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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

26 June 2017 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Tierney, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Hill, 
Hodgson, Miss Hoy, Human (Deputy Mayor), Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling, Tibbs and 
Wing. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Balsevics, Mrs Cox, McLaren and Rackley. 
 
23/17   Public participation – Local Highway Improvements (LHI) scheme 2017/18 
 
A parishioner made reference to the problem for residents of motorists driving at excessive speed 
along South Brink and her awareness that Wisbech Town Council had been successful in its 
application for a LHI scheme to seek address this problem (minute 155/16 refers). She mentioned 
that a new bus stop had been installed recently along that road and enquired as whether this would 
have an effect upon delivery of the LHI scheme. 
 
The Mayor responded, stating that he had spoken with the parishioner’s son regarding this matter 
and had addressed his concerns. 
 
24/17   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
The Clerk reported formally the resignation from membership of Wisbech Town Council, on 12 June 
2017, of Alan Lay and that that he had informed Fenland District Council, as the Elections Authority, 
of that situation. Consequently, the Returning Officer at Fenland District Council (FDC) published, on 
13 June 2017, formal notice of the vacancy. 
 
The notice of vacancy gives the opportunity, under the Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) 
Rules 1986, for ten local government electors for the Waterlees Village Ward to give notice to the 
Returning Officer, by 3 July 2017, for the vacancy to be filled by election. If no such request is 
received, the vacancy must be filled by the Town Council by way of co-option. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
25/17   Membership of committees 
 
Members considered the appointment of a member to the council’s Assets Management Committee, 
to fill the vacancy resulting from Mr Lay’s resignation from membership of Wisbech Town Council 
(minute 24/17 refers). 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Tibbs, that the 
vacancy on the council’s Assets Management Committee be filled by Councillor Balsevics. 
  
26/17   Cambridgeshire Constabulary  
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, PCSO Lisa Mann had 
provided to the Clerk, via e-mail, a report on recent incidents of crime and disorder and other 
matters in Wisbech. The Clerk read to members the report from PCSO Mann. 
 
In her report, PCSO Mann comments that since the Constabulary’s report to the previous meeting of 
the council, the local policing team has received reports of anti-social behaviour caused by a group 
of youths on mopeds in the Wisbech area.  Members of the local Problem Solving Team (PST) had 
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spoken to some of the residents who have been affected by this group and are in the process of 
gathering more evidence.  Some of the group have been spoken to and details obtained; one had 
recently written-off his moped in a RTC and another has been issued a Section 59 warning.   
 
The PCSO explains in her report that a Section 59 warning is to make the rider/driver of the vehicle 
aware that they were behaving in an anti-social manner whilst in charge of a motorised vehicle.  If 
the person is caught again acting in this manner whilst in charge of a motorised vehicle, the police 
have the power to seize the vehicle.  The PST team is continuing to identify further locations where 
this group is causing anti-social behaviour and to take positive action. 
 
The local policing team is aware of the reports and social media coverage of a female begging in 
Wisbech.  This is also being addressed by the PST; evidence is being gathered with consideration 
being given issuing this female with a Community Behaviour Order (CBO). 
 
PCSOs continue to visit their nominated schools and include parking patrols at the beginning and 
end of the school day. 
 
The Constabulary will continue to issue tickets to illegally parked vehicles throughout the town when 
staffing resources allow and is regularly promoting awareness to the public, via social media, about 
parking in the town. However, many of the yellow lines are broken and faded, making the 
enforcement harder to progress.  This is an issue and concern which has been raised by the police 
with the County Council. 
 
Street drinking patrols will continue to be carried out by the local policing team and officers will offer 
guidance and support to those most in need, working with the appropriate agencies. 
 
PCSOs will be in and around the town throughout the day on 1 July, on routine patrols and to deal 
with any police related incidents arising, for the annual Rose Fair parade. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
27/17   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
(1)  Bus shelter 
 

Further to minute 121/16 (1), the Clerk informed members that the installation, by the County 
Council, of a bus shelter at the Cromwell Road bus stop in front of the Tesco store had now 
taken place. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Local Highway Improvements 2017/18 
 
Further to minute 155/16, the Clerk reminded members of an e-mail and attachment that he had 
received and forwarded to all members of the council regarding a suggested change by the 
Local Highway Authority (LHA) to the scheme for traffic calming on South Brink and of the 
invitation from the LHA for members of this council to make comment upon the suggested 
change. In summary, the proposal to install a priority Give Way feature located each side of the 
junction of Riverside Way would be replaced with a scheme to provide advance warnings signs 
of the junction, SLOW markings, additional speed limit signs and Give Way markings at the 
junction of Riverside Way.  

  
The Clerk mentioned his awareness that some members of the council would be responding 
directly to the County Council. 
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Members decided that the situation be noted and that, unless they intended to respond to the 
County Council direct, they would inform the Clerk of their views on the matter so that they 
could be forwarded collectively by the Clerk. 

 
28/17   Fenland District Council 
 
(1)   Information 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(1) Environmental Services 
 
Members received a presentation from Mr Trevor Darnes, one of the Environmental Health 
Officers at Fenland District Council, who has specific responsibilities for Wisbech, on recent 
activities within his area of service. 

 
Mr Darnes, after reminding members of his role at Fenland District Council (FDC), informed the 
council of the activities undertaken by the Environmental Services Team: as follows: 
 

• Food Safety (including food hygiene inspections and operating a rating system for food 
premises in Fenland) 

• Health and Safety 

• Health and wellbeing (including encouraging healthy eating) 

• Infectious Diseases (including food poisoning) 

• Port Health (including inspections of ships' sanitation facilities) 

• Housing (including regulation of Houses in Multiple Occupation) 

• Public Health 

• Licensing compliance (Taxis, Public Houses, Scrap Metal Dealers etc). 
 

Mr Darnes made the point that all of these functions are undertaken to protect the public and the 
environment - to keep people safe whether in their home, at work or during leisure activities. He 
commented that most people do not give any thought to the Environmental Health service until 
a specific matter - such as food poisoning, noise or odour nuisance, infestations of insects or 
vermin - affects them. Mr Darnes explained that the Environmental Health service possesses 
powers, through various pieces of legislation, to take enforcement action to address "enviro 
crime". 

 
Members were provided, by Mr Darnes, with a variety of statistics with regard to the 
Environmental Health service during the financial year 2016/17, as follows: 
 

• the team had received 338 requests for service 

• 141 Food Safety interventions had been undertaken 

• 96% of food businesses were broadly compliant (they had achieved a score of 3 or above 
out of a maximum of 5) 

• 7 formal Food Hygiene Notices had been served  

• there had been 3 voluntary closures (in cases where Environmental Health Officers had 
deemed there to be an immediate risk to health) 

• there had been 3 cases of voluntary surrender of unfit/out-of-date food. 
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Mr Darnes showed the council a number of photographs to demonstrate some of the points that 
he had made; these included the dumping of rubbish, inappropriate conditions in the kitchen of 
a restaurant, unsafe scaffolding, hoarding in a residential premises, unsafe working conditions 
at a car washing business, out-of-date food being sold. He informed members of the action that 
had been taken by the Environmental Health service (sometimes working jointly with other 
agencies, such as the Fire and Rescue Service and the Health and Safety Executive) in relation 
to each of these cases. 
  
Mr Darnes responded to members’ questions. 

 
Councillor Hodgson enquired as to whether officers of the Environmental Health service have 
any dealings with Circle Roddons Housing and whether Mr Darnes would be prepared to 
present to a meeting of the Wisbech and District Tenants Residents Association. Mr Darnes 
responded in the affirmative to both enquiries. 
 
Councillor Mr Bucknor asked Mr Darnes whether he could investigate whether the cladding 
panels on the Thomas Clarkson Academy building had been checked for fire safety. He stated 
that he would do so. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by Mr Darnes be noted. 

 
29/17   Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 19 and 22 May 2017 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Tibbs, that the 
minutes of the Town Council meeting of 19 and 22 May 2017 be confirmed and signed. 
 
30/17   Minutes of committees  
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee of 22 May 2017 
(2) Staffing Committee of 12 June 2017 
(3) Assets Management Committee of 12 June 2017 
(4) Community Events and Festivals Committee of 12 June 2017 
(5) Policy and Resources Committee of 12 June 2017 
(6) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee of 12 June 2017. 

 
Members decided that the contents of these minutes, including the decisions made by the 
committees, be noted. 
 
31/17   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council, including: 
 

• Night Mayor’s Big Bash 

• Wisbech Adventure Playground International Children’s Day celebration 

• WisBEACH Day 

• Gorefield Show 

• Armed Forces Day event at Wisbech 

• RAF Marham Annual Formal Reception 

• Wisbech Society National Civic Open Afternoon 

• College of West Anglia (COWA) Student of the Year Awards 
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• Cup Cake Day at the Robert Hall Centre 

• Rose Lodge Open Day. 
 
He outlined some of the most enjoyable aspects of his Mayoral activities to date; the most special 
day of all was the COWA Student of the Year Awards, at which the top award had been won by a 
young lady from Wisbech, Annabel Homewood; the Mayor hopes to encourage Annabel to attend 
the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council, so that members could meet her and offer their 
congratulations on her achievement. 
 
The Mayor expressed his thanks to the Deputy Mayor for attending other events in his stead. 
 
The Mayor informed members that he had set up a Facebook page, on which he shares his 
experiences as Town Mayor; he suggested that members may wish to view the content. He 
commented that fundraising for the Mayor’s Charity Fund is going well, with £5,120 having been 
raised to date. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
32/17   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, informed members that this year’s WisBEACH day, 
held on 4 June, had been a great success; the council was able to follow generally the successful 
format of last year’s event and to make it bigger and better. She gave a big “Thank You” to all of 
those who had played a part in organising the event and to those who had volunteered their time on 
the day to ensure that everything happened as intended. As was the case last year, the sun shone 
and a wonderful time was had by all of those who attended; it was great to see so many happy 
children and families spending time together in the town centre. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy reported to members that work is underway to finalise the arrangements for the 
annual Wisbech Rock Festival, which would take place in Wisbech Park on 6 August. All of the 
performers have been booked, as has staging and sound equipment, and the publicity campaign 
had begun. 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, reminded members that in June of last year the 
Community Events and Festivals Committee decided to introduce a scheme to recognise the 
“unsung heroes” of Wisbech; i.e. those members of the public who support, without financial reward, 
the community of Wisbech (including the volunteering at community events and festivals). The 
committee was of the view that such a scheme could operate on a similar basis to the annual Pride 
of Fenland awards scheme operated by Fenland District Council but applicable only to those who 
support people and activates in Wisbech. The committee decided that a working party be formed to 
agree the operational arrangements (including inviting nominations, awards categories, publicity, 
date for the ceremony etc) for the awards scheme. Unfortunately, due to other commitments on 
councillors’ time, the scheme did not progress last year. So that the council could progress the 
scheme now, she invited councillors to volunteer to become members of the working party and 
asked those who may be are interested to inform the Clerk or her. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that further to the update provided at the last meeting of the 
council (minute 22/17 refers), work is continuing on the development of a final business case for 
Wisbech Town Council’s acquisition, from Cambridgeshire County Council, of Wisbech Castle. It is 
anticipated that the County Council’s Assets and Investments Committee would, having considered 
the final version of this council’s business case and the financial and legal implications of this asset 
transfer, make a decision, at its July 2017 meeting, on the “deal” that it would offer Wisbech Town 
Council both in terms of acquisition and restoration of Wisbech Castle. 

 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
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33/17   Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 
In accordance with minute 127/16, members of Wisbech Town Council have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the Leader of the Council. Questions to the Leader must be submitted in writing to the 
Clerk no less than five clear working days prior to the date of the meeting at which the answer would 
be expected. 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted by any member of the council, to be 
answered by the Leader of the Council at this meeting. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
34/17   Key priorities and projects for Wisbech Town Council  
 
Further to minute 16/17, Councillor Miss Hoy invited a discussion on developing priorities and 
projects for the council for the municipal year 2017/18 (and possibly beyond).  
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that she had asked Town Councillors to submit to her their 
ideas for priorities and projects for the council, both for the short-term and the longer-term. As a 
result, she proposed the following: 

 
(1)   short-term: progressing the work on delivering a scheme of enhancement to Wisbech Market 

Place; progressing work on implementing a new Cleansing Contract; progressing the work on 
acquiring Wisbech Castle;  

 
(2)   longer-term: examining possible additional income streams; producing a new Wisbech Town 

Plan; working in closer collaboration with the Police and Crime Commissioner to explore funding 
models which could increase the number of Police Officers in Wisbech and visibility. 

 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor suggested that the council should receive regular updates at meetings on 
the Wisbech Garden Town proposal; she commented that any new Wisbech Town Plan would need 
to link with the Garden Town proposal and expressed the opinion that such a proposal would have 
an enormous impact upon the current town. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor enquired as to whether Wisbech Town Council would be able to receive the 
presentation in relation to the Wisbech Garden Town proposal which had been delivered to the 
members of Fenland District Council last week. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that if the Wisbech Garden Town proposal were to proceed it must 
on the basis that it would provide a good "deal" for the existing population of Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Tibbs stated that he concurs with the view expressed by Councillor Mrs Bucknor and 
feels that one of the longer-term priorities of Wisbech Town Council should be for the council to be 
involved fully in development of the Garden Town proposal. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor 
Tibbs, that  
 
(1)   the key priorities and projects for the council be 

 

• short-term: progressing the work on delivering a scheme of enhancement to Wisbech Market 
Place; progressing work on implementing a new Cleansing Contract; progressing the work 
on acquiring Wisbech Castle;  
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•  longer-term: examining possible additional income streams; producing a new Wisbech Town 
Plan; working in closer collaboration with the Police and Crime Commissioner to explore 
funding models which could increase the number of Police Officers in Wisbech and visibility; 
to be involved fully in development of the Garden Town proposal; 
 

(2)   the Clerk would seek to arrange this council's receipt of the presentation on the Wisbech 
Garden Town proposal, which had been delivered recently to the members of Fenland District 
Council. 

 
35/17   Local Highway Improvements 2018/19 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor expressed her pleasure that Councillor Tierney had proposed last year, as a 
Local Highway Improvement (LHI) for 2017/18, a scheme to achieve a speed reduction on South 
Brink and that this had been supported by Wisbech Town Council (minute 65/16 refers). She 
expressed the opinion that this would appear to demonstrate that the Town Council has a wish to try 
to achieve the implementation of highway schemes aimed at reducing motorists' speeds in Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor suggested that, given this stance, Wisbech Town Council ought to be 
supportive now of a 20’s Plenty campaign for the Waterlees Village ward; she reminded members 
that the council had decided not support such a proposal when it had been suggested in 2014 
(minutes 17/14 and 57/14 refer). She claimed that this campaign has considerable support from the 
residents who live in the Waterlees Village ward and reminded members that the police, when asked 
in 2014, consider the implementation of a 20 mph zone in that ward to be a "no brainer". 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor asked that Wisbech Town Council submits a bid, under the annual Local 
Highway Improvements (LHI) scheme operated by Cambridgeshire County Council, for the 
introduction of a 20 mph zone in the Waterlees Village ward in the financial year 2018/19. 
 
Councillor Hodgson enquired of Councillor Mrs Bucknor as to which streets would be included within 
the 20 mph zone. Councillor Mrs Bucknor responded, stating that the whole of the Waterlees Village 
ward would be subject to a 20 mph speed limit. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy commented that research shows that merely installing 20 mph speed limit signs 
does not result in a reduction in the speed at which motorists travel; signage needs to be 
accompanied by physical measures. She made the point that the community within the Waterlees 
Village ward could submit an application for a LHI scheme for a 20 mph zone; there is no 
requirement for such an application to be submitted by the Town Council. In addition, Councillor 
Miss Hoy made the point that the Local Highway Authority (LHA) would be undertaking, as part of 
the Wisbech Transport Strategy work, a speed survey of the Waterlees Village ward; she suggested 
that Councillor Mrs Bucknor should seek to pursue with the LHA the feasibility of introducing a 
scheme to reduce vehicle speeds in that ward. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that there had been a lengthy discussion regarding this matter 
previously (at minutes 17/14 and 57/14) and the Town Council had made its position clear at that 
time. He stated that he would not support the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit covering a large 
part of the town. He expressed the opinion that the police would not be able, because of the 
pressure on resources, to enforce such a speed limit. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that when this proposal had been considered by the Town Council 
previously it was not initially as a potential LHI bid (minute 17/14 refers); it later "returned" as a 
possible bid (minute 57/14 refers); it was considered by the council as a potential bid but another 
scheme had been submitted by Wisbech Town Council. He made the point that it would not be 
appropriate to consider any potential LHI bid for 2018/19, as there is no indication yet as to whether 
the LHA would be operating such a scheme for 2018/19 and also, it if does, there should be the 
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opportunity for the council to consider all potential schemes once the situation is known; no such 
decision should be made now. 
 
Councillor Tibbs stated his concurrence with the comments of Councillor Tierney and, additionally, 
commented that he would not support the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit anywhere in Wisbech 
unless it were accompanied by physical measures. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor referred to a leaflet which had been produced by the Conservative party in 
relation to the local elections in May 2015, which indicated that Conservative councillors would 
support the public petition which asked for a speed reduction in the Waterlees  Village ward a 
number of years ago. She stated that the reason for raising the proposal at this time is for a decision 
to be made by the council before the LHI process "competition" which normally happens. Councillor 
Mrs Bucknor claimed that all of the evidence which Councillor Miss Hoy says is needed already 
exists. 
 
Councillor Mrs Bucknor proposed that the council supports this as its LHI application for 2018/19; if 
such a bid were approved, the cost to the council, which would be required to meet 10% of the cost, 
would be around £350.00. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Bucknor. 
 
On being put to the vote, the proposition was lost (2 votes in favour and 7 against). 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that, in his capacity as County Councillor for the electoral division 
which includes the Waterlees Village ward, he would be happy to work with the community in the 
submission of a LHI application. 
 
Members decided that Wisbech Town Council would not support at this time the submission of an 
application, under the annual Local Highway Improvements scheme operated by Cambridgeshire 
County Council, for the introduction of a 20 mph zone in the Waterlees Village ward in the financial 
year 2018/19. 
 
3617   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Councillor Hodgson informed members that the Arles Festival, which is receiving funding from 
Wisbech Town Council and would be opened by the Mayor, takes place on Sunday 16 July 2017 
(operating between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm) at Wisbech Market Place. The festival includes a 
programme of entertainment and other activities. 
 
Councillor Hodgson mentioned that a party of twelve residents of Arles would be visiting Wisbech 
and attending the event. He expressed the hope that members of Wisbech Town Council would 
attend this event. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Hodgson be noted. 
 
37/17   Correspondence 
 
(1)  Cambridgeshire Hearing Help 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Cambridgeshire Hearing Help expressing its 
appreciation of the financial support awarded to the organisation by the council in the financial 
year 2016/17 (minute R13/15 refers) and explaining how the funding had been utilised to 
provide hearing aid maintenance to a number of Wisbech residents. 

 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
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(2) Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Unit Commandant of the Girls Venture Corps Air 
Cadets Wisbech, expressing its appreciation of the financial support awarded to the corps by 
the council (minute R16/16 refers) and explaining how the corps proposed to utilise that funding 
towards the cost of uniforms for members. 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted and that the corps’ proposals in respect 
of utilising the grant aid provided by the council be supported. 
 

(3) Wisbech Music Society 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Secretary of the Wisbech Music Society expressing 
appreciation of the financial support awarded to the society by the council 2016/17 (minute 
R16/16 refers). 
 
Members decided that the content of the letter be noted. 
 

(4) Fenland and West Norfolk Aircraft Preservation Society 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Chairman of the Fenland and West Norfolk Aircraft 
Preservation Society, informing the council that the society would no longer be pursuing re-
location of the museum to land in the ownership of Wisbech Town Council (minute A6/14 
refers); the main reason for the decision, in summary, is that the society is not able to secure 
the funding (from the HLF) required for such a project and the opportunity has arisen recently 
for the society to purchase the site which it currently leases. 
 
The Chairman of the Fenland and West Norfolk Aircraft Preservation Society states in his letter 
that the society is very grateful for Wisbech Town Council's support in this matter and would 
keep the council informed of the society's future progress. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
(5) Meadowgate Academy  

 
The Clerk read to members a letter from the Chair of Directors at Meadowgate Academy, 
requesting the council to provide a letter of support in respect of the Meadowgate Academy 
Trust's bid for a new Free School. 
 
The letter states that, last year, Meadowgate School explored two major changes: 
 

• bidding to open a Free School for children with severe learning difficulties and autism 

• creating a Multi Academy Trust; a pre-requisite to opening a Free School. 
 
As the process of creating a Multi Academy Trust at the same time as preparing a Free School 
bid risked the ability to maintain school standards, it was decided that the two processes be 
separated. On 1 April 2017 the Affinity Multi Academy Trust was created and Meadowgate 
School converted to Meadowgate Academy. The Meadowgate Academy is now ready to 
progress the Free School bid, under the thirteenth bidding round for new Free Schools in 
September 2017. The plan remains the same as approved by Cambridgeshire County Council 
in July 2016; a letter of support had been sent by Wisbech Town Council to the Secretary of 
State for Education in relation to the proposal at that time (minute 160/15 refers). 
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Members decided that the content of the letter be noted and that a letter of support be sent to 
the Multi Academy Trust in respect of the Meadowgate Academy Trust's bid for a new Free 
School. 
 

38/17   Notice board/information update 
 
The Clerk reported that there are currently no such items for reporting to council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
3917   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 24 July 
2017, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.40 pm. 
 
 

 
Signed ........................................................................ 

 
Date .......................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


