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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

26 March 2018 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Tierney, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Miss Cobb, Mrs 
Cox, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human, Lynn, Mrs MacRae, Maul, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Rackley, Tibbs and Wing. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Hodgson and Schooling. 
 
164/17   Public participation - Budget and Precept 2018/19 
 
A resident of the town made reference to the 34% increase in the council’s Precept for the financial 
year 2018/19 and alleged that, as a result of such action, Wisbech Town Council had increased its 
Precept by more than 100% since 2012. 
 
The member of the public enquired as to whether residents of Wisbech should continue to expect 
such rises in Precept and what “vanity projects”, requiring funding provided by the public, are being 
planned by the council. 
 
The Mayor mentioned his awareness that this parishioner had sent an e-mail along these lines to a 
number of members of the Town Council. He made the point that the public participation element of 
council meetings does not provide the opportunity for a question and answer session between 
parishioners and councillors. However, he stated that he would be happy to have a discussion with 
this member of the public outside of the meeting. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the parishioner and the Mayor be noted. 
 
165/17   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
The Clerk reported that there is currently a vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council. 
This occurred on 24 March 2017 as a result of Mr Robert McLaren ceasing to be a member of the 
council as a consequence of failing, throughout a period of six consecutive months, to attend any 
meeting of the authority (Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 refers). 
 
As a result of Fenland District Council (FDC), as the Elections Authority, being informed by the Clerk 
of the vacancy in the Kirkgate Ward of Wisbech Town Council, formal notice of that vacancy would 
be published by the Returning Officer at Fenland District Council on 27 March 2018.  
 
The notice of vacancy gives the opportunity, under the Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) 
Rules 1986, for ten local government electors for the Kirkgate Ward to give notice to the Returning 
Officer, by 18 April 2018, for the vacancy to be filled by election. If no such request is received, the 
vacancy must be filled by the Town Council by way of co-option. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
166/17   Wisbech and Fenland Museum 
 
Members received a presentation from three representatives of the Wisbech and Fenland Museum, 
on the performance of the museum during the financial year 2017/18. The representatives were Mr 
R Barnwell (Chairman of the Board of Directors), Mr A Stevens (one of the Directors) and Mr R Bell 
(Assistant Curator). The aim of the presentation was to meet one of the obligations of the Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) between Wisbech Town Council and the Wisbech and Fenland Museum in 
respect of the council’s provision to the museum of £20,000 in grant funding for the financial year  
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2017/18. Under the SLA, “the museum is required to submit reports to the Town Council to inform 
the annual and six-monthly reviews, forming the monitoring and evaluation arrangements set out in 
the agreement”. 
 
In addition to the presentation, members had been provided with three documents: Six Monthly 
Review April to September 2017; Annual Review April 2017 to March 2018; Resilience Project 
Update March 2018. 
 
Mr Barnwell informed the council that the financial year 2017/18 had been a successful one for the 
Wisbech and Fenland Museum. He mentioned that the museum had secured £94,000 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund’s Resilient Heritage Programme to deliver the “Wisbech and Fenland 
Museum: Fit for the Future” project. 
 
Mr Barnwell mentioned that work had begun on repairing/restoring the museum building and on 
identifying sources of funding, at a time when the availability of grant funding is diminishing, to 
provide financial viability and sustainability for the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. 
 
Mr Stevens expressed thanks, on behalf of the Directors of the Wisbech and Fenland Museum, to 
Wisbech Town Council for its commitment to the museum; the additional grant aid (which increased 
to £20,000 for 2017/18 from £5,000 in previous years) had assisted greatly in tackling the crisis 
which was being faced by the museum as a consequence of reductions in the level of grant aid from 
other sources. A Service Level Agreement between Wisbech Town Council and the Wisbech and 
Fenland Museum, which had been produced by the Clerk to the Council, “underpins” the council’s 
grant funding of the museum.  
 
Mr Stevens mentioned that the £94,000 which had been provided to the museum under the Heritage 
Lottery Fund’s Resilient Heritage Programme had enabled the engagement of a project officer for 
the museum’s “Fit for the Future” project. He explained briefly the manner in which the project had 
operated and the short-term (6 to12 months) and medium-term (12 to 24 months) objectives which 
had resulted from that work. Mr Stevens commented that the Wisbech and Fenland Museum now 
has a business plan through to 2021. 
 
The council was informed by Mr Stevens that £12,800 had been received from the Arts Council for 
England to deliver the museum’s Portraits Exhibition and Crowded Room public engagement events 
and £4,800 had been awarded by the Association of Independent Museums to support the 
development of income generating activities. In addition, a grant of £42,750 had been secured from 
Historic England to contribute towards the cost of repairs to the building. Applications for funding 
from other sources for various projects/activities are in progress. 
 
Mr Stevens thanked councillors for attending the museum’s “launch” event last year. He made the 
point that although 2017/18 had been a good year for the Wisbech and Fenland Museum, 
challenges remain; he expressed the opinion that without the additional financial support which had 
been provided by Wisbech Town Council it may not have been possible for the museum to continue. 
Mr Stevens expressed the hope that the council would continue to support the museum financially at 
the same level as in 2017/18; the term of the current SLA being extended accordingly. 
 
Mr Barnwell, Mr Bell and Mr Stevens responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that Wisbech Town Council should continue to support the 
Wisbech and Fenland Museum. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that the council’s budget for the financial year 2018/19 contains the 
same level of financial provision for grants as it does in 2017/18 and stated that she could think of 
no reason as to why the Policy and Resources Committee, when considering the allocation of its  
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grants budget (on 9 April 2018), would not retain the same level of grant aid to the museum for 
2018/19. 
 
Mr Barnwell commented that he is aware of Wisbech Town Council’s ambitions for Wisbech Castle 
and would be very happy to see collaboration between the Town Council and the Board of Directors 
at the Wisbech and Fenland Museum in that regard. 
 
Councillor Human commented that he is very excited by what he had heard in terms of the progress 
being made regarding the future of the museum and that he wishes the Board of Directors every 
success with their plans. In response, Mr Barnwell commented that the Board of Directors would 
endeavour to not “let down” Wisbech Town Council; also it is very helpful to be able, when applying 
to national organisations for funding, to show that local support for the museum exists. 
 
Members decided that the information presented be noted. 
 
167/17   Cambridgeshire Constabulary  
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, PCSO Lisa Mann had 
provided to the Clerk, via e-mail, a report on recent incidents of crime and disorder and other 
matters in Wisbech. The Clerk read to members the report provided by PCSO Mann. 
 
PCSO Mann mentions in her report that local officers are aware of the increased level of graffiti in 
Wisbech and had been busy collating information and intelligence whilst working alongside officers 
of Fenland District Council (FDC) in relation to this issue. 
 
In her report, PCSO Mann comments that the Public Spaces Protection Orders appear to be having 
a positive impact upon the town. There had been no arrests over the past four weeks; however, 
some alcohol had been seized by local officers.  The local policing team continues to work alongside 
officers of FDC, Kingdom (the company which undertakes environmental enforcement action on 
behalf of FDC) and the Alcohol Project in relation to street drinking. 
 
The PCSO comments that a local beggar had received a 34 weeks custodial sentence for 
unconnected offences, so would not be seen in the town for a while.  Hopefully, upon release his 
release from prison, the relevant agencies would be able to support this individual and work with him 
to prevent any re-offending. 
 
In her report, PCSO Mann mentions that Operation Cippus, which relates to youth-related drugs 
activity, is currently underway; under this operation, one warrant had been executed and a further 5 
are planned in the next few weeks.  She states that a further update would be provided for the next 
meeting of Wisbech Town Council.  
 
With regard to the criminal damaged which had been caused to the fountain in St Peter’s Gardens, a 
youth had admitted the offence and had, consequently, been issued with a Youth Caution.  
 
In relation to the issued which had been raised by Councillor Tierney at the last meeting of the 
council concerning the amount of anti-social use of motor vehicles which is taking place at the 
Cromwell Retail Park (minute 151/17 refers), PCSO Mann had sent the following e-mail to the Clerk 
on 14 march 2018: 
 
“I have searched our incident logs for a timescale of 6 months (September 2017 – March 2018) for 
incidents in the Retail Park on Cromwell Road. 
 
There had been four reports of vehicle nuisance specific to the location; on 22 December 2017, 18 
January 2018, 20 February 2018 and 24 February 2018. 
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I would suggest that Councillor Tierney asks the residents to telephone 101, at the time of the 
incident taking place, if they are experiencing anti-social use of motor vehicles in the retail park”. 
 
PCSO Mann comments that this area is patrolled on a regular basis when officers are on a late shift 
and, to date, no issues had been witnessed. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae asked what working hours constitute the “late shift”. The Clerk undertook to 
ask this question of the local Constabulary. 
 
Councillor Tierney mentioned his understanding that anti-social behaviour and other issues are 
taking place in the De Havilland Road area of the town and he commented that he would like to 
know what exactly is taking place in that area and the actions being taken by the local Constabulary 
to address the situation. The Clerk stated that he would refer this enquiry to the local Constabulary. 
 
Councillor Maul expressed the opinion that the level of street drinking would increase as the weather 
improves and, therefore, suggested that the level of patrolling by the PSPOs should increase also to 
address that situation. Councillor Oliver responded to this question during his update, at minute 
168/17 (2), on the operation of PSPOs in Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Rackley made reference to anti-social behaviour linked to the late licensing of The Case 
public house and expressed the opinion that there is a need for a presence of Police officers in the 
town centre at public houses’ closing times. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that the Clerk would refer to Cambridgeshire 

Constabulary the questions/issues raised by Councillors Mrs MacRae, Rackley and Tierney. 

168/17   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) 
 

Further to minute 152/17 (2), Councillor Oliver, in his capacity as Cabinet member with 
responsibility for Community Safety at Fenland District Council, informed members that the 
number of penalty notices issued in relation to breaches of the PSPOs in Wisbech now stands 
at 45. He commented that it is anticipated that the level of street drinking would increase as the 
weather improves and, therefore, the level of patrolling of the PSPOs would increase also to 
address that situation. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Human, Councillor Oliver mentioned that the fine for 
breaching a PSPO is £75.00 and that failure to pay the fine would result in Court action. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Oliver be noted. 
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169/17   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
(1) Local Highway Improvements 2018/19 
 

Further to minutes 79/17 and 138/17, the Clerk reported on the outcome of the Local Highway 
Improvements (LHI) 2018/19 bidding process.  

 
The Clerk informed members that the district area assessment panels (comprising County 
Councillors representing electoral divisions within the district) had been asked to consider bids 
and make recommendations to the County Council’s Highways and Community Infrastructure 
Committee on how the budget should be allocated in respect of the scheme bids submitted. 

 
The assessment panels had operated a simple scoring system with a maximum of five points 
per scheme. Using this assessment system, the two schemes submitted by Wisbech Town 
Council ((1) for extension of the double yellow lines on Ramnoth Road, Money Bank, Queen 
Elizabeth Drive, Copperfields and Mansell Road; (2) a build-out from both sides of the footway 
or build-out form one footway and a speed cushion) had scored 4.17 and 3.38 points out of a 
maximum of 5.0 respectively; the bids were ranked in fifth and fourteenth places out of the 
nineteen submitted throughout Fenland. The County Council had decided that the top sixteen 
ranking schemes in Fenland would be allocated funding. The total cost of the schemes 
submitted by Wisbech Town Council are estimated at £3,140 and £11,302 respectively 
carriageway; this council’s contributions (of 10%) would be £314 and £1,103 respectively. 
 
Members decided that the outcome of the 2018/19 LHI bidding process be noted. 
 

(2) Education provision 
 

Councillor Miss Hoy, in her capacity as a County Councillor for Wisbech, updated members on 
an education-related issue affecting Wisbech. She mentioned that, further to minute 153/17, she 
had attended the meeting at the Thomas Clarkson Academy (TCA), at which architects had 
displayed/explained proposals for a new secondary school in Wisbech. She informed members 
that the proposal is at a very early stage but the level of investment in such provision would be 
of the order of £20 million. It is anticipated that a decision by the County Council on a scheme 
for the provision of a new secondary school in Wisbech would take place in May of this year. 

 
Councillor Miss Hoy stated that she would keep the council updated on any developments in 
this regard. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(3) Bus services 
 

Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that, as a consequence of Stagecoach’s plans to 
withdraw the Service 46 bus route, officers of the County Council’s Passenger Transport team 
are in the process of tendering for a contractor to operate that route. She stated that there is 
interest from certain bus operators; however, it may be necessary, to make that service viable 
financially, to revise the exact route followed. 
 
Councillor Miss Cobb mentioned that she had seen a revised timetable for the Service 46, which 
would cause difficulties for those parents in Wisbech who send their children by bus to 
Marshland High School. Councillor Miss Hoy undertook to investigate the situation with the 
County Council’s Head of Passenger Transport. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
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170/17   Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 26 February 2018 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Tibbs, that the 
minutes of the Town Council meeting of 22 January 2018 be confirmed and signed. 
 
171/17   Minutes of committees  
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1)   Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 26 February 2018 
(2)   Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 12 March 2018. 

 
Members decided that the contents of these minutes, including the decisions made by the 
committees, be noted. 
 
172/17   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor mentioned that it is tradition for the Mayor of Wisbech to perform the role of Chairman at 
the AGM of the Wisbech Children’s Charities organisation and that he had not only enjoyed 
performing that role but had been pleased to see how much good work the organisation had 
achieved during the previous year.   
 
The Mayor mentioned that he had enjoyed opening the Camsight Centre on Chapel Road; he had 
met some of the excellent volunteers and heard about the fine work that they do. He had been 
particularly fascinated by some of the amazing gadgets that have the ability to really help people 
who are blind or partially-sighted to live safely and well. 
 
Sadly, the “Beast from the East” weather conditions caused a number of functions to be cancelled or 
postponed, including the launch of the new training and development centre at the Wisbech Campus 
of the College of West Anglia.  The Mayor had been disappointed that he and fellow councillors 
could not officially open the Mart Fair this year; he made the point that this had not been the 
council’s decision and councillors would have certainly braved the wintery conditions for this 
wonderful tradition; however, as the Showmen could not ensure that the necessary safety standards 
could be met, they took the decision not to proceed with an official opening.  
 
The Mayor mentioned that he had visited to Edina Court, where residents and staff had arranged a 
Time for a Cuppa morning to raise money to help specialist nurses support families facing 
dementia. He commented that he always enjoying visiting Edina Court, as everybody is so friendly 
and welcoming. 
 
The 12th Wisbech Scout Group had met in the Town Council Chamber last week to present awards 
to those Cubs and Scouts who had excelled and achieved in the previous year. The Mayor had 
been honoured to present the awards. 
 
As the Chairman of the CivComm Committee of the Wisbech Air Cadets, the Mayor had attended a 
meeting of the committee, at which plans were made for this year’s fundraising. With that in mind, he 
reminded members that the big Swing Wing event would be taking place again this year, on 14 April. 
He mentioned that he would be in attendance at the event, simultaneously being the Mayor and a 
volunteer serving teas and coffees. 
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The Mayor informed members that, most recently, he had cut the ribbon for the Wisbech Kwik Fit re-
launch. He commented that he is always keen to help great local businesses champion what they do 
and the hard work of their staff.   
 
The Mayor mentioned that the Mayor’s Charity Fund currently stands at £8,327.00 total raised, 
although some of that money had been spent.  
 
The Mayor reminded members that he would be holding his Mayor’s “At Home” event (at which 
entertainment and refreshments would be provided) on Sunday 8 April 2018 in the Tower Ballroom 
at the Wisbech Institute; he expressed his hope that all members of the council would be able to 
attend.   
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
173/17   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, commented that the council’s committees continue 
to work very hard, both in terms of ensuring delivery of the council’s current projects and also 
looking to the future; each of the council’s Committee Chairman would be providing an update on 
the work of those committees at minute 174/17.  

 
The Leader of the Council expressed the opinion that one particularly exciting project for Wisbech 
Town Council is the enhancement of Wisbech Market Place. This has been the subject of much 
discussion and deliberation by the Wisbech Market Place Task and Finish Group and is now ready 
for discussion by the whole council; that discussion would take place later during this meeting. She 
expressed her hope that members would agree, at that item of business, a proposal for the purpose 
of public consultation. Councillor Miss Hoy commented that she wishes to place on record her 
thanks, on behalf of Wisbech Town Council, to Peter Humphrey Associates for the work which had 
been undertaken by that company, on a free-of-charge basis, in relation to this scheme. 
 
With regard to this council’s acquisition of Wisbech Castle, The Leader of the Council mentioned 
that the lease had been signed on 2 February 2018 and keys to the building had since been 
provided to Wisbech Town Council. Since that time a couple of “fact finding” visits had been made to 
the building and its grounds by councillors and other relevant parties The Leader of the Council 
reminded members that at its last meeting Wisbech Town Council had established a Wisbech Castle 
Management Committee with the terms of reference and membership set out within the minutes of 
that meeting. The first meeting of the committee has been arranged for take place next Tuesday, 3 
April, at 7.00 pm. Under the arrangements agreed by council, the Wisbech Castle Management 
Committee would provide the leadership and direction to the project and a working party would deal 
with the “nuts and bolts” of delivering the project. This approach is similar to that which applies to the 
council’s Community Events and Festivals Committee and its working party. The first meeting of the 
Wisbech Castle Working Party would also take place on 3 April, commencing at 8.00 pm. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that the repairs to the surfacing of the car parking area at 
Somers Road (to the rear of the Queen Mary Centre) now leased from the County Council by the 
Town Council (minute A16/17 refers) had been undertaken. 
 
The Leader of the Council mentioned that, following agreement by the Community Events and 
Festivals Committee of a programme of events and festivals for the financial year 2018/19 (minute 
C6/17 refers), a meeting of the working party had taken place on 5 March 2018 to begin planning 
those events and festivals. The first event to be organised by Wisbech Town Council for the 2018/19 
financial year will be the St George’s Day event; this will take place on Wisbech Market Place on 
Saturday 21 April, operating between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm. It will include: a colouring competition,  
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balloon modelling, fairground rides, a “live” dragon hunt and music. The working party would meet 
again on 3 April (at 6.00 pm) to finalise the arrangements for that event. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
174/17   Quarterly reports to Council by Committee Chairmen 
 
In accordance with minute 114/17, members received reports, in turn, from the council’s Committee 
Chairmen on matters pertaining to the work of those committee, as follows: 
 
Policy and Resources Committee 
 
Councillor Oliver, the Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee, informed members that 
there had been no meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee since his last update to Wisbech 
Town Council (at minute 129/17) and, consequently, he had nothing specific to report to members. 
He did, however, express the opinion that the council’s finances are “on track” and mention that the 
next meeting of the committee would take place on 9 April 2018. 
 
Members decided that information reported by the Chairman of the Policy and Resources 
Committee be noted.  
 
Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee 
 
Councillor Miss Oliver, the Chairman of the Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee, 
informed members that the committee continues to hold two meetings each month, to enable this 
council to provide consultation responses to Fenland District Council, as Local Planning Authority, in 
relation to development proposals for the town. 
 
Members decided that information reported by the Chairman of the Planning and Community 
Infrastructure Committee be noted. 
 
Assets Management Committee 
 
Councillor Tibbs, the Chairman of the Assets Management Committee, informed members that the 
central heating boiler at the Town Hall had been replaced during late January 2018 and the next 
phase of the scheme would be to undertake work to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
heating system. 
 
Councillor Tibbs reminded members that the trading activity on Wisbech Market Place is now a 
seven days per week operation and that, in an effort to increase footfall on a Thursday, the 
committee had decided, at its February 2018 meeting, to introduce a car boot event alongside the 
“traditional” market on that day of the week (instead of the one which had been operated on trial 
basis for around three months on Wednesdays). The committee had also made it clear that the 
council’s car boot events must operate in a tidy manner, which means that items for sale at the 
council’s car boot events on Wisbech Market Place must be displayed on tables or on/in other 
suitable structures. 
 
With regard to the council’s allotments, Councillor Tibbs mentioned that the committee had 
approved the installation of fencing and gates at the Dowgate Road allotments site, to improve its 
security; this work would be undertaken during the 2018/19 financial year. 
 
Councillor Tibbs mentioned that a lease between Wisbech Town Council and Cambridgeshire 
County Council in respect of the area of land adjacent to the Somers Road car park and to the rear 
of the Queen Mary Centre for continued use as a car park land had taken effect from 18 January  
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2018 and that the committee had subsequently accepted a quotation for repair of the surfacing of 
that car park. 
 
Members decided that information reported by the Chairman of the Assets Management Committee 
be noted. 
 
Staffing Committee 
 
Councillor Balsevics, the Chairman of the Staffing Committee, informed members that there had 
been no meeting of the Staffing Committee since his last update to Wisbech Town Council (at 
minute 129/17) and, consequently, he had nothing specific to report to members. 
 
Members decided that information reported by the Chairman of the Staffing Committee be noted. 
 
Community Events and Festivals Committee 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy, the Chairman Community Events and Festivals Committee, informed members 
that she had nothing to add to the update that she had given by way of her Leader’s Report (minute 
173/17 refers). 
 
Members decided that information reported by the Chairman Community Events and Festivals 
Committee be noted. 
 
175/17   Wisbech Market Place 
 
Members considered the recommendations of the Wisbech Market Place Task and Finish Group in 
relation to a scheme of enhancement for the Market Place and its surroundings. 
 
Members are aware that a Wisbech Market Place Task and Finish Group (comprising not only a 
number of members of Wisbech Town Council but also representatives of a number of community 
organisations) had been meeting since the autumn of 2017, with the aim of developing a scheme of 
enhancement for Wisbech Market Place (both as a trading area and community space). The 
rationale behind the initiative is to deliver something, in this key area of Wisbech, which would add 
to the vitality and vibrancy of the town – providing social, environmental and economic benefits for 
those who live in the town, work in the town or visit the town. 
 
With the agreement of all members, the Mayor suspended the council’s Standing Orders to allow 
members of the public in attendance at the meeting to comment upon the scheme. 
 
Mr L Towler, a representative of Peter Humphrey Associates, the company which had produced, 
free-of-charge to Wisbech Town Council, drawings/plans of the scheme which had been devised by 
the working party, explained the various elements (Including the rational for such) of the scheme. 
 
Mr Fowler, who displayed drawings/plans of the scheme, mentioned that the scheme consists of: 
 
1. removing the car parking spaces from the Market Place  
2. preventing access (through the installation of decorative gates at either end of the Market Place) 

to the Market Place area by motorised vehicles between certain “core” hours (possibly between 
10.00 am and 6.00 pm) 

3. siting of planters (containing trees) with attached seating along the southern boundary of the 
Market Place 

4. installing a Tidal Clock (at the eastern end of the Market Place) 
5. installing play equipment for young children at the eastern end of the Market Place 
6. installing water features (with seating) in the central area of the Market Place 
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7. installing bollards along the pavement edges on High Street (to reduce the amount of parking on 

footpaths along High Street)  
8. installing bollards at the Market Place/Market Street junction 
9. Installing a large covered area/canopy on the western “half” of the Market Place. 
 
Given the need to have in place sufficient funding for the whole package of measures, the need to 
undertake further research into certain elements, the requirement to obtain various 
consents/permissions, the need to consider in detail some of the operational issues associated with 
implementing such a scheme in the town centre, any scheme approved would be implemented in 
three phases; as follows: 
 

 Phase 1 would be the items listed at 1 to 6 and 8 above 

 

 Phase 2 would be the item listed at 9 above (as this would require further investigation and 

discussion as to size, design, construction materials for such a structure) 

 

 Phase 3 would be the item listed at 7 above (it would cause difficulty for the undertaking of 

renovation works to the dilapidated buildings on the High Street, to be delivered as part of the 

Heritage Lottery Fund project, if bollards were installed prior to that work being undertaken). 

Councillor Tibbs, the Chairman of both the council’s Assets Management Committee and the 
Wisbech Market Place Task and Finish Group, explained that the working party had developed a 
number of ideas - it had sought to: make the Market Place itself a more pleasant area for people to 
spend time; minimise the potential for pedestrian/vehicular conflict; address some of the 
inconsiderate parking within the town centre. He made the point that the current scheme is not “set 
in stone”; it is a concept for the purpose of obtaining the views of the public. 
 
Councillor Rackley asked that thought be given to including, at an appropriate location on the public 
highway, a pick-up/drop-off point for taxis. In response, Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion 
that it should be possible to accommodate such a facility. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that he is finding it difficult to “visualise” the scheme and asked for 
clarification of its component parts and the reason for each one. Councillor Miss Hoy provided the 
clarification sought by Councillor Tierney. 
 
Councillor Wing expressed the opinion that it is essential for the council to obtain the views of the 
public, via a consultation exercise, in relation to any proposal for enhancement of Wisbech Market 
Place – the council should ask the public whether they support the concept in principle and which 
elements they like and which ones they dislike. 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox expressed her concerns as to the ability/resource to take action to address any 
unauthorised or inconsiderate parking. 
 
Councillor Tibbs, in responding to the comment of Councillor Mrs Cox, made the point that the 
responsibility for the enforcement of illegal or inconsiderate parking on the public highway rests with 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary. He added that the proposed removable planters/seating would 
prevent the unauthorised parking of vehicles on the Market Place and mentioned also that the 
existing on-street parking spaces for disabled motorists would not be affected by the scheme. 
 
Councillor Mrs Cox enquired as to the estimated cost of the possible scheme and how it would be 
funded. In response, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that the Clerk had produced a briefing note, 
which had been circulated to all members in advance of the meeting, and that the document had 
contained not only details of the scheme but also issues related to costs and funding. 
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The Mayor then invited members of the public to make comments; these included: 
 

 one person commented that he wishes the scheme every success; it is a very positive approach; 
it would be beneficial to the town if parking enforcement officers could be provided; well done to 
the Town Council 

 a question was asked as to whether the council would describe the scheme as providing a more 
continental feel to the area (Councillor Tibbs responded in the affirmative) 

 one person commented that she likes the proposed canopy 

 one person stated that he is very excited about the scheme and is particularly pleased about the 
proposal to install a tidal clock 

 the member of the public who had spoken under the public participation item on the agenda 
(minute 164/17 refers) expressed the opinion that this proposal is one example of Wisbech Town 
Council’s “vanity projects” and he enquired as to where market stalls would be located 

 one person enquired as to how Wisbech Town Council would address any issues of inappropriate 
behaviour by cyclists in the Market Place area. 

 
In response to a question from Councillor Mrs Cox as to the timescale for delivery of an 
enhancement scheme, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that, although there is currently no specific 
timescale, the aim is to do so as soon as is possible.  
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Wing, seconded by Councillor Tibbs, 
that the proposed enhancement scheme for Wisbech Market Place be approved for the purpose of 
public consultation (that consultation to be on-line (council’s website etc), via face-to-face dialogue 
with the community on the Market Place, the local press and by individual councillors whilst going 
about their day-to-day business). 
 
176/17   Representation on outside bodies 
 
No member of the council had attended the meeting of an outside body during the period since the 
last meeting of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
177/17   Correspondence 
 
The Clerk informed members that there are currently no such items in need of reporting to the 
council. 
 
Members decided that the current situation be noted. 
 
178/17   Notice board/information update 
 
Wisbech Town Guide 2018 
 
The Clerk reported that the latest version of the Wisbech Town Guide had been published recently 
and that the process of copies being delivered to all properties within the town is underway. It is also 
available on-line at http://www.localauthoritypublishing.co.uk/flip_guides/wisbechguide/index.html or 
via the website of Wisbech Town Council and its Facebook page. 
 
In addition, council staff would be providing copies of the guide to various community and public 
buildings; these include, the Fenland@yourservice shop, Wisbech Library, the Oasis Centre, 
Rosmini Centre, Queen Mary Centre, the Boathouse and the Horsefair Shopping Centre. 
 

http://www.localauthoritypublishing.co.uk/flip_guides/wisbechguide/index.html
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Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
179/17   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 23 April 
2018, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
Meeting finished at 8.45 pm 
 
 
Signed ............................................................  
 
 
Date .......................................................... 
 


