
 

  

80 

 

WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

27 March 2017 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Tibbs, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs 
Bucknor, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Rackley and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Mrs Cox, Hodgson and Schooling. 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
149/16   Remembrance 
 
The Mayor referred to the terrorist incident which had taken place in London last week, which 
resulted in the tragic deaths of four people (PC Keith Palmer, Kurt Cochran, Aysha Frade and Leslie 
Rhodes) and the injury of a number of others. 
 
He referred also to the recent death of Arturas Matezevicius as a result of a road traffic accident in 
Wisbech on 21 March 2017. 
 
At the invitation of the Mayor, all of those present stood for a minute’s silence in memory of PC Keith 
Palmer, Kurt Cochran, Aysha Frade, Leslie Rhodes and Arturas Matezevicius. 
 
150/16   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
The Clerk reported formally the resignation from membership of Wisbech Town Council, on 28 
February 2017, of Stephen Brunton and that that he had informed Fenland District Council, as the 
Elections Authority, of that situation. Consequently, the Returning Officer at Fenland District Council 
(FDC) had published, on 1 March 2017, formal notice of the vacancy. 
 
On 3 March 2017 FDC received a notice, signed by ten local electors for the parish (in accordance 
with The Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) Rules 1986) calling for the vacancy to be filled 
by way of an election.  
 
Notice of the election was published by FDC on 22 March 2017. If the election is contested, a poll 
would take place on 4 May 2017 (i.e. the same date as the elections for Cambridgeshire County 
Council and for the Mayor of the new Combined Authority for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough).  
Candidates’ nomination papers for an election on 4 May 2017 must be received by the Returning 
Officer at Fenland District Council no later than 4.00 pm on 4 April 2017. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
151/16   Circle Housing 
 
Further to minute 62/16, Sue Stavers and Jon Fox of Circle Housing attended the meeting to provide 
a further update on the manner in which Circle Housing is dealing with repair and maintenance and 
tenancy issues at its properties and to respond to specific issues which had been forwarded to them 
by the Clerk on behalf of town councillors. Ms Stavers commented that she had responded directly 
to Councillor Human in relation to an issue that he had raised. 
 
With regard to repairs and maintenance issues, Mr Fox stated that he had asked contractors how 
their performance would be improved; in particular, there is a need to address the issue of missed 
appointments. Mr Fox commented that there has been an increased liaison between Circle Housing 
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and the contractors; involving weekly, monthly and quarterly meetings of specific officers/groups to 
ensure that the contractors’ service delivery is of sufficient quality/efficiency. In addition, the 
contractors have recruited additional tradespersons and now carry improved stock levels of parts in 
their vehicles. He added that Circle Housing is currently in the process of procuring a new gas 
maintenance contract for the region; this should be in place by May of this year, to become 
operational in October. 
 
Mr Fox commented that he had been asked by a councillor to investigate the service costs in 
relation to sewage disposal; two streets had been re-assessed so far. 
 
Mr Fox informed the council of improvement works planned for properties in Fenland; £3,167,000 
had been allocated for such works; the planned works include new bathrooms, kitchens, doors, 
windows and lifts. In addition, a bid for funding to provide insulation etc at JFK Court had been 
approved. 
 
Ms Stavers and Mr Fox responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy referred to the practice of Circle Housing of levying upon tenants a service 
charge to cover the cost of removing fly tipping from communal areas; the tenants are also required 
to pay if they have rubbish which needs to be collected and they also pay for refuse collection via 
Council Tax. Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that the service charge to cover the 
removal of fly tipping is unfair. In response, Ms Stavers made the point that Circle Housing needs to 
recover the costs involved in the removal of fly tipping and this can only be achieved through rent 
and service charges. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor stated that she is pleased to hear about the decision in relation to works to 
JFK Court but there is an ongoing issue concerning bin storage in the Cherry Road area. Ms 
Stavers commented that this matter is currently being investigated. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that the Waterlees area is densely populated and suffers from a 
large amount of fly tipping. She mentioned that the Oasis Centre team undertakes regular litter 
picking and enquired as to whether Circle Housing would be able to provide three trolleys for the 
carriage of the waste materials collected as a result of the litter picks. Ms Stavers undertook to 
investigate the request. 
 
Councillor Tierney praised the councillor hotline e-mail system and commented that anti-social 
behaviour is still an issue in certain areas; he enquired as to how Circle Housing deals with the 
matter. He mentioned that one resident of a Circle Housing property is suffering abuse from a former 
partner, who had thrown white paint onto the property.  
 
In response to Councillor Tierney’s comments, Ms Stavers made the point Circle Housing does take 
seriously issues of anti-social behaviour but that it is necessary to operate within the existing 
legislation and to work with the Constabulary and Fenland District Council as appropriate; she 
expressed the opinion that there is a need for some tenants to be educated as to what constitutes 
acceptable behaviour. She undertook to investigate, upon her receipt of the address details, the 
specific case that had been mentioned by Councillor Tierney. 
 
Councillor Human expressed his appreciation of the positive approach being taken by Circle 
Housing to address the heating issues in the association’s properties. He mentioned that some 
tenants had seen an increase of 300% in their sewerage charges and he expressed the opinion that 
this is unacceptable; he asked that the matter be investigated and that tenants be kept informed of 
the situation. 
 
In response to Councillor Human’s comments, Ms Stavers commented that many tenants had been 
under-charged in the past; however, the situation would be investigated. 
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Members decided that the information reported and comments made by the representatives of 
Circle Housing and the comments made and questions asked by members of the council be noted 
and that the representatives of Circle Housing would attend a further meeting of Wisbech Town 
Council, in six months’ time, to provide the council with a further update on the situation. 
 
152/16   Membership of committees 
 
Members considered the appointment of a member to the council’s Planning and Community 
Infrastructure Committee in place of Councillor Lay, who had resigned such membership. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed the opinion that members of this committee should be required to 
attend relevant training. 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Oliver, seconded by Councillor Human, that the 
vacancy on the council’s Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee be not filled at this time 
but should await the appointment of all of the council’s committees at the Annual Meeting of the 
Council (on 22 May 2017). 
 
153/16   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
PC McMurray attended the meeting to provide members with information on recent incidents of 
crime and disorder in Wisbech. 
 
PC McMurray mentioned that speeding enforcement activity had been undertaken, both in Wisbech 
and at rural locations, by members of the Special Constabulary. The particular areas of focus in 
Wisbech had been Ramnoth Road, Norwich Road, Mount Pleasant Road, Clarkson Avenue and 
Churchill Road. It was only motorists on Churchill Road Drivers who were reported for offences. 
 
The PC commented that feedback from social media indicates that speeding enforcement activity is 
also required at Queens Road, Sandall Road and Kirkgate Street.  He expressed the opinion that 
Community Speed Watch has an important part to play in speed reduction, community reassurance 
and intelligent deployment of police enforcement. He invited those members who are Speed Watch 
trained support the Constabulary’s activities; contact should be made with the Constabulary via 
wisbech.npt@cambs.pnn.police.uk.  
 
The council was informed by PC McMurray that a drugs warrant had been executed on the 
Waterlees ward last Thursday; drugs, cash and property believed to be the proceeds of crime were 
seized. Two people had been arrested and subsequently bailed to allow further enquiries. 
 
The PC commented that, as members may have seen, the local Constabulary had been posting 
more on its social media pages about its activities to tackle street drinking. This activity has always 
been happening but it is through getting more staff trained in using social media and them becoming 
confident in posting items that more information is being shared in this way. In the last month one 
regular street drinker had been arrested and charged with a public order offence, having been seen 
to urinate in Tillery Field.  
 
PC McMurray responded to members’ questions. 
 
PC McMurray answered yes to the question from Councillor Mrs Bucknor as to whether those who 
had been arrested on drugs charges had returned to their home address whilst on bail. 
 
Councillor Tierney enquired as to whether the PC is able to provide any update on the road traffic 
accident which had occurred recently on Kirkgate Street. In response, PC McMurray undertook to 
investigate the situation and to subsequently provide an update to the council. 

mailto:wisbech.npt@cambs.pnn.police.uk
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Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned incidents of drug dealing at a particular location at Elizabeth Drive, 
which had ceased but is now happening again. PC McMurray invited local residents to report the 
details to the Constabulary, to enable the matter to be investigated. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae expressed the opinion that the DPPO in the town is having the effect of 
displacing street drinking into the more residential areas of Wisbech; one particular location is the 
Bowthorpe Road/Park Road/Verdun Road area. PC McMurray undertook to refer this issue to the 
local policing team. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by PC McMurray be noted. 
 
154/16   Fenland District Council 
 
The Clerk had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, Section 106 
Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter and that he had forwarded, 
last week, the e-mails and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
155/16   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
Further to minute 65/16, the Clerk reported on the outcome of the Local Highway Improvements 
(LHI) 2017/18 bidding process.  

 
The Clerk informed members that the district area assessment panels (comprising County 
Councillors representing electoral divisions within the district) were asked to consider bids and make 
recommendations to the County Council’s Highways and Community Infrastructure Committee on 
how the budget should be allocated in respect of the scheme bids submitted. 

 
The assessment panels operated a simple scoring system with a maximum of ten points per 
scheme. Using this assessment system, the scheme submitted by Wisbech Town Council (for the 
installation of traffic calming on South Brink) had scored 3.0 points out of a maximum of 10.0; the bid 
was ranked in seventh place out of the seventeen submitted throughout Fenland. The County 
Council had decided that the top thirteen ranking schemes in Fenland would be allocated funding. 
The total cost of the scheme (to provide two build-outs in the carriageway) is estimated at £10,000; 
this council’s contribution (of 10%) would be £1,000. 

 
Members decided that the outcome of the 2017/18 LHI bidding process be noted. 
 
156/16   Minutes of 27 February 2017 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Lay, that the minutes 
of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 27 February 2017 be confirmed and signed. 
 
157/16   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Assets Management Committee – 13 February 2017 
(2) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 27 February 2017 
(3) Staffing Committee – 8 March 2017 
(4) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 13 March 2017. 
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Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by those 
committees, be noted. 
 
158/16   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor informed members that the last month had been particularly busy, having attended 
numerous events since the last meeting of the council, including: 
 

• re-opening of the Centenary Green, adjacent to the Octavia Hill Birthplace House 

• the Showmen’s Guild reception, held in the Council Chamber on 2 March 2017 

• opening of the Mart Fair on 3 March 2017 

• Peterborough’s Last Night of the Proms, held at Peterborough Cathedral 

• Whittlesey Mayor’s Dinner and Dance 

• Waterlees in Bloom presentations at Orchards School  

• Lions Convention at Peterborough 

• Piano recital at Wisbech Grammar School (the ages of the performers ranged between 6 and 82 
years) 

• RAF Swingwing concert at the Thomas Clarkson Academy; the Mayor expressed the opinion that 
this had been an excellent event 

• an appearance on the BBC Politics Show 
 
In addition, the Mayor expressed his thanks to the Deputy Mayor for providing a disco on two 
occasions at Orchards School, which had resulted in the donation of £100.00 to the Mayor’s Charity 
Fund. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
159/16   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, informed members that the Community Events and 
Festivals Working Party is working hard on planning the programme of events which were agreed by 
the committee back in January. The first event would be the St George’s Day event, which takes 
place on Saturday 22 April 2017. She reminded members of the other events in this year’s 
programme and made the point that, in addition to those events organised by the Town Council, the 
council would also be supporting others. In addition to the council having a budget to deliver its own 
community events and festivals, Councillor Miss Hoy is hopeful of being able to secure sponsorship 
from local businesses towards the costs. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that Wisbech Town Council continues to support a number of 
community projects and initiatives, including Wisbech Travel Choices, Wisbech 2020 Vision, 
Wisbech Reads, the Community Led Local Development project and the initiative to achieve 
renovation of the dilapidated buildings on Wisbech High Street. 
 
Members were reminded by Councillor Miss Hoy that the Town Council operates a small grants 
budget to support community groups and she informed the council that the applications for funding 
in 2017/18 which had been received by the Clerk would be considered at the next meeting of the 
Policy and Resources Committee. She reminded members that the council’s budget for “special 
grants” had been increased by £15,000 for 2017/18 to include funding to provide additional financial 
support to the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. 
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Further to minute 141/16, Councillor Miss Hoy updated members of the project for Wisbech Town 
Council’s acquisition, from Cambridgeshire County Council, of Wisbech Castle. She informed 
members that Clerk and she had met, on 23 March 2017, with two officers of the County Council’s 
Transformation Service, who would be helping to develop the town council’s business case, 
exploring further the opportunities for income-generating activities, investigating potential sources of 
grant funding and helping to evaluate potential options for the operational management of Wisbech 
Castle. Miss Hoy commented that she anticipates that Wisbech Town Council would be receiving an 
update from those officers within the next 10 days or so and that she would arrange for the 
information received to be shared with the members of this council. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that, although in its early days, the temporary staffing arrangement 
agreed by the Staffing Committee on 8 March 2017 (minute S3/16 refers) is, according to the Clerk, 
operating successfully. 

 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
160/16   Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 
In accordance with minute 127/16, members of Wisbech Town Council have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the Leader of the Council. Questions to the Leader must be submitted in writing to the 
Clerk no less than five clear working days prior to the date of the meeting at which the answer would 
be expected. 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted by any member of the council, to be 
answered by the Leader of the Council at this meeting. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
161/16   Meetings of Wisbech Town Council and its committees 
 
Councillor Lay proposed that (1) meetings should take place during the afternoon (and not in the 
evenings, as is the council’s current practice); (2) the current seating arrangements for meetings of 
Wisbech Town Council, whereby members are seated within their respective political group, be 
ceased and that all members are given freedom of choice as to where they sit within the Council 
Chamber.  
 
The Mayor deemed that it would be appropriate to discuss these two matters as separate proposals, 
as follows: 
 
(1) Commencement time of meetings 

 
Councillor Lay commented that not all of the members of Wisbech Town Council are young and 
that meetings, because of their commencement time, finish relatively late in the evening. He 
made the point that most of the meetings at Cambridgeshire County Council are held during 
“office hours”. He does, however, acknowledge that a number of the members of Wisbech Town 
Council are employed and work during the day. Councillor Lay asked for members to consider 
changing the commencement time of meetings to, perhaps, late afternoon. 
 
Councillor Lay’s proposal was seconded by Councillor Mrs Bucknor. 
 
Councillor Bucknor stated that he would be happy for meetings to commence earlier than 7.30 
pm but he realises that if the commencement time were too early in the afternoon it could cause 
difficulties for those members who are employed. He expressed the opinion that it is important  
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for the council to be able attract younger people (Of working age) to membership of the council 
and, consequently, he suggests that meetings should commence no earlier than 6.00 pm. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that, although he has no particular preference as to the 
commencement times of meetings, he is mindful of the fact that many people (both councillors 
and members of the public) may find it difficult to attend meetings during the working day; he 
expressed the opinion that meetings held in the early evening would be the most difficult for 
people to attend. 
 
Councillor Rackley expressed the opinion that if meetings of Wisbech Town Council and its 
committees were held during afternoons or early evenings, it would reduce the ability for 
councillors and members of the public to attend. 
 
Councillor Balsevics stated his concurrence with the comments made by Councillors Tierney 
and Rackley. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae commented that all members of Wisbech Town Council have a variety 
of commitments upon their time and she is of the opinion that 7.30 pm is a time which is 
convenient for most people: they have generally finished work; they have had the time to eat 
etc; the town is “quieter” in terms of traffic and parking. 
 
Councillor Human expressed the opinion that if meetings were held during afternoons, it would 
deter people from seeking election to the council. 
 
The Mayor commented that, as he does not finish work until 7.00 pm, it would not be possible 
for him to attend meetings which have a commencement time of earlier than 7.30 pm. 
 
The proposal of Councillor Lay, on being put to the vote, was lost. 
 
Members decided that the commencement times of the meetings of Wisbech Town Council and 
its committees be unchanged. 
 

(2) Seating arrangements for meetings of Wisbech Town Council 
 
Councillor Lay stated that he is strongly opposed to the seating arrangements used for meetings 
of Wisbech Town Council, whereby the members are separated into their respective political 
groups. He made the point that there is no legislation which prescribes the seating 
arrangements at council meetings and he expressed the opinion that seating should take place 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
Councillor Lay’s proposal that the current seating arrangements for meetings of Wisbech Town 
Council, whereby members are seated within their respective political group, be ceased and that 
all members are given freedom of choice as to where they sit within the Council Chamber, was 
seconded by Councillor Mrs Bucknor. 
 
Councillor Bucknor stated that he shares the views of Councillor Lay and he expressed the 
opinion that Town and Parish Councils are supposed to be non-political organisations. He 
added that no harm would be caused by integrating the seating of all councillors at meetings. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor commented that she should recall meetings of Wisbech Town Council 
when councillors sat together in the electoral wards that they represented on the council and 
politics was not discussed at those meetings. She expressed the opinion that members of 
Wisbech Town Council should focus upon what is in the best interests of Wisbech and its  
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population and not on political arguments; there should be no “them and us” in the Council 
Chamber and all councillors should work collaboratively to deliver services to the community. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed his endorsement of the comments of Councillor Mrs Bucknor that 
all members of Wisbech Town Council should focus upon what is in the best interests of 
Wisbech and its population and that they should work collaboratively to deliver services to the 
community. He made the point, however, that, he, like the majority of the members of Wisbech 
Town Council, had stood for election as a member of a political party and that he would do so 
again; he expressed the opinion that voters generally cast their votes for the political party that a 
candidate represents. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that Councillor Lay’s proposal is divisive; through the 
discussion of his proposal he is causing a destructive situation within the Council Chamber by 
generating a political debate. She expressed the opinion that although the rationale for being a 
member of Wisbech Town Council should be about working for achieving what is in the best 
interests of Wisbech and its population, members of the council are still entitled to have political 
views and they should not be ashamed of that fact. 
 
Councillor Bucknor made a plea for Wisbech Town Council not to operate along political lines. 
In response to the plea of Councillor Bucknor, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that, in reality, 
all councils are political to some extent. 
 
Councillor Lay commented that he attends, in his capacity as a member of Cambridgeshire 
County Council, a number of Parish Council meetings; at those meetings the councillors are 
allowed a choice as to where they sit. He expressed the opinion that as Wisbech Town Council 
is also a Parish Council, the same freedom to choose one’s seat at a meeting should prevail. 
 
Councillor Bucknor stated that he challenges the comments of Councillors Tierney and Miss 
Hoy that people would not seek to become a councillor unless they hold political views.  He 
indicated his support for Councillor Lay’s proposal. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae made the point that the current seating arrangements had not only been 
operated by the council’s Conservative group; they were in operation when the Labour group 
held the majority of the seats on Wisbech Town Council (in the 1990s). In response, Councillor 
Mrs Bucknor repeated her comments relating to councillors sitting together in the electoral 
wards that they represented on the council. 
 
In summary, Councillor Lay commented that councillors are currently segregated into groups; 
this is not advantageous to collaborative working across the council’s membership and should 
cease. 
 
The proposal of Councillor Lay, upon being put to the vote, was lost. 
 
Members decided that current seating arrangements for meetings of Wisbech Town Council be 
not changed. 

 
162/16   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Further to minute 145/16, Councillor Oliver updated members on the current situation regarding the 
future viability and sustainability of the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. He informed members that, 
using the funding which had been provided by the Heritage Lotter Fund, a Project Manager had 
been appointed. Through the grant funding which had been provided by Fenland District Council 
and that allocated by Wisbech Town Council, the museum would have a sufficient level of financial 
resources to secure its continued operation for a number of years to come. 
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Councillor Oliver made the point that there is no foundation to the current rumour that the Wisbech 
and Fenland Museum would be closing in the near future. 
 
Members decided that the information reported be noted. 
. 
163/16   Correspondence 
 
The Clerk informed members that there are currently no such items in need of reporting to council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
164/16   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
St George’s Day event 
 
The Clerk mentioned the St George’s event, which had been organised by the Town Council’s 
Community Events and Festivals Working Party, to take place on Wisbech Market Place, between 
10.00 am and 2.00 pm, on 22 April 2017. 

 
Posters for the event, which would include various activities (including face painting, fairground 
rides, “live” dragon hunts, storytelling and a colouring competition), had been circulated around 
Wisbech. Publicity for the event is also being given via social media and through an article to be 
written by the Clerk for the publication in the Fenland Citizen newspaper. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
165/16   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 24 April 
2017, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the offices of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.30 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
 


