmental Health Service at FDC had received in excess of 350 requests for service 
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and had undertaken more than 150 food safety inspections within the last twelve months. He 
informed members that the Environmental Health Service works with agencies such as Trading 
Standards, Social Services and Public Health in undertaking its public protection role. As a 
result of this activity, a small number of Improvement Notices had been served upon local food 
premises. 
 
Mr Darnes explained to members the various activities which he carries out as an 
Environmental Health Officer and detailed the ways in which he had dealt with certain food 
health cases/investigations, at least one of which had required involvement of the Food 
Standards Agency; this was because of food fraud (as a result of changing “best before” date 
labelling). He made the point that around 95% of businesses are broadly compliant with the 
relevant environmental health legislation. 
 
Mr Darnes, after encouraging the reporting of any environmental health concerns to the team at 
Fenland District Council, responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor mentioned a matter relating to port unloading, which she had raised with 
the Environmental Services Team at Fenland District Council but is awaiting a response. 
 
Councillor Tierney made reference to a smell nuisance from a factory in Wisbech and 
mentioned his awareness that fourteen local residents are keeping a smell diary; Mr Darnes 
responded to Councillor Tierney’s enquiry as to the next steps in that process. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by Mr Darnes be noted. 

 
24/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
Further to minute 8/15, the Clerk informed members that, with regard to the issue which had been 
raised by Councillor Tierney at minute 135/14, he had been informed that the Local Highway Officer 
had met on-site recently with the Manager of the Tesco store, who had undertaken to seek to obtain 
funding from the company’s Head Office to meet the cost of changing the Traffic Regulation Order, 
and the consequent laying of double yellow lines, to prevent the parking of vehicles beside the 
Tesco store. 
 
The Local Highway Officer had undertaken to keep the Clerk informed of any developments in this 
matter. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
25/15   Minutes of 15 and 18 May 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Hill, that the minutes 
of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 15 and 18 May 2015 be confirmed and signed. 
 
26/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 26 May 2015 
(2) Allotments Committee of 8 June 2015 
(3) Planning Committee of 8 June 2015. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
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27/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended seventeen events since becoming Mayor on 15 
May 2015, including: 
 

 a number of activities as part of the Brinks Festival 

 a 1940s Tea Party in aid of the Alzheimer’s Society, during Dementia Awareness Week 

 the Royal British Legion 876 Riders event at Mount Pleasant Cemetery 

 Hangar Dance at RAF Molesworth 

 Elm Village Fete 

 presentation of awards for the Visual Arts Exhibition at the Isle Campus in Wisbech 

 the annual Wisbech Festival. The Mayor expressed the opinion that this event had been very 
successful and he paid tribute to the work of the council’s staff, community volunteers, the 
Festivals Working Party and particular members of Wisbech Town Council in that regard 

 Armed Forces Day event; another event which had been very successful, due, in no small part,  
to the work of the council’s staff, community volunteers, particular members of Wisbech Town 
Council, cadets and veterans. 
 

In addition, the Mayor reminded members that his At Home would be taking place on 2 July 2015 at 
the St Peter and St Paul’s Church and expressed his hope that as many members of the town 
council as possible would attend. He mentioned that, as well as all of the current members of 
Wisbech Town Council, he had invited those who had either decided not to seek re-election to the 
council on 7 May 2015 or who had not been unsuccessful in seeking re-election. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
28/14   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, informed members that he, the Clerk and a few other 
members had attended, on 12 June 2015, a “Wisbech: beyond 2020” event. He stated that the event 
had provided a very useful update in terms of the delivery of this project and has taken a step 
further, to look beyond 2020 in terms of the Wisbech 2020 Vision. 
 
Councillor Oliver informed members that there had been a positive update regarding the 
achievements relating to the potential for the re-introduction of rail services to Wisbech but a less 
positive update with regard to improvements to the A47. He mentioned that Russell Beal and Clive 
Gibbon, both of whom are providing a specific role in the co-ordination of activities related to the 
Wisbech 2020 Vision project, would be delivering a presentation on “Wisbech: beyond 2020” at 27 
July 2015 meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
29/15   Wisbech Town Council’s accounts and Annual Return for 2014/15 
 
Members considered the Annual Return in relation to the council’s accounts for the financial year 
2014/15. 
 
The Clerk explained the figures within the Accounting Statements element of the Annual Return 
2014/15 and informed members that the council’s accounts for the financial year 2014/15 had been 
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approved by the Resources Committee at minute R20/14 and subsequently scrutinised by the 
council’s Internal Auditor. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Tierney, that the 
Annual Return Accounting Statements and Annual Governance Statement 2014/15 be approved 
(and signed by the Mayor), for submission to the council’s External Auditor. 
 
30/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Although no member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period 
since the last meeting of the council, Councillor Hodgson, who is a member of the Wisbech/Arles 
Twinning Club, took the opportunity to remind members of the Arles Festival which would be taking 
place on 12 July 2015 on Wisbech Market Place. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor, who, once again, thanked the council’s Resources Committee for awarding 
a grant to the Wisbech Flood Wardens (minute R21/14 refers) informed members that she is making 
attempts to persuade people to sign-up for free flood alerts. She commented that there is the 
potential for some flooding in Wisbech on 1 September 2015; she read to members statistics which 
had been produced recently by the Environment Agency, showing the number of properties at risk, 
together with the number of those which had signed-up for flood alerts (around 22% overall). 
 
Mrs Bucknor asked that members “spread the word” as to the availability of this facility and to 
encourage “sign-up”. 
 
Members decided that the information reported be noted. 
 
31/15   Electoral Review of Cambridgeshire 
 
Further to minute 114/14, members considered the submission of a response to the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England’s consultation on its draft recommendations for new 
electoral arrangements for Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that the aim of the electoral review is to achieve electoral equality, 
whereby each County Councillor would represent roughly the same number of electors as others 
across the County. 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England proposes to publish, for consultation 
purposes, final recommendations in September 2015. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, details of the review process and 
the potential implications for the electoral divisions of relevance to Wisbech and the surrounding 
area. He drew members’ attention to the possible changes to electoral division boundaries across 
the County, which would result in a reduction in the total number of County Councillors, with effect 
from the next County Council elections in 2017, from 69 to 61; at the time of minute 114/14, it was 
anticipated that the number of County Councillors with effect from May 2017 would be 63. 
 
The Clerk mentioned that the reduction from 69 to 61 Cambridgeshire County Councillors would 
result in the number of County Councillors in Fenland reducing by two (from 11 to 9) with effect from 
May 2017. 
 
In terms of the specific implications for Wisbech, the recommendations show: a Wisbech South 
electoral division (with a total estimated electorate of 8,043 in 2020) comprising the Clarkson, Hill 
and Medworth wards; a Wisbech North electoral division (with a total estimated electorate of 7,926 
in 2020) comprising the Kirkgate, Staithe and Waterlees wards; the Peckover ward being part of a 
Roman Bank and Peckover electoral division (with a total estimated electorate of 8,992 in 2020). 
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Responses to the current consultation exercise must be received by the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England by 6 July 2015.  
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor McLaren, that the 
information reported by the Clerk be noted and that the Clerk would inform the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England that, although the members of Wisbech Town Council 
understand the rationale behind the commission’s draft recommendations, i.e. to achieve electoral 
equality within County Council electoral divisions, they are of the opinion that, because of the strong 
and established links between the wards which make up the current electoral divisions for Wisbech, 
the status quo should be allowed to remain. 
 
32/15   Correspondence 
 
(1) The Vivien Fire Engine Trust 

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Vivien Fire Engine Trust expressing its appreciation 
of the financial support awarded to the Trust (minute R21/14 refers), commenting that the 
financial support provided by Wisbech Town Council supports its aim to keep the fire engine 
Vivien to a standard that allows it to be part of as many Wisbech events as possible and 
enjoyed by the public. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(2) Rural Cambs Citizens Advice Bureau 
 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Rural Cambs Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), 
expressing its appreciation of the financial support awarded to the organisation (minute R21/14 
refers) and commenting that it would acknowledge this council’s support in its Annual Report. 
 
The letter makes the comment that this continued financial support from Wisbech Town Council, 
especially at a time when it is becoming increasingly difficult for charitable organisations such as 
the CAB, makes a significant difference in it being able to continue to provide a service to local 
people. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(3) Wisbech and District Stroke Club 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Secretary of the Wisbech and District Stroke Club 
expressing its appreciation of the financial support awarded to the club (minute R21/14 refers) 
and commenting that it would acknowledge this council’s support via its publicity flyers and 
through a press release to the Fenland Citizen newspaper. 

 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(4) Girls Venture Corps 
 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Unit Officer of the Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets 
Wisbech unit 1462, expressing its appreciation of the financial support awarded to the corps 
(minute R21/14 refers). 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
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(5) North Level Internal Drainage Board annual inspection tour 
 
The Clerk read to members an invitation from the North Level Internal Drainage Board (IDB) to 
send two representatives of Wisbech Town Council to participate in the IDB’s annual inspection 
tour scheduled for 14 October 2015. 
 
Members decided that the invitation be noted and that the requests of Councillors Lay and 
Schooling to participate in this inspection tour be approved. 

 
33/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
The Clerk reported that there are currently no such items for reporting to council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
Meeting finished at 9.10 pm. 
  
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

29 June 2015 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Brunton, Mrs Cox, Hill, Miss 
Hoy, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney.  
 
In attendance: Mrs J Hill, Mrs J Hodgson, Mrs B Oliver, Mr G MacRae, Mrs S Farmer, Mr T Jordan, 
Mr A Hopkins, Mrs S Moss and members of the Royal British Legion Riders involved on the Cambs 
876 Remembered commemorative project. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Human, Miss Kumalane and McLaren. Apologies 
had also been received from Stephen Barclay MP and Jody Cundy, Honorary Freeman. Richard 
Barnwell, Honorary Freeman, was not available to attend. 
 
34/15   Freedom of the Town of Wisbech 
 
Further to minute 154/14, members considered conferring upon the Royal British Legion Riders 
involved on the Cambs 876 Remembered commemorative project and Mr Malcolm Moss the 
Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that Section 249 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972, amended by 
Section 180 of the Local Government Planning and Land Act 1980, permits councils to give the title 
of Honorary Freemen to “persons of distinction and any persons (or groups) who (which) have in, 
the opinion of the council, rendered eminent services to the Borough (or Town)”. The freedom is an 
honour to recognise the significant and valuable services rendered to the Borough (or Town) by that 
person (or group). 

 
A resolution passed by not less than two-thirds of the members voting at a specially convened 
meeting of the council is required to admit the Honorary Freeman. 
 
(1) Royal British Legion Riders involved on the Cambs 876 Remembered Project 

 
Councillor Hill proposed that the Mayor and Councillors of the Town of Wisbech do hereby 
confer upon the Royal British Legion Riders involved on the Cambs 876 Remembered 
commemorative project the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech as an act of gratitude 
for their services to the Town and in recognition of the high esteem in which they are held by the 
community of Wisbech (and beyond). 

 
Speaking in support of his proposal, Councillor Hill reminded members of the purpose of the 
Cambs 876 Remembered project and the actions of the Royal British Legion Riders in delivering 
the project; in summary, the intention of the Riders is to honour all 876 of the officers and 
soldiers of the Cambridgeshire Regiment who were killed during World War One. 

 
Upon being seconded by Councillor Tierney, the Mayor put the proposition to a vote. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, that Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech be conferred 
upon the Royal British Legion Riders involved on the Cambs 876 Remembered commemorative 
project. 
 
The appointed representative of the Royal British Legion Riders, Mr Glenn Green, accepted the 
Oath, read aloud by the Mayor, and signed the Roll of Freemen. The Mayor presented the 
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Royal British Legion Riders involved on the Cambs 876 Remembered commemorative project 
with a Freedom Scroll showing the Coat of Arms and Seal of the Town of Wisbech. 
 
Following receipt of the Freedom Scroll from the Mayor, Mr Green responded, on behalf of the 
Royal British Legion Riders. 

 
Mr Green expressed thanks to Councillor Hill for his support to the project and his proposition 
and to Councillor Tierney for seconding the proposal as well to all of the members of the council 
for approving the resolution. Mr Green stated that it is with enormous pride and humility that the 
Riders accept this rare and prestigious honour. 
 
Mr Green gave an assurance that the Riders would endeavour to live up to the honour and 
display the scroll proudly at all of the Riders’ future events. He informed the council of the 
progress made to date in honouring, through visits to their graves, of the 876 of officers and 
soldiers of the Cambridgeshire Regiment who were killed during World War One. 

 
Mr Green expressed gratitude to all of those who had assisted in making the project an effective 
and dignified success so far. He gave a sincere thank you, on behalf of the Riders, to Wisbech 
Town Council and townsfolk of Wisbech for this enormous honour. 

 
(2) Mr Malcolm Moss 

 
Councillor Miss Hoy proposed that the Mayor and Councillors of the Town of Wisbech do 
hereby confer upon Mr Malcolm Moss the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech as an act 
of gratitude for his services to the Town and in recognition of the high esteem in which he is 
held by the community of Wisbech. 
 
Speaking in support of her proposal, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that it is important to 
recognise the valuable contribution which had been made to Wisbech by Malcolm Moss. She 
expressed the opinion that, during his time as the Member of Parliament for North East 
Cambridgeshire (between 1987 and 2010) Mr Moss had pursued within Parliament many issues 
relating to Wisbech, as well as taking on positions with in Government; this included very 
important work in Northern Ireland. Councillor Miss Hoy commented that Mr Moss, a former 
Mayor of Wisbech, still commands great respect and affection from his former colleagues and 
the people of the town of Wisbech. 

 
Upon being seconded by Councillor Tibbs, the Mayor put the proposition to a vote. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, that Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech be conferred 
upon Mr Malcolm Moss. 
 
Mr Moss accepted the Oath, read aloud by the Mayor, and signed the Roll of Freemen. The 
Mayor presented Mr Moss with a Freedom Scroll showing the Coat of Arms and Seal of the 
Town of Wisbech. 
 
Following receipt of the Freedom Scroll from the Mayor, Mr Moss responded. 
 
Mr Moss stated that he he accepts this award with deep gratitude and humility. He recalled his 
year as Mayor of Wisbech, which he described as a “tree year”, during which £1,000 had been 
raised to plant the trees along Churchill Road with all the schools playing a huge part in planting 
them to make Wisbech look like a town that belongs to a rural environment. 
 
Mr Moss paid tribute to the work of volunteers locally who contribute much to the town. He 
commented that the community depends so heavily not on Government grants, not on 
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Government assistance or support but on the unpaid time and devotion of thousands of people 
not just in Wisbech but across the country. 

 
Mr Moss mentioned three achievements which had given him pride; firstly, helping to persuade 
the National Trust to allow Wisbech Rugby Club to develop “at a time when getting permission 
to even alter a brick on National Trust property was almost impossible”; secondly, his campaign 
to develop the Angles Theatre; finally, how, in the early 1980s, a small group had worked 
together to form the Fens Business Enterprise Trust, set up to support economic growth by 
helping people to start and develop businesses.  

 
Mr Moss presented to the Mayor a painting by Jeremy Barlow of a part of the North Brink at 
Wisbech, which he invited the council to hang in the Council Chamber at Wisbech Town Hall. 

 
 
Meeting finished at 7.55 pm. 
  
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

27 July 2015 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Brunton, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tibbs (Deputy 
Mayor) and Tierney.  
 
Apologies: Councillors Mrs Cox and Mrs Lay (who had been unable to access the Town Hall). 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
35/15   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
The Clerk reported formally the resignation from membership of Wisbech Town Council, on 7 July 
2015, of Irena Kumalane and that that he had informed Fenland District Council, as the Elections 
Authority, of that situation. Consequently, the Returning Officer at Fenland District Council (FDC) 
had published, on 8 July 2015, formal notice of the vacancy. 
 
On 16 July 2015 FDC received a notice, signed by ten local electors for the parish (in accordance 
with The Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) Rules 1986) calling for the vacancy to be filled 
by way of an election.  
 
If the election is contested, a poll would take place on 27 August 2015. In the event of there being 
no candidates for the election, the Town Council must fill the vacancy by co-option; the closing date 
for receipt by the Returning Officer at Fenland District Council is 31 July 2015. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
36/15   Creating a long-term vision for Wisbech 
 
Members received a presentation from Russell Beal, Business Connector (Fenland) (currently on 
secondment from Anglian Water to Business in the Community) and Clive Gibbon, Project 
Consultant for the Wisbech 2020 Vision, on creating a long-term vision for Wisbech. 
 
Mr Beal informed the council that both Mr Gibbon and he are working together to support delivery of 
the Wisbech 2020 Vision and Beyond project. He outlined briefly their respective career 
backgrounds; he explained the function of Business in the Community and his role as a Business 
Connector for that organisation. 
 
Mr Beal reminded the council of the origins of the Wisbech 2020 Vision project and made reference 
to the action plan which had been developed with the aim of delivering the project. He drew the 
council’s attention to the key objective of the project, which is to “create a long-term bold vision for a 
thriving Wisbech” and informed the council that the project is now looking to the period beyond 
2020; it is about building upon the achievements so far. He mentioned that the project had been  
“refreshed “, to look beyond 2020, at a summit meeting held on 12 June 2015. 
 
Mr Beal mentioned that this presentation to Wisbech Town Council is the beginning of an 
engagement road show/exhibition, which would be held at a number of locations within Wisbech 
between now and the end of October 2015, at which questionnaires would be issued to attendees. 
The exhibition builds upon the heritage of the town, the major investment which had been seen in 
Wisbech over recent years and then thoughts as to what should happen in the future. Mr Beal made 
the point that the project makes the assumption that provision of the introduction of railway 
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infrastructure to Wisbech is a “when”, not an “if”. He added that discussions are taking place with 
companies based at Cambridge regarding the potential for commuting from Wisbech into the city by 
rail; he expressed the opinion that there is considerable potential for Wisbech to be able to “buy in” 
to the economic success of both Cambridge and Peterborough. 
 
The council was informed by Mr Beal that David Rudkin, a Director of URBED (Urban, 
Environmental and Design) – a company which has considerable expertise in urban regeneration, 
town centre strategies and large commercial master plans – had been commissioned to support this 
project. 
 
Mr Gibbon explained that a number of large businesses are now involved in supporting the Wisbech 
2020 and beyond project; he mentioned the identities of some of those businesses. He commented 
that the members of Wisbech Town Council would be able to support the furtherance of the Wisbech 
2020 and Beyond project by 
 

 promoting and publicising the project and supporting the road shows/exhibitions 

 completing the questionnaire 

 asking the electorate to visit a road show/exhibition and complete a questionnaire. 
 
Mr Beal and Mr Gibbon responded to members’ questions. 
 
A number of comments were made by members, including the need  
 

 for community infrastructure (such as schools and medical facilities) to support future growth 
within Wisbech 

 to consider not only the introduction of rail infrastructure but also improvements to the local road 
network 

 to include within the strategy and the action plan a greater focus upon health and education. 
 
Members decided that the information presented be noted and that the council would support the 
Wisbech 2020 and Beyond project. 
 
37/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Members received a presentation from Police Inspector Will Davis on the approach to policing in 
Fenland. 
 
By way of introduction, Inspector Davis explained his background within the Constabulary and 
commented upon the fact that he had been in his current role as the Operational Inspector for 
Fenland for only seven weeks. During the last seven weeks Inspector Davis had been able to gain a 
general strategic understanding and overview of the issues affecting the district; he had also 
concluded that Fenland is served by police officers who are hardworking and dedicated to meeting 
the needs of local people; he had also been “getting to grips” with local priorities. 
 
Inspector Davis informed the council that, because of the requirement placed upon Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary to achieve budget reductions of £20 million over three financial years, there would 
need to be changes to the manner in which Cambridgeshire Constabulary is able to serve and 
support the public; it is not possible to continue policing in the same way and the Constabulary 
needs the public to “travel along the change journey”. 
 
Given the need to make the most effective use of the Constabulary’s staffing resources, the 
Constabulary is no longer able to deliver attendance at all meetings to which officers are invited and 
Inspector Davis is looking at how the Constabulary could deliver the same level of assurance and 
engagement with communities without attending all meetings. He mentioned that an arrangement 
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whereby a volunteer had attended meetings as a representative of the Constabulary had been 
trialled but this had now ceased as the arrangement had not proved successful. 
 
The Inspector suggested that one possible means by which engagement with local councils could 
be maintained without police officers needing to attend regular meetings would be for the Clerk to 
the respective council and him acting as the single points of contact in each organisation, with a two-
way exchange of information. 
 
Inspector Davis stated that the Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s primary responsibility now is 
safeguarding the vulnerable; incidents are assessed on a “threat/risk/harm” model. 
 
The types of issue which fall into the “vulnerable” category are: 

 

 People Trafficking (such as Operation Pheasant) 

 Domestic abuse incidents 

 Missing from home (mainly young people and the elderly) 

 Sexual exploitation of young people, including grooming on-line (Operation Makesafe). 

 

To address a number of these issues, the Constabulary undertakes, as well as response policing, 

partnership working with relevant agencies through a number of problem solving groups. 

Inspector Davis informed the council that, for a policing perspective, the main issues affecting 
Wisbech currently are: 
 

 the habitual street drinkers  

 anti-social behaviour at the Spinney. 

 

Inspector Davis mentioned that Cambridgeshire Constabulary is currently reviewing its 

accommodation needs and the result of that review may be the closure of a number of Police 

Stations, including the one at Wisbech. Even if the Wisbech Police Station were to close, there 

would still be a Police presence in Wisbech – there would need to be an increase in the amount of 

agile (i.e. remote) working, linked to access to information technology and “touch down” 

arrangements with offices owned by public-sector partners and community groups.  

 

Inspector Davis commented that his officers are working in collaboration with the relevant officers of 

the County Council’s Children’s and Young Persons Service and within schools as a means of 

engaging with young people in an effort to prevent them becoming victims or offenders of crime; 

young people would also be given the opportunity to input into setting local policing priorities. 

The Inspector made the point that the Constabulary is relying more heavily upon Special Constables 
to deliver services and is examining the possibility of creating volunteer roles to assist with tackling 
acquisitive crime. 

Inspector Davis read to the council the following quotation from the Chief Constable: 

"In this time of austerity and budget restraint it is more important than ever that we effectively 
prioritise our work; we can't do everything. When we make choices about what to do it is clear that 
protecting people is more important, than protecting property and we should focus on helping those 
who are the most vulnerable. 

"Our focus must be on reducing harm, helping those who most need our help and locking up the 
most dangerous people. With so much change and complexity it is great to have a simple message 
that doesn't change and a clear goal to focus on. 
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"We have said that we will respond to local concerns. This may mean taking action to reduce harm 
but it could mean listening and then explaining why we need to prioritise something else. Our 
legitimacy relies upon taking the public with us as we balance competing demands”.  

Councillor Lay expressed his disappointment that the Constabulary does not appear able to devote 
resources to undertaking parking enforcement. Councillor Tierney commented that action needs to 
be taken by the Constabulary officers to cease the anti-social use of vehicles at the former Tesco 
site. 
 
Inspector Davis responded to members’ questions and comments. 
 
Members decided that the information provided by Inspector Davis be noted. 
 
38/15   Fenland District Council 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, 
Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter.  
 
Members decided the information reported be noted and that the Clerk would forward the e-mail and 
attachments from Fenland District Council to all members of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
39/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
(1) General update 

 
Further to minute 24/15, the Clerk informed members that, with regard to the issue which had 
been raised by Councillor Tierney at minute 135/14, he had enquired of the Local Highway 
Officer (LHO) as to whether Tesco Head Office had yet made a decision on whether to meet the 
cost of changing the Traffic Regulation Order, and the consequent laying of double yellow lines, 
to prevent the parking of vehicles beside the Tesco store at Wisbech; in response, the LHO 
informed the Clerk that a response from the Manager of the local Tesco store is awaited but he 
would pursue the matter and keep the Clerk informed of any developments in this matter. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 

 
(2) Local Sustainable Transport Fund 

 
Members considered the submission of a bid for funding, available to Cambridgeshire County 
Council through the Local Sustainable Transport Fund, which had been provided by the 
Department for Transport to assist Town and Parish Councils in parts of Cambridgeshire with 
minor improvement works directly related to sustainable transport initiatives.  
 
Cambridgeshire County Council is inviting Parish Councils situated along the A428 corridor and 
the A10 south corridor as well as St Neots and Wisbech Town Councils to bid into funding to 
improve facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and bus users (i.e. installing additional dropped kerbs, 
constructing small extensions to existing paths, relocating items of street furniture and 
hardening areas where buses stop to create suitable all weather solutions). 

 
The deadline for Expressions of Interest to the County Council is 17 August 2015. Once the 
County Council has received these expressions of interest it would gauge the demand for 
improvements. Support would be available from the County Council at that point to make sure 
that these facilities could be installed by the funding deadline of 31 March 2016. 
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Successful Town and Parish Councils would be able to commission and complete the works 
contained within their bids if they wished or the County Council could undertake this on their 
behalf.  
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed the opinion that it Wisbech Town Council ought to submit a 
bid for funding under this initiative. She drew members’ attention to e-mails that she had 
circulated in advance of the meeting – from the Transport Development Manager at Fenland 
District Council and the Community Development Officer at the Care Network – suggesting one 
possible bid could be for the provision of cycle racks at certain locations in Wisbech. 

 
Members decided that a working party/task group be set up to formulate an Expression of 
Interest. 
 

(3) Consultation of further street lighting energy savings 
 

Members considered the letter of consultation from Cambridgeshire County Council on its 
proposal, as a means of achieving financial savings of approximately £272,000 in its street 
lighting energy costs, to switch off most street lights across Cambridgeshire between midnight 
and 6.00 am each day and the question being asked as to whether Wisbech Town Council 
would be prepared to contribute financially towards the cost of retaining street lighting on 
particular roads within the town during those hours, with effect from the financial year 2016/17. 
 
The Clerk informed members that, based upon the information which had been provided by the 
County Council, a total of 1,449 street lights could be switched-off for six hours per day in 
Wisbech under the County Council’s proposal. A small number of other street lights would be 
dimmed but remain illuminated. The cost of retaining full operation of the 1,449 street lights 
would be £12 per light per annum (increasing by inflation each year); therefore, the total cost for 
that number of lights in 2016/17 would be £17,338, plus an administrative charge of £65; this 
would bring the total cost for 2016/17 to £17,403.00. 
 
The Clerk informed members that if Wisbech Town Council were to decide to meet this cost and 
to do so through an increase in the Parish Precept (which is currently £34.46 per Band D 
Council Tax equivalent property), it would mean an increase in the annual amount paid to 
Wisbech Town Council by the occupiers of Band D properties (the basis used for setting Parish 
Precepts and Council Tax levels (there were 5,985 at the time of setting the 2015/16 Precept)) 
of £2.91 - an increase of 8.4% - in 2016/17. The Clerk provided members with details of the 
likely increase in the Precept for the other Council Tax bands (ranging from £1.95 for a Band A 
property to £5.82 for a Band H property).  
 
The Clerk provided to members a document showing the number of affected lights per street, 
and the associated cost of retaining full operation of the lighting in those streets.  
 
The County Council’s consultation on this matter closes on 30 September 2015. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed her disappointment that this reduction in financial provision for 
street lighting energy costs had been a feature of the County Council’s budget for many months 
but the issue is only now being drawn to local councils’ attention by the County Council. She 
gave her view that Wisbech Town Council should decide to fund all or none of these costs; it 
would not be appropriate to make decisions on a street-by-street basis. Councillor Miss Hoy 
expressed the opinion that this council should undertake public consultation on this matter 
before reaching a decision. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that there is a considerable amount of discussion on social 
media on this matter, which, although that does not provide a “scientific” measurement of public 
opinion, seems to indicate that the majority of the public would like to see all street lights remain 
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on. He expressed the view that whatever action is taken in this matter, it ought to be one taken 
unanimously be the council. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor, who feels that the details provided by the County Council of the number 
of street lights in each street may be inaccurate, suggested that members of this council should 
each undertake a count of the lights on the streets within their respective electoral wards. She 
made the comment that, because of the number of businesses which operate shift-working, 
“Wisbech is a 24 hours town”. She added that she would be seeking an opinion from Police 
Chief Inspector Hills as to whether a reduction in the level of street lighting would be likely to 
lead to an increase in the amount of crime. Councillor Mrs Bucknor questioned why £27 million 
had been spent on the installation of new street lights across the County, only for lighting to be 
turned off.  
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor 
Miss Oliver, that  
 
(1)   the council would undertake a public consultation exercise (through which the public would 

be provided with details of the County Council’s proposals, the cost to Wisbech Town 
Council of funding the continued full operation of the street lights and the likely financial 
impact (as a result of an increase in Parish Precept) upon each household in Wisbech;  
 

(2)      a working party/task group be established for the purpose of developing and delivering 
the public consultation exercise; 

 
(3)      the council would act in accordance with the outcome of the consultation exercise. 

 
40/15   Minutes of 22 and 29 June 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Miss Hoy, that the 
minutes of the meetings of Wisbech Town Council held on 22 and 29 June 2015 be confirmed and 
signed. 
 
41/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 22 June 2015 
(2) Civic Amenities and Mayor’s Charity Fund Committee of 6 July 2015 
(3) Market Place Management Committee of 6 July 2015 
(4) Staffing and Policy Committee of 6 July 2015 
(5) Resources Committee of 6 July 2015 
(6) Market Place Management Committee of 13 July 2015 
(7) Planning Committee of 13 July 2015. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
In response to a question by Councillor Mrs Bucknor in relating to minute M7/15, the Clerk reported 
that a meeting involving the relevant officers of Fenland District Council, the Chairman of the Market 
Place Management Committee and he (to discuss options for enhancement of the Market Place) 
had been arranged for 3 August 2015. 
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42/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 33 events since the last meeting of the council, 
including: 
 

 Cambridge Midsummer Fair 

 Armed Forces Day flag-raising event at Huntingdon 

 RAF Marham Annual Reception 

 Wisbech Art Club Open Evening 

 The Special Meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 29 June 2015 to confer upon the Royal 
British Legion Riders involved on the Cambs 876 Remembered Project and Mr Malcolm Moss the 
Freedom of the Town of Wisbech 

 Rose Fair best dressed window judging 

 Fashion show at the College of West Anglia 

 “Celebrate Young People in Cambridgeshire” event at Huntingdon 

 “Troublemakers” event at Meadowgate School, Wisbech 

 Wisbech Grammar School speech day 

 The Rose Fair; the Mayor paid tribute to all of the community volunteers who had contributed to 
the success of the event 

 his At Home, which took place on 2 July 2015 at the St Peter and St Paul’s Church; he thanked 
Tesco for providing free-of-charge the drinks for the occasion 

 Arles Festival 

 Fenland District Council’s Chairman’s Civic Reception 

 The funeral of the late Wally Hutchinson, a former Town Beadle. 
 

In addition, the Mayor informed members of two events which are being held in aid of the Mayor’s 
Charities; these are a Garden Party on 8 August and a “Beat the Mayor” bowls event on 23 August 
2015. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
43/14   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, drew members’ attention to the minutes of 13 July 
2015 meeting of the Market Place Management Committee in connection with the council’s 
proposals for enhancement of Wisbech Market Place; he made the point that, contrary to what is 
being said by members of certain local community groups, there had been public discussion (as 
recorded in the minutes of 14 April 2014 meeting of the Market Place Management Committee) of 
the proposal to remove eight trees from the Market Place as part of an enhancement scheme. 
 
The Leader of the Council reported that, given the situation explained at minute M7/15, the Clerk 
and he would be meeting with relevant officers of Fenland District Council, as the Local Planning 
Authority, on 3 August 2015, to discuss the way forward. He reported that the Clerk and he had met 
with the relevant officer of Cambridgeshire County Council recently to discuss some issues 
associated with the changes made to the one-way direction of traffic in the Market Place; as a result 
of that meeting, the County Council would be installing some additional One-Way signs and 
diverting (by way of a contraflow system) the cycling route within the Market Place area. 
 
The Leader of the Council reminded members that the annual Wisbech Rock Festival would be 
taking place on 2 August 2015 and asked that they participate in supporting the event on the day. 
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With regard to proposals for enhancement of Wisbech Market Place, Councillor Tierney commented 
that the public had, to date, not been consulted on how they would like to see the Market Place look; 
also the council should think about identifying a unique selling point for that part of Wisbech. In 
response, the Leader of the Council stated that there would be consultation with the public on 
proposals for enhancement of the Market Place once scheme options had been produced. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Schooling, the Leader of the Council gave members a 
very brief update on the situation regarding the restoration of Constantine House; in summary, 
Fenland District Council is investigating, from a legal perspective, the most appropriate course of 
action available to achieve furtherance of the restoration scheme. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
44/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
No member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since the 
last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
45/15   Wisbech Town Hall 
 
Councillor Lay proposed that the council considers, in the interest of public access, the use of a 
venue other than the Council Chamber at Wisbech Town Hall for its meetings. 
 
In support of his proposition, Councillor Lay explained the difficulty which is experienced by 
Councillor Mrs Lay, and could be the same for other disabled persons in being able to access the 
Council Chamber because of the steps leading up to the external door to the Town Hall; he 
mentioned a video film, produced by the Editor of the Wisbech Standard newspaper, which shows 
the access difficulty. Councillor Lay expressed the opinion that the difficulty could be overcome by 
Wisbech Town Council holding its meetings at a venue which possesses a suitable means of access 
for disabled persons. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that she is aware that some visitors to the Council Chamber 
who have mobility problems had experienced difficulty in achieving access to the Council Chamber. 
Councillor Bucknor expressed concern regarding disabled persons being able to exit safely from the 
Council Chamber in the event of a fire. 
 
In response to the proposition from Councillor Lay, Councillor Oliver stated that the Clerk had made 
every attempt to ensure that Councillor Mrs Lay could achieve access to the Council Chamber; he 
had arranged the manufacture and subsequent use of a temporary timber ramp and had 
commissioned, following discussion with a mobility specialist and the Local Highway Authority, a 
local contractor to manufacture a more permanent ramp (the delivery of which is anticipated very 
shortly) to overcome the access difficulty caused by the external steps. He commented that, once 
inside the Town Hall, a stair lift is available to provide access to the Council Chamber on the first-
floor of the Town Hall. 
 
Councillor Oliver informed members that the Clerk had arranged for the local Fire Officer to assess 
any fire safety implications associated with a disabled person being present in the Council Chamber 
in the event of a fire and had concluded that the council has in place sufficient and effective means 
of ensuring that such persons are at no greater risk in such circumstances than any other visitor to 
the Council Chamber. 
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Members decided that the Clerk would investigate the options available – to include an assessment 
of the potential advantages and disadvantages and costs – to Wisbech Town Council of using a 
venue other than Wisbech Town Hall for its meetings. 
 
46/15   Community Speed Watch 
 
Further to minute 22/15, Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that, given the concerns expressed 
by members of the public regarding motorists speeding within the town, she had arranged for the 
County Speed Watch Co-ordinator to deliver an awareness/training event at Wisbech Town Hall on 
2 July 2015. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that, as a result of 2 July 2015 event, there is interest from a number 
of local people in becoming a Speed Watch volunteer. She added that it is possible to hire Speed 
Watch equipment from a central source but the demand for this equipment across the County 
usually exceeds availability; therefore, it would, in her opinion, be more beneficial if Wisbech Town 
Council purchased the necessary equipment (at an estimated cost of £2,600), to be “signed-out” to 
Speed Watch volunteers whenever they would be available to undertake Speed Watch activity in the 
town. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed her dismay that certain members of the Town Council are 
supportive of Speed Watch as a means of seeking to reduce motorists’ speeding but did not feel 
able to support the 20’s Plenty campaign (minutes /57/14 rand 58/14 refer). Councillor Tierney 
commented as to why that campaign had not been supported by the town council. 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Tierney, that 
 
(1) Wisbech Town Council would purchase one set of Speed Watch equipment; 

 
(2) a small working party/task group be established to work on the development and delivery of a 

Community Speed Watch scheme for Wisbech. 
 

47/15   Correspondence 
 
(1) Brinks Festival 2015 

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Chairman of the Octavia Hill Birthplace Museum 
Trust expressing appreciation of the financial support awarded to Brinks (arts) Festival (minute 
R21/14 refers). The letter included its author’s personal thanks to the former Mayor, Councillor 
Hill, and the current Mayor, Councillor Hodgson, for their support to this festival. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(2) Wisbech Flood Wardens Group 
 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Treasurer of the Wisbech Flood Wardens Group, 
expressing its appreciation of the financial support awarded to the group (minute R21/14 refers) 
and commenting that the financial support provided by Wisbech Town Council would provide 
valuable assistance to the group, which receives no funding from any other sources, in helping 
local people to prepare for flood cases of flood risk. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
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(3) Mr Malcolm Moss 
 

Further to minute 34/15, the Clerk read to members a letter from Mr Malcolm Moss expressing 
his deep gratitude to those members of Wisbech Town Council who had voted to confer upon 
him the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech. In the letter, Mr Moss conveyed his 
particular thanks to Councillor Miss Hoy for the kind and considerate way in which she had 
proposed him for this honour. In addition, Mr Moss expressed his appreciation of the work of 
council officers in making the event on 29 June 2015 such a memorable occasion. 

 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

48/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
Wisbech Rock Festival 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the Wisbech Rock Festival, which, this year, would take place in 
Wisbech Park, between 12 noon and 8.00 pm, on Sunday 2 August 2015. 

 
The event, which has been organised by Wisbech Town Council’s Festivals Working Party, would 
include 

 

 8 live bands 

 DJ dance music stage 

 fairground rides 

 face painting and body art 

 various stalls and activities 

 food and drink vendors. 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech and publicity for the event had 
also been given via social media. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 9.35 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
24 August 2015 – 7.30 pm 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Brunton, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling 
and Tibbs (Deputy Mayor). 
 
Apologies: Councillor Tierney. 
 
49/15   Public participation 
 
(1) Wisbech Tourism signs 
 

The owner of a business in Wisbech suggested that the garden at Elgood’s Brewery should be 
mentioned on the Tourism sign which directs visitors to the brewery. 
 
In response, the Mayor stated that he had already mentioned this to the relevant officer at 
Cambridgeshire County Council and had been given an assurance that the proposed Tourism 
sign for the brewery would also mention the garden. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Tourism and information signs 
 

The owner of a business in Wisbech expressed his concern regarding the Tourism signs 
proposed for Wisbech and the directional information (finger) signs which are currently being 
installed by Cambridgeshire County Council. He commented that some of the finger signs had 
been installed at a height of 14 feet above ground level and that the lettering on the new signs is 
smaller than that on the existing signs which share the same posts. He expressed the opinion 
that Wisbech deserves a better service than had been provided by Cambridgeshire County 
Council (CCC) in this matter and that CCC should be requested to “correct its mistakes”. 
 
The business owner suggested that Wisbech Town Council should “grasp the nettle” of the 
traffic problems in the town; he referred to damage caused by vehicles to paving to both High 
Street and Hill Street, as well as motorists driving inconsiderately, inappropriately and unlawfully 
within the centre of town. He asked the Town Council to think about how the town could be 
“brought back” to where it ought to be. In concluding his remarks, the business owner 
expressed the opinion that Wisbech needs better support from the public authorities which 
provide services for the town. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the business owner be noted aand taken into account 
at minute 55/15 (4). 
 

(3) Provision for indoor bowling in Wisbech 
 
A resident of Wisbech addressed the council regarding the lack of indoor bowling facilities in 
Wisbech unless it becomes possible for those at the Hudson Leisure Centre to be used again. 
He also mentioned a debt that is owed to Fenland District Council by the former Indoor Bowls 
Club. 
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The resident made a plea to the town council that it lends its support to a request that Fenland 
District Council makes available the facilities at the Hudson Leisure Centre to bowlers of the 
town. 

 
The resident stated that there is a considerable demand for indoor bowling facilities within the 
town and he is hopeful that a situation could be reached whereby the indoor bowling facilities at 
the Hudson Leisure Centre could once again be enjoyed by those who are keen to use them. 

 
Members decided that the comments of the resident be noted and be taken into account when 
discussing Fenland District Council matters at minute 54/15. 

 
50/15   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
Further to minute 35/15, the Clerk reported on the latest position in relation to filling the vacancy in 
the membership of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Clerk informed members that an election had been called and three candidates are contesting 
the vacant seat. Consequently, a poll would take place on 27 August 2015.  
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
51/15   Prince’s Trust 
 
Members received a presentation from Sue Clarke, a local PCSO who is currently on secondment to 
the Prince’s Trust, on the work locally of the Prince’s Trust. 
 
Mrs Clarke reminded the council that it had provided financial support, in the sum of £5,000, to the 
Prince’s Trust (minute 167/13 refers) and commented that she feels it to be important to inform the 
council of how that funding had been utilised. 
 
Mrs Clarke explained that, in summary, the objective of the scheme which is being delivered in 
Wisbech is to assist young people who are aged between and 25 years of age and who are not in 
employment, education or training to develop skills to help equip them for work. She made the point 
that many of the participants in the programme had been part of troubled families or had lived in 
children’s homes. She added that job opportunities do exist in Wisbech  - many need to be 
convinced that it is not a realistic approach to obtain a “dream job” from “day one” – and that they 
need to take a “stepping stone” approach to work, by taking a job initially which does not necessarily 
meet their aspirations. 
 
Mrs Clarke mentioned that of the last intake of 16 participants, all of whom had passed the course, 4 
had subsequently obtained employment. She informed the council that the Prince’s Trust is currently 
looking for a new project. 
 
Mrs Clarke mentioned that course participants would be undertaking a shirts sale at the Tesco store 
on 15 October and bag packing on 22 October, to raise funds, and she asked the town council to 
help publicise and promote the activities of the Prince’s Trust. 
 
Mrs Clarke responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Mrs Clarke be noted. 
 
52/15   Dementia Friendly Societies 
 
Members received a presentation from Mrs Lisa Lowe, Dementia Support Worker at the Fenland 
Offices of the Alzheimer’s Society, on developing societies which have an awareness about 
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dementia and dismissing the stigma around the illness; she also provided information in relation to 
the services and support delivered by the Alzheimer’s Society in Wisbech. 
 
Mrs Lowe explained her role as a Dementia Support Worker and some of the activities undertaken 
locally by the Alzheimer’s Society; she mentioned that her post is based at the North Cambs 
Hospital. 
 
Mrs Lowe stated that she would like to see the town of Wisbech become one of the first Dementia 
Friendly Societies and expressed the hope that the members of Wisbech Town Council would 
become Dementia Friends. 
 
Members were informed by Mrs Lowe that there are approximately 100 types of Dementia; Mrs 
Lowe detailed some of the symptoms of Dementia and commented that around 1 in 14 people over 
the age of 65 years suffer from this illness and that approximately 1,500 people in Fenland have 
been diagnosed with Dementia. 
 
There are 5 basic facts to understanding the illness of Dementia; these are: 
 

 it is not a natural part of ageing 

 it is caused by diseases of the brain 

 it is not just about losing one’s memory – it can affect thinking, communicating and performing 
everyday tasks 

 it is possible to live well with dementia 

 there is more to a person than dementia. 
 
The Alzheimer’s Society has a target of “recruiting” three million Dementia Friends by the year 2020. 
 
Mrs Lowe made the point that support and understanding is all that is needed by most of those who 
suffer from Dementia. She informed the council that being a Dementia Friend is about turning 
understanding into action. 
 
Mrs Lowe ran an interactive exercise involving all of those present at the meeting to demonstrate the 
difficulties experienced by Dementia sufferers in undertaking some routine tasks. She made the 
point that the Alzheimer’s Society needs at least four volunteers to be able to run a Dementia group. 
 
Mrs Lowe responded to members’ questions and commented that she would like to see the town 
council taking a role in making Wisbech a Dementia Friendly Society. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Mrs Lowe be noted and that the council would 
lend its support to this initiative. 
 
53/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
No officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting. 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the “message” which had been delivered by Police Inspector Will 
Davis at the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council (minute 37/15 refers) in relation to the new 
approach to Policing in Fenland and the likely consequences for attendance by Police Officers at 
meetings of local councils. 
 
Councillor Oliver commented that Inspector Davis had been true to his word in operating an effective 
single point of contact arrangement with the Clerk; Councillor Oliver had raised one concern with the 
Clerk, who had referred the matter to Inspector Davis. Inspector Davis had provided a timely and 
informative response to the concern. 
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Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
54/15   Fenland District Council 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, 
Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter and that he had 
forwarded, earlier today, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 
 
Members discussed briefly the issue which had been raised at minute 49/15 (3). 
 
Members decided that 
 
(1) the situation be noted and that the Clerk would ascertain from Fenland District Council the 

possibility of receiving from the council the monthly updates information further in advance of 
Wisbech Town Council meetings (so that members would have the opportunity to study the 
information prior to the meeting) and the possibility of the Section 106 Planning Obligations 
report including more details as to the actual benefit which had been derived by the people of 
Wisbech in the use of the funding; 
 

(2) the Clerk would seek to ascertain from the Head of Leisure Services at Fenland District Council 
a position statement in relation to its dealings with the former Indoor Bowls Club and the 
availability of facilities at the Hudson Leisure Centre for bowling purposes. 

 
55/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
(1) General update 

 
Further to minute 24/15, the Clerk informed members that, with regard to the issue which had 
been raised by Councillor Tierney at minute 135/14, he had enquired again of the Local 
Highway Officer (LHO) as to whether Tesco Head Office had yet made a decision on whether to 
meet the cost of changing the Traffic Regulation Order, and the consequent laying of double 
yellow lines, to prevent the parking of vehicles beside the Tesco store at Wisbech; in response, 
the LHO informed the Clerk that a response from the Manager of the local Tesco store is 
awaited but he would pursue the matter and keep the Clerk informed of any developments in 
this matter. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 

(2) Local Highway Improvements 2016/17 

The Clerk reported that the County Council is inviting proposals from local communities which 
wish to submit a bid for funding from that council’s 2016/17 Local Highway Improvement (LHI) 
scheme.  Any community group, which includes local councils, is eligible to submit a bid.  

 
Under the LHI scheme, applicants are able seek up to £10,000 from the County Council as a 
contribution to their scheme. The applicant is expected to provide a contribution towards each 
project of at least 10% of the scheme cost.  Bids are restricted to one per applicant. 

 
Projects could involve any highway measure or improvement that is considered to offer benefit 
to the local community; applicants are required to state within their applications how they feel 
that the proposal would provide that community benefit. 

 
The Clerk informed members of the application process relating to this scheme and of the 
method of application evaluation/prioritisation that the County Council will operate. 
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Long-term maintenance of schemes would normally be the responsibility of the County Council, 
provided that the scheme is constructed to normal County Council standards.  

 
The deadline for submission of applications is 2 November 2015. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted and to defer to the next 
meeting of Wisbech Town Council the consideration of submission of an application for a LHI 
scheme. 
 

(3) County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Transport and Infrastructure Policy and Funding 
Team at Cambridgeshire County Council in relation to that council’s consultation exercise in 
relation to the review of its Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP), which was adopted in 
2006 as part of the Cambridgeshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011.  

 
Cambridgeshire County Council states, in its letter of consultation, that the principal aim of the 
ROWIP is to bring about improvements to the rights of way network and enhancing countryside. 
The draft version of the updated plan can be viewed at: 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20006/travel_roads_and_parking/66/transport_plans_an
d_policies. 

 
Any comments on the draft version of the updated ROWIP, which can be submitted by e-mail to 
transport.plan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk, must be received by the County Council no later than 
21 October 2015. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted and that members would 
submit to the County Council, prior to expiry of the consultation period, any comments that they 
wish to make on the draft version of the updated ROWIP. 
 

(4) Wisbech Tourism Signs 
 
Members considered Cambridgeshire County Council’s proposal to upgrade the Tourism signs 
across Wisbech; a project which has stemmed from the Wisbech 2020 summit and links to the 
Wisbech Market Town Transport Strategy. 

 
The County Council began the project by considering attractions and destinations across 
Wisbech, which were then split into two categories; the first being sites with a car park and the 
second, sites with limited or no off-road parking. The County Council concluded that it should 
use the Brown Highway signs to direct motorists to sites with car parks. Those sites without a 
car park would to be signed to the nearest large District Council car park. To finish the journey 
for those destinations, the County Council plans to have a combination of improved Tourist 
information and then pedestrian signing. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, plans which had been 
produced by the County Council showing the proposed locations of the Brown signs. 
 
The County Council is already in the process of implementing the pedestrian element of the 
scheme, as it can be delivered as a stand-alone project; most of the signage is in place but 
some updating is necessary.  
 
Councillor Miss Hoy commented that she takes on board the comments made at minute 49/15 
and agrees that the garden of Elgoods Brewery should be mentioned on the Elgood’s Brewery 
sign. The Mayor mentioned that he had already arranged for that “omission” to be rectified. 
 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20006/travel_roads_and_parking/66/transport_plans_and_policies
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20006/travel_roads_and_parking/66/transport_plans_and_policies
mailto:transport.plan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed her concern that there had not been, until now, any 
consultation between Cambridgeshire County Council and Wisbech Town Council regarding this 
matter and expressed the opinion, in regard to minute 49/15 (2), that there must be a regulation 
height or guidance as to the height of directional signage and she doubted that a height of 14 
feet above ground level would accord with such. In addition, she commented that she would be 
interested in seeing the County Council’s costings for these works and the details of any 
consultations undertaken by the County Council so far; she commented also that it would be 
appropriate for this issue to be discussed by the Wisbech Tourism Group. 
 
The Mayor responded to the comments made by Councillor Mrs Bucknor, stating that he had 
been involved in discussions with the County Council regarding these proposals and made the 
point that he had received positive responses from all of those to whom he had mentioned these 
proposals. He mentioned also that the County Council is aware of the concerns regarding the 
finger signs and would be addressing those concerns to the extent that it is able. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Mrs Cox, that 
the information provided by Cambridgeshire County Council be noted and that the proposals be 
supported. 

 
56/15   Minutes of 27 July 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Brunton, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 27 July 2015 be confirmed and signed. 
 
57/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 27 July 2015 
(2) Planning Committee of 10 August 2015. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
58/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 12 events since the last meeting of the council, 
including: 
 

 the Wisbech Rock Festival; the Mayor expressed the opinion that this event, which is becoming 
better each year, had been extremely successful this year and he paid tribute to all of those – 
council members, council staff and community volunteers – who had given their time on the day 
to ensure the efficient running of the event 

 the Mayor of Watton’s Civic Service 

 the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity BBQ 

 installation of a defibrillator  - provided through partnership working and sponsorship – at the 
Horsefair Shopping Centre 

 play day at the Spinney in Wisbech 

 judging of the council’s allotments, for the awarding of prizes to the winning tenants at an event to 
be held on 1 October 2015 
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 Prince’s Trust “passing out” event at Wisbech Fire Station 

 VJ Day at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Wisbech. 
 
In addition, the Mayor informed members of the success of two events which had been held in aid of 
his charities - these being a Garden Party on 8 August and a “Beat the Mayor” bowls event on 23 
August 2015 – which had helped to bring the total raised to date to approximately £1,200. He 
thanked those councillors who had participated in these events. 
 
Furthermore, the Mayor mentioned that he had been invited to Arles (for the period 16 to 24 
September 2015); during that visit, he would by attending, as Town Mayor, a number of civic events 
and social occasions. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
59/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, informed members of certain operational issues in 
relation to Wisbech Town Hall’s facilities, as follows: 
 

 it had been necessary to make the gents toilet “out of order” because of dry rot being discovered 
in that part of the building; the current situation is being investigated and it is anticipated that 
remedial works will need to be undertaken 
 

 recent problems have been experienced with the council’s information technology systems, which 
has resulted in staff being unable to access certain data; the Leader of the Council expressed his 
appreciation of the efforts of the council’s staff in “keeping the wheels turning” during this difficult 
period 

 

 the majority of the works required to address issues identified through a recent inspection of the 
water installations at the Town Hall had been undertaken. 

 
Further to minute 41/15, the Leader of the Council reported that a meeting involving the relevant 
officers of Fenland District Council, he and the Clerk (to discuss options for enhancement of the 
Market Place) had taken place on 3 August 2015 and that, as a result of that meeting, it is clear that 
Fenland District Council would oppose the removal of trees from the central area of Wisbech Market 
Place. Consequently, he is proposing, as Chairman of the Market Place Management Committee, 
that this council undertakes work on designing enhancement schemes which would not require such 
removal of trees; these would be the subject for discussion and consultation. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
60/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Although no member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period 
since the last meeting of the council, Councillor Hodgson, who is a member of the Wisbech/Arles 
Twinning Club, took the opportunity to inform members of the twinning visit to Arles next month. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor, who reminded members of the activities of the Wisbech Flood Wardens and 
that the group is making continued attempts to persuade people to sign-up for free flood alerts in 
advance of the anticipated high-tide in Wisbech on 1 September 2015, enquired as to whether 
Peckover School possesses a flood plan. Councillor Oliver responded in the affirmative. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
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61/15   Christmas lights 
 
Further to minute 158/14, Councillor Mrs Bucknor enquired as to the progress being made in raising 
funds for the town’s Christmas lights, as had been promised. She mentioned that she had asked for 
an update in March and July of this year but had heard nothing to date. 
 
Councillor McLaren mentioned attempts that he is making to achieve financial donations. 
 
Councillor Oliver mentioned a particular member of the community who, not only plays a leading role 
in the arrangements for the Christmas lights switch-on, is approaching local businesses with the aim 
of obtaining financial support. He undertook to ascertain from this member of the public, when she 
returns from holiday, the current situation in that regard. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that a commitment had been given by certain councillors that 
fund raising would be undertaken and that she would like to be provided with information as to what 
action is being taken in that regard and how much had been collected to date. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that all members of Wisbech Town Council should 
participate in fund raising; the task should not fall to the small number who usually participate in the 
council’s events and activities. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that Councillor Oliver would provide an update to 
members. 
 
62/15   Wisbech Town Hall 
 
Further to minute 45/15, the Clerk reported on the progress to date in investigating the options 
available to Wisbech Town Council of using a venue other than Wisbech Town Hall for its meetings. 
 
The Clerk informed members that officers had made enquiries of six possible venues in Wisbech, 
four of which had responded to the council’s enquiry. From a brief assessment of the four 
responses, the Clerk had concluded that if the council were to decide to hold its meetings at any one 
of these venues 
 

 it is very likely that the council would need to change the day of the week on which it currently 
holds its meetings 

 the council would incur hire costs, which range from £12 to £20 per hour for a room of sufficient 
size to accommodate meetings of the full council and between £9.50 and £15.00 for a room of 
sufficient size to accommodate meetings of committees and working parties 

 access to associated facilities, such as photocopying and Information Technology varied between 
the different venues. 
 

Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted and that he would pursue the 
outstanding responses and subsequently report in greater detail, to enable members to make a 
decision as to whether or not to use a venue other than Wisbech Town Hall for its meetings, at the 
September or October 2015 meeting of the council. 
 
63/15   Correspondence 
 
Wisbech Life Saving Club 

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Treasurer of the Wisbech and District Life Saving Club 
expressing its appreciation of the financial support awarded to the club (minute R21/14 refers) and 
commenting that it would submit a report to the council in December of this year on how the club 
had used the financial support which had been provided and would give acknowledgement for this 
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council’s support in any publicity that the club is able to generate through its acquisition of the new 
equipment that would be purchased using the funding provided by Wisbech Town Council. 

 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 
64/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
WisBEACH event 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the WisBEACH (seaside experience fun day) event, which would 
take place on Wisbech Market Place between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm on Bank Holiday Monday (31 
August 2015). 

 
The event, which has been organised by the staff of Wisbech Town Council, would include 

 

 sand fun 

 donkey rides 

 fairground rides 

 bouncy castle 

 Punch and Judy shows 

 traditional deck chairs 

 surf board simulator 

 vendors of the types of food and drink associated with the seaside 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech and publicity for the event had 
also been given via social media. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 9.25 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

28 September 2015 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tierney and 
Tibbs (Deputy Mayor). 
 
Apologies: Councillors Brunton, Lay and Mrs Lay. 
 
In attendance: 3 members of the public. 
 
Public participation: none requested. 
 
Members stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Elliott Johnson, past Chairman of Wisbech 
Youth Council. 
 
65/15   Mayor’s Cadet 
 
The Mayor reported that he had been approached by the Wisbech Sea Cadets to offer a Mayor’s 
Cadet. During his Mayoral year, Barnaby Gray had been chosen to attend at civic events where 
possible. The Mayor would invite Barnaby to a future meeting for a presentation. 
 
After discussion, members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Hodgson, seconded by Councillor 
Schooling, that nominations would be sought from local youth groups for two cadets to act as 
Mayor’s Cadets and support the Mayor at civic functions. Presentation costs would be met from the 
Mayor’s Allowance. 
 
66/15   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
Further to minute 50/15, members welcomed Aigars Balsevics as a member of Wisbech Town 
Council. 
 
67/15   Access to Employment Project 
 
Members received a presentation from the Access to Employment (A2E) Team at the YMCA on the 
work of YMCA locally, the Access to Employment project and what the organisation would like to 
deliver in Wisbech. 
 
The A2E team seeks to help disadvantaged people (aged 16 +) into employment with personal 
support throughout the process, and no time limits to the help offered. This help can be tailored to 
an individual’s needs, especially offering support out of office hours. 
 
There has been a lot of work carried out in Peterborough, liaising with companies to find 
apprenticeships and trainee posts and early notification of vacancies. 
 
The team works in Wisbech at the Job Café and the Rosmini Centre, and wishes to do more in the 
town. The YMCA is seeking funding of £3,000 upwards to assist in continuing and enhancing the 
work it does. 
 
The presentation and tabled notes would be circulated to members electronically. 
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Members decided that the information presented be noted. 
 
68/15   Safeguarding and Inclusion 
 
Members received a presentation from a representative of the Safeguarding and Community 
Inclusion Project on the work undertaken in Wisbech. 
 
The project covers Norfolk, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. The project involves community 
engagement and developing training for staff and practice standards. Its aim is to improve 
safeguarding in families and has a particular emphasis upon engaging with East European families 
in Peterborough, King’s Lynn and Wisbech. 
 
Members of the project team aim to have a presence in places where families are, and talk to 
parents about services. They are especially interested in why families do not engage with services, 
and what the barriers to engagement and communication may be. 
 
The results of their investigations will inform training and services across local authority boundaries. 
 
Members decided that the information be noted. 
 
69/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
No officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting. 
 
Members noted correspondence from Inspector Will Davis and Sergeant Alan Boughen that had 
been circulated by e-mail. 
 
Councillor Tierney informed members that residents in The Crescent had attended a meeting 
regarding particular ASB issues in the Memorial Gardens that had been raised with the police. 
 
Members decided that the Deputy Clerk would write to the police asking for a report on this issue. 
 
70/15   Fenland District Council 
 
Members noted that information in respect of CCTV performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations 
details and the Environment newsletter had been circulated to members by e-mail in advance of the 
meeting. 
 
71/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
a) Street Lighting  
 
Further to minute 39/15 (3), a report on the public consultation was tabled for members’ 
consideration. 
 
199 responses had been received. It was acknowledged that this was a low percentage response, 
even though there had been widespread publicity in the local press, and online through social 
media.   
 
Of the responses received, the majority wished the lights to remain illuminated between 12 midnight 
and 6.00 am each day (60% to 20% off). 36 responses had been deemed invalid as they were either 
duplicate responses or were not from Wisbech Parish residents. 
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Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor Miss Hoy, that the 
Deputy Clerk would respond to Mr Blackburne-Maze (CCC Head of Assets and Commissioning) that 
Wisbech Town Council is willing to contribute the requested £12 per light per year (increasing by 
inflation) plus the £65 administration costs for the lights in question. They wish for no street lights to 
be switched off. Wisbech has a culture of 24-hour factories and shops and members feel that 
switching off lights is not acceptable. 
 
b) Local Highway Improvements 
 
i - 2015/16 – further to minute 80/14, members considered information from the County Council 
(circulated previously) in relation to the town council’s successful bid for a zebra crossing in 
Kirkgate. 
 
The Deputy Clerk was asked to confirm with Cambridgeshire County Council that the project would 
proceed.  
 
Following a visit from the County Council’s Road Safety Team, members would welcome any further 
comments and a formal design for consideration. 
 
ii -2016/17 – further to minute 55/15 (2), members considered a proposal from Councillor Oliver for a 
scheme to prevent cars using West Parade (behind North End), to encourage use as a footpath and 
cycleway.  
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Schooling, that the 
scheme proposed by Councillor Oliver be submitted to the County Council as a Local Highway 
Improvement scheme for 2016/17. 
 
72/15   Minutes of 24 August 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Mrs Bucknor, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that, 
following the amendment of item 61/15 to read that “Mrs Bucknor had asked for updates in March 
and July”, the minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 24 August 2015 be 
confirmed and signed. 
 
73/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1)   Planning Committee – 24 August 2015 
(2)   Resources Committee – 14 September 2015 
(3)   Planning Committee – 14 September 2015. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
Members noted changes to dates of some forthcoming meetings. 
 
74/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
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The Mayor informed members that he had attended 33 events since the last meeting of the council, 
including: 
 

 the new Heritage Festival initiated by Octavia Hill Birthplace House – which is hoped to become 
an annual event 

 the LitFest Literature Festivale at the Angles Theatre 

 Summer Fun at Friday Bridge 

 Opening of Skelton Hall at the Grammar School 

 70th wedding anniversary of Arthur and Marjorie Hunt 

 Summer Reading Scheme awards at Wisbech Library 

 Showman’s Reception at the White Lion Hotel 

 ‘The War is Over’ commemoration by St Augustine’s Day Centre at the Grammar School. 

 
The Mayor and the Mayoress had also attended events in St Neots, Peterborough, Rushden, Sutton 
Bridge, RAF Molesowrth, and RAF Alconbury. He thanked the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Tibbs, for 
attending events, and accompanying Mrs Hodgson to events, that he had not been able to attend. 
 
The Mayor mentioned two sad events; the cancellation of the WisBeach event due to bad weather, 
and the retirement of Alister Hopkins, whose last civic duty was attending ‘The War is Over’. The 
Deputy Clerk was asked to ensure that the Beadle/Macebearer plaque was updated with Alister’s 
dates. 
 
The Mayor was very pleased to inform members of his busy and enjoyable trip to Arles. There had 
been at least one civic duty every day. 
 
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Twinning, Councillor Hodgson and the Mayor of Arles, 
Herve Schiavetti planted an olive tree in Wisbech Street. This was followed by an official reception 
to re-acclaim the Twinning charter. Later that evening Councillor Hodgson judged the floats at the 
annual Feria du Riz (Rice Festival), which stared at 9.30pm and ended at midnight. 
 
Fourteen of the Twinning Club members had joined the Mayor on this trip to Arles. Councillor 
Hodgson wished to especially thank Jean-Claude and Majo Marchesseau for accommodating him 
and Mrs Hodgson during their trip, and all the work Jean-Claude put in to the organisation and 
assistance with the Feria. Thanks also went to Wisbech Twinning Club David Bragg for acting as 
translator and helping transport exhibition prints. 
 
The Mayor was pleased to report that following the threat of closure of the Wisbech Twinning Club 
over two years ago, liaison with the Arles Twinning Club had been revived for the 50th anniversary, 
and it was now doing well. 
 
The Mayor presented the Council with gifts from the Mayor of Arles, which would be stored in the 
Council Chamber. This included a book, a medallion, and copies of the Twining renewal signed 
on19 September 2015. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
75/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, thanked Councillor Human and Joe Tierney for acting 
as Macebearer and Junior Beadle at the opening of the Statute Fair (as the Macebearer had been 
unable to attend). 
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Upon the retirement of Alister Hopkins, and in the event of the unavailability of the locum 
Macebearer, Trevor Longmuir, he asked that councillors, or a councillor, be willing to offer their 
services to undertake some duties. 
 
Councillor Bucknor requested an update on the Market Place discussions and Christmas lights 
fundraising. The Leader of the Council responded that a timescale for the discussions on the 
improvements to the Market Place would be planned on the return, from annual leave, of the Clerk. 
 
The Festivals Working Party is overseeing the Christmas lights switch-on events and fundraising 
activities. This included seeking corporate sponsorship as well as general fundraising, although 
ideas and offers of assistance from all councillors would be welcomed. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
76/15   Parking provision for taxis in Wisbech 
 
Councillor Tierney reported that a meeting had taken place regarding issues with the layover bays 
and taxi rank between officers of Fenland District Council (FDC), Cambridgeshire County Council 
(CCC) and representatives of the taxi trade. 
 
FDC and CCC have separate responsibilities as the layover bays and taxi rank belong to FDC but 
CCC issue licenses to buses in the Horsefair Bus Station. 
 
Councillor Oliver reported that FDC had agreed to a ‘kiss & drop’ (drop off bay) in the car park of the 
Horsefair Shopping Centre for closer access to shops and buses. 
 
FDC would be improving signage and markings at the layover bays near The Case to emphasise 
that these spaces are for taxis only. This work is scheduled to be completed by Christmas and its 
effectiveness reviewed thereafter. 
 
FDC licensing and enforcement officers are working with taxi drivers to ensure that all rules and 
regulations are being followed correctly. A web form will be available for the public to compliment or 
comment on taxi services. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
77/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Councillor Oliver reported on the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. The museum’s grants from other 
bodies are likely to be reduced and, consequently, the level of grant awarded by Wisbech Town 
Council may need to be reviewed. 
 
The Deputy Clerk reported on the Wisbech and District Tourism Group meeting. There had been 
discussion on the new tourist signage. The new, pedestrian, finger signs are of a slightly different 
style to the originals, and there had been errors in the initial installation, which are being addressed. 
 
Members were informed of the FDC Making Tourism Count event on 2 October. This was a drop-in 
day at Fenland Hall to help shape tourism in the Cambridgeshire Fens. All were encouraged to 
attend. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
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78/15   Flytipping in Wisbech 
 
Councillor Schooling raised the issue of an increase in the amount of fly tipping around Wisbech and 
the issues it raises in public health and cost to clear up. He asked that there be more information to 
direct the public to the local refuse/recycling centre. 
 
Members were asked to inform the Street Scene Team at Fenland District Council of any such 
issues as soon as possible and also encourage ward residents to report issues. 
 
79/15   Correspondence 
 
The Deputy Clerk informed members that she had no correspondence for reporting to the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted.  
 
80/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
a) Members noted the message from Penny Stocks of Wisbech In Bloom regarding the successes 

of 2015, as follows: 
 

“We are delighted and relieved to let you know that Wisbech scooped another GOLD and Best 
Large Town. A Gold and overall winner in medium size parks for St Peters Church gardens and 
Gold and overall winner for Wisbech General Cemetery in the Cemetery category”. 
 

Members were reminded that the Wisbech In Bloom / Allotments Presentation evening would be 
held at the Wisbech Institute on 1 October 2015 at 7.00pm. 
 

b) Members noted the Sea Sunday Service being held on 11 October 2025 at the St Peter and St 
Paul’s Church. 

 
c) Members noted the proposed list of events organised by, or assisted by, Wisbech Town Council 

for 2016, as set out below: 
 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

SATURDAY 23 APRIL ST GEORGE MARKET PLACE 

SATURDAY TBC LYLM MARKET PLACE 

SUNDAY TBC LYLM MARKET PLACE 

SUNDAY 5 JUNE FESTIVAL MARKET PLACE 

SUNDAY 19 JUNE ARMED FORCES DAY MARKET PLACE 

TUESDAY-
SUNDAY 

28 JUNE – 3 JULY ROSE FAIR TOWN CENTRE 

SUNDAY 24 JULY WISBEACH MARKET PLACE 

SUNDAY 7 AUGUST ROCK FESTIVAL WISBECH PARK 

THURSDAY-
SUNDAY 

8 – 11 SEPTEMBER HERITAGE OPEN DAYS  

SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER SCHWABEN REDOUBT COMMEMORATION TBC 

SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON MARKET PLACE 

SUNDAY TBC CHRISTMAS FAYRE TOWN CENTRE 
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The Town Council’s Markets Team may also look at arranging something for Chinese New Year 
(February) and Easter (March). 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Deputy Clerk be noted. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.53 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

26 October 2015 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics (from 8.10 pm), 
Brunton, Mrs Cox, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs Lay, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tibbs 
(Deputy Mayor) and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor and Hill. 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
81/15   Mayor’s Cadet 
 
Further to minute 65/15, the Mayor introduced to the council his Cadet, Barnaby Gray and presented 
to him a Wisbech Town Council shield and a Mayor’s Cadet badge.  
 
The Mayor mentioned that his Cadet would be supporting him at the Remembrance Day parade and 
wreath laying in Wisbech on 8 November 2015. 
 
82/15   The Ferry Project 
 
Members received a presentation from Keith Smith, Director of the Ferry Project, on the work of the 
Ferry Project and the services that it offers in Wisbech. 
 
Mr Smith made reference to the recent announcement made by Cambridgeshire County Council in 
relation to the financial savings of around £100m that it would need to achieve over the next five 
financial years; this would include budget reductions of around £26m in Adult Services, which would, 
in all likelihood, have a bearing on the work of the Ferry Project. 
 
Mr Smith informed the council that the Ferry Project is now at the time of planning for the future of 
the project and he wishes to gain an understanding of how Wisbech Town Council would like to see 
the project move forward. He explained to the council the background of the project and its current 
objectives. 
 
The Ferry Project, which has been part of the Luminus Group since 2006, provides units of 
accommodation for 24 persons (around 90 to 100 persons make use of this accommodation each 
year) and a 14-bed night shelter (this supports around 80 persons at any one time). The project also 
provides educational support and work experience for its “tenants”. Mr Smith informed the council 
that he is currently working with Business in the Community to provide work experience 
opportunities and he added that both Foster’s Maintenance and Anglian Water are key “employers”. 
 
Mr Smith presented details of hostel outcomes for the financial year 2014/15; these show that 7,858 
nights of accommodation were provided and that the demand for the night shelter is increasing. He 
made the point that the average rate of occupancy was 8.4 persons per night for 2014/15 and that 
the figure for 2015/16 so far is 11 persons per night; currently, the night shelter is full on most days 
and Mr Smith anticipates that there will, because of the lack of such accommodation in the town, be 
persons sleeping rough in Wisbech during the forthcoming winter months. He commented that the 
majority of the residents of the night shelter are UK citizens and that 80.5% of those who had 
received support from the Ferry Project had not returned to living on the streets. 
 
Mr Smith explained that the Ferry Project is run as a social enterprise – it operates a café and 
undertakes outside catering for certain events; hires out accommodation at the Queen Mary Centre 
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for meetings, events and weddings; running a printing business; operating a furniture recycling 
business. Approximately £120,000 per annum is raised through social enterprise. He commented 
that the Ferry Project leases the Queen Mary Centre from Cambridgeshire County Council and that 
through income that the Ferry Project has generated from activities at the building, it had broken 
even across the last two financial years and is now making a profit. 
 
The Queen Mary Centre (QMC) is used regularly by a number of community groups and agencies; a 
jobs café and a jobs club both operate from the QMC, as a result of which some of the attendees 
had gained employment. 
 
Mr Smith asked the question of the council as to how the Ferry Project could help the Town Council 
in the delivery of its community support role. He informed the council that the Ferry Project would 
like help with funding for the night shelter (all of which needs to be raised by the Ferry Project) and 
support for the Ferry Project’s request to Cambridgeshire County Council for a new lease for the 
Queen Mary Centre with a term of 30 years (the current lease is for a period of five years, around 
half of which has now expired). A lease with a substantially longer term would enable investment to 
be made in terms of replacing the heating system and undertaking repairs to the roof. 
 
Mr Smith responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members decided that the content of the presentation be noted and that Wisbech Town Council 
would support any request from the Ferry Project to Cambridgeshire County Council for a new lease 
for the Queen Mary Centre with a term of 30 years. 
 
83/15   Youth and Community Support at Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
Members received a presentation from Lizzi Wales, Youth and Community Co-ordinator at 
Cambridgeshire County Council, on the support that is provided via the Locality Team within the 
County Council’s Children, Families and Adults Directorate. 
 
Miss Wales drew members’ attention to the outcomes of the review undertaken by Cambridgeshire 
County Council in 2014 of its Early Help Services and explained that the vision of the new service is 
to “help build resilient families and communities, supported effectively by universal and community 
based services, whilst offering targeted support for those who need it most in order to achieve”. 
 
The new service continues to provide support for families, children and vulnerable young people but 
is now more targeted towards supporting families overcoming barriers in the following areas: 
 
• Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)  
• Child and/or parental mental health issues 6/20 
• Underachievement due to poverty 
• Domestic abuse  
•   Substance misuse 
• Families facing multiple problems. 

 
As part of the new staffing structure which came about through the Early Help Services review was 
creation of the posts of Youth and Community Co-ordinator; there are 4.5 FTE such posts across 
Cambridgeshire, 2 of which are based within Fenland; in addition to Miss Wales, who covers the 
towns (and associated villages) of Wisbech and Whittlesey, there is Donna Barnes, who covers the 
towns (and associated villages) of Chatteris and March. The 4.5 FTE posts of Youth and Community 
Co-ordinator replace the former posts of 10.5 FTE posts of Youth Development Co-ordinator. 
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The main objectives set, having regard for the responses to the consultation exercise for the Early 
Help Services review, for the Youth and Community Co-ordinators include: 

 
 Helping to build confidence and capacity within the community and voluntary-sector 

 Encouraging young people to become involved in time banking and the Time Credits scheme 

 Value and utilise church and faith groups 

 Promoting inter-generational activities, such as using excluded pupils to work on community 
projects 

 Targeting local business for work experience, volunteering and accommodation. 
 
Miss Wales informed members of some of the work that she had undertaken since taking-on her 
new role, including: 
 

 Being part of the scrutineer/ monitoring panel for the Healthy Fenland Fund  

 Participating in the Creative People and Places project, the purpose of which is (through the use 

of funding provided by the Arts Council to the Districts of Fenland and Forest Heath) to increase 

the level of community participation in arts events 

 Participating in the Community Locally-led Development project, which is bidding for European 

funding to address social, environmental and economic issues in Wisbech 

 Meeting existing services and partners across Fenland 

 Developing  the parent forum for the Wisbech Children’s Centres 

 Working with the Gorefield playing field committee to deliver a youth club for the village 

 Joint projects with the Queen Mary Centre to support families to sustain their tenancies, making 

houses into homes, budget management, confidence-building and access to services.  

 Developing relationships with key partners, such as Care Network, to support the elderly 

communities. 

 
In addition, Miss Wales informed the council what is happening with youth work locally now that the 
County Council is no longer able to offer, because of budget reductions, generic youth service 
provision. She mentioned that a new partnership had been developed with Twenty20 productions, 
which had taken over the running and the staff for the Jammin’ group (a music-focussed group 
which meets each Tuesday at the Queen Mary Centre and hold events, concerts and gigs and 
provides a fun and safe environment in which young people can develop). 
 
Miss Wales mentioned that she had discussed with the Clerk the council’s ambitions for 
enhancement and development of Wisbech Market Place and how her service and Wisbech Town 
Council could work collaboratively to develop arts and culture in the Market Place. She stated that 
she is very impressed at the more recent development of community-facing events and projects that 
had been developed and delivered by Wisbech Town Council, which she attributes, in part, to the 
pro-active and positive approach taken  the Town Clerk and his team. She expressed the opinion 
that as much partnership working as possible between Wisbech Town Council and her service 
would be in the best interests of the community of Wisbech. 
 
Miss Wales responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members decided that the content of the presentation be noted and that the officers of Wisbech 
Town Council would continue to work in partnership with officers of the County Council’s Locality 
Team as appropriate. 
 
84/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, Police Sergeant Alan 
Boughen had provided to the Clerk, via e-mail earlier in the day, a report on recent incidents of 



 

  

49 

 

crime and disorder in Wisbech. The Clerk had forwarded to members, in advance of the meeting, a 
copy of that e-mail/report. 
 
The report mentions that the main issues requiring the use of policing resources is responding to 
dwelling burglaries (there had been 13 such offences reported in October to date) and incidents of 
anti-social behaviour associated with street drinking. In addition to delivering a service to Wisbech, 
local officers had provided support to events and incidents in other parts of Cambridgeshire. 
 
In response to the Clerk’s offer to refer to the Constabulary any issues of concern for members, 
certain members mentioned the following: 
 

 Councillor Tierney referred to an alleged incident on Wilberforce Road, involving a drunk driver, in 
which vehicles had been damaged; he commented that the Constabulary appears to be ignoring 
the mattered and he questioned why. 

 Councillor Mrs Cox mentioned the issue of vehicles being driven across the double yellow lines 
on Wilberforce Road to gain access to the shop 

 Councillor Lay expressed, again, his concerns that the Constabulary takes no action in relation to 
the illegal and inconsiderate parking of vehicles. 

 
Members decided that the information provided by Sergeant Boughen be noted and that the Clerk 
would refer to the local Policing Inspector thee issues which had been raised by members. 
 
85/15   Fenland District Council 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, 
Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter and that he had 
forwarded, earlier today, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
86/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
Members considered a proposal from the Local Highways Team at Cambridgeshire County Council 
to extend the parking restrictions (double yellow lines) on Newbridge Lane, Wisbech. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, a copy of the plan, produced by 
the County Council, showing the proposed new lining. The deadline for the submission of any 
comments on the proposals is 30 October 2015. 
 
Councillor Tierney informed members that this proposal provides the solution to the issue that he 
had raised at minute 135/14 (disturbance caused to residents by the parking of vehicles beside the 
Tesco store at Wisbech) and had been the subject of a number of updates by the Clerk as a result 
of an ongoing dialogue with the Local Highway Officer (the most recent being at minute 55/15 (1)). 
He, therefore, asked members to support this proposal. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Schooling, seconded by Councillor 
McLaren, that the County Council’s proposal to extend the parking restrictions (double yellow lines) 
on Newbridge Lane, Wisbech be supported. 
 
87/15   Provision for indoor bowling in Wisbech 
 
Further to minute 49/15 (3), the Mayor reported on the latest position in relation to the provision for 
indoor bowling in Wisbech. 
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The Mayor informed members that following a series of meetings and discussions with interested 
parties (including, on different occasions, himself, Councillor Human, past members of the Wisbech 
Indoor Bowls Club, Phil Hughes (the Head of Leisure Services and Fenland District Council), District 
Councillor Tanfield and Simon Fairhill of Living Sport), the situation has been reached whereby a 
(constituted) Hudson Indoor Bowls Club has been formed. It is anticipated that the club would have 
around 150 members, each of whom would pay a membership fee of £30 for the period to August 
2016, plus a rink fee of £3 per player.  
 
A lease between Fenland District Council and the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club, for use of facilities at 
the Hudson Leisure Centre, is being prepared. 
 
The Mayor mentioned that the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club had invited both Fenland District Council 
and Wisbech Town Council to each appoint one member to its committee. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed his thanks to the Mayor and Councillor Human for their participation in 
this matter, which had achieved a positive outcome for all parties.  
 
Councillor Mrs Cox read a letter from a current user of the area at the Hudson Leisure Centre (HLC) 
which is used for bowling, expressing concern that the re-introduction of bowling activities at the 
HLC would have an adverse impact upon that group’s activities. 
 
Members decided that  
 
(1) that the information reported by the Mayor be noted and that he would keep the council updated 

on further progress in this matter; 
 

(2) the council would place on record its appreciation of the time and effort of District Councillor 
Tanfield and the relevant officers at Fenland District Council for working together to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution to this issue;  

 
(3) the council would consider making an appointment to an outside body in relation to the 

committee of the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club, following the signing of the lease between Fenland 
District Council and the bowls club. 

 
88/15   Minutes of 28 September 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Schooling, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 28 September 2015 be confirmed and 
signed. 
 
89/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 28 September 2015 
(2) Resources Committee of 12 October 2015 
(3) Planning Committee of 12 October 2015. 
 
With regard to minute R7/15 (of the Resources Committee meeting of 12 October 2015), the Clerk 
informed members that he would, in the very near future, be inviting expressions of interest from 
members in becoming a member of the Cleansing Working Party. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
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90/15   Travel for Cambridgeshire Partnership 
 
Members considered Wisbech Town Council becoming a member of the Travel for Cambridgeshire 
Partnership. 
 
The Clerk read to members the benefits of such membership (including access to grant funding for 
infrastructure improvements), which is free-of-charge. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor McLaren, seconded by Councillor Schooling, that 
Wisbech Town Council would become a member of the Travel for Cambridgeshire Partnership. 
 
91/15   Wisbech Town Hall 
 
Further to minutes 45/15 and 62/15, the Clerk reported on the conclusions of his investigations into 
the options available to Wisbech Town Council of using a venue other than Wisbech Town Hall for 
its meetings. 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the information that he had provided at minutes 45/15 and 62/15 
and informed them that, further to minute 62/15, he had sought to obtain responses from the two 
potential meeting venues which had not responded at that time. As a result of further contact with 
those venues, one further response had been received. The cost of hiring a meeting room at that 
venue, as the council holds its meetings “out of hours” (after 5.00 pm), would be £53.25 per hour. 
 
The more permanent ramping (which had been commissioned by the Clerk), which provides access 
for the disabled to the Town Hall, had now been delivered and is available for use at the Town Hall 
each time that a meeting takes place. The ramping was in place for this meeting and had been used 
by Councillor Mrs Lay to access the building. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Tierney as to whether the new ramping had provided a 
safe and comfortable means of access to the Town Hall, Councillor Mrs Lay responded in the 
affirmative. In addition, she expressed her appreciation of the efforts of the Clerk to the Council in 
delivering a solution to the difficulties that she had experienced in accessing the Town Hall. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted and that - in the light of the 
fact that using any building other than Wisbech Town Hall for meetings of Wisbech Town Council 
would result in both additional costs to the council and be less operationally effective than the 
current arrangements, as well as the fact that the access difficulty to the Town Hall had been 
addressed through the provision of a purpose-built ramp – the council would pursue no further the 
possibility of using any building other than Wisbech Town Hall for meetings of Wisbech Town 
Council. 
 
92/15   Community events and festivals 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy, Chairman of the council’s Community Events and Festivals Working Party, 
reported briefly on the current situation in terms of the planning for community events for the 
remainder of 2015, with a particular focus upon fundraising for the town’s Christmas lights. 
 
She circulated to members a draft Lighting Up Wisbech Funding Strategy, produced (free-of-charge) 
by Tin Fish Creative Communications (a local company which is a sponsor for the annual lights 
switch-on event), which sets out a 5 years plan – using various means (including: sales of raffle 
tickets, goods and merchandise; income from pitch fees; collections; donations and sponsorship) – 
of generating income of £15,000 to £22,000 over that period to contribute towards the costs of 
providing Christmas lights in Wisbech. 
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Councillor Miss Hoy made the point that the success of the strategy would, to some extent, be 
dependent upon the members of Wisbech Town Council and their various networks participating in 
the various elements of fundraising activities; in this regard, she encouraged members to sell books 
of raffle tickets and the “I helped to light up Wisbech” wrist bands.  
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and the Lighting Up Wisbech Funding Strategy be 
supported. 
 
93/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 19 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 116), including: 
 

 Prince’s Trust event at Wisbech 

 The Allotments and Top Garden Presentations 

 Travel Choices event held at the Tesco store at Wisbech 

 the Riders Remembrance service held at Mount Pleasant Cemetery 

 Candlelit Concert held at Leverington Church 

 Sea Sunday service held at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Wisbech 

 Wellbeing Fayre at the Baptist Church, Wisbech 

 Opening of the Wisbech F.A Cup Exhibition at Octavia House 

 Save The Children bazaar at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Wisbech 

 A number of events held at Ely, Downham Market St Neots, King’s Lynn, Huntingdon 

 The Fenland Enterprise Business Awards 2015, held at March. The Mayor commented that 
Wisbech had, once again (as was the case in 2014), Wisbech had received the Pride in Fenland 
category.  

 
In addition, the Mayor informed members that fundraising for the Mayor’s Charities continues; 
fundraising events organised include the Mayor’s Ball (on 27 November 2015), shopping bag 
packing at the Tesco and ASDA stores in Wisbech and possibly a tombola stall at the Wisbech 
Christmas Fayre (on 13 December 2015). He commented that approximately £1,500 had been 
raised for the Mayor’s Charities since May of this year. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
94/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, informed members that he had nothing specific to 
report to council at this time. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
95/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
No member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since the 
last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
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96/15   Correspondence 
 
Wisbech General Cemetery 
 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust, requesting the 
council’s support to its application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a scheme to restore the Chapel at 
the General Cemetery, Leverington Road, Wisbech. 

 
The Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust points out that this cemetery was one of the first 
“garden cemeteries” in the country and is a place where many notable people of Wisbech, including 
soldiers who fought in World War One, are buried. The site is now seen as a wildlife conservation 
area, where people are able to spend time and have peaceful reflection. 

 
The council endorses the opinion of the Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust if the chapel at the 
cemetery were to be restored, it would provide a useful amenity for the town as an additional tourist 
attraction; it would be a place which could be visited by pupils of local schools, community groups 
and the relatives of those who are buried at the cemetery etc. 

 
The Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust proposes to arrange for the graves at the cemetery to 
be tidied and mapped, so that descendants of those buried at that cemetery would be able to 
identify more easily “the final resting place” of their relatives; members consider this to be a laudable 
objective, which is worthy of the council’s support. 
 
Members recognise the benefit that such a scheme could bring to Wisbech; to be enjoyed by people 
who live and/or work in Wisbech or visit the town. 
 
The council understands the importance of the history and heritage of Wisbech, as well as having a 
desire to maximise the town’s facilities for community benefit, and is keen to support any initiative 
which is able to have a positive impact upon that situation. It is understood that the chapel was 
constructed in 1848 and was saved from demolition in the 1970s. Wisbech Town Council is in no 
doubt that this historic building, which is now, sadly, in a state of disrepair, is worthy of restoration in 
the manner proposed by the Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust. 

 
Members decided that Wisbech Town Council would lend its support to the application being made 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund by Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust. 
 
97/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
Spooktacular event 
 
The Clerk reminded members of this year’s Spooktacular event, which would take place at the 
Horsefair Shopping Centre and Wisbech Market Place between 3.00 pm and 5.00 pm on Saturday 
31 October 2015.  

 
The event, which has been organised by the Manager of the Horsefair Shopping Centre with support 
from the staff of Wisbech Town Council, would include: 

 

 Trick or Treating (in which around 60 shops and businesses within Wisbech town centre would be 

participating 

 Halloween-themed fancy dress competition (to be judged by the Mayor ant 4.00 pm) 

 A fairground ride 

 Spider Mountain climbing activity 

 Balloon modelling 

 Display of owls 
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 Creepy creatures 

 A number of other attractions. 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech and publicity for the event had 
also been given via social media. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.50 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

23 November 2015 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Brunton, 
Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Miss Hoy, Human, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, 
Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Hill, Lay, Mrs Lay and McLaren. 
 
98/15 Public participation - Town Beadle/Mace Bearer 
 
A parishioner commented that he had been pleased to see the level of support from the community 
and members of Wisbech Town Council for Remembrance Day event and church service but was 
disappointed that the party from Wisbech Town Council, which were wearing civic robes, was not 
accompanied by a Town Beadle/Mace Bearer. 
 
The parishioner expressed his understanding of the reasons for the council to no longer have such a 
paid post on its staffing establishment but hopes that the council would consider filling this role on a 
voluntary basis; he asked the council to maintain the tradition of having the presence of a Mace 
Bearer at certain events. 
 
In response, the Mayor stated his support for the comments made by the parishioner and made the 
point that there would be a Mace Bearer at his Mayor’s Ball on 27 November 2015. 
 
Councillor Human commented that he would be happy to perform, on a voluntary basis, the role of 
Mace Bearer, as he had done at the opening of the Fair in September of this year. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the parishioner be noted and that this matter be included as 
an item on the agenda for the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
99/15   Police and Crime Commissioner’s Outreach Service 
 
Members received a presentation from Miss Emily, Gutteridge, Outreach Worker for the 
Peterborough and Fenland Office of the Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner, on the 
outreach service provided to the communities of Peterborough and Fenland. 
 
Miss Gutteridge explained her role and outlined to members the various activities undertaken as part 
of the outreach service, including: 
 

 a regular Police engagement activity at the Tesco store in Wisbech 

 attendance at local panel/forum meetings 

 liaising with Neighbourhood Watch groups  

 working to recruit Village Specials (who would be volunteers from within the community) 

 working with two units of Police Cadets in Wisbech (she is seeking ideas and suggestions as to 
how these cadets could be included in community events and activities) 

 seeking to be invited to participate in any local events where community engagement is a feature 

 production and circulation of regular newsletters from the Police and Crime Commissioner; she 
made making particular reference to the most recent edition which focussed upon Restorative 
Justice. 
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Miss Gutteridge explained to the council the difficult financial circumstances being faced by 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary; the need to achieve further budget reductions of £19.3 million before 
the financial year 2019/20, having already made savings of £13.3 million over recent years. To 
achieve some of the future financial savings, the Constabulary had embarked upon a review of its 
estates and, consequently, the Police Station at Wisbech would close and the staffing would be co-
located with Fire and Rescue personnel at the Wisbech Fire Station site. She made the point that 
the Chief Constable and the Police and Crime Commissioner are working hard to identify ways of 
achieving the financial savings without impacting upon front-line service delivery. 
 
In an attempt to address the difficulties experienced by members of the public with the performance 
of the 101 telephone service, 10 additional “call handler” posts had been created; the advertising 
process to recruit to these posts had concluded and the selection of candidates for interview is now 
underway. As a further means of improving the 101 service, a “queue buster” feature had been 
implemented; 23% of telephone callers now use that feature. 
 
Miss Gutteridge responded to members’ questions. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Bucknor as to how savings would be achieved by the 
Constabulary through re-location of operations in Wisbech to the site of the Fire Station, Miss 
Gutteridge undertook to research the details and forward the resultant information to the Clerk. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Mrs Bucknor as to whether the Constabulary is looking to 
roll out its community engagement to local supermarkets other than Tesco, Miss Gutteridge stated 
that such discussions are underway with the Asda store. 
 
With regard to the Police Cadets initiative, Councillor Miss Hoy suggested that the Constabulary 
should give publicity to the group at Meadowgate School, particularly as this is the only such unit in 
the UK to be based in a school for children with Special Educational Needs. 
 
As one means of the Constabulary making financial savings, Councillor Mrs Cox expressed the 
opinion that serious though should be given to reducing the cost of senior management within the 
service. In response to that comment, Miss Gutteridge stated that Cambridgeshire Constabulary is 
examining the feasibility of further opportunities for shared responsibilities (and costs) and explained 
briefly the joint working arrangements (between the Constabulary and Peterborough City Council) 
being operated by the Safer Peterborough Partnership. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that he supports the efforts being made to improve communications 
but still, on occasions, he receives no response from the Constabulary to issues that he had 
reported. 
 
In response to a question from the Mayor, Miss Gutteridge stated that she would be happy to attend, 
on and ad-hoc basis, meetings of the Wisbech Tenants Residents’ Association. 
 
Members decided that information presented be noted and that the Clerk would forward to all 
members of the council the responses from Miss Gutteridge to the questions which had been asked 
of her. 
 
100/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, Police Sergeant Alan 
Boughen had provided to the Clerk, via e-mail earlier in the day, a report on recent incidents of 
crime and disorder in Wisbech. The Clerk had forwarded to members, in advance of the meeting, a 
copy of that e-mail/report. 
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The report mentions that the main area of the Constabulary’s patrol activity during the past week 
had been in providing re-assurance to the community, in the light of the recent terror attacks in 
Paris. This work involves checking locations across the County where an attack would have a 
significant impact upon local/regional and national infrastructure; other work involves providing re-
assurance patrols in and around locations of high footfall. 
 
Sergeant Boughen gives an assurance that the Christmas Lights Extravaganza, to take place on 29 
November 2015, would have the presence of uniformed Police staff to provide re-assurance to all of 
those in attendance at the event. In addition, with the forthcoming expected increase in footfall within 
the town centre, due to the festive season, the Constabulary would strive to ensure some visible 
presence within the town on the main shopping days.  
 
In his report, Sergeant Boughen Boughen comments there had been a reduction in the number of 
reported crimes and incidents of anti-social behaviour within the Waterlees Village ward; total crime 
had reduced by 12% and anti-social behaviour had reduced by 42% when compared to last year.  
 
Across the whole of Wisbech there is currently a 9% increase in all recorded crime and a 27% 
reduction in reported anti-social behaviour. 
 
Members decided that the information provided by Sergeant Boughen be noted. 
 
101/15   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Draft Fenland Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
 
The Clerk informed members that Fenland District Council (FDC) is currently undertaking a 
consultation exercise, which operates between 16 November and 14 December 2015, in 
respect of its draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP); this document, when approved by the 
Cabinet at FDC, would update the IDP which was adopted by FDC in February 2013. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, an e-mail from the 
Neighbourhood Strategy Team at Fenland District Council which explained the rationale for this 
review and the methods by which consultation responses could be submitted. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that they would submit their consultation 
responses directly to the Neighbourhood Strategy Team at Fenland District Council. 
 

(3) Proposed charging scheme for pre-application planning advice 
 

The Clerk informed members that Fenland District Council (FDC) is currently undertaking a 
consultation exercise, which operates until 4 December 2015, in respect of the possible 
introduction of a charging scheme for pre-application planning advice. 
 
FDC makes the point that the principle of charging for planning advice is well established 
nationally and had been embraced by other local planning authorities in Cambridgeshire. 
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Currently, Fenland District Council (FDC) makes no charge for pre-application advice, which is 
both expensive and time consuming in terms of officer time. FDC comments that the 
introduction of a pre-application charge would assist in ensuring the provision of both adequate 
resource and timeliness of quality advice to potential applicants. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, an e-mail (and attachment) 
from the Development Services Team at Fenland District Council which provided details of the 
proposed charges for the different categories of development and the method by which 
consultation responses could be submitted. 
 
Members are aware that FDC is in the minority of councils that currently do not charge for this 
service and, being mindful of the financial pressures being faced by FDC, consider that the 
introduction of charges for pre-application planning advice is a logical and necessary step. 

 
Members decided that the proposed introduction by Fenland District Council of charges for pre-
application planning advice be supported. 
 

(4) Housing in Fenland 
 
Councillor Human informed members of his concern regarding the conditions in which one 
particular family, which is residing in a property owned and managed by Circle Roddons 
Housing Association, are living. He commented that there had been no heating system 
operating in the property since August of this year and that no improvements to this family’s 
living conditions had been made by the landlord until he had become involved in the matter. 
 
Councillor Human possesses a file of “evidence” in relation to the case that he had explained to 
members. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that the situation described by Councillor Human is 
“the tip of the iceberg” in terms of the experiences of tenants of Circle Roddons Housing 
Association. 
 
Mr Horn, the Head of Housing and Community Support at Fenland District Council, who was in 
attendance at the meeting for minute 110/15, accepted the file from Councillor Human and 
undertook to investigate the situation with Circle Roddons Housing Association and to report 
back, via the Clerk, to Councillor Human. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
102/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
The Clerk informed members that he had no County Council matters requiring consideration by 
Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy, in her capacity as one of the County Councillors for Wisbech, informed the 
council that 
 

 the County Council is currently undertaking a public consultation exercise on funding proposals in 
association with its budget for 2016/17; significant budget reductions are proposed, across all 
areas of service, and it is important that people have their say 

 she is one of the first batch of County Councillors to be operating a Connecting Councillors 
budget (which is £20,000 for the whole of Cambridgeshire); she asked members to suggest ideas 
in terms of the use of such funding for community projects within the Wisbech South Division and 
commented that County Councillor also has such a budget for the Wisbech North Division 
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 Orchard Lodge care home in Wisbech had failed its recent Care Quality Commission inspection – 
achieving a rating of Inadequate - and that the County Council is consequently working with the 
NHS to ensure that the residents are not at risk. In addition, plans are in place to work with the 
care home to ensure improvement in standards. 
 

Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

103/15   Provision for indoor bowling in Wisbech 
 
Further to minute 87/15, the Mayor reported on the latest position in relation to the provision for 
indoor bowling in Wisbech. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended a meeting earlier today, involving officer 
representatives of Fenland District Council and Living Sport, at which signing of the lease between 
Fenland District Council and the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club had been anticipated. To the Mayor’s 
disappointment, such signing did not take place; it is, however, anticipated that this would take place 
within the next few days. He mentioned that the annual rent payable (in September 2016) by the 
Hudson Indoor Bowls Club in year one would be £17,500, added to which would be a Repairs and 
Maintenance fee; this would bring the total payable to approximately £24,000.  
 
The Mayor commented that the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club hopes to be able to have use of the 
bowling facilities at the Hudson Leisure centre with effect from 1 January 2016. He mentioned that 
there are 92 “signed up” members so far and that this number very likely to increase. Open days 
would be held, with the aim of attracting additional members, on 9 and 10 January 2016. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted and that he would keep the 
council updated on further progress in this matter. 

 
104/15   Minutes of 26 October 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Tierney, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 26 October 2015 be confirmed and 
signed. 
 
105/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 26 October 2015 
(2) Planning Committee of 9 November 2015. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
106/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 21 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 137), including: 
 

 Spooktacular event held in the Horsefair Shopping Centre and Wisbech town centre on 
Halloween  
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 East Cambridgeshire District Council’s Civic Service 

 South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Civic Service 

 Remembrance Sunday event and church service; he commented that this had been well 
attended by Town Councillors, Cadet and Scout groups, the Royal British Legion 876 Riders, the 
MP and a number of other groups and a considerable number of members of the public 

 Armistice Day events, including one at the factory premises of Nestle Purina 

 Rose and Crown Hotel corporate event 

 opening of a new menswear shop in Wisbech 

 other events involving the Lions, the Brownies and 3rd Wisbech Scouts 

 opening of the CWA Wisbech Campus 

 Prize-giving at Marshland High School 

 Duke of Edinburgh Awards ceremony at the Thomas Clarkson Academy. 
 

In addition, the Mayor informed members that fundraising for the Mayor’s Charities continues; 
fundraising events organised include the Mayor’s Ball (on 27 November 2015) and the Mayor’s 
Christmas Raffle; the sale of these tickets had raised £500 so far.   
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
107/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, commented that he had nothing specific to report to 
council at this time but reminded members of the Christmas Lights Extravaganza arranged for 29 
November 2015 and made the point that any offers from members to volunteer to assist at the event 
would be welcomed. 
 
With regard to the comments made by the parishioner concerning the Town Beadle/Mace Bearer 
(minute 98/15 refers), The Leader of the Council commented that the situation had already been 
addressed; there is a process in place whereby this role would be performed, where appropriate, by 
other persons. He commented that it was unfortunate that none of the three persons who would 
normally be called upon to fulfil that role was available on Remembrance Day. The Leader of the 
Council made the point that it is extremely rare for a council to have a Mace Bearer. He commented 
that he has no objection to a discussion on this matter at the next meeting of the council but is of the 
opinion that appropriate arrangements are in place. 
 
Councillor Tierney reminded members that the agenda for the final Council meeting in each 
calendar year includes an item whereby the council remembers (and stands for one minute in 
silence) those who had died during that year and he asked members to “spread the word” within the 
local community. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Mrs Bucknor, the Leader of the Council undertook to 
ascertain the current position in relation to the project for refurbishment of the bandstand at Wisbech 
Park. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
108/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox reported to members on her attendance at recent meetings of the Management 
Committee of the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. She mentioned that a new Curator had been 
appointed recently, who would commence employment at the museum next month; in addition, new 
Trustees are likely to be appointed in the near future. Councillor Mrs Cox stated that she would keep 
members apprised of future developments. 
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The Mayor informed members that the AGM of the Wisbech/Arles Twinning Club is scheduled for 20 
January 2016 and that the next Arles Festival had been arranged for 21 August 2016. He added that 
eight students from Arles would be visiting Wisbech in January 2016 for a period of one month to 
undertake apprentice and work experience activity and to improve their English language skills. The 
Mayor added that there would be sixteen students (all 16 years of age) visiting the Thomas Clarkson 
Academy (TCA)  in March of next year, followed by a visit to Arles by a group of students of the 
TCA. 
 
No other member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since 
the last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
109/15   Dates of council and committee meetings 
 
Each year Wisbech Town Council agrees, at its Annual Meeting (in May), a Calendar of Meetings for 
the ensuing municipal year. The council’s Calendar of Meetings is then published and the Clerk to 
the Council convenes meetings of the council and its committees in accordance with that calendar. 
 
It is, however, necessary on occasions to review the approved dates of meetings in the light of the 
council’s ongoing operational circumstances (such as the need to make a decision earlier than the 
date of the next scheduled meeting). 
 
The Clerk had reviewed the current Calendar of Meetings, which has now been in operation for the 
first half of the 2015/16 municipal year, with the aim of ensuring that it would enable the council to 
operate its decision-making processes as effectively and efficiently as possible for the remainder of 
the municipal year. 
 
As a result of the Clerk’s review of the current Calendar of Meetings, the following revisions were 
proposed: 
 

 Resources Committee – arrange a meeting  for 7 December 2015, to enable further preliminary 
discussions regarding the setting of a budget for 2016/17 (minute R7/15 refers)  

 Civic Amenities Committee – cancel meeting scheduled for 7 December 2015, due there being 
an absence of business requiring a decision at this time, and to free-up the date for holding of a 
meeting of the Resources Committee 

 Council – arrange a meeting for 21 December 2015, as no December 2015 date had been 
included in the published Calendar of Meetings 

 Resources Committee – change date from 21 December 2015 to 11 January 2016, as original 
date is too early in the committee cycle for consideration of the council’s Quarter Three 2015/16 
accounts 

 Allotments Committee – change date from 11 to 18 January 2016, to free-up the date for holding 
of a meeting of the Resources Committee 

 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor 
Brunton, that 
 
(1) the proposed revisions to the Wisbech Town Council Calendar of Meetings 2015/16, as set out 

above, be approved; 
 

(2) the Clerk would continue to keep the situation under review to ensure that the council’s 
Calendar of Meetings enables it to operate its decision-making processes as effectively and 
efficiently as possible for the remainder of the municipal year. 
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110/15   Community Led Local Development 
 
Members considered making a match funding contribution in support of a bid to European Structural 
Fund (ESF), which could draw down 3 million euros (at current exchange rates) to deliver a 
programme of interventions aimed at improving the social and economic situation in Wisbech; the 
primary aim is to provide skills to local people that would assist them in accessing employment. 
 
To assist their deliberations, members received a presentation from Dan Horn, Head of Housing and 
Community Support at Fenland District Council). 
 
Mr Horn explained that Community-Led Local Development is a new funding stream, which can be 
accessed via the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP); the LEP had identified only one area within 
Peterborough and the whole of Wisbech as meeting the eligibility criteria for this funding (because of 
high levels of deprivation). 
 
Mr Horn explained that, because of the complexity of the bidding process, Cambridgeshire ACRE, 
which possesses considerable experience of applying for European funding, had been engaged to 
lead on this project. He outlined to the council the stages of the bidding process and mentioned that 
a Stage One Application would submitted very soon by Cambridgeshire ACRE. If the Stage One 
Application were successful, a Local Development Strategy needs to be produced within six months 
and then another full application would need to be submitted. The CLLD application guidance states 
that there will be a requirement to match the funds needed to develop the Stage Two Application 
and Local Development Strategy; this means that there is a need to find some confirmed public 
match funding at the time of submitting the Stage One Application (by 26 November 2015). 
 
Mr Horn stated that Cambridgeshire ACRE could ask for a grant of up to £40,000 from the ESF to 
develop the Local Development Strategy and that whatever level of grant is requested, it must be 
matched by 50% local public money. Cambridgeshire ACRE is of the opinion that it would require 
approximately £25,000 to undertake the necessary work; on that basis, £12,500 could be requested 
from the ESF, the remaining £12,500 would then need to be obtained from relevant public 
authorities. He informed the council that the following match funding pledges had been obtained to 
date: 
 

 Fenland District Council: £1,250 

 Cambridgeshire County Council Community Engagement: £2,250 

 Cambridgeshire County Council Public Health Team: £2,250 

 Cambridgeshire ACRE: £2,000 (plus in-kind funding of £3,500). 
 

This means that Wisbech Town Council is being asked as to whether it would be prepared to pledge 
£1,250 towards the cost of this project. 

 
Mr Horn explained that if the Stage One Application is successful a Local Action Group (LAG) must 
be established to deliver this project, with 51% of the representation being from the private or 
voluntary-sector and 49% from the public-sector. The LAG would, among other matters: develop 
and agree the Local Development Strategy (LDS); promote bidding opportunities to all potential 
applicants within the LAG area; approve projects for funding, monitor implementation of the LDS. 
 
Councillor Tierney stated that he has some concerns regarding this matter, commenting that we 
seem to have two years of strategy leading to a strategy and now we have to give money to another 
strategy which could lead to 3 million euros and I do not understand what we are going to do with 
that. Mr Horn responded to Councillor Tierney’s comments/concerns. 
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Councillor Mrs MacRae expressed her concern regarding the sustainability of any schemes which 
could be created using monies received from the ESF. 
 
Councillor Human commented that he is not keen on paying money up-front, given that there is no 
guarantee of the bid’s success. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal of Councillor Mrs Bucknor, seconded by Councillor 
Mrs Cox, that  
 
(1) Wisbech Town Council, as a key partner in the Community Led Local Development (CLLD) 

approach in Wisbech would allocate the sum of £1,250 as a match funding contribution towards 
the Wisbech Community Led Local Development Programme Preparatory Stage; 
 

(2) a condition of this funding is that the town council be represented on the Local Action Group for 
the delivery of the CLLD project. 

 
111/15   Correspondence 
 
Wisbech Life Saving Club 

 
Further to minute 63/15, the Clerk read to members a letter from the Treasurer of the Wisbech and 
District Life Saving Club informing the council of how the club had used the financial support which 
had been provided and inviting a representative of Wisbech Town Council to make an official 
presentation to the club of the life-saving equipment which has been purchased. 

 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 
112/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
(1) Christmas Lights Extravaganza 
 

The Clerk reminded members of this year’s Christmas Lights Extravaganza, which would take 
place on Wisbech Market Place between 3.00 pm and 6.00 pm on Sunday 29 November 2015.  
 
The event, which had been organised by Wisbech Town Council’s Community Events and 
Festivals Working Party, would include: 
 

 a programme of live entertainment 

 Santa Claus, proving sweets to children 

 a Post Box for letters to Santa 

 free mince pies (donated by local supermarkets) 

 fairground rides 

 food and drink stalls, including the sale of mulled wine 

 a prize draw (with prizes donated by local businesses) 

 a number of other attractions 

 switch-on of the town’s Christmas lights by the Town Mayor and the comedian Jimmy Cricket 

(at 5.00 pm). 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech and publicity for the event had 
also been given via social media. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
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(2) Christmas Fayre 2015 

 
The Clerk reminded members of the Wisbech Christmas Fayre, which would operate across the 
town centre between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm on Sunday 13 December 2015. 
 
The event, which has been organised by a steering group (comprising officer representatives of 
Fenland District Council and Wisbech Town Council, the Manager of the Horsefair Shopping 
Centre, Wisbech Lions and other representatives of the community), would include: 
 

 Santa Claus 

 Reindeers 

 birds of prey 

 a programme of live entertainment 

 fairground rides 

 an ice rink (new for 2015) 

 stalls selling food, drink and Christmas gifts  

 a number of other attractions 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech and publicity for the event had 
also been given via social media. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 

(3) Wisbech Town Council newsletter 
 
The Clerk informed members that the latest edition of the Wisbech Town Council newsletter had 
been published and distributed, to the usual places (including Wisbech Library, the 
Fenland@yourservice shop, the Rosmini Centre) by council staff. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

 
Meeting finished at 9.00 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
21 December 2015 – 7.30 pm 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, 
Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Brunton, Mrs Cox and Hill.  
 
In attendance: County Councillor Clapp and District Councillors Buckton (for minute 117/15 (3), 
Sutton and Tanfield. 
 
113/15 Public participation 
 
(1) Tourism 

 
A local businessman informed the council that he welcomes the opportunity for the community 
to have input into the strategy being developed by the Cambridgeshire Fens Tourism 
Partnership. He expressed the opinion that that there is a need for both a dialogue between 
Wisbech Town Council and Fenland District Council with regard to the tourism “offer” in 
Wisbech and improvements to the current Tourism website. 
 
The local businessmen commented that Wisbech, which he considers to be the “tourism hub” of 
Fenland, benefits substantially each year from the income which is derived from tourism. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the local businessman be noted. 

 
(2) Town Beadle/Mace Bearer 

 
Mr T Longmuir, who had performed the role of Town Beadle/Mace Bearer for Wisbech Town 
Council on a number of occasions, informed the council that members of the public had 
commented to him that they value the role of Beadle and would like to see it performed on a 
greater number of occasions. He stated that he is willing to carry on performing the role on an 
ad-hoc basis and expressed the opinion that the council needs to decide how and when the role 
should be performed. 
 
Members decided that the comments of Mr Longmuir be noted and be taken into account during 
their deliberations at minute 121/15. 
 

(3) Car parking in Wisbech 
 

A parishioner referred to the possibility of the introduction of pay parking in Wisbech and 
commented that although there are many issues to consider in this matter, he would focus on 
two at this time: 
 

 He asked the question as to why there is an assertion by Fenland District Council that the 
provision of car parks costs that council the sum of £253,000 per annum. He informed the 
council that this sum includes £98,000 for staff costs, as well as a considerable sum for 
business rates – he commented that, in future, business rates would be retained by the 
District Council – consequently, only £44,000 is spent annually on repairs and maintenance. 
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 He had heard the argument that that the introduction of pay parking would have no adverse 
impact upon Wisbech; he mentioned the Portas Review in 2011 and made the point that one 
of the recommendations in the report that had been produced as a result of the review was 
that the availability of free parking in a town is key to the success of its economy. 

 
The resident expressed the hope that the council would support Councillor Miss Hoy’s Motion 
(minute 122/15 refers). 
 

114/15   Remembrance 
 
Councillor Tierney reminded members that two years ago it had been agreed that Wisbech Town 
Council would use a minute of its December meeting each year to stand for one minute’s silence to 
remember those who had died during the year. He made the point that members would be standing 
in silence for those whose names are well-known to many but also for those who, although not 
famous or well-known, are nonetheless sadly missed by those who knew and loved them. 
 
Councillor Tierney had produced a list of those to be remembered, which he read to the council and 
consisted of the following: 
 
Actors 
 
Al Molinaro (from the Happy Days television show), Maureen O'Hara, Yvonne Craig (the original 
Batgirl from the classic TV series), George Cole, Peter Baldwin, Rod Taylor, Susan Sheridan (voice 
actress), Lauren Bacall, Omar Sharif, Sir Christopher Lee, Patrick Macnee and Leonard Nimoy. 
 
Musicians 
 
Gary Richrath (guitarist), Sean Price (rapper), Lynn Anderson (singer), BB King (Blues legend), Errol 
Brown (singer), Ben E. King (singer), Percy Sledge (singer), Leslie Gore (singer).  Kim Fowley 
(legendary punk rock producer), James Horner (composer), Alexander Faris (composer) Rico 
Rodriguez (Ska and Reggae pioneer) and John Scott (organist). 
 
Film and TV 
 
Wes Craven (film maker) and Sam Simon (co-creator of The Simpson's television programme). 
 
Political 
 
Grace Lee Boggs (civil rights activist), Amelia Boynton Robinson (civil rights activist), Frank 
Petersen (the first African-American marine aviator), Les Munro (World War II Dambuster’s hero), 
Nicholas Winton (the saviour of hundreds from the holocaust) and Dennis Healey (politician). 
 
Media and Academic 
 
Jackie Collins (author), Keith Harris (entertainer and puppeteer), Brad Anderson (cartoonist), Dr 
Oliver Sacks (renowned neurologist), John Nash (mathematician whose story was featured in the 
movie Beautiful Mind), Terry Pratchett (fantasy author), Peter Donaldson (Radio 4 presenter), Sue 
Lloyd Roberts (TV Journalist), David Landau (journalist) and Cilla Black TV presenter). 
 
Sport 
 
Rowdy Roddy Piper (wrestler), Dean Potter (climbing legend), Gary Dahl (the creator of pet rocks), 
Ian Steel (cyclist), David Hunt (racing driver), Frank "Typhoon" Tyson (cricket fast bowler), Brian 
Close (cricketer), John Dewes (cricketer), Brian Hall (footballer), Chris Turner (footballer) and Eileen 
Gray (women's cycling pioneer). 
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Local people who have passed away during the year, including those who family members have 
asked us to mention 
 
Sheelagh Byrne, Ian Nicholas Heighton, County Councillors Sandra Rylance and Phil Read, former 
Mayor Gerald Salter and ex-Chairman of the Wisbech Youth Council and much-loved friend of many 
in this chamber, Elliott Johnson.  
 
All of those present at the meeting stood in silence for all of those people who had passed away 
during the year, remembering that each and every individual who is no longer with us, whether they 
died through natural causes or otherwise, is a loss to us all. 
 
115/15   Fenland Gymnastic Academy 
 
Members received a presentation from Claire Stock, Head Coach for the Fenland Gymnastic 
Academy, on the activities of the academy and its proposals for expansion. 
 
Miss Stock explained the history of the Fenland Gymnastic Academy (FGA), which began as an 
after-school club, providing general recreational gymnastics classes for girls, with around 50 
members initially. There are now 200 members and the FGA has a waiting list of around 55 
youngsters. 
 
Miss Stock informed the council of her background and experience as a gymnast and coach. She 
mentioned that she joined the FGA in January 2014 and was appointed as Head Coach in May of 
that year. The academy has 8 qualified coaches, all of whom undertake the role on a voluntary 
basis. In addition, there are five members, aged between 11 and 16 years, who are training to 
become coaches. 
 
The council was informed by Miss Stock of the academy’s most notable results from participation in 
gymnastic competitions. 
 
With regard to future hopes for the FGA, Miss Stock explained that the lease for the building which 
is used currently by the FGA expires in October 2016 and that discussions are underway between 
the FGA and a local developer, who has offered to construct a purpose-built facility for the 
association on land which is in his ownership. She explained the nature of the facilities which would 
be incorporated within the new building, the fact that around £100,000 would be required to meet the 
cost of equipping both gymnasiums which would be part of the structure and that the submission of 
applications for funding (to bodies such as Sport England) would commence in early 2016. 
 
Miss Stock detailed what she considers would be the benefit to Wisbech of the expansion of the 
Fenland Gymnastic Academy, including: 
 

 increasing participation by young people in sport and exercise 

 providing jobs for local people  

 increasing tourism in the area by hosting larger competitions 

 raising the profile of Wisbech because of the academy’s successes 

 a positive impact upon the local economy. 
 
Miss Stock responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that the Fenland Gymnastic Academy (FGA) is an 
extremely valuable local resource and stated that he is, therefore, supportive of FGA’s expansion 
plans. Councillor Mrs Bucknor endorsed those comments and suggested that Wisbech Town 
Council should lend its support the academy’s expansion plans. 
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Members decided that the information presented by Miss Stock be noted and that the council is 
supportive of the aims and ambitions of the Fenland Gymnastic Academy. 
 
(Councillor Tierney declared his non-pecuniary interest in this item of business, on the basis that his 
son is a member of the academy) 
 
116/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, Police Sergeant Alan 
Boughen had provided to the Clerk, via e-mail earlier in the day, a report on recent incidents of 
crime and disorder in Wisbech. The Clerk had forwarded to members, in advance of the meeting, a 
copy of that e-mail/report. 
 
The report mentions that the Constabulary had now concluded what it had expected to be the 
busiest weekend of 2015 in relation to the night-time economy and alcohol-related incidents. 
However, the weekend passed without significant incident; it had been little different to other 
weekends. 
 
In his report, Sergeant Boughen comments that the Constabulary had been experiencing some 
issues of youth-related anti-social behaviour in Wisbech, particularly around Cannon Street and the 
North Cambs Hospital during evenings. He mentioned also that officers of the Roads Policing Unit 
had undertaken drink-drive checks in Wisbech on 12 December 2015, as part of the Constabulary’s 
pre-Christmas campaign, and that two persons had been arrested on suspicion of driving whilst 
under the influence of drugs. 
 
Sergeant Boughen’s report also gave information in relation to progress being made by the 
Constabulary with its investigations into seeking to identify a group of youths who had threatened a 
male, whilst walking to work, with a knife. 
 
Members decided that the information provided by Sergeant Boughen be noted. 
 
117/15   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Wisbech Travel Choices 
 
The Clerk read to members an e-mail from Fenland District Council (FDC), informing Wisbech 
Town Council that FDC now has in place a contract with Sustrans for the delivery of Transport 
Champions training and it aims to run training sessions in mid-March, mid-April and mid-May 
2016. FDC would like to include all members of Wisbech Town Council in the sessions. 

 
To be able to achieve the most from this training, FDC needs the names and contact details of 
all who would like to attend, ideally by 11 January 2016. The training provider would like to 
contact those who propose attending to gain some insight into what each attendee would like to 
gain from the training. This would enable the training provider to tailor training sessions to best 
suit, as far as possible, the needs of the Transport Champions on each session.  
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Members decided that the content of the e-mail from Fenland District Council (FDC) be noted 
and that they would inform the Clerk (who would liaise with FDC) if they wish to attend one of 
the Transport Champions training sessions. 

 
(3) Cambridgeshire Fens Tourism Partnership 

 
Members received a presentation from District Councillor Buckton on the proposal of the 
Cambridgeshire Fens Tourism Partnership to develop, for implementation in April 2016, a 
strategy and action plan to operate for the following three to five years. 
 
District Councillor Buckton informed the council of partnership’s vision (“To make the 
Cambridgeshire Fens a destination of choice for people seeking a day out or a short break away 
from home”) and the aims within its action plan 2015/16. He made the point that he wishes to be 
made aware of the views and opinions of local councils on what should be included within the 
new strategy and action plan. He commented that the partnership is keen to hear from local 
councillors as to how they think the partnership could best serve the needs of local providers 
engaged in the tourism industry. 
 
District Councillor Buckton requested that members of Wisbech Town Council view the 
Cambridgeshire Fens website and suggest areas for development of the content; he made the 
point that there is currently very little content on the website in respect of the Fenland villages, 
which something which needs to be addressed. 
 
District Councillor Buckton responded to members’ questions. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Tierney, District Councillor Buckton stated that future 
District Council budgets in relation to support for tourism would be set following conclusion of 
that council’s Comprehensive Spending Review. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor stated that she welcomes District Councillor Buckton’s enthusiasm for 
tourism and commented that tourism is very important for Wisbech and needs to be “driven 
forward”. 
 
Some members commented that although this is a Cambridgeshire Fens initiative, it is important 
that reference is made in documentation and the website of appropriate links with Lincolnshire 
and Norfolk. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by District Councillor Buckton be noted and 
that they would forward to him, via the Clerk, any comments in relation to the development of a 
new strategy and action plan. 

 
(4) Section 106 Planning Obligation monies 
 

Councillor Mrs MacRae referred to the Section 106 Planning Obligations update received from 
Fenland District Council each month, which mentions the amounts of such money spent on the 
provision of play equipment etc but does not provide details of the exact nature of the 
equipment provided. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae stated that she would like to see a dialogue between Fenland District 
Council and Wisbech Town Council as to how these monies are spent; for example, there is a 
need for the provision of a skateboard park in the town but this may not be a matter to which 
Fenland District Council had given any thought. 
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Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that she would also like to see more detail of this spending 
and wondered whether the relevant officer at Fenland District Council could attend a meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council to explain that council’s plans for such spending. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that the level of funding required to provide a skateboard park is 
significantly different to that required for the provision of small items of play equipment. He is, 
however, happy to support any measures which would enable the town council to have an input 
into the decision-making relating to the spending of Section 106 Planning Obligation monies in 
Wisbech. 
 
With the consent of the Mayor, District Councillor Sutton explained to the council the manner in 
which the Section 106 Planning Obligations process operates and expressed the opinion that 
Wisbech Town Council may have “missed the boat” in terms of the Section 106 Obligations 
which are already in place. He suggested that the town council may wish to produce a “wish list” 
of play equipment and facilities for Wisbech, which could then be taken into account by Fenland 
District Council when determining the “recreational” requirements of future Section 106 Planning 
Obligations upon developers. 

 
Members decided that this matter be discussed further at the next meeting of Wisbech Town 
Council. 

 
118/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
(1) School Crossing Patrol Service 
 

Members considered Cambridgeshire County Council’s proposal to withdraw, because of its 
need to achieve significant financial savings, the school crossing patrol service which it operates 
across the County and to offer schools and local communities the opportunity to take on the 
function.  

 
Where there is support within the community to provide the necessary funding, the County 
Council would be offering two options, as follows: 

 

  for the school crossing patrol to be funded but with the County Council delivering the service 
(at an estimated cost of £3,500 to £5,000 per annum), or 

  a management only option, whereby the County Council would provide the training, uniform, 
equipment etc (estimated at £800 per annum) and the school or local community would pay 
directly the person undertaking the activity. 

 
The only school within Wisbech which has a school crossing patrol is Ramnoth Road Junior 
School. As a result of communication between the Clerk to the Council and the Principal of 
Ramnoth Road Junior School, it is known that the school would not be able to meet the costs of 
continuing this service, which, according to the Principal, is much needed. 

 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Human, 
that, recognising the importance of this crossing patrol service to the school  

 
(1)   Wisbech Town Council would be prepared to contribute a maximum of 50% of the cost of 

the crossing patrol service at Ramnoth Road Junior School (on the basis of 100% being 
£4,000) for the financial year 2016/17, with the local community (e.g. school/parents) 
meeting the remaining 50%; 
 

(2)   arrangements would be made by the Clerk for Councillors Miss Hoy and Human to meet 
with the Principal of the Ramnoth Road Junior School to discuss potential funding options 
for 2016/17 and beyond. 
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(2) Local Highway Improvements Scheme 2015/16 
 

Further to minutes 58/14 and 141/14, the Clerk read to members an e-mail from an officer of the 
Local Projects Team at Cambridgeshire County Council enquiring as to whether Wisbech Town 
Council wishes to continue with the Local Highway Improvements (LHI) scheme for the 
provision of a zebra crossing on Kirkgate Street and that, if so, whether the council is still 
prepared to fund anything additional over the £11,000 currently available. 
 
Councillor Tierney explained his frustration at the length of time that it had taken the County 
Council to progress this scheme to the construction phase and the change to the location 
proposed by the town council when submitting the LHI bid. He commented that, given the desire 
of Town Councillor McLaren and County Councillor Clapp to see the delivery of this scheme, he 
would be happy to propose that Wisbech Town Council continues with this bid. Other members 
concurred. 

 
Members decided, unanimously, that Wisbech Town Council would proceed with this scheme, 
on the basis of the council’s financial £5,000 not exceeding £5,000. 
 

119/15   Minutes of 23 November 2015 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Schooling, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 23 November 2015 be confirmed and 
signed. 
 
120/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 23 November 2015 
(2) Planning Committee of 7 December 2015. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
121/15   Wisbech Town Council’s Mace Bearer 
 
Further to minute 98/15, members considered performance of the Mace Bearer service for Wisbech 
Town Council. 
 
The Mayor referred to the comments made by Mr Longmuir at minute 113/15 (2) and stated that he 
would be happy for Mr Longmuir to continue performing this role. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor referred to the tradition of Wisbech Town Council having a Beadle, 
commenting that the role existed as far back as 1621. She expressed the opinion that such tradition 
should be of importance to the council. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor made the point that the reason that this matter is being discussed at this 
meeting is because of the comments made by a parishioner at the last meeting and expressed the 
view that, based upon the comments of that parishioner, the current arrangement appears not to be 
working. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor proposed that the role be re-introduced formally, to support a number of 
“approved” engagements each year, and that the person who undertakes the role should be paid an 
appropriate honorarium. The proposal of Councillor Mrs Bucknor was seconded by Councillor Lay. 



 

  

72 

 

 
In response to the comment made by Councillor Mrs Bucknor, Councillor Tierney expressed the 
opinion that it is not correct to conclude from the fact that there was a single occasion on which it 
had not proved possible to provide a Mace Bearer (i.e. on Remembrance Day) that the current 
system had failed. 
 
Following members’ receipt of clarification from the Clerk as to how the current arrangement 
operates, Councillor Tierney made the point that the proposal made by Councillor Mrs Bucknor 
merely has the effect of seeking to formalise the arrangement which is being operated, in 
accordance with the decision of council at minute 35/14 (2) (at which it had been decided that the 
permanent post of Town Beadle be declared redundant and that the role be undertaken in future on 
an “as and when” basis), by council officers in liaison with the Mayor. 
 
Councillor Bucknor stated that he would prefer use of the term Beadle, as opposed to Mace Bearer, 
for this role. 
 
Members decided that Wisbech Town Council would continue to operate the function of Beadle (but 
not as an employee of the council), who would attend, with the Mayor, at specific events (in 
accordance with a list of “approved duties”; the list would include Remembrance Day, Armed Forces 
Day, the annual Mayor Making ceremony, the Mayor’s At Home, opening of the Mart and Statute 
Fairs and other civic events organised or supported by the council). 
 
122/15   Car parking in Wisbech 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy proposed to council the following Motion: 
 
“Wisbech Town Council does not support the principle of introducing pay parking in the off-street car 
parks operated by Fenland District Council (FDC), which could be one of the consequences of the 
Comprehensive Spending Review being undertaken currently by FDC”. 
 
In speaking in support of her Motion, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that the Motion is not meant 
as an attack on Fenland District Council but to make Wisbech Town Council’s feelings clear on the 
issue of pay parking; she mentioned that she had asked the other three Town Councils in Fenland – 
and they had all agreed – to consider this issue and inform Fenland District Council of their feelings 
on the matter. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that she had taken “soundings” from residents of Wisbech 
and views are mixed on whether the introduction of pay parking would harm the economy of the 
town. She does, however, not consider there to be a proper business case to support such a 
proposal. She referred to recent changes in relation to the car park of the Horsefair Shopping 
Centre, which provides for extended times for free parking; this, in the opinion of Councillor Miss 
Hoy, indicates that there is a business case for providing free car parking. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that one consequence of introducing pay parking would 
be increase in the amount of on-street parking (and the additional vehicle movements around the 
town as people seek out locations where they could park free-of-charge); another consequence is 
that shoppers would use “out of town” retailers (where car parking is provided on a free-of-charge 
basis), instead of travelling in to the centre of Wisbech. In addition, she expressed the opinion that if 
pay parking were introduced in the District Council’s car parks, Wisbech Town Council would need 
to consider introducing pay parking on Wisbech Market Place; such consideration could re-open the 
pedestrianisation  debate.  
 
Councillor Miss Hoy stated that Councillors Brunton, Mrs Cox and Hill – all of whom had been 
unable to attend this meeting of the council – had informed her of their respective support for this 
Motion. 
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Councillor Tierney informed members that he had produced a report, for submission to Fenland 
District Council, on what he considers would be the economic implications of introducing pay 
parking. He expressed the opinion that all towns have a “turning point” and that the introduction of 
pay parking in Fenland at this time would “kill” certain small businesses; he added that supermarkets 
know that the existence of free parking draws customers to them. 
 
Councillor Lay mentioned his concerns regarding the existing issues relating to inconsiderate and 
illegal on-street parking within Wisbech and expressed the opinion that the introduction of charges 
for the use of Fenland District Council’s off-street car parks would lead to additional on-street 
parking issues. 
 
In seconding Councillor Miss Hoy’s Motion, Councillor Mrs MacRae commented that the introduction 
of pay parking in Wisbech would result in less use of the car parks (but there would be the cost of 
enforcing the pay parking regime) and cars being parked at almost every on-street location 
throughout the town centre. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor stated that she concurs with all of the comments which had been made by 
other members and commented that, because of the absence of a railway station in Wisbech and 
the lack of public transport, the residents of Wisbech need to use cars; many of those who work in 
Wisbech receive the minimum wage and would suffer financial hardship as a result of needing to 
pay car parking charges. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy agreed to amend, on the suggestion of Councillor Mrs Bucknor, the wording of 
her Motion so that it related to Wisbech only (leaving the other Town Councils in Fenland to “speak” 
on behalf of the people of their towns).  
 
Members decided, on a proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Mrs MacRae, that 
Wisbech Town Council does not support the principle of introducing pay parking in the off-street car 
parks operated by Fenland District Council (FDC) in Wisbech, which could be one of the 
consequences of the Comprehensive Spending Review being undertaken currently by FDC. 
 
123/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 34 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 171), including: 
 

 King’s Lynn’s Mayor’s at Home 

 Presentation of Queen’s Guide Award 

 Judging Christmas decorations at Glenfield House 

 Santa’s Grotto at the Wisbech Institute 

 Octavia Hill Commemoration Day 

 Alzheimer’s Society’s Christmas Party 

 Prince’s Trust presentations 

 Christmas-themed events and Carol Services at a number of local schools 

 Visits to a number of care homes 

 The Chairman of Fenland District Council’s Carol Concert 

 The town’s Christmas lights switch-on 

 Wisbech Christmas Fayre. 
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In addition, he mentioned the Mayor’s Ball (held on 27 November 2015), at which 147 people had 
attended and raised £1,833 for his charities. The Mayor’s Raffle had raised £1,214. The total of all 
fundraising to date is approximately £4,650. 
 
The Mayor mentioned that Trevor Longmuir had performed the role of Beadle/Mace Bearer at the 
Mayor’s Ball and is booked for a number of other events in the near future. Many people had said to 
the Mayor how much they appreciate seeing a Beadle at events; the Mayor suggested that the 
council should continue to use Mr Longmuir to perform the role of Town Beadle. 
 
Further to minute 103/15, the Mayor reported that the lease between the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club 
and Fenland District Council should be ready for signing in January 2016. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
124/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, commented that he had nothing specific to report to 
council at this time but wished to express his thanks to those members and staff of the council who 
had participated in the planning and the delivery of the Christmas Lights Extravaganza (29 
November 2015) and the Wisbech Christmas Fayre (13 December 2015). He expressed the opinion, 
which was shared by other members, that both of these events had been extremely successful. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
125/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
No member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since the 
last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
126/15   Correspondence 
 
The Clerk informed members that he had no correspondence for reporting to the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted.  
 
127/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
The Clerk reported that there are currently no such items for reporting to council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
128/15   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council has been scheduled for 25 
January 2016, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
Meeting finished at 9.15 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

25 January 2016 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Miss Hoy, Lay, Mrs MacRae, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling and Tibbs 
(Deputy Mayor). 
 
Apologies: Councillors Brunton, Hill, Human and Mrs Lay. 
 
In attendance: County Councillor Clapp. 
 
129/15 Public participation 
 
Litter issues at Walsoken 
 
Former Councillor Patrick stated that he was attending the meeting to seek Councillor Tibbs’ views 
regarding the amount of litter and domestic rubbish which had been allowed to accrue within the 
councillor’s electoral ward and the lack of action being taken to address the situation. 
 
Mr Patrick informed the council that the two particular areas of concern are the old Bell public house 
site and the old Wisbech Football Club at Walsoken. He commented that Councillor Tibbs had, in his 
post-election acceptance speech (for the local elections in May 2015), given an assurance that he 
would tackle the problem of littering within the Kirkgate ward and that he had made particular 
reference to the two sites mentioned above.  
 
Mr Patrick stated that he would like to hear from Councillor Tibbs how many litter picks he had 
organised and what actions he had taken, since the elections in May of last year, to try to achieve 
litter clearance in that part of Wisbech and to honour his promise to voters. 
 
With the consent of the Mayor, Councillor Tibbs responded to Mr Patrick’s comments. Councillor 
Tibbs acknowledges that not enough work to tackle this issue had been taken to date; the task had 
been more difficult to achieve than Councillor Tibbs had first thought. However, he gave an 
assurance that appropriate action would be taken. 
 
130/15   Community Development in Wisbech 
 
Members received a presentation from two representatives of Mind in Cambridgeshire on the 
organisation’s Resilience Together project, the aim of which is, in summary, to develop the capacity 
within communities to improve well-being. The project, which has a duration of three years, is 
funded by Cambridgeshire County Council and one of the outcomes would be assisting the County 
Council in producing a Resilience Strategy. 
 
The council was informed that Wisbech is a particular focus for the project; the Clarkson and 
Waterlees Village wards would receive specific attention. As part of the project, asset mapping 
would be undertaken and those delivering the project would try to meet face-to-face with as many 
people as possible to ascertain what matters are important to them and how they would like their 
community to be; in addition, people would be asked about any skills that they could use to increase 
community resilience. 
 
The Project Lead, Rachel Walsh, explained that some research, using the Asset Based Community 
Development (ABCD) model, had already been undertaken and that one of the aims of the project is 
to identify the “community connectors”. She informed the council that the ABCD model had worked 
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successfully in the delivery of a similar project in Croydon. Ms Walsh commented that connections 
had already been made in Wisbech (with Care Network, Circle Roddons Housing Association, the 
Horsefair Shopping Centre, the Ferry Project, Community House, the Oasis Centre and the Time 
Credits initiative) and that a gardening network had been established. 
 
Ms Walsh informed the council that the main areas of work during the next twelve months would be 
to develop a network of “community connectors” in Wisbech and she asked that the members of 
Wisbech Town Council assist Mind in Cambridgeshire in identifying such persons. 
 
Ms Walsh and her colleague responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members decided that the information presented be noted and that the council would lend its 
support to this project. 

 
131/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, Police Sergeant Alan 
Boughen had provided to the Clerk, via e-mail, a report on recent incidents of crime and disorder in 
Wisbech. The Clerk undertook to forward to members a copy of that e-mail/report. 
 
The report mentions that during the period since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council the main 
focus of the Constabulary in Wisbech had been dealing with a number of incidents of youth-related 
disorder or anti-social behaviour. On the evening of 5 January 2016 there had been a disturbance in 
the town centre between two groups of youths; the Constabulary’s enquiries into this incident are 
continuing.  
 
In addition, the local policing team had been receiving reports of groups of youths (up to 20 in 
number) causing anti-social behaviour in a number of locations around the town. The Constabulary 
had been able to identify the majority of the group and some have been subject of intervention using 
Police powers. The local policing team is working with social care partners and the problem solving 
group with the aim of developing a long-term strategy to tackle such issues. 
 
Sergeant Boughen’s report mentions that street drinking in Wisbech continues to be a concern for 
residents, although the number of reports made direct to the Police had reduced. Through the recent 
Forum process the main concern had, again, been identified as anti-social behaviour associated 
with street drinking. 
 
Following the incident on 5 January and subsequent anti-social behaviour, the Constabulary had 
used the dispersal powers provided by Section 35 of the ASB and Crime and Policing Act 2014. This 
provides both Constables and PCSOs with the power to disperse people who have or are likely to 
contribute towards ASB/crime/disorder.  
  
Members decided that the information provided by Sergeant Boughen be noted. 
 
132/15   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 
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(2) Environmental Services 

 
Members received a presentation from Mr Trevor Darnes, one of the Environmental Health 
Officers at Fenland District Council, who has specific responsibilities for Wisbech, on recent 
activities within his area of service. 
 
Mr Darnes, after reminding members of his role at Fenland District Council (FDC), informed the 
council that the Environmental Health Service at FDC receives in excess of 350 requests for 
service and undertakes approximately 120 food premises inspections and safety visits each 
year. 
 
Mr Darnes explained the various activities which he carries out as an Environmental Health 
Officer and detailed the ways in which he had dealt with certain food health 
cases/investigations. He mentioned a number of recent cases, including: 
 

 working jointly with the UK Border Force and the Food Standards Agency to deal with issues 
arising from illegal immigrants having travelled to the UK in a vehicle containing biscuits 

 the removal of squatters and boarding-up of a house and the subsequent serving of a notice 
upon the owners of the property to address the associated environmental health concerns 

 working with HM Revenue and Customs and Cambridgeshire Constabulary (as part of 
Operation Pheasant) to address the working conditions of persons working at a local hand 
car wash; in addition, electrical safety issues were identified at the site 

 working jointly with Trading Standards in terms of food allergies/labelling inspections 

 undertaking investigations into the possible cause of a recent case of Listeria. 
 

Councillor Miss Hoy referred to one particular issue where, in her opinion, Fenland District 
Council had not used its enforcement powers as early as it should have. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor enquired as to the frequency of food safety inspections. 
 
Mr Darnes responded to members’ questions. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by Mr Darnes be noted. 

 
(3) Section 106 Planning Obligation monies 
 

Further to minute 116/15 (4), members had planned to consider, at this meeting, the 
development of a “wish list” of play equipment and facilities for Wisbech, which could then be 
taken into account by Fenland District Council when determining the “recreational” requirements 
of future Section 106 Planning Obligations upon developers. 
 
The Clerk informed members that, to assist members’ deliberations, he had invited Bob Ollier, 
the Parks and Open Spaces Manager at Fenland District Council, to attend this meeting. 
Although the Clerk’s invitation had been accepted by Mr Ollier, circumstances had arisen today 
which meant that he would now not be able to attend. 

 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Mrs Cox, seconded by Councillor Mrs MacRae, 
that, in the absence of Mr Ollier from the meeting, this matter be deferred the next meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council. 
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133/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
(1) Local Highway Improvements Scheme 2015/16 
 

Further to minute 118/15 (2), the Clerk read to members an e-mail from an officer of the Local 
Projects Team at Cambridgeshire County Council informing Wisbech Town Council of the 
current position regarding delivery of the Local Highway Improvements (LHI) scheme for the 
provision of a zebra crossing on Kirkgate Street. 
 
The e-mail stated that following the distribution by Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) of 
letters to owners/occupiers of properties in close proximity to the proposed zebra crossing, CCC 
had received written objections from a number of people, including a petition containing 45 
signatures. 
 
Councillor Tibbs explained the need for the change of location (from that proposed originally by 
Wisbech Town Council) for the proposed zebra crossing, which, if provided, would have a 
detrimental impact upon the availability of on-street parking provision in the area. 

   
The officer of the Local Projects Team at Cambridgeshire County Council makes the point that, 
given that the scheme would require an amendment to the Traffic Regulation Order, there would 
be a formal process whereby members of the public have the opportunity to submit objections to 
the proposal; any objections received would then be determined in line with County Council 
policy.  The informal process, of which the responses received form part, gives the opportunity 
for Wisbech Town Council and Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss the issues and 
determine a way forward. The CCC officer has suggested there would be benefit in a meeting - 
involving an officer of the Local Projects Team at Cambridgeshire County Council, the Clerk to 
Wisbech Town Council and specific members of this council (whose names were read out by 
the Clerk) and Cambridgeshire County Council – to consider the way forward. 

 
Members decided that  
 
(1)   the information reported by the Clerk be noted and that he would liaise with the Local 

Projects Team at Cambridgeshire County Council in setting up a meeting; 
 

(2)   Wisbech Town Council’s member representatives at the meeting be delegated the authority 
to agree a way forward in this matter. 

 
(2) Street lighting 

 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that she had received complaints from local people that 
the street light in Ghost Passage is too high. She expressed the opinion that reducing the height 
of the lamp column would provide more effective illumination of the area (and improve public 
safety) if the height of the column were reduced. Consequently, she had obtained a quotation 
from Balfour Beatty, the County Council’s street lighting contractor, for the cost of lowering the 
column height; that being £193.66, which would need to be met through third-party funding. 

Councillor Oliver mentioned a proposal to install a CCTV camera in that area and stated that he 
would be happy to support the reduction in height of this lamp column, and for Wisbech Town 
Council to meet the cost (as quoted), provided that this light in a changed position would still 
provide sufficient illumination for CCTV to operate in that area. 

Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor McLaren, 
that, subject to this light in a changed position still providing sufficient illumination for CCTV to 
operate in that area (which the Clerk would verify with Fenland District Council’s Community 
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Safety Manager), Wisbech Town Council would make arrangements for (and meet the cost of) 
the reduction in height of this particular lamp column. 
 

(3) School Crossing Patrol Service 

 
Further to minute 118/15 (1), Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that, at its meeting of 12 
January 2016, the County Council’s Highways and Community Infrastructure Committee had 
voted unanimously to retain funding for school crossing patrols across the County. This decision 
is still subject to final approval by the Full Council at its February 2016 meeting. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

134/15   Minutes of 21 December 2015 
 
Members decided that the minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 21 December 
2015 be confirmed and signed. 
 
135/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 21 December 2015 
(2) Resources Committee of 11 January 2016 
(3) Planning Committee of 11 January 2016. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
136/15   Budget and Precept for 2016/17 
 
Members considered the Budget and level of Precept for the financial year 2016/17. 
.  
Councillor Miss Hoy, in her capacity as Chairman of the Resources Committee, presented to council 
a budget agreed by the Resources Committee on 11 January 2016 (minute R9/15 refers), a copy of 
which had been circulated, in advance of the meeting, to all members of the council.  
 
The budget document provided to members detailed the council’s budget for 2015/16 and the 
estimates of income and expenditure for 2016/17.  
 
In presenting the proposed budget for 2016/17, Councillor Miss Hoy drew members’ attention to the 
content of the minutes of 11 January 2016 meeting of the Resources Committee and commented 
that the committee acknowledges that an increase in the Precept for 2016/17 is necessary; being 
mindful of: the financial commitments already made (in relation to street lighting); the ambitions to 
improve the community events “offer” to the public; the increasing costs of utility bills; the reduction 
in the amount of Council Tax Support Grant that Wisbech Town Council would receive from Fenland 
District Council; the need to make financial provision for future council elections; the fact that 
Wisbech Town Council had not increased its Precept since the financial year 2012/13 and it had 
been reduced by 1.2% for the 2015/16 financial year. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that approval of the proposed budget for 2016/17 would require an 
increase in the 2015/16 Precept of £203,133 (by £32,421) to £235,554 for 2016/17; she added that 
increasing the total Precept for Wisbech Town Council to £235,554 equates to a Precept of £39.10 
per Band D equivalent property. This would mean an increase of 13.46% on the current Precept per 
Band D equivalent property (of £34.46); that equates to an increase of £4.46 per annum 
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(approximately 8.6 pence per week). She made the point that as around 50% of the properties in 
Wisbech are in Band A, approximately half of the households within the town would face an increase 
of less than 6.0 pence per week in 2016/17. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed the opinion that although the level of increase in the Wisbech 
Town Council Precept may appear to relatively small, local people, many of whom are already 
suffering difficult financial circumstances, would also be faced with increases in the level of Council 
Tax from Fenland District Council and Cambridgeshire County Council. She then asked a series of 
questions in relation to the various areas of income and expenditure within the 2016/17 budget 
document. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy and the Clerk responded to members’ questions.  
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that  
 
(1) the estimates of income and expenditure for 2016/17 be noted and approved as the basis of the 

Town Council’s budget for 2016/17;  
 

(2) being mindful of the current economic circumstances, the Town Council’s financial position and 
its desire to be able to continue to meet the needs of the community, the level of Precept for 
2016/17 be set at £235,554.00. 

 
(Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor and Lay requested that their dissent from the decision to 
increase the Precept for the financial year 2016/17 be recorded) 
 

(Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Hodgson, Miss Hoy, Lay, Mrs 
MacRae, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling and Tibbs declared their respective 
pecuniary interest in the setting of the Town Council Precept, by virtue of having a beneficial 
interest in a domestic dwelling within the town, but had been granted a dispensation to 
speak and vote in this matter) 
 
137/15   Land and property issues at Walsoken 
 
Councillor McLaren informed members of his concerns regarding two sites in Walsoken at which, 
whilst awaiting re-development, are being used as the locations for anti-social behaviour. He 
explained to members the nature of some of the anti-social behaviour which had taken place and he 
made a plea for Wisbech Town Council’s support in seeking to prevent further such behaviour 
through making these sites inaccessible to members of the public. He mentioned that both the local 
Policing Team and the Community Safety Team at Fenland District Council are aware of the 
situation. 
 
Councillor Oliver reported that he had spoken with the Town Councillors for the Kirkgate ward, 
Councillors McLaren and Tibbs, regarding the situation and stated that he would pursuing 
appropriate action via the relevant teams at Fenland District Council (FDC). Councillor Oliver 
undertook to report back to Councillors McLaren and Tibbs on the outcome of his discussions with 
FDC officers. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that the Constabulary be requested to continue to 
monitor the situation. 
 
138/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
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The Mayor informed members that he had attended 12 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 183), including: 
 

 Christmas party at Somers Court 

 Pantomime at the Angles Theatre  

 Launch of the Missing Links public survey for Wisbech and the neighbouring villages 

 Opening of a new Funeral Director’s business in Wisbech 

 Launch/opening of the new Hudson Indoor Bowls Club 

 Showing at The Light cinema of a film entitled “Home from home”, which had been produced by 
Twenty20 Productions 

 A presentation to a member of the public, in recognition of thirty years of service as a volunteer  

 Presentation of a cheque and award to the Wisbech Sea Cadets. 
 

The Mayor reported that he had received, on behalf of Wisbech Town Council, a copy of a book 
entitled “Aden to Afghanistan”, which had been published to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary (1964 
to 2016) of the Royal Anglian Regiment. 
 
Further to minute 123/15, the Mayor reported that the lease between the Hudson Indoor Bowls Club 
and Fenland District Council had been signed and the Hudson Leisure Centre is already being used 
four days each week for bowling activities; events are also being arranged for weekends. The Mayor 
expressed his thanks to Town Councillor Human, District Councillor Tanfield, Mr P Hughes (Head of 
Leisure Services at Fenland District Council) and Simon Fairhill (an officer of Living Sport) for the 
parts that they had played in achieving the current situation. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
139/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, reminded members of the council’s decision to allocate 
a sum of £10,000 from the “Tesco” Section 106 Planning Obligation monies towards the cost of a 
project management resource for the Wisbech 2020 Vision (minute 43/14 refers) and informed them 
that that sum had now been utilised to issue a contract – to provide that project management – to 
Ingham Pinnock Associates (the consultancy company which is already working on the Heritage 
Lottery Fund bid for regeneration of Wisbech High Street). 
 
The Leader of the Council also mentioned the Wisbech Garden Town proposal, which had evolved 
as part of the Wisbech 2020 Vision; he expressed the opinion that this is a very exciting prospect for 
Wisbech. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
140/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox reported to members on her attendance at a recent meeting of the Management 
Committee of the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. She mentioned that a new Curator is now in post. 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox informed members that the management committee’s disappointment that 
Fenland District Council would be reducing the level of grant funding that it provides to the Wisbech 
and Fenland Museum in future years. She commented that the management committee would need 
to use of its financial reserves to meet the shortfall in funding; she made a plea for Wisbech Town 
Council not to reduce the level of grant funding that it provides to the Wisbech and Fenland 
Museum. 
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Councillor Oliver commented that Wisbech Town Council may wish to consider increasing, in future 
years, its level of grant funding to the Wisbech and Fenland Museum to help mitigate the reduced 
level from Fenland District Council. 
 
No other member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since 
the last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
141/15   Correspondence 
 
Wisbech in Bloom 
 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Wisbech in Bloom group, explaining how it allocated 
the financial support awarded to the group in 2015 (minute R22/14 refers). 
 
The Clerk undertook to forward to members a copy of the letter. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
142/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
The Clerk reported that there are currently no such items for reporting to council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
143/15   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council has been scheduled for 22 
February 2016, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
Meeting finished at 9.00 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
22 February 2016 – 7.30 pm 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Mrs 
Cox, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, 
Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillor Brunton plus County Councillor Clapp. 
 
144/15 Presentation of certificates 
 
Prior to commencement of the meeting of the council, the Mayor presented certificates to thirteen 
people, whose first language is not English, who had obtained qualifications in functional skills 
qualifications in English and Mathematics as a result of courses operated by Celtrain (a Community 
Interest Company based in Wisbech which runs classes aimed primarily at enabling local people to 

learn the English language). In presenting the certificates, the Mayor commented upon the learners’ 

achievements and their hard work in obtaining the qualifications. 
 
Members congratulated the learners on their achievements and applauded the recipient of each 
certificate upon presentation by the Mayor. 
 
145/15 Public participation 
 
(1) Election of Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
 

Former Councillor Patrick alleged that Wisbech Town Council fails to operate in accordance 
with the Wisbech Town Council Handbook in relation to election of the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor, which states that “it is custom and practice on this council for the Mayor to be selected 
on seniority and long service”. It also states that “The Mayor….does not have a political 
leadership role…is expected to remain impartial”. 
 
Mr Patrick asked the Mayor to explain why Councillor Tierney had stated publicly in January 
2016 that a decision had been made at a private meeting of the Conservative Group that he 
would be elected as Deputy Mayor in May 2016. In addition, Mr Patrick asserted that Councillor 
Tierney does not meet the criteria of seniority or long service (as per the Council’s Handbook) 
as he had not been elected to membership of Wisbech Town Council until May 2015; prior to 
that time his membership had been through co-option. He commented also that March Town 
Council, which, like Wisbech Town Council, possesses political groups, had elected an 
independent councillor as its Mayor for 2015/16. 
 
In response to Mr Patrick’s question, the Mayor commented that although the Conservative 
Group’s nominations for Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the municipal year 2016/17 had been 
made known, the opportunity exists for other nominations to be made at the Mayor Making 
meeting scheduled for 13 May 2016. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy endorsed the response provided by the Mayor and commented that the 
practice followed by Wisbech Town Council does not differ from that operated in other similar 
councils and that it would always be likely that a nomination from the largest political group on a 
council would result in a member of that group being elected to positions of seniority within that 
council. 
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Members decided that the comments of Mr Patrick and the responses given by members of the 
council be noted. 
 

(2) Crime in Wisbech 
 

A resident of the town expressed the view that many Wisbech residents perceive there to have 
been a considerable increase in the amount of serious crime taking place in the town in recent 
years. He expressed the opinion that anti-social behaviour, robbery, rape, violent crime 
(including murder) is becoming a regular occurrence in Wisbech. 
 
The resident quoted crime figures for December 2015 and mentioned particularly the number of 
reported incidents of anti-social behaviour and crimes of a sexual or violent nature. He enquired 
as to what actions are being taken by the Constabulary and Wisbech Town Council to address 
this situation. 
 
The Mayor commented that Wisbech Town Council has no direct responsibilities for tackling 
crime and disorder issues but it would always support, in whatever ways possible, the efforts of 
the Constabulary in that regard. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the resident be noted and that the offer of Police 
Inspector Will Davis, to respond to the comments of this resident, be accepted; the responses 
provided by Inspector Davis are included within minute 146/15 below. 

 
146/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Police Inspector Will Davis, who was in attendance at the meeting to inform members of current 
matters of crime and disorder in Wisbech and to give reassurance to the community after a series of 
serious incidents in Wisbech, began his presentation by responding to the comments made at 
minute 145/15 (2) above by the resident of Wisbech. 
 
Inspector Davis mentioned that active crime investigations are underway in relation to the crimes 
mentioned by the resident of Wisbech. 
 
Inspector Davis explained that the Constabulary is facing changes in crime profiles and needs to 
adapt its approach accordingly. He made the point that the Constabulary needs to prioritise the 
deployment of its resources; it is unable to react to every issue. He reminded members that when he 
last attended a meeting of Wisbech Town Council (minute 37/15 refers) he had mentioned that he 
would be reviewing how best to engage with local councils and agreed that he would attend 
meetings of Wisbech Town Council when the need arises; that time is now. 
 
Inspector Davis outlined to members some of the main issues in relation to policing in Wisbech, as 
follows: 
 

 Youth offending in early January 2016 – work to identify the offenders (including the viewing of 
CCTV footage) had been undertaken. 

 Rape allegation in February 2016 – a specific team is investigating the matter (but has no 
suspect description to circulate). There is no connection between this current allegation and any 
previous ones. The Police are committed 100% to supporting the victim and the community 

 One high-profile missing-from-home case  

 Apart from the youth-related ASB issue, none of the other matters mentioned by Inspector Davis 
are handled by the local policing team. 

 Wisbech is the only area covered by the Cambridgeshire Force with groups of Police Cadets; 
there are two in town (one of those comprises pupils of Meadowgate School and the other is the 
Queen Mary Centre Cadets). The training (which includes the development of life skills) of these 
young people is undertaken on a voluntary basis by Police personnel. 
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In conclusion, Inspector Davis expressed the opinion that Wisbech is a safe place to live and work. 
 
Inspector Davis responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Tierney mentioned the progress being achieved in setting up Citizens’ Patrols in Wisbech 
(the aim of which is to help people feel safe whilst out and about in the town during the evenings); 
there are 45 signed-up volunteers; he is hopeful that the Constabulary would be supportive of this 
initiative.  
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed her appreciation of work which had been undertaken by PCSOs to 
address particular issues at Queen Elizabeth Drive. 
 
The Clerk read to members a report which had been provided to him, via e-mail, by Police Sergeant 
Alan Boughen on recent incidents of crime and disorder in Wisbech. 
 
The report mentions that since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council the main focus of the local 
policing team had been dealing with youth-related ASB issues within Wisbech town. Four male 
teenagers have been arrested for the disturbance in the town on 5 January 2016 (minute 131/15 
refers), two of whom had been required to attend some rehabilitation/educations sessions through 
the Youth Offending Service (YOS). There continues to be a small but hard core group of school 
aged youths who are causing anti-social behaviour and general nuisance. Some of these are being 
interviewed regarding involvement in some low level criminal activity. The intention of the 
Constabulary is very much one of trying to divert youngsters from crime rather than criminalise them 
through formal criminal disposals. Again, the local policing team would work closely with YOS to find 
suitable interventions. 
 
In his report, Sergeant Boughen mentions that further concerns had been raised by the community 
regarding the parking situation in the town and, consequently, patrols had been conducted and a 
number of tickets issued. The local policing team will look at some concerted enforcement/education 
activity within the Market Place area in the weeks ahead. It is probable that the Constabulary may 
invite this council to provide suitable supporting comments for the education messaging. Education 
and prevention is by far the best option as the Constabulary is the only enforcement option available 
and, due to other policing demands, particularly those demands around protecting the most 
vulnerable in society, it is not always possible to provide the level of input required to resolve the 
issues. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Inspector Davis and reported by the Clerk, on 
behalf of Sergeant Boughen, be noted. 
 
147/15   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 

 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
(2) Section 106 Planning Obligation monies 

 
The Clerk reminded members that, at the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council (minute 132/15 
(3) refers), they had planned to consider the development of a “wish list” of play equipment and 
facilities for Wisbech - which could then be taken into account by Fenland District Council when 
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determining the “recreational” requirements of future Section 106 Planning Obligations upon 
developers - but decided that, in the absence of Mr B Ollier (the Parks and Open Spaces 
Manager at Fenland District Council) from that meeting, the matter be deferred to this meeting 
of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Consequently, the Clerk had invited Mr Ollier to this meeting but, unfortunately, he is unable to 
attend; he is, however, able to be in attendance at the next one (scheduled for 29 March 2016). 
 
In addition, the Clerk reported that, as a result of a recent meeting with that officer, Mr Ollier had 
undertaken to produce a plan, for the information of Wisbech Town Council, showing where 
Section 106 Planning Obligation funding had been spent and potential schemes for the use of 
such monies still due to Fenland District Council (this would include replacing end-of-life 
equipment in play areas). 

 
Members decided that the information be noted and that, in the absence of Mr Ollier from the 
meeting, this matter be deferred the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 

(3) Housing in Fenland 
 
Councillor Human informed members of his concern regarding the conditions in which some of 
the tenants of Circle Roddons Housing are living – with issues such as damp - and the poor 
quality of service being received by those tenants from their landlord in addressing such living 
conditions. To seek to assist these tenants, he had made contact with the Housing service at 
Fenland District Council and publicised the address of the Housing Ombudsman. 
 
Councillor Human urged Wisbech Town Council to try to assist these tenants by sending a letter 
to Circle Roddons Housing, with the aim of persuading the organisation to take action to remedy 
the tenants’ difficulties. 

 
Members decided that this matter would feature as an item on the agenda for the next meeting 
of Wisbech Town Council and that the Clerk would invite to that meeting both a representative 
of Circle Roddons Housing and the Head of Housing and Community Support at Fenland 
District Council. 

 
148/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
Local Highway Improvements Scheme 2015/16 
 
Further to minute 133/15 (1), the Clerk reported to members on a meeting which had taken place on 
1 February 2016 to discuss delivery (or otherwise) of the Local Highway Improvements (LHI) 
scheme for the provision of a zebra crossing on Kirkgate Street. 
 
The Clerk informed members that it had been decided by the group of councillors who had attended 
the meeting that, given the level of objection to the current proposal and the operational difficulties 
which would be faced by the County Council in actually being able to deliver such a scheme within 
2015/16,  the Wisbech Town Council LHI bid for 2015/16 be withdrawn and that the town council 
(through a working party), with support and advice from appropriate officers of the County Council 
and liaison with local residents and businesses in that area, would consider the options available to 
deliver an alternative means of improving highway safety in that part of Wisbech. The working party 
would then make a recommendation to Wisbech Town Council on a potential highway improvement 
scheme, for delivery in 2016/17 or 2017/18.  

 
On being informed by the Clerk of the decision reached at 1 February 2016 meeting, the Project 
Officer at Cambridgeshire County Council had responded that she would inform those residents and 
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businesses which had raised concerns regarding this proposal of the decision which had been 
reached by Wisbech Town Council. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
149/15   Minutes of 25 January 2016 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Mrs Lay, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 25 January 2016 be confirmed and 
signed. 
 
150/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 25 January 2016 
(2) Allotments Committee of 1 February 2016 
(3) Market Place Management Committee of 8 February 2016 
(4) Planning Committee of 8 February 2016. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
151/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 10 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 193), including: 
 

 Prince’s Trust event at Wisbech 

 Meadowgate School Police Cadets “launch” with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Police 
and Crime Commissioner 

 National Libraries Coffee Morning at Wisbech Library 

 Opening of the King’s Lynn Mart Fair 

 March Mayor’s Ball 

 1940s evening at Peterborough 

 Holocaust Day event at Kettering 

 Race Night hosted by the Mayor of Boston. 
 

In addition, the Mayor mentioned the success of the quiz night which he had organised to raise 
funds for the Mayor’s Charities. This had been attended by 40 people, including a number of 
members of Wisbech Town Council and two members of Fenland District Council. Attendees 
included also teams from the St Augustine’s Day Centre and the Wisbech and District Tenants’ 
Association. 
 
This event raised £350, bringing the total raised for the Mayor’s Charities to date to £4,924.50. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
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152/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, informed members that he had nothing specific to 
report to council at this time. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
153/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
No member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since the 
last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
154/15   Correspondence 
 
(1) Possible provision of a bus shelter at the Tesco store, Cromwell Road, Wisbech 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Chairman of the Fenland Transport and Access 
Group, District Councillor King, requesting Wisbech Town Council to consider using some of the 
Section 106 Planning Obligation monies made available by way of the Tesco store development 
to fund the provision of a bus shelter on Cromwell Road.  In his letter, District Councillor King 
comments that the location of this bus stop is on a key route into Wisbech and is located within 
a short walk of the many other businesses in this location. 

 
In support of the request, District Councillor King makes the point that during 2015 the Wisbech 
Travel Choices project received feedback through its survey work that a bus shelter is needed 
at this location.  Discussions with Tesco regarding promoting the Service 66 bus service have 
confirmed this, as the stop is far enough away that passengers are unable to shelter at the store 
while waiting for a bus. This bus stop is well served by both the Service 66 and the X1. 

   
District Councillor King estimates, based upon information provided by officers of Fenland 
District Council, that the provision of a bus shelter at this stop would cost around £10,000 and 
would address a serious need that had been raised by local people.  He states that the 
Transport and Access Group had tried unsuccessfully to access other sources of funding and, 
therefore, it is very hopeful that Wisbech Town Council would be able to support this. 

 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted and that  

 
(1)    the Clerk would seek to ascertain from Fenland District Council  
 

 the exact nature of the purpose for which the “Tesco” Section 106 Planning Obligation 
monies (which totalled £54,000) made available for schemes proposed by Wisbech 
Town Council could be utilised; for example, is it the case that expenditure “must be for 
the benefit of the town centre”?; 

 If that is the case, would the provision of a bus shelter in the vicinity of the Tesco store 
comply with that condition?; 

 whether there is any other “Tesco” Section 106 money being held by the District Council 
which could be used for the provision of a bus shelter on Cromwell Road; 

 
(2)    this matter be the subject of an item on the agenda for the next meeting of Wisbech Town  

Council. 
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(2) Showmen’s Guild reception 
 

The Clerk informed members that arrangements had been made for the Showmen’s Guild 
reception, which takes place annually in association with the annual Mart Fair, to be held on 3 
March 2016. Formal invitations for this event, to commence at 7.00 pm (with the venue being 
the Council Chamber at Wisbech Town Hall), would be despatched to the members of Wisbech 
Town Council within the next day or so. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

155/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
Wisbech Town Guide 
 
The Clerk reported that the latest version of the Wisbech Town Guide had been published recently 
and that the process of copies being delivered to all properties within the town is underway. It is also 
available on-line at http://www.localauthoritypublishing.co.uk/flip_guides/wisbechguide/index.html or 
via the website of Wisbech Town Council and its Facebook page. 
 
In addition, council staff had delivered copies of the guide to appropriate locations within Wisbech, 
including estate agents, the Fenland@yourservice shop, Wisbech Library, the Oasis Centre, the 
Boathouse and the Horsefair Shopping Centre. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
156/15   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council has been scheduled for 29 
March 2016, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
Meeting finished at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.localauthoritypublishing.co.uk/flip_guides/wisbechguide/index.html
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
29 March 2016 – 7.30 pm 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Mrs Cox (until 10.10 pm), Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs MacRae (until 10.10 pm), Oliver, 
Miss Oliver, Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillor Brunton, Hill, Mrs Lay and Schooling. 
 
157/15   Jane Hill 
 
Members stood in silence for one minute in remembrance of Jane Hill, who served as the town’s 
Mayoress for the municipal year 2014/15, who died recently. 
 
158/15   Open forum – housing conditions 
 
A tenant of a Circle Roddons Housing Association property in Wisbech informed the council of the 
appalling conditions in which some tenants in Wisbech find themselves. She stated that a number of 
the properties suffer from damp and mould and that the landlord appears to be taking no action to 
address the situation. 
 
The tenant referred to an article in last week’s Wisbech Standard newspaper, which had described 
the plight of one particular family. 
 
Councillor Lay commented that he is pursuing a number of such issues with Circle Roddons 
Housing Association and Councillor Tierney made the point that he concurred wither the comments 
of the tenant who had addressed the council. 
 
Members decided that the comments of this tenant be noted and that they be taken into account at 
minute 164/15. 
 
159/15   Wisbech Library 
 
Members received a presentation from Lynda Martin, Operations and Development Manager of the 
Cambridgeshire Libraries Service, and Jakki Racey, Area Library Manager for Wisbech Library, in 
relation to the provision of computers at Wisbech Library. 

 
Mrs Martin informed the council that computer use at Wisbech Library is the busiest of all libraries in 
the county, with 68% usage; the next busiest is Cambridge Central Library at 59%. Saturday is the 
busiest time. She commented that there is stress within the library at busy times – people start 
queuing before the library is open, they wait for a computer to be available (there have been up to 6 
people waiting to use a computer), they argue over who should have priority and job seekers have 
asked staff to provide proof that they have tried to access a computer as they need to prove this to 
continue to receive benefits. 
 
Mrs Martin commented that it is evident that many of the users of computers at Wisbech Library are 
homeless people and speakers of other languages. The library Learning Centre has a variety of 
courses on offer to help job seekers but the pressure seems to be on independent computer use at 
times to suit each individual. She stated that she had been unable to find anywhere else in Wisbech 
that offers this independent access to computers. 
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Mrs Martin has spoken to staff at the Job Centre, which plans to increase the number of its “touch 
down” computers from 2 to 6. In addition, it is proposed to re-locate a computer from the Children’s 
area within Wisbech Library and release the Learning Centre computers when not in use to try to 
help at times of pressure. 

 
Mrs Martin mentioned the forthcoming Arts Alive events in libraries programme, which are funded by 
the Arts Council. 
 
Mrs Martin and Mrs Racey responded to members questions, not only in relation to the availability of 
computers at Wisbech Library but other aspects of the service. 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox expressed her concern regarding the reduction in the opening hours at Wisbech 
Library with effect from 25 April 2016 and the number of libraries which had closed in recent years 
and commented that she would like to see a reverse in the current trend. In response to Councillor 
Mrs Cox’s comments, Councillor Miss Hoy made it clear that, due to budget restraints being faced 
by Cambridgeshire County Council, there would be no expansion of library provision in the County. 
 
Councillor Tierney congratulated the libraries service on the events it delivers. With regard to the 
use of computers by the public, he suggested that appropriate software be introduced so it could be 
established whether members of the public are using computers for job searching or, for example, 
viewing video footage on You Tube.  
 
Some members suggested other locations in Wisbech where it may be possible for the public to 
access, free-of-charge computers, such as the Oasis Centre and Community House. 
 
Members decided that the information presented be noted. 
 
160/15   Meadowgate School 
 
Members received a presentation from Mrs Jackie McPherson, Headteacher of Meadowgate 
School, on proposals for extension of the school. 
 
Mrs McPherson informed the council that, despite extensions in 2014 and 2015, the school is unable 
to accommodate any more pupils and is being forced to operate a “one out, one in” policy to 
admissions. The result is that children who should be educated in their local special school are 
having to either remain in mainstream school or travel to special schools in Ely or Huntingdon. She 
mentioned that following an OFSTED inspection of the school in November 2015, which judged the 
school as continuing to be Outstanding, the school’s governors were invited to consider submitting 
to the Department for Education an application for a Free School. Under the proposal, the Free 
School, which would have 50 places, and Meadowgate School would both become academies and 
share the same governance arrangement. The creation of these additional pupil places would allow 
the pupil roll at Meadowgate School to reduce to around 140. 
 
Mrs McPherson outlined the application process and commented that the earliest date by which the 
new school could operate is September 2018. She made the point that Cambridgeshire County 
Council, as the Local Education Authority, had confirmed that all places would be filled by children 
from the local area. She showed the council a location plan for the possible new school – on land 
adjacent to Meadowgate School – and made the point that the site had already been explored by 
the County Council as the possible site for a new secondary school. 
 
Mrs McPherson commented that it is currently “early days” in the process, there is a considerable 
amount of consultation to undertake but she wished to provide Wisbech Town Council with a “heads 
up”. 
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A number of members spoke in support of this proposal. In particular, Councillor Miss Hoy 
expressed the opinion that this is a wonderful idea; it is a must for local children; this proposal would 
have far less of an impact upon the locality than the provision of a secondary school at this site. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor 
Tierney, that a letter of support for the application be sent to the Department for Education. 
 
(Councillor Mrs MacRae declared her non-pecuniary interest in this item of business by virtue of her 
employment at Meadowgate School) 
 
161/15   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 

 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
(2) Section 106 Planning Obligation monies 
 

Further to minute 147/15 (2), members considered the development of a “wish list” of play 
equipment and facilities for Wisbech - which could then be taken into account by Fenland 
District Council when determining the “recreational” requirements of future Section 106 Planning 
Obligations upon developers. 
 
Mr B Ollier, the Parks and Open Spaces Manager at Fenland District Council, attended the 
meeting to assist members' deliberations. He stated that he would be pleased to hear the 
council's ideas as to the play equipment that they would like to see on the nine play areas in 
Wisbech (he informed the council of the locations of those play areas). He mentioned that 
Fenland District Council does possess some Section 106 Planning Obligation monies for play 
equipment which is yet to be spent; some of that funding would be utilised to replace "end of 
life" equipment and repair safety surfacing. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor made reference to the Waterlees play area and expressed the opinion 
that the skateboard park is no longer fit for purpose. She commented that youngsters living in 
that area had been asked some time ago what they would like in terms of a new skateboard 
park but nothing had happened since. Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed the opinion that 
resource should follow need and commented that a new skateboard park had been provided at 
Chatteris, which has approximately 400 children below the age of 18 years, whereas there are 
1,100 under-18s living in the Waterlees area. She expressed the hope that other members of 
Wisbech Town Council would support the provision of a new skateboard park at Bath Road. 
 
In response to the comments of Councillor Mrs Bucknor, Councillor Mrs Cox expressed the 
opinion that if a new skateboard park were to be provided in Wisbech, it should be installed in 
Wisbech Park. Councillor Mrs MacRae expressed the opinion that any new skateboard park in 
Wisbech should be located in the south of the town. 
 
Councillor Tierney stated his recognition that there are issues of community need in the 
Waterlees ward but it does benefit from a play park; the greatest need for play equipment is, in 
his opinion, in the Kirkgate ward. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Mrs MacRae as to how much money Fenland District 
Council spends on play equipment in addition to the Section 106 Planning Obligation monies it 
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receives from developers, Mr Ollier stated that the council possesses an annual repairs and 
maintenance budget for play equipment, for the whole of Fenland, of approximately £50,000. 
 
Councillor Tibbs commented that he would like Fenland District Council consider improving the 
play area at Jasmine Close. 
 
Councillor Miss Oliver asked Mr Ollier if Fenland District Council has any plans for the play area 
at West Parade/Burcroft Road; she mentioned that play equipment had been removed from the 
area but had not been replaced. In response, Mr Ollier stated that he would be happy to include 
such provision as part of Wisbech Town Council's "wish list". 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy made the point that there is currently no play equipment provision within 
the Staithe ward and enquired as to the possibility, through working with the Borough Council of 
King's Lynn and West Norfolk, of some provision as a result of the new development (Hunters 
Row) proposed for a site in West Norfolk. Mr Ollier undertook to discuss that possibility with the 
appropriate officer at the Borough Council of King's Lynn and West Norfolk. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Mrs Cox, Mr Ollier stated that the usual "life" of a 
piece of play equipment is 15 to 25 years. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae stated that she would like Fenland District Council to consult Wisbech 
Town Council on all proposals for the provision of new and replacement play equipment in the 
town. Councillor Oliver suggested that this be done in the same way that Ward Alerts are issued 
to members of Fenland District Councillors in respect of planning applications received. 
 
Members decided that the information presented and responses to questions by Mr Ollier be 
noted and that they would give further thought to identifying items for a "wish list". 
 

(3) Selective Licensing 
 

Members received a presentation, as part of the District Council's consultation exercise, from Mr 
D Horn, Head of Housing and Community Support at Fenland District Council (FDC), in relation 
to the proposal of FDC to introduce Selective Licensing (of the landlords of private-rented 
properties) in Wisbech. He referred to the report on the matter, which had been presented to 21 
January 2016 meeting of the Cabinet at Fenland District, a copy of which had been circulated by 
the Clerk to all members of Wisbech Town Council in advance of the meeting. 
 
Mr Horn explained that any Local Housing Authority has the ability to implement a Selective 
Licensing scheme, under the powers of the Housing Act 2004, in the private-rented sector 
where local circumstances meet one or more of a set of criteria. He commented that the only 
area in Fenland which meets the criteria is the town of Wisbech. 
 
Mr Horn informed the council that the work of Operation Pheasant and the Rogue Landlord 
programme had been a key element in proposing such a course of action. He mentioned that 
the proposal has the backing of the Constabulary, which identifies the private-rented sector in 
Wisbech as a house tenure which contributes to the exploitation of the migrant community and 
high levels of crime. Mr Horn mentioned that the cost a licence is based upon the District 
Council achieving full cost-recovery; the cost of a licence, which would be £575 for a single 
household let and £750 for a house in multiple occupation, would last for five years. Fenland 
District Council would need the consent of the Secretary of State to be able to introduce the 
scheme. 
 
Mr Horn made the point that different ways to tackle the private-rented housing situation in 
Wisbech had been tried and that Selective Licensing is felt to be the most likely means of 
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addressing the issues, He stated that the number of private-rented properties had almost 
doubled between 2001 and 2011. 
 
Mr Horn mentioned that the consultation exercise runs between 29 February and 8 May 2016 
and explained the consultation which had been undertaken to date. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that the consultation is biased and misleading. He 
feels that the policy is poorly written and contains many emotive statements. He stated that he 
is unable to see how the introduction of Selective Licensing would address the issues. 
 
Councillor Tierney is of the opinion that introduction of Selective licensing would result in a 
reduction in the number of private-rented properties being available and increases in the rents 
charged by landlords; such action would affect the most vulnerable members of society. The 
landlords of private-rented properties are not supportive of this proposed approach; the majority 
of private-sector landlords provide suitable accommodation for their tenants; this appears to 
Councillor Tierney to be a way for Fenland District Council to generate income for the council 
and does not provide real powers. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that the largest problems of tenants living in poor 
conditions is not caused by private-sector landlords; it is caused by the Registered Social 
Landlords in the area.  
 
Councillor Lay stated that he admires the principle of what Fenland District Council is seeking to 
achieve in terms of seeking to ensure that all tenants can enjoy suitable living conditions but is 
concerned about the impact upon householder utilities (including sewerage and water supply) of 
supporting houses in multiple occupation. 
 
Councillors Bucknor and Mrs Bucknor stated that they both support the introduction of Selective 
Licensing. Councillor Bucknor commented that currently the whole community carries the cost 
and suffers the negative consequences of the private-rented sector's lack of self regulation; in 
these austere times, when councils are required by Government to cut back, transferring that 
cost back to the private housing sector makes perfect sense. After all, their businesses profit 
from it directly. The Council Taxpayer does not. The Government says in its guidance 
document: "We want landlords to treat their tenants as valued customers, not just someone who 
they can extract rent from, without providing any kind of service."  
 
Councillor Bucknor made the point that other businesses require licences (such as public 
houses, off-licences and taxis), so why not private-sector landlords? He expressed the opinion 
that Selective Licensing is a mechanism designed to promote quality assurance and to set an 
acceptable minimum standard on people's living space. He mentioned Rachmanism, now a 
synonym for the exploitation and intimidation of tenants, and expressed the opinion that similar 
activities are now taking place in Wisbech; Councillor Bucknor is of the belief that the 
implementation of Selective Licensing would address that situation. 
 
Councillor Bucknor expressed the view that some landlords have no idea as to who is living in 
their property and that their only concern is that they receive the rent. He stated that both 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor and he support this proposal and they hope that it would be introduced 
by Fenland District Council as a means of improving the situation for many tenants in Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that currently the Council Tax is being used to try to tackle 
these issues; the landlords should be meeting Fenland District Council’s costs; Selective 
Licensing would achieve that situation. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae expressed the opinion that Selective Licensing ought to apply to all 
landlords, not only those in the private-sector. She fears that the introduction of Selective 
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Licensing would result in a number of landlords selling their properties, which could result in a 
shortage of accommodation available for rent in the town. She questioned how Fenland District 
Council would ensure that it "captured" all private-sector landlords in Wisbech. She stated that 
she supports the comments made by Councillor Tierney. 
 
Mr Horn expressed his thanks to members for the comments that they had made and gave an 
assurance that all of those comments would be included within the report which would be 
presented to the Cabinet at Fenland District Council in June of this year. He made the point that 
Selective Licensing cannot be applied to Registered Social Landlords, as a particular form of 
statutory regulation applies to them. He informed Wisbech Town Council that Fenland District 
Council had, in developing this proposal, examined the operation of similar schemes in other 
parts of the country. He stated that Fenland District Council is not allowed to make a profit from 
the operation of a Selective Licensing scheme. 
 
Councillor Tierney stated that he had also examined this practice operated elsewhere and he 
had concluded that it is not a success story in those areas; he hopes that the report to Fenland 
District Council’s Cabinet would reflect accurately the situation in those other areas. In addition, 
he challenged Mr Horn’s statement that Fenland District Council is not allowed to make a profit 
of operating a Selective Licensing scheme; he suggested that this would constitute an 
“accountancy trick”. 
 
Members decided that the details of the proposed Selective Licensing scheme, the comments of 
Mr Horn and the views expressed and comments made by members be noted. 

 
(Councillor Miss Hoy declared her pecuniary interest in this item of business, by virtue of her 
employment by a local lettings agency, and retired from the meeting for the duration of the 
discussion and voting thereon) 

 
(Councillors Balsevics and Mrs Cox declared their respective pecuniary interest in this item of 
business, by virtue of being landlords of residential property in Wisbech, and retired from the 
meeting for the duration of the discussion and voting thereon) 

 
(4) Wisbech Garden Town initiative  

 
Members received a presentation from Gary Garford, Corporate Director at Fenland District 
Council, on the Wisbech Garden Town proposal. 
 
Mr Garford commented that the aim of his presentation is to bring the town council “up to speed” 
on this proposal. He commented that late in 2015 Fenland District Council began developing 
early thoughts around a potential Garden Town idea for Wisbech; this coincided with devolution 
proposals being developed, for submission to the Government. It coincided also with work being 
undertaken to explore the Wisbech Beyond 2020 initiative. 
 
Mr Garford stressed that this is a concept in its early stages and requires a significant amount of 
further work to understand viability and deliverability. The primary reason for such a proposal is 
to provide a major catalyst for the provision of new major infrastructure (e.g. road improvements 
and a rail service). He made the point that the scale of proposed additional housing goes well 
beyond the Local Plan numbers for Wisbech. 
 
Mr Garford commented that the housing viability in Wisbech does not have the financial 
“headroom” to deliver key infrastructure; therefore, Government assistance would be essential. 
He commented that great towns are not those that resist change but those which embrace it.  
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The offer to Government is: 

 8,000 to 10,500 new homes, including starter homes and self-build 

 creation of “Smart life” Modern Methods of Construction training college to support local 
employment and deliver housing proposals 

 a retirement village aligned to projected increase in aged population# 

 a local Enterprise Zone to drive jobs, skills and investments 

 relevant governance arrangements 

 on site by 2019. 
 

The ask of Government is: 
 

 a rail link from Wisbech to Cambridge and Peterborough in under 45 minutes 

 Ely station improvements to incre4ase capacity and frequency on the line 

 dual carriageway for the A47 from Thorney to Wisbech 

 funding to establish a Smart life satellite college 

 met up costs for governance arrangements 

 Main serviced infrastructure, including flood mitigation 

 investment for a community development team. 
 

Mr Garford detailed the potential positive impact of the Garden Town proposal, including better 
access to employment and education for residents, addressing housing need pressures and 
assisting economic and retail investment in Wisbech. He made the point that social regeneration 
is as important as the regeneration benefits. He explained the next steps in the process, 
including continued working with Government and preparing an expression of interest for a 
Garden Town under the DCLG’s Garden Town prospectus. 
 
Mr Garford displayed maps of the possible shape of an extended town of Wisbech and the 
possible routes of new roads etc. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor stated that she is supportive of the Garden Town proposal and hopes 
that its delivery does not become dependent upon devolution in East Anglia. She made 
reference to the fact that Cambridgeshire County Council appears not to be supportive of 
devolution for the East of England. 

 
Councillor Tierney commented that he applauds the big thinking but has concerns about the 
“shape” of the potential development and whether it would be possible to guarantee that the 
new properties would be available to local people. He commented that he would like to see a 
detailed, written proposal for a Garden Town and then the holding of a referendum. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that Wisbech does require improvements in 
infrastructure but feels that, because of its significance, the proposal should be subject to 
consultation with the public. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae commented that this situation highlights how little the County Council 
had invested in Fenland and she expressed the opinion that this proposal would put Fenland 
“on the map”. 
 
Councillor Lay suggested that, because of the potential conflict between a new rail line and the 
carriageway of the A47, consideration should be given to introducing a monorail service 
between Wisbech and March, as opposed to a “full blown” rail service. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Mr Garford and the comments of members 
be noted. 
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162/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
(1) Street lighting 
 

Further to minute 71/15 (a), the Clerk reported that, as a result of the decision of 
Cambridgeshire County Council to switch-off its street lamps between 2.00 am and 6.00 pm, 
instead of between midnight and 6.00 pm with effect from the financial year 2016/17, the cost to 
Wisbech Town Council of keeping the lights illuminated in Wisbech during 2016/17 would 
reduce from £12 to £7.70 per light, together with an administration charge of £65. This means 
that the total annual cost to Wisbech Town Council in 2016/17 would be £11,222.30, instead of 
£17,453.00. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that the higher figure had been included within the council’s 
2016/17 budget and suggested that the council’s Resources Committee may wish to consider, 
at a future meeting, re-allocating the projected underspending. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
(2) Local Highway Improvements Scheme 2016/17 
 

Further to minute 71/15 (b) (ii), the Clerk reported on the outcome of the Local Highway 
Improvements (LHI) 2016/17 bidding process.  

 
The Clerk informed members that the district area assessment panels (comprising County 
Councillors representing electoral divisions within the district) were asked to consider bids and 
make recommendations to the County Council’s Highways and Community Infrastructure 
Committee on how the budget should be allocated in respect of the scheme bids submitted. 

 
The assessment panels operated a simple scoring system with a maximum of ten points per 
scheme. Using this assessment system, the scheme submitted by Wisbech Town Council (to 
remove the “rat run” on West Parade) scored 4.08 points out of a maximum of 10; the bid was 
ranked in fifth place out of the twenty submitted throughout Fenland.  
 
The County Council has decided that the top ten ranking schemes in Fenland would be 
allocated funding; this means that the Wisbech Town Council bid would receive LHI funding for 
2016/17 and, consequently, officers of the Local Projects Team will contact this council in the 
near future to develop the proposal in more detail and establish final costs and a timescale for 
delivery of the works. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
163/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Police Inspector Will Davis attended the meeting to provide the council with an update on the crime 
and disorder situation in Wisbech since the last meeting of the council. 
 
Inspector Davis mentioned that he had met with Councillor Tierney and a couple of the other 
members of the Citizens’ Patrol group to discuss that initiative. He mentioned also that he had 
pursued the suggestion of Wisbech Town Council and, consequently, there would be a weekly 
article in the Fenland Citizen newspaper regarding policing in Wisbech. 
 
Inspector Davis mentioned an incident of an alleged assault upon a pregnant woman in Wisbech 
town centre; the Police had attended the scene within two minutes of being called. As a result, a 
male had been arrested. 
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Inspector Davis mentioned the launch of Operation Padshaw; the purpose of this is to address the 
problem of people, through the use of social media, making others feel at risk of being a victim of 
crime in Wisbech. Operation Padshaw is designed to be a community reassurance mechanism, 
whereby Police Officers would post on social media the actions which are being taken to deal with 
incidents of crime and to give a true picture of the situation. He referred to a particular case which 
had raised some public concern and commented that the CCTV evidence had shown the allegation 
to be far from the truth. He also wishes to dispel the myth that the majority of crime and disorder 
issues in the town relate to actions by Eastern Europeans who had consumed alcohol; it is not a fact 
that the Eastern European communities are causing difficulties for the Police in Wisbech. 
 
Both Councillors Miss Hoy and Tierney expressed thanks to the Constabulary for taking measures 
to “put the record straight”. 
 
Inspector Davis expressed the opinion that whatever the public perception may be, facts show that 
Wisbech is a safe place to live and work. 
 
Inspector Davis responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Inspector Davis be noted. 
 
164/15   Housing in Fenland 

 
Further to minute 147/15 (4), Councillor Human reminded members of his concern regarding the 
conditions in which some of the tenants of Circle Roddons Housing Association are living – with 
issues such as damp - and the poor quality of service being received by those tenants from their 
landlord in addressing such living conditions. He made the point that he had become aware of the 
conditions of one particular flat in October of last year and that in February of this year no action had 
been taken by Circle Roddons Housing Association to address the issues. He mentioned that he 
had visited a number of properties in February and witnessed damp and decay; in addition, the 
entrance to JFK Court is being used as a “public toilet” by non-residents; also, the residents are 
provided with no facilities from which to hang-out washing. His conclusion is that Circle Roddons 
Housing Association is providing an inadequate service to its tenants. 
 
Councillor Human informed members that he had met with Mr D Horn, Head of Housing and 
Community Support at Fenland District Council, and District Councillor Sutton, Deputy Leader of 
Fenland District Council, on 10 March 2016 to discuss the situation; this meeting had been very 
productive. He mentioned that he had sent an e-mail to Circle Roddons Housing Association on 10 
March 2016 but is yet to receive a response. To seek to assist these tenants, he had made contact 
with the Homes and Communities Agency. 

 
Councillors Bucknor and Mrs Bucknor expressed the opinion that these problems need to be 
investigated and remedied by Circle Roddons Housing Association. Councillor Mrs Bucknor 
commented that, in her experience, Circle Roddons Housing Association had been a good landlord 
until around 12 months ago but the situation had changed. 
 
Councillor Human proposed that the following Motion: “Wisbech Town Council is most concerned 
about the very poor conditions in which some of the tenants of Circle Roddons Housing Association 
properties in this town are living. It is not acceptable to the town council and the tenants of the 
properties”.  
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor stated that she supports Councillor Human’s Motion but feels that its 
wording should be stronger and suggested that the Motion should read “This council is most 
concerned about the very bad conditions in some of the Circle Roddons Housing Association 
properties in Wisbech. This situation is not acceptable to Wisbech councillors and our residents. We 
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would ask Circle Roddons Housing Association to respond to our detailed concerns regarding these 
issues, in the properties of which Circle Roddons Housing Association is already aware”. 
 
Councillor Human indicated that he is happy for the wording of his Motion to be amended in the 
manner suggested by Councillor Mrs Bucknor. 
 
Councillor Tierney stated that he supports all of the comments made by Wisbech Town Councillors; 
Circle Roddons Housing Association is aware of the situation but is taking no action to provide a 
remedy. He expressed the view that Circle Roddons Housing Association appears not to be 
concerned about the overcrowding of some of its properties. 
 
Councillor Lay informed members that he had been aware of problems since August of last year and 
had been liaising with Councillor Human on this matter during recent months. In addition, Councillor 
Lay had made contact with the Housing Ombudsman regarding this matter. 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox commented that she concurs with the comments made by other councillors as to 
the existence of problems with certain Circle Roddons Housing Association properties, not only in 
terms of failure to address poor condition but also anti-social behaviour. 
 
The Clerk informed members that he had invited the relevant officer of Circle Roddons Housing 
Association to attend this meeting but the date of this meeting had not proved convenient. The 
officer had given an undertaking for the association to be represented at the next meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Members decided, upon a proposal by Councillor Human, seconded by Councillor Mrs Bucknor, that 
the following Motion be adopted: “This council is most concerned about the very bad conditions in 
some of the Circle Roddons Housing Association properties in Wisbech. This situation is not 
acceptable to Wisbech councillors and our residents. We would ask Circle Roddons Housing 
Association to respond to our detailed concerns regarding these issues, in the properties of which 
Circle Roddons Housing Association is already aware”. 
 
(Councillor Bucknor declared his non-pecuniary interest in this item of business by virtue of his being 
a Board member of Circle Roddons)   
 
165/15   Possible provision of a bus shelter at the Tesco store, Cromwell Road, Wisbech 
 
Further to minute 154/15 (1), members considered further the request from the Chairman of the 
Fenland Transport and Access Group, District Councillor King, for Wisbech Town Council to 
consider using some of the Section 106 Planning Obligation monies made available by way of the 
Tesco store development to fund the provision of a bus shelter on Cromwell Road.   
 
The Clerk informed members that he had, in accordance with minute 154/15 (1), obtained 
information from Fenland District Council in relation to  
 

 the exact nature of the purpose for which the “Tesco” Section 106 Planning Obligation monies 
(which totalled £54,000) made available for schemes proposed by Wisbech Town Council could 
be utilised; for example, is it the case that expenditure “must be for the benefit of the town 
centre”?; 

 If that is the case, would the provision of a bus shelter in the vicinity of the Tesco store comply 
with that condition?; 

 whether there is any other “Tesco” Section 106 money being held by the District Council which 
could be used for the provision of a bus shelter on Cromwell Road. 

 
Gary Garford, Corporate Director at Fenland District Council, had informed the Clerk, by e-mail, that 
the “Tesco” Section 106 Planning Obligation monies made available for schemes proposed by 
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Wisbech Town Council could be utilised for the provision of a bus shelter on Cromwell Road. In fact, 
the wording of the Section 106 Planning Obligation specifically mentions the provision of bus 
shelters as one example of the type of facility upon which expenditure could be incurred. In addition, 
Mr Garford had stated that the “Wisbech Town Council” element of the Section 106 Planning 
Obligation is the only part of the obligation which specifically covers the provision of such 
infrastructure. 
 
In addition, Mr Garford makes the point, in his e-mail to the Clerk (which the Clerk read to 
members), that Wisbech Town Council would need to consider not only the cost of purchase and 
installation of a bus shelter but also the responsibility for its ongoing maintenance. 
 
The Clerk read to members a further letter from the Chairman of the Fenland Transport and Access 
Group, District Councillor King, in support of the request for Wisbech Town Council’s provision of a 
bus shelter. In his letter, District Councillor King states that the primary driver for this request is to 
serve passengers who use the X1 bus service. He provided details of estimated costs of the both 
purchasing and installing a bus shelter, which, in total could vary between £6,000 and £10,000 
depending upon the specification of the shelter and the groundworks required. The Clerk had 
forwarded to members, in advance of the meeting, a copy of the letter from District Councillor King. 

 
Councillor Oliver expressed the opinion that the provision of a bus shelter would not only reduce the 
funding available to allocate to projects for the town centre but also result in a substantial cost to the 
council in future years, in terms of maintenance and insurance of the structure; in addition, he is of 
the opinion that and such provision should have been made by Tesco at the time of undertaking the 
construction of the store and associated facilities.  
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Bucknor, that Wisbech Town Council would not meet the cost of providing a bus shelter at the Tesco 
store, Cromwell Road, Wisbech. 
 
166/15   Minutes of 22 February 2016 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Tibbs, seconded by Councillor Miss Oliver, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 22 February 2016 be confirmed and 
signed. 
 
167/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 22 February 2016 
(2) Planning Committee of 14 March 2016. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
168/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 17 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 211), including: 
 

 Coffee Morning at Onyx Court, Wisbech 
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 Presentations to Wisbech Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets 

 Easter Fair at Dove Court, Wisbech 

 Wisbech Table Tennis Championships 

 Showmen’s Guild Reception, in association with the annual Mart Fair, at which he had been 
presented with a cheque in the sum of £250 to the Mayor’s Charity 

 Wisbech Mart Fair 

 A production of Annie at the Angles Theatre 

 Dinner hosted by Wisbech Lions 

 RAF Swing Wing event 

 A Titanic day at  Peckover Primary School 

 Slide show event hosted by the Mayor of Peterborough 

 The Chairman of East Cambridgeshire District Council’s Civic Reception 

 Whittlesey Mayor’s Ball. 
 

In addition, the Mayor mentioned that the final fundraising activity of his civic year would be a “Beat 
the Mayor” bowls event, scheduled to take place at the Hudson Leisure Centre, to commence at 
11.00 am, on 9 April 2016. The total raised for the Mayor’s Charities to date exceeds £5,000. 
 
The Mayor expressed his sadness at the death of Jane Hill, the Mayoress for the civic year 2014/15. 
He mentioned happy times that he and his wife had spent with Jane Hill and her husband, Councillor 
Michael Hill. The Mayor informed members of the details of Jane Hill’s funeral. 
 
The Mayor mentioned that Father Paul West, the current Mayor’s Chaplain, would be leaving 
Wisbech to take up a new post in Australia. Father West’s final church service in Wisbech would 
take place on 24 April 2016. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
169/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, informed members that the council’s Community 
Events and Festivals Working Party, chaired by Councillor Miss Hoy, had been working hard to plan 
and deliver a programme of activity for 2016; this includes: 
 

 Queen’s 90th Birthday celebration on 21 April  

 St George’s event on 23 April 

 WisBEACH day on 5 June 

 Armed Forces Day on 19 June 

 Rock Festival on 7 August 

 Christmas lights switch-on on 27 November 

 Wisbech Christmas Fayre on 11 December. 
 
Further to minute 137/15, the Leader of the Council informed members that through liaison with 
Councillors McLaren and Tibbs and officers of Fenland District Council, work would soon begin on 
clearing the site of the former Bell public house. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
170/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
No member of the council had attended a meeting of an outside body during the period since the 
last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
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171/15   Financial Regulations 
 
Members considered, in the light of a recommendation from the council’s Internal Auditor (minute 
R5/15 refers), the adoption of revised Financial Regulations, which are based upon the model 
regulations produced by the National Association of Local Councils, for Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, a copy of the proposed new 
Financial Regulations for Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Clerk explained to members that the main changes to the council’s current Financial 
Regulations (adopted in May 2011) relate to contracts (reducing the figure from £50,000 to £25,000 
in relation to seeking tenders), adding more detail in the General and the Accounting and Audit 
sections and the option for the council to consider internet banking and having corporate debit 
cards. The opportunity was also taken by the Clerk to produce a document which is clearer for the 
reader in terms of layout. 
 
Councillor Oliver expressed his appreciation of the work of the Clerk in the production of this 
document. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Human, 
that the revised Financial Regulations for Wisbech Town Council, as prepared and presented by the 
Clerk, be adopted. 
 
172/15   Correspondence 
 
The Clerk informed members that he had no correspondence for reporting to the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted.  
 
173/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
(1) Queen’s 90th Birthday 

 
The Clerk informed members that the Town Council’s Community Events and Festivals Working 
Party had made arrangements to provide the community with the opportunity to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday, on 21 April, at 5.00 pm on Wisbech Market Place. 
 
The Mayor would be inviting members of the public to have a piece of birthday cake and to sign 
a card which would be delivered to Her Majesty. 
 
Posters for the event would be circulated around Wisbech and the Clerk would be writing an 
article for the publication in the Fenland Citizen newspaper. 
  
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 

(2) St George’s event 
 
The Clerk mentioned the St George’s event, which had been organised by the Town Council’s 
Community Events and Festivals Working Party, to take place on 23 April 2016. 
 
Posters for the event, which would include various activities (including storytelling, face painting, 
fancy dress, fairground rides, dragon hunt and Punch and Judy shows), had been circulated 
around Wisbech. Publicity for the event is also being given via social media and through an 
article to be written by the Clerk for the publication in the Fenland Citizen newspaper. 
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Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 

 
(3) Anglia in Bloom 

 
The Clerk drew members’ attention to the Anglia in Bloom: Celebrating 20 Years (1996 to 2016) 
booklet, which he circulated around the Council Chamber and invited them to take copies to 
make available within the community. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(4) Wisbech Town Guide 
 
Further to minute 155/15, the Clerk reminded members that the council possesses a 
considerable number of copies of the Wisbech Town Guide 2016 and invited them to take a 
supply. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
174/15   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council has been scheduled for 25 
April 2016, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
Meeting finished at 10.25 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

25 April 2016 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Brunton, 
Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Mrs Cox, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, McLaren, 
Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tibbs (Deputy Mayor) and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: None (all members were present). 
 
175/15   Open forum 
 
(1) Housing conditions 

 
A tenant of a Circle Roddons Housing Association property in Wisbech referred to an article in 
last week’s edition of one of the local newspapers which had described the appalling conditions 
in which some tenants of Circle Roddons Housing Association in Wisbech find themselves. She 
stated that the landlord appears to be taking no action to address the situation. 
 
The tenant mentioned works undertaken very recently by a contractor engaged by Circle 
Roddons Housing Association to provide a footpath and had left the site with the appearance of 
a "building site". She expressed her dismay at Circle Roddons Housing Association's 
assessment as to what is a priority need for tenants; providing a footpath which, in her opinion, 
is not needed or addressing the problems faced by tenants of damp and mould within their 
properties. 

 
Members decided that the comments of this tenant be noted and that they be taken into account 
at minute 177/15. 

 
(2)   Wisbech Market 
 

One of those who trades at the council's market, who claimed to be representing all Wisbech 
market traders, raised concerns as to what he sees as an "unlevel playing field" in respect of the 
council's operation of trading activities at Wisbech market. He mentioned the council’s Sunday 
market, which is operating on a trial period until the end on May 2016 (minute M8/15 refers), 
and his opinion that it is not appropriate for traders at that market to be able to trade on a free-
of-charge basis (a situation which does not occur on any other day of the week). 
 
The trader also expressed his concern that not all traders are charged the same level of pitch 
fee. He commented that shopping patterns have changed and that operation of the market 
needs to reflect that change. He commented also that Wisbech Town Council introduces market 
practices without first consulting with traders; in addition, he alleged that traders are not always 
informed of community events and festivals in the Market Place, which have an impact upon 
operation of the market. 
 
The trader expressed the opinion that a car boot event should not operate in conjunction with a 
traditional market, as is the case with the council’s Sunday market. He suggested that members 
of the council’s Market Place Management Committee should visit Wisbech Market to view the 
current situation for themselves. He commented that Wsbech Market is a good place to work 
but he and other traders feel that they are able to see how the situation could be improved. 
 
At the invitation of the Mayor, the Clerk responded in general terms to the comments of the 
trader and informed members that, following receipt of agenda items from the Wisbech market 
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traders, he would be arranging a meeting at which traders’ issues and concerns could be 
discussed with council officers. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
176/15   Wisbech Reads project 
 
Members received, further to minute 159/14, a presentation from Carrie Norman, Principal of the 
Peckover Primary School, on the achievements to date in delivery of the Wisbech Reads project 
(which operates for a period of five years and is now in its second year) and future proposals. She 
expressed her appreciation of the continuing support which the project receives from Wisbech Town 
Council.  
 
Mrs Norman showed members the logo, which had resulted from a competition within the 
participating schools, for the Wisbech Reads project. She explained to the council the activities 
which had taken place during the two-days project launch event which had taken place in July last 
year and a "re-launch" event being planned for July this year (one event focussed upon children at 
the Orchards School on 4 July and an event aimed at the wider community, to take place at a 
suitable venue (to be confirmed) within the centre of Wisbech on 9 July). In addition to running such 
specific events, it is proposed that Wisbech Reads has a presence at other events in Wisbech, such 
as the council's WisBEACH day on 5 June 2016. 
 
Mrs Norman informed the council that the vision of the Wisbech Reads project - which seeks to 
improve the literacy of adults as well as children - is "We believe that through collaboration with the 
local community, schools, early years providers, businesses and charities, we can involve everyone 
in embracing the opportunities to enhance reading skills for the families of Wisbech". 
 
Mrs Norman informed the council of the long-term goals of the project and how success would be 
measured. She mentioned the partners to this project, all of which are represented on the Wisbech 
Reads Steering Group; Wisbech Town Council is represented on this group by its Clerk. 
 
Mrs Norman informed the council that one of the ambitions of the project is to provide permanent 
reading installations - which would introduce families to the pleasure of sharing books as part of their 
daily routine - in the centre of Wisbech. It is anticipated that each installation would have a secure 
(lockable) storage for books and a seat to be used by families to sit and share the books. It is hoped 
that the unlocking and locking of the books storage would be undertaken by a local business or 
community organisation/group. The aim is commission an installation for each year of the project. 
Mrs Norman showed photographs of reading installations elsewhere in the UK. She hopes that it 
would be possible for the first installation to take place at Wisbech Market Place; then possibly 
Wisbech Park etc. 
 
Mrs Norman responded to members' questions. 
 
Councillor Oliver suggested that the possibility of accommodating a reading installation at Wisbech 
Market Place be taken into account when considering potential design concepts for Wisbech Market 
Place (minute M9/15 refers). 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor 
Tierney, that  
 
(1) the information presented by Mrs Norman be noted; 

 
(2) the council would continue to support the Wisbech Reads project; 
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(3) the possibility of accommodating a reading installation at Wisbech Market Place be taken into 
account when considering potential design concepts for Wisbech Market Place. 

 
177/15   Housing in Fenland 

 
Further to minute 164/15, members received a presentation from Sue Stavers, Head of Housing at 
Circle Housing Wherry and Circle Roddons Housing, and John Fox, Head of Maintenance at Circle 
Housing Wherry and Circle Roddons Housing, with the aim of addressing Wisbech Town Council’s 
concerns regarding Circle Roddons as a landlord of properties in Wisbech through explanations as 
to how the organisation deals with repairs and maintenance issues and incidents of anti-social 
behaviour. 
 
Mr Fox that Circle Roddons Housing owns and maintains 4,025 properties in Fenland, 100% of 
which comply with the Decent Homes Standard. Approximately £2.5m had been invested in the 
housing stock during the financial year 2015/16; it is planned that a further £3.5m be spent during 
the financial year 2016/17. He mentioned that Circle Roddons Housing would be undertaking a 
condition survey of all of its properties during the current financial year. 
 
Mr Fox made the point that most of the “damp” in properties owned by Circle Roddons Housing is 
actually condensation, which, in the main, is caused by tenants’ lifestyles - Circle Roddons Housing 
is happy to provide tenants with advice and guidance on how to prevent condensation in their 
properties. He added that the heating systems at most of the units at John F Kennedy Court were 
upgraded earlier this year. 
 
Mr Fox stated that he would be happy to arrange for inspections of particular properties if the 
tenants or local councillors were to provide the addresses. 
 
In response to the comments made by Mr Fox, Councillor Lay expressed the opinion that some of 
the properties are subject to condensation because of their poor levels of insulation; he is of the 
view that much of the housing stock possessed inadequate levels of insulation at the time of the 
transfer from Fenland District Council. He described one particular case of dampness within a Circle 
Roddons Housing property. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that he is not looking to discuss individual cases but he is aware that 
tenants of Circle Roddons Housing are generally unhappy with the service provided by their 
landlord. He expressed the opinion that Circle Roddons Housing has a poor reputation and should 
care about that situation and its tenants.  
 
Councillor Tierney suggested that Circle Roddons Housing should: 
 

 produce timescales within which to remedy a defect or address an issue 

 volunteer to be subject to Selective Licensing by Fenland District Council (minute 161/15 (3) 
refers) 

 introduce a telephone helpline, in addition to the current e-mail helpline 

 keep Wisbech Town Council updated on progress in dealing with tenancy issues. 
 

Mrs Stavers responded to Councillor Tierney’s suggestions. She commented that many of the 
properties were not constructed for today’s lifestyles; in these cases condensation needs to be 
managed; there is no cure to the problem; tenants need to be provided with information as to how 
they could reduce condensation problems in their homes. 
 
Mrs Stavers undertook to provide Wisbech Town Council with details of Circle Roddons Housing’s 
response timescales. She informed the council that Selective Licensing cannot be applied to 
Registered Social Landlords, as a particular form of statutory regulation applies to them. 
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Councillor Human stated that he endorses the comments and suggestions of Councillor Tierney and 
he agrees with the comments made by the member of the public at minute 175/15 (1) regarding the 
poor quality of the footpath works. He mentioned one particular address in terms of repair and 
maintenance works required. He reminded members that he had met with Mr D Horn, Head of 
Housing and Community Support at Fenland District Council, and District Councillor Sutton, Deputy 
Leader of Fenland District Council, on 10 March 2016 to discuss the difficulties being experienced 
by tenants; consequently, information was provided to Circle Roddons Housing on 11 March 2016; it 
then took 6 weeks for a surveyor to visit the property; is this considered by Circle Roddons Housing 
to be an acceptable level of service to its tenants? 
 
Mr Fox agreed to accept from Councillor Human a file containing e-mail correspondence relating to 
housing repairs issues going back as far as 22 February 2016. 
 
Councillor Bucknor mentioned issues in relation to one particular property which had been provided 
to a family with young children; upon taking up the tenancy, the new occupants found broken glass, 
needles and asbestos; the property had allegedly been repaired and cleaned prior to the new 
tenancy commencing. He, therefore, enquired of the representatives of Circle Roddons Housing as 
to the checks undertaken by the organisation when letting a property to ensure that no risks are 
faced by incoming tenants. 
 
Councillor Mclaren asked about the age of boilers within the housing stock. In response, Mr Fox 
stated that boilers are of various ages and the need for replacement of any of the boilers would be 
identified through the planned stock condition survey. 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox expressed concerns regarding the mixing categories of tenants in housing 
schemes, suggesting that such a practice results in elderly tenants being subjected to the anti-social 
behaviour of younger tenants. 
 
Mrs Stavers informed the council that the level of anti-social behaviour across the housing stock is 
very low. She expressed the view that it is inevitable that there would be "pockets" of anti-social 
behaviour within the housing stock, in the same way that there could be in estates of properties in 
private ownership; she is aware of some issues of disruptive behaviour within properties owned by 
Circle Roddons Housing (including those at John F Kennedy Court). There are, however, limited 
powers available to the landlord to address issues related to anti-social behaviour and the landlord 
is only able to take action in relation to its tenants; otherwise, it would be a matter for the 
Constabulary. 
 
Mrs Stavers mentioned the local problem-solving group (which includes a representative of the 
Constabulary) and how it takes a joined-up, multi-agency approach to tackling matters such as anti-
social behaviour. She mentioned that Circle Roddons Housing had effected Closure Orders in 
respect of properties where drug dealing had been taking place. Unlike the situation in the private-
rented sector, a social landlord is not able to terminate a tenancy without just cause and following a 
robust procedure. She stated that she is happy to discuss with tenants any issues with which they 
are faced and would examine individual cases if tenants or councillors were to provide the tenants' 
addresses. 
 
Members decided that the comments and suggestions of the representatives of Circle Roddons 
Housing and those of certain members be noted and that the representatives of Circle Roddons 
Housing would attend a further meeting of Wisbech Town Council, in three months time, to provide 
the council with an update on the situation. 
  
(Councillor Mrs Bucknor declared her non-pecuniary interest in this item of business by virtue of 
being a Board member of Circle Roddons)   
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178/15   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, Police Sergeant Alan 
Boughen had provided to the Clerk, via e-mail, a report on recent incidents of crime and disorder in 
Wisbech. The Clerk undertook to forward to members a copy of that e-mail/report. 
 
In his report, Sergeant Boughen mentions recent parking enforcement which had been conducted 
by the local policing team, including a joint enterprise with the Fire Service, within Wisbech town 
centre; this had received publicity through social media releases and local press articles. When the 
opportunity arises and when other demands allow, further enforcement activity would be 
undertaken. In addition, the Constabulary is drafting a social media release to clarify for the public 
the traffic flow/regulations which operate within the Market Place/High Street area. To this end, the 
Constabulary proposes to make use of the information provided on Wisbech Town Council's  
website.It is also the intention to have this translated for the Lithuanian Facebook page operated by 
the Constabulary. 
 
Sergeant Boughen makes the point, in his report, that the vast majority of the feedback on the 
Constabulary's social media page is very positive. 
  
The current focus of the local policing team is on the town centre and would remain so due to the 
significant concerns raised by both business and resident communities. 
 
Sergeant Boughen comments that any education/awareness support messaging which the Town 
Council could provide would be appreciated by the Constabulary. The main policing priority for the 
local team is Operation Padshaw; a media release regarding this operation was issued during the 
first week of April, the text of which is included within the report from Sergeant Boughen (and which 
the Clerk read to members). He made the request that if any members of this council become aware 
of information or incidents which are likely to undermine the cohesion of the community that they 
make the Constabulary aware or provide that information to the Equality and Diversity Manager at 
Fenland District Council. 
 
Sergeant Boughen makes the point that the number of reported incidents of youth-related anti--
social behaviour within the town is reducing. Following a meeting with relevant public-sector 
partners, all bar one perpetrator are receiving some form of support and/or intervention; this work 
has been a prime example of what can be achieved through partnership working. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk, on behalf of Police Sergeant Boughen, 
be noted. 
 
179/15   Fenland District Council 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, 
Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter and that he had 
forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
180/15   Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
(1) Local Highway Improvements Scheme 2016/17 
 

Further to minute 162/15 (2), the Clerk informed members that the Local Projects Team within 
the County Council's Highways Service is about to embark upon a public consultation exercise 
in relation to Wisbech Town Council's successful bid for a Local Highway Improvement scheme. 
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Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Presentation on the NHS Health Champions scheme 
 

The Clerk informed members that the representative who had intended to attend this meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council to provide members with information in relation to this scheme is not 
now able to be present this evening but would be able to attend the next meeting. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
181/15   Minutes of 29 March 2016 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Schooling, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 29 March 2016 be confirmed and signed. 
 
182/15   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning Committee of 29 March 2016 
(2) Resources Committee of 11 April 2016 
(3) Planning Committee of 11 April 2016. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by these 
committees, be noted. 
 
183/15   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had attended 14 events since the last meeting of the council 
(bringing the total attended to 226), including: 
 

 Wisbech in Bloom event 

 "Beat the Mayor" fundraising event at the Hudson Leisure Centre 

 Wisbech Charities meeting 

 visit to the Town Council Chamber by students of the Anglia Ruskin University 

 Prince's Trust event at Wisbech Fire Station 

 Queen's 90th Birthday events, including the town council's celebration on the Market Place 

 Wisbech Players presentation at the Angles Theatre 

 St George's Day event on the Market Place 

 the final church service by Father Paul West 

 Humorous Auctions event at Oakham 

 river cruise hosted by the Mayor of Boston 

 Civic Reception at Watton. 
 
The Mayor expressed his appreciation of the work of certain members and officers of Wisbech Town 
Council and a number of volunteers for the success of both the recent events arranged by the 
council; these being the Queen's 90th Birthday celebration (whereby members of the public could 
have a piece of birthday cake and sign a card) and the St George's day event. 
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In addition, the Mayor mentioned that he has only 7 more events to attend, including the 
presentation of Mayor's Charities monies on 7 May 2016 (at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber), 
before his term of office as Mayor comes to an end. It is anticipated that the total raised for the 
Mayor’s Charities by the end of the civic year 2015/16 would be almost £6,000. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented on the excellent cake, made by Melissa Bullen, which had been 
provided for the Queen's 90th Birthday celebration. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
184/15   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Oliver, informed members that he had nothing particular to 
draw to the attention of the council but wished to thank those who had contributed to making both of 
the Wisbech Town Council's events last week - the Queen's 90th Birthday celebration (on 21 April) 
and the St George's Day event (on 23 April) a success. He gave a special mention to the Vivien Fire 
Engine Trust for bringing the Vivien fire engine to the Queen's 90th Birthday celebration. He added 
that the next community event being organised by this council is the WisBEACH event on 5 June 
2016. 
 
The Leader of the Council, having listened to councillors' comments on the matter, stated that he 
would arrange for the possible actions to address the current ineffectiveness and inefficiency Town 
Hall's heating system to be considered by the council's new Assets Management Committee (minute 
186/15 refers). 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
185/15   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Councillor Oliver informed members that the Management Committee of the Wisbech and Fenland 
Museum is extremely grateful for the continued financial support that it receives from Wisbech Town 
Council (minute R13/15 refers) but the museum is likely to require an increased level of financial 
support in future years as is anticipated that the level of financial assistance from other current 
sources would reduce. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
186/15   Committees of Wisbech Town Council 
 
The Clerk presented a report to members on adoption of terms of reference for the committees of 
Wisbech Town Council and proposals for a revised committee structure with effect from the 
municipal year 2016/17. 
 
In his report, the Clerk made the point that although Wisbech Town Council had historically 
appointed a number of committees, it is not clear whether formal terms of reference had ever been 
determined for those committees.  If this had happened, the record is no longer available.  
 
The Clerk explained to members the powers provided by Section 101 of the Local Government Act 
1972 for a council to arrange for the discharge of its functions by a committee, sub-committee or an 
officer of the authority and also by any other authority and how such arrangements would operate on 
a day-to-day basis. 
 
The Clerk informed members that he had discussed over recent months with the Leader of the 
Council and the Chairman of the Resources Committee not only the need for the council to adopt 
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terms of reference for its committees but possible measures to streamline and improve the efficiency 
of the council’s committee structure. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that the current committee structure is: 
 

 Resources Committee 

 Planning Committee 

 Allotments Committee 

 Market Place Management Committee 

 Civic Amenities Committee 

 Staffing and Policy Committee. 
 
As a result of the discussions involving the Leader of the Council and the Chairman of the 
Resources Committee, the Clerk recommended the following structure (with associated terms of 
reference): 
            

 Policy and Resources Committee 

 Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee 

 Assets Management Committee 

 Staffing Committee 

 Community Events and Festivals Committee. 
 
The Clerk summarised the rationale for proposed new committee structure, as follows:  
 

 It would seem logical, and tends to be general practice, for the council’s most “senior” committee 
to have responsibility for both policy and resources issues. Currently, policy issues are the 
responsibility of the Staffing and Policy Committee; this is not a logical linkage of functions. 
Usually, Staffing Committees deal only with matters relating to employment-related issues; this 
would seem appropriate for Wisbech Town Council. 

 

 The current Planning Committee performs not only the function of  statutory consultee on 
planning applications but also considers proposals for street naming, minor highway 
infrastructure works etc. and it is considered appropriate to reflect that situation in the name of 
the committee.  

 

 In addition to Wisbech Market Place and the allotments sites, the council has other assets, such 
as the Council Chamber and two sets of public toilets. It is considered appropriate to take a 
holistic approach to management of all of the council’s assets. 

 

 The Civic Amenities Committee tends to have very little business to transact. In fact, it has met 
only once in the municipal year 2015/16 and the only items of business were to elect the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the committee.  

 

 The current arrangements for the planning and delivery of the community events and festivals 
either organised or supported by Wisbech Town Council are through a working party. As the 
working party makes decisions on spending of the annual Community Events and Festivals 
budget (of £20,000 in 2016/17), it is considered appropriate for a formal committee of the council 
to be established to perform the role. 

 
The format and membership of the Council’s committees is defined in the council’s Standing Orders. 
The Council approves at its annual meeting the appointment of members to committees for the 
ensuing year but membership can be altered at subsequent meetings throughout the year.  Usually 
the number of members on each committee is fixed by a council and remains unchanged from year 
to year.  However in the case of Wisbech, the council has historically adopted a flexible approach 
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with the size of committees varying with the preferences and availability of members.  The only 
exception is that the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of the Council are ex-officio members of all 
committees and the Resources Committee has included other committee chairman and councillors 
who had served as Mayor in other years. 
 
Although the requirement applies to principal authorities only, the Clerk invited members to take the 
opportunity, as part of reviewing its committee structure, to consider whether they wish to apply the 
principles of political proportionality to the membership of the council's committees; for example if a 
political group (that is no fewer than 2 councillors) holds 10% of the seats on the council, that group 
is entitled to the same percentage of seats across committees. If political proportionality in the 
appointment of committees were applied at Wisbech Town Council, the current entitlement to seats 
on committees would be Conservative group: 78%, UKIP group: 11%; Independent: 11%; on a 
committee of 9 members, the ratio would be Conservative group: 7 members, UKIP group: 1 
member; Independent group: 1 member. 
 
The Clerk made the point that the council would need to decide upon the number of members on 
each committee and the frequency with which they wish each committee to meet. He expressed the 
opinion that each committee should have a membership of no more than 50% of the total number of 
members of the council and that if the new committee structure were approved, the frequency of 
each committee be as follows: 
 

 Policy and Resources Committee - quarterly 

 Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee - twice per month 

 Assets Management Committee - quarterly 

 Staffing Committee - as necessary but no less than once in each municipal year 

 Community Events and Festivals Committee - as necessary, in response to the decision-making 
required to deliver the council's programme of events. 

 
Councillor Lay stated that he welcomes the Clerk's report and the proposals it contains, particular 
the suggestion that, through applying the principles of political proportionality, each of the political 
groups of the council would be represented on each committee of the council. 

 
Councillor Tierney wished it be recorded that, irrespective of the legal interpretation, he considers 
two members to be an insufficient number to constitute a political group on a council. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Mrs  
Cox, that 
 
(1) the new committee structure produced by the Clerk, with the terms of reference set out in the 

appendix to these minutes, be adopted; 
 

(2) each of the committees consist of nine members of Wisbech Town Council, to include the 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor ex-officio, and meet at the frequency outlined within this minute; 
 

(3) the principles of political proportionality be applied in the appointment of the council's 
committees; 
 

(4) membership to the council’s new committee be appointed at the 2016 annual meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council. 
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187/15   Correspondence 
 
(1) Fenland Scout Association 

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Secretary of the Fenland Scout Association 
expressing appreciation of the financial support awarded to the association in the financial year 
2015/16 (minute R21/14 refers) and providing details of the manner in which the money had 
been spent. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(2) Wisbech and District Stroke Club 
 
Further to minute 32/15, the Clerk read to members a further letter from the Secretary of the 
Wisbech and District Stroke Club expressing appreciation of the financial support awarded to 
the club in the financial year 2015/16 (minute R21/14 refers) and providing details of the manner 
in which the money had been spent. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 

 
(3) St Augustine’s Explorer Scout Group 

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the St Augustine’s Explorer Scout Group Leader 
expressing appreciation of the financial support of the financial support awarded to the group in 
the financial year 2016/17 (minute R13/15 refers) and providing details of the manner in which 
the money would be spent. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 

 
188/15   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
Brinks Festival 2016 
 
The Clerk drew members’ attention to the Brinks Festival 2016 booklet, which details the events and 
activities which would be provided as part of the event (which operates at various locations within 
Wisbech during the period 16 to 29 May) and invited them to take copies of the booklet.  
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
189/15   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council has been scheduled for 13 
May (for Mayor Making) at 12 noon; to re-convene on 16 May 2016 (to transact the remaining 
business) at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
Meeting finished at 9.20 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
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Appendix 
 

 

 

WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 

COMMITTEES 

 
POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
Ensure the proper administration of the council’s financial affairs, in accordance with relevant 
legislation. 
 
Monitoring the council’s approved budget throughout the year and approving the virement of 
expenditure within overall approved budget. 

 
Recommending the budget and annual precept to Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Risk assessments and insurance of the council’s property and activities. 

 
Determining the council’s systems of internal control and internal audit and ensuring that action is 
taken to address any issues raised as a result of the annual internal and external audit processes. 

 
Appointment annually of the internal auditor. 

 
Tendering and purchasing arrangements. 

 
Develop and monitor the council’s Risk Management Strategy. 

 
Allocation each financial year of the council’s grants budgets. 

 
Keep under review the council’s policies and regulations and to recommend to council any changes 
considered necessary. 

 
Any other matter not specifically within the remit of any other committee of the council. 
 
 
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
 
Discharge the functions of the Council in terms of planning and development management, 
including: 
 

 commenting upon applications for planning permission for both development control (to Fenland 
District Council) and minerals extraction and waste disposal (Cambridgeshire County Council) 
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(the same applies when consulted by King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council or Norfolk 
County Council). 

 

 commenting upon the compliance or otherwise with planning conditions in respect of planning 
permissions granted. 

 

 commenting upon development plan proposals by Fenland District Council and Cambridgeshire 
County Council (the same applies when consulted by King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough 
Council or Norfolk County Council). 

 

 considering (as consultee) planning policy and strategy documents. 
 

 commenting upon the condition of listed buildings and the conservation areas in the town.  
 

 considering, as necessary, planning appeals matters. 
 

Responding to consultations of proposals for street naming within the town. 
 

Responding to consultations in respect of highways and other infrastructure schemes for the town. 
 
 
ASSETS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Discharge the functions of the Council relating to allotments, including: 
 

 recommending the budget for allotments, via the Policy and Resources Committee, to the Council 
 

 determining the charge for allotments let by the Council 
 

 overseeing the letting and determination of tenancies  
 

 approving terms and conditions for the letting of tenancies 
 

 acquisition and disposal of land for allotments (subject to reference to the Policy and Resources 
Committee and/or Council where necessary). 

 
Discharge the functions of the Council in relation to operation of and management of its market 
services, including: 
 

 recommending the budget for market operations, via the Policy and Resources Committee, to the 
Council 
 

 determining the charge for pitches let by the Council 
 

 overseeing the issue of market licences.  
 

Oversee the operation and management of all other community assets, such as public toilets and 
the Town Hall, owned by the council. 

 
Produce plans, for delivery by officers, in relation to the maintenance, development and 
enhancement of the council’s assets. 

 
All matters relating to the land and premises owned by the Council including the setting of charges 
and terms and conditions of use. 
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Management of the Council’s asset register. 
 
 
STAFFING COMMITTEE 
 
Agree the council’s staffing structure and to make recommendations to council where necessary. 
 
Review as necessary the terms and conditions of employment of staff. 

 
Monitor, via the Clerk, the performance of staff. 

 
Ensure that the council is meeting all of its obligations as an employer, including the delivery of 
appropriate training and development opportunities. 

 
Review and implement policies and practices in relation to staffing issues. 
 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS AND FESTIVALS COMMITTEE 
 
Determine and deliver annually a programme of community events and festivals on behalf of 
Wisbech Town Council, in accordance with the budget fixed by the council. 
 
Support other organisations and bodies to deliver community events and festivals which are 
provided for the benefit of the town and its inhabitants. 

 

 

 
 


