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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

25 September 2017 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Tierney, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Miss Cobb, Mrs 
Cox, Hill, Miss Hoy, Human (Deputy Mayor), Lynn, McLaren, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, 
Rackley and Tibbs. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Hodgson, Maul, Schooling and Wing. 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
74/17   Helping Hands 
 
Members received a presentation from Suzanne Gilby regarding the service delivered by Helping 
Hands in Wisbech: www.thehelpinghandsgroup.org.uk. 
 
Mrs Gilby informed the council that Helping Hands provides day opportunities for adults who have 
learning disabilities. It opened in 2011 in Peterborough and people from Wisbech had travelled to 
that facility. In 2017 a centre had been opened in Wisbech. 
 
Helping Hands works alongside individuals and their families to look at the skills needed to enable 
them to live as successfully as possible in the community; this often means life skills such as 
cooking, hygiene, money handling and communication.  
 
Helping Hands often assists people who have severe learning difficulties, including disruptive 
behaviour, and gives support so that individuals are able to express themselves meaningfully, with 
skilled workers giving support to enhance development. The organisation wishes to encourage 
development to the best of individuals’ abilities, with bespoke programmes including a gardening 
project and sensory activities such as trampolining. Behavioural issues often do not allow a 
successful school education, especially in a non-specialised school environment, and individuals 
benefit from a bespoke training scheme concentrating on life skills. In some cases, even specialised 
schools can still leave an individual needing further development skills. 
 
By being in the community, the service also hopes to educate the public into accepting and 
understanding behavioural issues, breaking down barriers and stigmas. Helping Hands also gives 
talks, such as this one, to community groups to raise awareness. 
 
Mrs Gilby responded to members’ questions. 
 
In response to a question, Mrs Gilby stated that Helping Hands is registered with Cambridgeshire 
County Council and works together with (and receives funding from) social services and education. 
The capacity of the unit at Wisbech is about 25 individuals but this depends upon the complexity of 
behavioural issues. 
 
Councillor Mrs MacRae acknowledged that it is better to have a service such as this within an 
individual’s own community rather than needing to travel outside of the area that they know. 
 
Individuals do not have a set time frame, the schemes are open-ended and individuals only tend to 
leave if they leave the area or decide that the programme is no longer suitable for them. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy stated that the County Council is always looking for specialist foster care 
provision and asked that this aspect be considered. 

http://www.thehelpinghandsgroup.org.uk/
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Mrs Gilby commented that visitors are welcome and invited councillors to contact her for further 
information, if required. She left a supply of information brochures.  
 
The Mayor thanked Mrs Gilby for her presentation. He mentioned that he had opened the new 
facility in Wisbech and that people from Peterborough had attended the opening. He praised the 
service provided by Helping Hands.  
 
Members decided that the information presented by Suzanne Gilby be noted and that Wisbech 
Town Council welcomes the Helping Hands project. 
 
75/17   Vacancies in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
Further to minute 61/17, members noted the outcome of the by-election held on 31 August 2017 and 
welcomed Councillors Miss Laura Cobb, Andrew Lynn and Andrew Maul to their first meeting of 
Wisbech Town Council. 
  
76/17   Membership of Committees  
 
Members considered the filling of vacancies on the council’s committees, which had been caused by 
the recent resignations from the council, now that the council has a full membership (minute 75/17 
refers). 
 
An updated list of committee memberships had been circulated to members of the council.  
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor 
Oliver, that the vacancies on committees be filled with the councillors shown on the updated list. The 
updated information would be published on the Town Council website. 
 
77/17   Cambridgeshire Constabulary  
 
Although no officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting, PCSO Lisa Mann had 
provided to the Clerk, via e-mail, a report on recent incidents of crime and disorder and other 
matters in Wisbech. The Deputy Clerk read to members the report from PCSO Mann. 
 
In her report, PCSO Mann mentions that Cambridgeshire Constabulary had recruited eight ‘Police 
Now’ graduates who are beginning their two years programme across the force. ‘Police Now’ is 
about harnessing the talents of some of the country's brightest and most innovative graduates to 
make a positive difference to the communities that need us most. Two of this group are now working 
in Wisbech with the Problem Solving Team (PST).  The graduates completed an intensive training 
academy in London over the summer and they will be dedicated neighbourhood officers with the 
opportunity to showcase their problem solving skills and leadership potential.  
   
PCSO Mann comments that, with regard to Wisbech Town Council’s comment concerning the lack 
of police attendance at meetings of the council (minute 62/17 refers), Inspector Will Davis would be 
attending 23 October 2017 meeting of Wisbech Town Council.  
 
In her report, PCSO Mann mentions that the illegal and inconsiderate parking in the town is still 
causing issues, especially with the broken and faded lines.  
 
With regard to the parking in Walsoken, which had been raised Councillor McLaren at the last 
Wisbech Town Council meeting, PCSO Mann mentions in her report that the situation will be 
investigated when the local PST officer is in that area. 
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PCSO Mann states that she had spoken recently with the station commander at Wisbech Fire 
Station, who has also highlighted this issue with illegal and inconsiderate parking, and the Fire and 
Rescue Service had been working with its media team to raise awareness. PCSO Mann provided 
the link to the recent report in the Cambridge News, where photographs of inconsiderate parking in 
Wisbech had been published: 
http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/bad-parking-cambridge-cambridgeshire-13526700 
 
In her report, PCSO Mann mentions that street drinking patrols would continue and officers of the 
Constabulary would offer guidance and support to those most in need, working with the appropriate 
agencies. 
 
Councillor McLaren commented that he is still unaware of policing visits to Walsoken to address 
parking issues. 
 
The Deputy Clerk was asked to respond to PCSO Mann with issues raised by Councillor Mrs Cox: 
Illegal parking along Little Church Street and near The Case is causing issues with access forutility 
vehicles. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Deputy Clerk, on behalf of PCSO Mann, be 
noted. 
 
78/17   Fenland District Council 
 
Councillor Oliver updated members regarding the Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) for 
Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Oliver informed members that on 14 September 2017 a PSPO in relation to street 
drinking had been approved by Fenland District Council, in place of the Designated Public Places 
Order (DPPO). The PSPO prohibits the consumption of alcohol in St Peter’s Gardens, Tillery Field 
and the Memorial Gardens. Further monitoring would take place of these and other areas. Councillor 
Oliver undertook to circulate a map to members. 
 
The Controlled Drinking PSPO had similar powers to the DPPO but is more enforceable. Also, a 
controlled drinking zone could prevent problem drinkers just moving to another area, as drinkers 
moving on from the named areas could still be fined. 
 
The scheme will become active on 20 October 2017. 
 
Answering questions from members, Councillor Oliver stated that Wisbech Park is a controlled 
drinking zone and that any anti-social behaviour or problem drinking could be reported to Fenland 
District Council or the police. However, it had to be problem ASB drinking not simply social groups. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
79/17   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
Further to minute 63/17, members were asked to consider the submission of an application under 
the Local Highway Improvement (LHI) scheme for 2018/19. 
 
Two schemes were suggested: 
 
(1) Installation of parking restrictions (yellow lines) in Ramnoth Road/Money Bank (suggested by 

Councillor Miss Hoy) 
 

http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/bad-parking-cambridge-cambridgeshire-13526700
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(2) improvements to the Colvile Road/Trafford Road junction arrangements (suggested by 

Councillor Tierney). 
 
Councillors Tierney and Councillor Hoy both reminded members that other proposals could be 
submitted by community groups and that they would be happy to assist those groups with the 
submission of a LHI application if required. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Tibbs, 
that applications be made to Cambridgeshire County Council, under the Local Highway 
Improvements initiative 2018/19 for the schemes set out at (1) and (2) above. 
 
80/17   Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 21 August 2017 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Miss Oliver, that 
the minutes of the Town Council meeting of 21 August 2017 be confirmed and signed. 
 
81/17   Minutes of committees  
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1)   Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 21 August 2017 
(2)   Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 4 September 2017. 

 
Members decided that the contents of these minutes, including the decisions made by the 
committees, be noted. 
 
82/17   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
The Mayor expressed his thanks to the Deputy Mayor for attending other events in his stead. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
83/17   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, commented that most of what she had wished to 
report is already covered by items on the agenda for this meeting. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that a meeting of the Community Events and Festivals 
Working Party would be held on 26 September 2017 to discuss the Halloween and Christmas 
events. In addition, the first meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Task and Finish Group had been 
arranged for 2 October 2017. 

 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
84/17   Unsung Heroes 
 
Further to minute 32/17, Councillor Miss Hoy proposed the operational arrangements for a scheme 
to recognise those members of the public who support, without financial reward, the community of 
Wisbech. 
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Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that she proposes that the council holds an awards 
ceremony towards the end of January 2018 at the Oasis Centre, Wisbech. Although the council 
would incur costs for venue hire, the other costs would be met through sponsorship (sponsor’s 
details shown in brackets): food (Bygones cafe), drinks on arrival (AJ Bars) and prizes (Fenland 
Citizen newspaper). 
 
The awards would be: 
 

• Good Neighbour - someone who we feel is a good neighbour 

• Community Spirit - someone who works hard for the community. This could be in a number of 
ways 

• Youth Achievement - someone under 16 years of age who had achieved something good (could 
be academic, sports, working hard etc or anything really that the nominator feels is an 
achievement for that person 

• Service with a Smile – someone who provides great customer service. That may be in a shop, 
pub, restaurant, bank etc 

• Wisbech Hero – someone who has done something that may be considered heroic 

• Wisbech Lifetime Recognition – for a long serving member of the community who the nominator 
feels should be rewarded. 

 
Awards would be presented by councillors, except the Youth award which would be presented by 
the Young Persons representative from the Foyer. 
 
The nominations would be judged by a working party comprising the council’s Community Events 
and Festivals Committee and Sarah Cliss, a reporter for the Fenland Citizen newspaper. The 
Judges would shortlist the nominations to three finalists; then there would be one winner. At the 
awards event, the person presenting the award would read out the nominations of all three finalists. 
The winner will receive a trophy and the other two will receive certificates. 
 
The Fenland Citizen newspaper will run stories in the lead up, will handle nominations submitted 
online and via the newspaper’s website. 
 
The Deputy Clerk read out correspondence from one of the executors for the estate of Ann Carlisle 
regarding the provision of a silver salver for an annual award in memory of Ann Carlisle, to be 
awarded to someone who had made an outstanding contribution to Wisbech. It was thought by 
members that this would be a very apt addition to the event. 
 
In addition, it was proposed to add the Roger Green Young Sportsperson Award to the event. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Hill, seconded by Councillor Tibbs, that the Unsung 
Heroes awards scheme proceeds and be operated on the basis set out above. 
 
(Councillor Balsevics declared his non-pecuniary interest, as one of the sponsors for the event, in 
this matter) 
 
85/17   Freedom of the Town of Wisbech 
 
The Mayor proposed awarding the Freedom of the Town to three Veteran soldiers who had taken 
part in the D-Day landings in Normandy in 1944, all of whom had been awarded the French medal 
“Ordre National de la Legion d’honneur” (which translates to: Knight in the National Legion of 
Honour) in recognition of their role and sacrifice during the D-Day landings. 
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The three Veterans are: 
 

• Gerald Fleming, who served in the Eighth Army 

• John McIntosh, who served in the First Battalion Light Infantry 

• Ronald Sanderson, who served in the Eleventh Battalion of the Royal Scots Fusiliers. 
 
In accordance with Section 249 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended by Section 180 
of the Local Government Planning and Land Act 1980), it is necessary to hold a special meeting of 
Wisbech Town for the purpose conferring upon a person or group the title of Honorary Freeman. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor 
Tibbs, that the necessary arrangements be made for the convening of a special meeting of Wisbech 
Town Council to formally confer upon Gerald Fleming, John McIntosh and Ronald Sanderson the 
Honorary Freedom of the Town of Wisbech.  
 
86/17   Skateboard Park provision in Wisbech 
 
Councillor Miss Cobb sought members’ support for the provision of improved skateboarding facilities 
in Wisbech. She informed members that a group had begun fundraising for refurbishment of the 
facility at Bath Road and that here is also support from the Fenland Citizen newspaper. Previous 
fundraising by former Councillor Mrs Bucknor had also been offered towards new proposals. 
 
The Deputy Clerk read out correspondence from the Head of Leisure Services at Fenland District 
Council, which says: 
 
“As you may be aware, the skate park at Bath Road has recently suffered vandalism, and that, along 
with wear and tear over the past few years, has led to the Council removing parts of the park and 
putting it out of action due to safety concerns. 

 
To replace the equipment is very expensive, especially as replacement kit will need to be concrete 
to ensure a long life and reduced costs from vandalism.  I am currently investigating what Section 
106 balance is being held for Wisbech with regards to Leisure use.  If there is a reasonable sum 
available, it may be possible to lever in additional support from WREN / Mick George / Groundworks 
/ Green Energy etc. funding pots that would then be sufficient to replace the damaged skate park. 

 
Could your members please discuss the current skate park site at Bath Road. As you know, it 
requires refurbishment and this will cost a considerable sum to ensure that it has a new injection of 
life and can be used for many years to come.   

 
Subject to successful funding applications) the refurbishment could be open for young people by late 
spring / early summer next year”. 
 
Members decided that the comments of Councillor Miss Cobb be noted and that the Deputy Clerk 
would respond to Fenland District Council requesting that this matter be progressed. The Mayor 
pledged £1,000 from the Mayor’s Charities Fund towards the cost of the scheme. 
 
87/17   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Councillor Hill, as a representative of the Wisbech in Bloom group, informed members that Wisbech 
had won a successive 10th Gold Award in the Anglia in Bloom awards. 
 
Members congratulated the Wisbech in Bloom group and thanked them for their efforts in 
maintaining the wonderful displays around Wisbech. 
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In addition, the Mayor invited members to congratulate the Waterlees in Bloom Street Pride group, 
which had won the ‘Best Urban Community’ award and received a Silver Gilt Award. 
 
Congratulations were given and the information noted by members. 
 
88/17   Correspondence 
 
The Deputy Clerk informed members that there are currently no such items for reporting to the 
council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
89/17   Notice board/information update 
 
The Deputy Clerk informed members that there are currently no such items for reporting to the 
council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
90/17   Wisbech Castle  
 
Further to minute 68/17, members considered certain matters in relation to the council’s acquisition 
of this building, to include surveying the condition of the building and having vacant possession at 
the time of acquisition. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy proposed to members that the Fenland District Council’s Conservation Officer 
be asked to meet to go through the survey which had been commissioned by the County Council 
and to advise where necessary. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy proposed to members that the County Council transfers the Castle to Wisbech 
Town Council with vacant possession. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, that the proposals of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor 
Tibbs, be approved. 
 
(Members resolved to exclude the public for this item of business on the grounds that it involved the 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972) 
 
91/17   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 23 
October 2017, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.40 pm 
 
 

 
Signed ............................................................  
 
 
Date .......................................................... 
 


