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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

28 January 2019 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF (SPECIAL) MEETING  
 
 

Present: Councillor Human, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Hill, Miss Hoy, Lynn, Mrs 
MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Prest and Tibbs. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Mrs Cox, Maul, Tierney and Wing. Apologies received also from Mr J Cundy 
and Mr Sanderson, Honorary Freemen. 
 
In attendance: Mrs J Tanfield (Mayoress), Mr T O’Keefe (Mayor’s Chaplain), Mr G MacRae, Mrs S 
O’Keefe, Mr T Jordan (Clerk to the Council), Mr T Longmuir (Town Macebearer), Mrs S Farmer 
(Operations Manager (and Deputy Clerk to the Council)), a representative of the Cambs 876 
Remembered Commemorative Project, members of the two groups which had been nominated to 
receive the Freedom of the Town of Wisbech. 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Human, opened the meeting and welcomed all of those in attendance. 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Human, called upon the Mayor’s Chaplain, Mr T O’Keefe, to say a prayer. 
 
125/18   Freedom of the Town of Wisbech 
 
Further to minute 68/18, members considered conferring upon Wisbech in Bloom 2018 and the 
Vivien Fire Engine Trust the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that Section 249 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972, amended by 
Section 180 of the Local Government Planning and Land Act 1980, permits councils to give the title 
of Honorary Freemen to “persons of distinction and any persons (or groups) who (which) have in, 
the opinion of the council, rendered eminent services to the Borough (or Town)”. The freedom is an 
honour to recognise the significant and valuable services rendered to the Borough (or Town) by that 
person (or group). 

 
A resolution passed by not less than two-thirds of the members voting at a specially convened 
meeting of the council is required to admit the Honorary Freeman. 
 
(1) Wisbech in Bloom 2018 

 
Councillor Human, the Mayor, proposed that the Councillors of the Town of Wisbech do hereby 
confer upon Wisbech in Bloom 2018 the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech as an act 
of gratitude for the group’s services to the Town and in recognition of the high esteem in which it 

is held by the community of Wisbech. 

 
Speaking in support of his proposal, Councillor Human paid tribute to the work of this team of 
volunteers; he highlighted in particular the success that had achieved in both the Anglia in 
Bloom and Britain in Bloom awards in 2018. He expressed the opinion that the Wisbech in 
Bloom team is an incredibly valuable asset to the town and one of which the local community 
should be proud. 

 
Upon being seconded by Councillor Hill, the Mayor put the proposition to a vote. 
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Members decided, unanimously, that the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech be 
conferred upon Wisbech in Bloom 2018. 
 
The appointed representative of the Wisbech in Bloom group, Mr B Massingham, accepted the 
Oath, read aloud by the Mayor, and signed the Roll of Freemen. The Mayor presented Wisbech 
in Bloom 2018 with a Freedom Scroll showing the Coat of Arms and Seal of the Town of 
Wisbech. 
 
Following receipt of the Freedom Scroll from the Mayor, Mr Massingham responded on behalf of 
the Wisbech in Bloom team. Mr Massingham commented that the Wisbech in Bloom team is 
proud to have been awarded this honour. He added that Wisbech in Bloom would like to thank 
Wisbech Town Council for its continued support and sponsorship; thanks for support also go to 
local businesses, volunteers and members of the public, all of whom help to make the In Bloom 
achievements possible. 
 
Mr Massingham explained that discussions had taken place with representatives of Fenland 
District Council and, as a result, agreement had been reached regarding planting of “public” 
flower beds in the town. He mentioned that a Britain in Bloom television series, which would 
include the achievements in Wisbech, would be shown on BBC2 in April 2019. 

 
(2) The Vivien Fire Engine Trust 

 
Councillor Miss Hoy proposed that the Mayor and Councillors of the Town of Wisbech do 
hereby confer upon the Vivien Fire Engine Trust the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech 
as an act of gratitude for its services to the Town and in recognition of the high esteem in which 
it is held by the community of Wisbech. 
 
Speaking in support of her proposal, Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that “Vivien” is a Leyland 
fire engine, which served Wisbech between 1932 and 1963 and had been restored in recent 
years by a trust consisting of a local group of historical fire-fighting enthusiasts – The Vivien Fire 
Engine Trust. The restoration project had been led by the late George Dunlop and his family. 
Vivien and members of the trust feature in many local events and exhibitions. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that it is very sad that, because of his death last 
year, George Dunlop was not able to be part of this evening’s event; she is, however, pleased to 
see his widow, son and daughter here this evening. She expressed her gratitude to the 
members of the Vivien Fire Engine Trust for all of their hard work in supporting the town’s 
festivals and events and in promoting Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy stated that she is honoured to be able to nominate the Vivien Fire Engine 
Trust to be awarded the Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech. 

 
Upon being seconded by Councillor Tibbs, the Mayor put the proposition to a vote. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, that Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech be conferred 
upon the Vivien Fire Engine Trust 
 
An appointed representative of the Vivien Fire Engine Trust, Mr F Dunlop, accepted the Oath, 
read aloud by the Mayor, and signed the Roll of Freemen. The Mayor presented Mr Dunlop with 
a Freedom Scroll showing the Coat of Arms and Seal of the Town of Wisbech. 
 
Following receipt of the Freedom Scroll from the Mayor, Mrs G Dunlop responded. 
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Mrs Dunlop commented that her late husband George would have been extremely proud to 
have received this honour; “Vivien” had been his first love. She mentioned that the Vivien fire 
engine had been purchased by George using money which had been saved for the purchase of 
new kitchen for the family home and had been lovingly restored to appoint where it became his 
“pride and joy”. Mrs Dunlop informed the council that George had been extremely proud of 
Wisbech and been pleased to have been able to support the town through Vivien; she 
commented that the Vivien fire engine had become part of the Dunlop family’s DNA. 
 
Mrs Dunlop thanked Wisbech Town Council for continuing to support the Vivien Fire Engine 
Trust and she expressed trust members’ appreciation of the honour which had been bestowed 
upon the trust. 

 
Following completion of the formal business, the Mayor closed the meeting and invited all those 
present to remain for refreshments. 
 
Meeting finished at 7.50 pm. 
  
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
Date ............................................................................ 
 


