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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

28 June 2021 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 
 

Present: Councillor Lynn, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Hoy, Human, Imafidon, 
Ketteringham, Patrick, Pehlivanova, Prest, Rackley, Tierney, Topgood and Wallwork. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Balsevics, Hill, Maul, Meekins, Oliver and Tibbs. 
 
Public Participation: None requested. 
 
20/21   Littering and recycling in Wisbech 
 
Members received a presentation from Alexia Franklin, a member of the Wisbech Street Pride 
Group and a volunteer with Keep Britain Tidy, in relation to littering and recycling issues in Wisbech. 
 
Ms Franklin informed the council that she works to help build communities by keeping local streets 
clean; getting people to take pride in where they live. She mentioned that she began by picking-up 
litter in Milner Road and, over time, had added other streets, including Victoria Road, Railway Road, 
Cordon Street and Chapel Street.  
 
Ms Franklin mentioned Quest 79, an initiative which has been set-up by Karen Darke MBE – a 
Paralympic cyclist who achieved a Gold medal at the 2016 Olympic Games – which encourages 
people to undertake a positive act or challenge on (at least) 79 occasions, for people to discover 
their “inner gold”. She commented that, in this regard, she had picked-up litter for 79 days for 50 
minutes per day, 7 days per week. In addition, she has been working with Clubhouse to get people 
in many other countries (including Italy, Spain and Switzerland) litter-picking. 
 
The council was informed by Ms Franklin of her opinion that the type of activity that she undertakes 
not only result in cleaner streets but also help people’s mental health. She mentioned that she 
“challenges” people who she witnesses dropping litter. 
 
Ms Franklin expressed the opinion that she would like to work with the Town Council to bring the 
pride back to Wisbech. She suggested that people should be encouraged to pick-up litter from at 
least the area in front of their own homes. 
 
The council was informed by Ms Franklin that it had become apparent, through litter-picking, that 
there is a lack of awareness among members of the public as to what can be recycled. She 
suggested that Wisbech Town Council could lead on an awareness campaign for the people of the 
town. 
 
Ms Franklin suggested some things that she feels could make a difference to the current situation; 
namely: 
 

•   offering all of the members of the town’s Street Pride Group a dustpan and brush  

•   making sure that people know what items should be recycled 

•   the council to be part of making the difference through information in the local press  

•   Wisbech to be seen working towards the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Ms Franklin commented that she would be happy to work with the council to bring the “wis” back to 
Wisbech. 
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Councillor Tierney thanked Ms Franklin for what she does in helping to achieve clean streets in the 
town and expressed the opinion that the town’s Street Pride Group does great work. He asked Ms 
Franklin what the council could do support what she is doing. In response, Ms Franklin commented 
that there is a need for publicity to “spread the word” about actions that people could take to keep 
their neighbourhoods clean and tidy and how to recycle effectively (especially disposing of large 
boxes etc). 
 
The Mayor suggested to Ms Franklin that she sends a draft press article to the Clerk. 
 
Councillor Tierney mentioned that Fenland District Council (FDC) does already produce information 
in relation to recycling and that he would ask the relevant officer at FDC to ensure that such 
literature is made available widely. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Ms Franklin be noted and that the council would 
provide appropriate support with publicity/awareness. 
 
21/21   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 
 

The Clerk reported that information in respect of CCTV performance, Section 106 Planning 
Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter, had been forwarded, last week by 
e-mail, to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Closure Order 
 
Councillor Hoy, in her capacity as a Fenland District Councillor, informed members that, in 
response to the anti-social use of the area, Fenland District Council had issued a Closure Order 
in respect of the gardens of the CGL premises in Wisbech. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Hoy be noted. 

 
22/21   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
(1) Local Highway Improvement schemes 2021/22 

 
Further to minute 8/21 (3) (a), members considered - at the request of the Project Engineer of 
the Local Highway Authority who is undertaking the informal public consultation in relation to the 
Local Highway Improvement (LHI) scheme for the introduction of “all-time” parking restrictions 
(i.e. double yellow lines) at the junction of New Drove and Leach Close, Wisbech - reducing the 
length of the yellow lining proposed to the south-west of Leach Close, Wisbech. 
 
The request from the Project Engineer is in response to a representation which had been 
received, from a resident of New Drove, in relation to the informal public consultation exercise.  
 
The Project Engineer had provided a plan, which the Clerk had shared with members in 
advance of the meeting, showing the extent of the revised length of proposed lining; under the 
suggested revision, the proposed lining would “mirror” the length at the north-east end from 
Thurloe Close (25 metres); in the Project Engineer’s opinion, the suggested revision would not 
cause any major issues. 
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Members decided that the revision to the proposed LHI scheme, in the manner suggested by 
the Project Engineer of the Local Highway Authority, be approved. 
 

(2) Membership and meetings of Cambridgeshire County Council 
 

Further to minute 9/21 (1), Councillor Tierney, in his capacity as Cambridgeshire County 
Councillor, informed members that there had been very little activity at the County Council since 
the elections on 6 May 2021 and the consequent change in political control at that council. He 
mentioned that there had been only one meeting of the full Council; committees had been 
appointed recently but were yet to have their first meetings. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Tierney be noted. 

 
23/21   Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 21 and 25 May 2021 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor 
Wallwork, that the minutes of the Town Council meeting of 21 and 25 May 2021 be confirmed and 
signed.  
 
24/21   Minutes of committees  
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 7 June 2021 
(2) Resources Committee – 14 June 2021 
(3) Community Events and Festivals Committee – 21 June 2021  
(4) Staffing and Communications Committee – 21 June 2021. 
 
Members decided that the contents of these minutes, including the decisions made by the 
committees, be noted. 
 
25/21   Wisbech Town Council’s accounts and AGAR for 2020/21 
 
Members considered the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) in relation to the 
council’s accounts for the financial year 2020/21. 
 
The figures within the Accounting Statements element of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 2020/21 had been circulated to members, by the Clerk (and RFO), in advance of the meeting 
(the council’s final quarter accounts for the financial year 2020/21 had been approved by the 
Resources Committee at minute R3/21). 
 
The Clerk (and RFO) informed members that the council’s Internal Auditor would be attending the 
Town Hall tomorrow to undertake the year-end audit. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Hoy, 
that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and Accounting Statements 2020/21 be 
approved (and signed by the Mayor), for scrutinising by council’s Internal Auditor and subsequent 
submission to the council’s External Auditor. 
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26/21   Waste bins 
 
Members considered the proposals of Councillors Hoy and Tierney respectively that this council 
purchases 1 dog waste bin for installation at Awdry Drive/Railway Road and 1 general waste bin 
(which can be used for dog waste also) at South Brink/Malt Drive, Wisbech. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Patrick as to whether Fenland District Council (FDC) would 
be prepared to meet the cost of the bins, Councillor Hoy commented that FDC does not possess the 
necessary funding to procure and install additional bins; only to replace existing ones. That council 
would, however, empty and clean additional bins purchased by Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Wallwork, seconded by Councillor 
Human, that 1 dog waste bin be purchased for installation at Awdry Drive/Railway Road and 1 general 
waste bin (which can be used for dog waste also) be purchased for installation at South Brink/Malt 
Drive, Wisbech. 
 
27/21   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members that it had been a very busy first month for him and one which he had 
really enjoyed. He mentioned that Councillors Hoy and Tierney and he had met, in London, with the 
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to explain why the proposed 
incinerator for Wisbech would be bad for the town. The Mayor expressed the opinion that it had 
been a very useful meeting and he hopes that the concerns which had been expressed by the 
councillors had been taken on board. Later that day, the councillors had visited the Treasury, where 
there had been discussion on leveling-up and funding that would be available to Wisbech. He 
expressed the opinion that a strong case had been made for Wisbech during those meetings. 

Members were informed by the Mayor that he had taken part in Battens Awareness Day to raise 
awareness of this disease. He is pleased that the council had been able to light Wisbech Castle in 
orange; also, Councillor Imafidon had done the same at Ely House. The Mayor expressed his 
pleasure that some of the local shops (including the Royal Blue Meat Company and Goddards) had 
taken part in that day.  

The Mayor mentioned that he had seen a few sarcastic comments about his visits to local shops, 
which he considers to be childish behavior; the shops are enjoying a bit of free publicity, which, in 
his opinion, can only be a good thing. He expressed the opinion that, because of the detrimental 
impact suffered by retailers as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, it is vital that the council supports 
the town centre and he wants to do all that he can in that regard; those visits also allow him to hear 
the concerns of shop keepers and raise them with the appropriate people/agencies. 

Members were informed by the Mayor that he had attended, as his first official civic event, the 
Installation of the Mayor of the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk; this had been held 
in a beautiful church in King’s Lynn. 

The Mayor commented that, as if the last month had not been busy enough, his wife gave birth to 
their son, Ahron, on 15 June. The Mayor and his wife, Reema, are very happy; he expressed the 
opinion that it is nice to have a baby born whilst in office as Mayor. 

Members were informed by the Mayor that he had attended further meetings about levelling-up, as 
well as meeting with council officers to discuss enhanced CCTV in the park as a means of trying to 
tackle some of the anti-social behavior. One of the most interesting meetings had involved him 
showing the new Police and Crime Commissioner around the town and explaining to him a number 
of the issues that the town faces. 
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The Mayor commented that he is really enjoying his Mayoral Year so far and is looking forward to 
the rest of that year. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
28/21   Leader of the Council’s Report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Hoy, mentioned that she very pleased that Wisbech Town 
Council had been able, despite the Covid-19 pandemic, to continue to deliver efficient and effective 
services to the public; all staff are working to their normal hours in the office. 
 
Members were informed by the Leader of the Council that Wisbech Castle had its first open day 
since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, on 19 June; it had been a success. Many people 
attended and saw all of the great work which had been undertaken by volunteers. She expressed 
her thanks to Councillors Imafidon, Tierney and Wallwork for their help on the day in running the 
event; also, a special thanks to Councillors Ketteringham and Topgood for their work with Amanda 
Scott and the other volunteers to get everything ready for the day. Bookings for Wisbech Castle are 
coming in fast, with paranormal evenings, the library and poetry groups all running events. The 
council will soon have a booking for two months for a new exciting activity in Wisbech (details to be 
made available in due course).  

 
The Leader of the Council mentioned that, because of recent incidents of anti-social behaviour in 
Wisbech Park and, in particular incidents of vandalism/criminal damage to the public toilets, 
Councillor Lynn, the Town Clerk and she had met last week with the CCTV Manager for Fenland 
District Council and Peterborough City Council to discuss potential options to address the situation. 
In addition, the Community Safety Partnership has set-up a Safer Wisbech working group (of 
officers) and has invited the Town Clerk to be a member of that group. 

 
Councillor Hoy stressed the importance of people reporting to the police all incidents of crime and 
disorder, so that the police are able to see the “bigger picture” and allocate resources accordingly. 
 
The Leader of the Council made the point that members would see from the minutes of 14 June 
2021 meeting of the Community Events and Festivals Committee that good progress is being made 
with the arrangements for the WisBEACH Rock Festival on 8 August; the committee also “looked 
ahead” to Christmas this year and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year. She commented that, 
after the many difficult and disappointing months that people had experienced, the council would 
give them something to look forward to and enjoy. 
 
Members were informed by Councillor Hoy that, following months of work in the planning, securing 
funding and working with the council’s Design Engineer etc, it is hoped that a major step forward can 
be taken next week in relation to delivery of the Wisbech Market Place enhancement scheme. It is 
anticipated that the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee would be able to accept, at next 
Monday evening’s meeting, a tender for the works. 
 
With regards to the Anti-incinerator campaign, the Leader of the Council reminded members that the 
council, through its budget preparations for 2021/22, had provided a “fighting fund” in relation to the 
incinerator. A revenue fund of £5,000 had been provided to meet the cost of publicity, campaigning 
materials, public meetings etc and an ear-marked reserve of £30,000 had been created to contribute 
towards the cost of obtaining any specialist advice which may be required to “challenge” any 
planning application submitted to the Secretary of State. 

 
The Leader of the Council mentioned that Councillors Lynn and Tierney and she had met recently 
with Steve Barclay MP and Robert Jenrick MP (the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government) to discuss opposition to the proposed incinerator. She mentioned also that 
Wiswin had held a demonstration yesterday, on Wisbech Market Place, to raise awareness of the 
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proposal; in addition, Councillor Human, Chairman of the Wisbech Anti-incinerator Working Party, 
had arranged to meet with the council’s planning agents to “get the ball rolling” in terms of the 
council’s official objection, as well as looking at any specialist technical advice or legal support that 
may be needed. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
29/21   Clerk’s report 
 
The Clerk reported to members on: updates in relation to council projects/initiatives; correspondence 
received which would be of interest to councillors; advance notice of events/activities etc: 
 
Projects and service delivery 
 
Community Support 
 
The Clerk continues to work with other agencies locally, via the Fenland Diverse Communities 
Forum, to develop “messages” to encourage people to access Covid-19 vaccinations and to 
undertake Covid-19 tests. 
 
Officers continue to share other partners’ information and undertake “sign posting” to other 
services/organisations. 
 
The Love Wisbech Partnership, which is chaired by the Town Clerk, continues to meet on a regular 
basis. The partnership includes representatives from Wisbech Town Council, Fenland District 
Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, Clarion Futures, Blackfield Creatives, Ferry Project, Oasis 
Centre, CP Learning Trust, College of West Anglia and Living Sport.  
 
With the assistance of the Hunts Forum, with funding from Support Cambridgeshire, the partnership 
is currently “taking stock”; a report from the Hunts Forum, produced as a result of interviewing 
individually the members of the partnership – entitled” Reflecting on the past; planning for the future” 
has just been produced and some of its recommendations were considered at the partnership 
meeting last week. The Clerk will keep members updated on how this partnership moves forward 
and the projects that it will be delivering. 
 
Wisbech Market  
 
Wisbech Market has seen various changes during the last year or so due to the Covid-19 pandemic; 
the market came out of the third lockdown – during which stalls selling only essential items (or a 
majority of essential items) were allowed to trade – on 12 April 2021. 
 
The trading levels on Wisbech Market now are generally at the “pre-lockdown” levels. The council 
has “lost” some traders but has “gained” a similar number of others.  
 
At 15 March 2021 meeting of Wisbech Town Council (minute 69/20 refers), members decided that 
commencement of the council’s market trading licensing year be deferred (from 1 April 2021) to 1 
July 2021 to give traders time to “get back on their feet”. The majority of traders who held licences in 
the financial 2020/21 have made application for 2021/22. 
 
The council continues to operate the measures necessary to ensure that the market operates in a 
Covid-19 compliant manner and officers continue to watch closely the guidelines issued by the 
Government and the advice provided by NABMA. 
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Market Place enhancements 

The council has secured a total of £350,000 of funding towards the cost of delivering a scheme of 
enhancement to Wisbech Market Place. 

The Leader of the Council, the Chairman of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee and 
the Clerk have continued to have a dialogue with the Design Engineer who had been engaged by 
the council. He has undertaken an “invitation to tender” process for this scheme and has been 
liaising with the potential tenderers.  

A meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee is scheduled for 5 July 2021 and it 
is hoped that the committee would be able to accept a tender at that meeting. 

Allotments 
 
The council’s allotments remain popular; a number of new tenancies have been issued recently. 
It is understood that maintenance works are required to the access roads at both the Waterlees and 
Cox’s Lane sites. Arrangements have been made for the access roads to be inspected, with a view 
to undertaking remedial works where necessary. 
 
Communications 
 
The Town Council’s social media continues to create a high level presence across Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram.   
 
The Town Guide 2021 has now been published and has been delivered to all households in 
Wisbech. Council officers will make copies available at community/public buildings in the area when 
the current Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Staffing and Communications Committee which took place on 21 
June 2021 show that a Communications Strategy for Wisbech Town Council is planned (minute 
S3/21 refers). 
 
Community events and festivals 
 
The latest position regarding the organisation of the council’s scheduled and proposed community 
events and festivals is included in the minutes of the meeting of the Community Events and 
Festivals Committee which took place on 14 June 2021. 
 
The Wisbech Christmas Fayre Steering Group met on 8 June 2021 to begin planning for this year’s 
event (on Sunday 12 December 2021). The group will be seeking to deliver a public, town centre 
event but may add some associated on-line activity this year (the on-line activity which took place in 
2020 “in place” of an outdoor event had been well-received). 
 
Town Hall/office 
 
Since the Covid-19 lockdown, members of the public have generally not been allowed access to the 
building. Methods of contact have been by telephone, e-mail or post. This continues operate very 
well, with no apparent reduction in service to the public. Visitors who do need to access the building, 
such as maintenance contractors, are permitted access but are required to operate in a Covid-19 
compliant manner. 
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This arrangement will continue to operate until there is a change to the Government’s social 
distancing guidance. 
 
Routine maintenance works continue to be undertaken at the Town Hall. The new (replacement) 
door entry system has now been installed. 
 
The legislation which allowed meetings of the council and its committees to take place virtually using 
video conferencing systems – the Coronavirus Act 2020 – ceased to have effect at midnight on 6 
May 2021. This means that meetings to which the public are permitted to access will need to be 
face-to-face but operated in a Covid-safe manner. This situation should only exist until 19 July 2021 
if the Government’s latest “roadmap” is achieved. 
 
Wisbech Castle 
 
The building remains closed to the public. However, despite the limited volunteer manpower 
available currently, internal and external work is still ongoing.  
 
The garden has been used for a couple of events recently, including the Mayor-making ceremony. 
There are a number of bookings for Wisbech Castle “in the pipeline” from late June 2021 onwards. 
 
Staffing 
 
The latest position regarding the council’s staffing is set out in the minutes of the meeting of the 
Staffing and Communications Committee which took place on 21 June 2021. 
 
Correspondence 
 
YMCA Trinity Group 
 
The Council has received an e-mail from the Project Manager of the Access to Employment (A2E) 
project expressing appreciation of the financial support which had been provided by the council 
(£2,000 (from the Small Grants budget 2021/22); agreed by the Council at minute 15/21) towards 
the cost of delivering the A2E project. 
 
Read to Succeed initiative 
 
The Council has received a letter from Stephen Barclay MP expressing appreciation of the financial 
support which had been provided by the council (£250 (from Special Grants budget 2021/22); 
agreed by the Resources Committee at minute R5/21) towards costs of delivering this initiative. 
 
30/21   Date of next meeting 
 
Members noted that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 26 July 2021, to 
commence at 7.30 pm, in the Council Chamber at Wisbech Town Hall. 
 
Meeting finished at 8.10 pm. 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 

 
Date .......................................................... 


