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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

24 July 2017 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Tierney, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Mrs Cox (until 
8.50 pm), Hill, Hodgson, Miss Hoy, Human (Deputy Mayor), Oliver, Miss Oliver, Rackley, Tibbs and 
Wing. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Mrs MacRae and Schooling, 
 
40/17   Public participation – footway clearance 
 
A parishioner stated that he wishes to place on record his appreciation of the actions of Councillor 
Rackley in achieving clearance of a footway which links Bath Road and Bramley Road, Wisbech. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the parishioner be noted. 
 
41/17   Student of the Year Award 
 
Further to minute 31/17, the Mayor introduced to members the young lady who had received the top 
award (i.e. Best Student) in the COWA Student of the Year Awards; that being Annabel Homewood, 
who lives in Wisbech. 
 
Members decided that Miss Homewood be congratulated on her achievement, which they signified 
with applause. 
 
42/17   Healthy Fenland Project 
 
Members received a presentation from Mrs J Jeffryes, Community Development Officer at Care 
Network, in respect of the Healthy Fenland project. 
 
Mrs Jeffryes explained that the aim of the Healthy Fenland project is to support communities in the 
district to do more for themselves and be active. The funding for the project is provided by 
Cambridgeshire County Council. She mentioned that the project is delivered by a team of three and 
she explained the respective roles performed by each team member. The Healthy Fenland Team is 
able to assist with all aspects of setting-up a new community group or activity, including helping with 
applications for funding from the Healthy Fenland Fund (managed by the Cambridgeshire 
Community Foundation). Mrs Jeffryes explained the process relating to applications for funding and 
that there are two funding “pots”; one provides funding for up to £1,500 and the other provides 
funding up to £5,000. 
 
The Healthy Fenland Team is able to provide assistance with any idea which helps to improve 
people’s physical or mental health, including general well-being. Mrs Jeffryes gave examples of 
some of the activities/groups which have benefitted from support by way of the Healthy Fenland 
project, including the Wisbech Warblers sing-along group, the Grief and Loss Group and the Trinity 
Bowls Club. The Healthy Fenland project operates a website, through which community groups 
could be publicised. 
 
Mrs Jeffryes informed the council that there appear to be a number of activities and groups for 
women in Fenland but much less so for men. Consequently, Mrs Jeffryes is looking to establish a 
Men’s Shed Group in Wisbech. She explained the manner in which she sees such a group operating 
and sought members’ support in “spreading the word” with regard to the Healthy Fenland project in 
general and the plan to establish a Men’s Shed Group in particular. 
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Mrs Jeffryes responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members decided that the information presented be noted and that the council would lend its 
support, as appropriate, to the aims and objectives of the Healthy Fenland project. 
 
43/17   Vacancies in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
The Clerk reported formally the resignation from membership of Wisbech Town Council, on 27 June 
2017, of Michael Bucknor and Virginia Bucknor and that he had informed Fenland District Council, 
as the Elections Authority, of that situation. Consequently, the Returning Officer at Fenland District 
Council had published, on 28 June 2017, formal notice of the vacancies. 
 
The notice of vacancies gave the opportunity, under the Local Elections (Parishes and 
Communities) Rules 1986, for ten local government electors for the Waterlees Village Ward to give 
notice to the Returning Officer, by 26 July 2017, for the vacancies to be filled by election. On 3 July 
2017 the Returning Officer received such a notice for these two vacancies plus the one resulting 
from the resignation of Alan Lay (minute 24/17 refers) to be filled by way of an election. 
 
The Returning Officer has stated that the date of the election, if contested, would be 31 August 
2017; notice of the election would be published on 26 July and the deadline for the submission of 
nomination papers would be 3 August (no later than 4.00 pm). 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
44/17   Membership of committees 
 
Members considered the appointment of a member to the council’s Assets Management Committee, 
to fill the vacancy resulting from Mr Bucknor’s resignation from membership of Wisbech Town 
Council (minute 43/17 refers). 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Miss Tibbs, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that filling 
of the vacancy on this and other committees of the council should wait until the vacancies in the 
membership of Wisbech Town Council had been filled. 
  
45/17   Cambridgeshire Constabulary  
 
No officer of Cambridgeshire Constabulary attended the meeting nor, on this occasion, had a report 
been provided by any officer of the local policing team, for reporting by the Clerk to members. 
 
Members expressed their disappointment at the absence of any information from the Constabulary 
in relation to the crime and disorder situation in Wisbech and any other matters of relevance in terms 
of police activities. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that the Clerk would both inform the Police 
Inspector for Fenland of the council’s disappointment at the absence of any information from the 
Constabulary and seek to obtain such a report, for forwarding to members. 
 
46/17   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
(1) Flood defence wall, South Brink, Wisbech 
 

Further to minute 8/17, the Clerk informed members that the repair works to the flood defence 
wall had been undertaken. 
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Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
(2) Children’s Centres 
 

The Mayor made reference to the current consultation exercise being undertaken by 
Cambridgeshire County Council in relation to the future provision of Children’s Centres across 
the County. He encouraged members to respond to the on-line consultation in respect of 
possible changes to provision of these facilities, to help retain Children’s Centres in Wisbech. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Mayor be noted and acted upon. 

 
47/17   Fenland District Council 
 
(1)   Information 
 

The Clerk reported that he had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV 
performance, Section 106 Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter 
and that he had forwarded, last week, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Public Space Protection Orders consultation 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the consultation exercise which is being undertaken currently 
by Fenland District Council; the exercise operates for a period of four weeks from 14 July 2017. 
A copy of the letter from Fenland District Council in relation to this consultation exercise had 
been forwarded to all members of the council by the Clerk in advance of the meeting. 
 
The new Public Space Protection Orders, aimed at addressing anti-social behaviour linked to 
the public consumption of alcohol, would come into effect across Fenland in October 2017; the 
areas proposed at Wisbech are: 

 

• St Peter’s Gardens and Sensory Gardens 

• Memorial Gardens (The Crescent) 

• Tillery Field Park. 
 

Members decided that the situation be noted and that they would respond individually to the 
consultation exercise. 
 

(3) Wisbech 2020 Vision 
 

Further to minute 9/17 (2), members received a presentation From Mr G Garford, Corporate 
Director at Fenland District Council, on the current position regarding the Wisbech 2020 Vision.  
 
Mr Garford reminded members of the background to the Wisbech 2020 Vision, which was 
launched in 2013. All of the local authorities which deliver services in Wisbech, plus the local 
Member of Parliament and a number of agencies and businesses agree that there is a need for 
a greater focus upon Wisbech. The original Wisbech 2020 Vision contained 29 actions arranged 
under three themes of work, live and visit; progress has been made with a number of the 
actions since 2013. 
 
In 2015 there had been a comprehensive refresh of the Wisbech 2020 Vision, which included 
the establishment of a formal Steering Group at the end of that year; part of the group’s remit is 
to ensure a more rigorous approach to developing the actions required to deliver the strategy. 
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Mr Garford informed members of the work which had been undertaken, led by the Steering 
Group, over the last twelve months; this had resulted in the production, following stakeholder 
engagement and unprecedented baseline research, of a refreshed Wisbech 2020 Vision 
document. He detailed to members the results of consultation with the public; the following 
questions had been asked: 
 

• What three things are best about Wisbech?: top answer was attractive old buildings 

• Which three things most need improving in Wisbech?: top answer was health. 
 

Mr Garford provided details of the baseline data collected in the categories of (1) Health, 
Wellbeing and Cohesion; (2) Education and Skills; (3) Local Economy. 
 
Members were informed by Mr Garford of the key achievements of the Wisbech 2020 Vision to 
date; these include: 
 

• improvements to dilapidated buildings across the town, including the former Belfast site on 
Nene Quay 

• successful £1.9 million Heritage Lottery Fund to regenerate Wisbech High Street 

• investment in skills training for young people, including the £7.2 million Technology Centre 
opened at the College of West Anglia 

• Infrastructure for Growth campaign, investigating a Wisbech to Cambridge rail link, route 
options and costings for A47 Thorney to Wisbech. Recent Combined Authority approval for 
A47 and M11/A47 link feasibility funding at a cost of £1.75 million 

• Wisbech Access Study £1million design and £10.5 million infrastructure to remove transport 
impediments to growth 

• the ‘big idea’ of Wisbech Garden Town – 12,000 new homes. Combined Authority recently 
allocated £6.5 million to complete a full business assessment of the proposals 

• new affordable and private housing on the Nene Waterfront site 

• adoption of a masterplan for South Wisbech industrial zone and the development of East 
Wisbech housing site (1,550 dwellings) 

• approval by Fenland District Council to promote an Enterprise Zone, via the Greater 
Cambridge and Greater Peterborough Local Enterprise Partnership, for south Wisbech 
employment area 

• improvements to living conditions and tackling rogue landlords through projects such as 
Operation Pheasant  

• opening of new Tesco bus service route 68 in the town 

• new brown signs and further promotion of Wisbech as an ideal tourism destination 

• £6 million Government Opportunity Area Funding (Fenland and East Cambridgeshire 
Districts) for education improvements to local schools. 
 

Mr Garford mentioned that a refreshed Wisbech 2020 Vision document had been produced, 
which is simpler, shorter and designed to engage; it covers comprehensively the four themes of 
(1) Education and Skills; (2) Health, Wellbeing and Cohesion; Infrastructure and the Built 
Environment; (4) Local Economy. Each of the themes contains a series of actions, supported by 
a delivery matrix. 
 
The delivery matrix for the refreshed Wisbech 2020 Vision provides more detailed guidance on 
each of the actions for specific partners and would be reviewed monthly at Steering Group 
meetings. The matrix is accompanied by Performance Management Frameworks for each 
project, to establish milestones and co-ordinate all partners. 
 
Membership of the Wisbech 2020 Steering Group includes representatives of Fenland District 
Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, Wisbech Town Council, Combined Authority, Public 
Health, Anglian Water, Local Enterprise Partnership, Thomas Clarkson Academy, Wisbech 
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Schools Partnership. The Steering Group will increase communication and awareness of the 
Wisbech 2020 Vision over 2017 and 2018. 

 
Mr Garford responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that one of the aims of the vision should be to 
ensure that appropriate jobs are available locally for those who develop enhanced skills as a 
result improvements to learning opportunities. She suggested that a “Made in Wisbech” 
campaign could assist in raising the profile of the town. 
 
Councillor Hodgson expressed his thanks to the representatives of all of the local authorities 
and organisations which had been involved in this project for the time and effort that they had 
devoted and he mentioned that the Wisbech 2020 Vision would be the subject of discussion, 
next week, at a meeting of Fenland District Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Councillor Wing thanked Mr Garford for such an informative presentation and stated that he is 
particularly interested in the educational aspects of the Wisbech 2020 Vision. In response to 
Councillor Wing’s question with regard to educational attainment levels in Wisbech, Mr Garford 
commented that the pupils who originate from Eastern European countries are generally “out 
performing* those who were born in Wisbech. 
 
Councillor Rackley expressed the opinion that, because of its high levels of deprivation, 
additional spending in the Waterlees Village ward is required. In addition, there is, in his opinion, 
a need for additional car parking provision in the town. In response, Mr Garford stated that there 
would be a focus on the Waterlees Village ward because of the low educational attainment 
levels in that ward. With regard to the availability of car parking spaces in Wisbech, Mr Garford 
commented that, with the exception of peak times (as is the case with most towns), there is 
currently a sufficient number of car parking spaces to meet the demand; this issue would be 
considered as part of any expansion plans for the town. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that any plans for housing growth must be supported 
by appropriate community infrastructure. He added that he concurs with the comments of 
Councillor Miss Hoy with regard to a “Made in Wisbech” campaign. 

 
Members decided that the information presented by Mr Garford and the comments of members 
be noted and that Wisbech Town Council supports the refreshed Wisbech 2020 Vision 
document (including the delivery matrix). 
 

(4) Wisbech Garden Town 
 

Members received a presentation from Gary Garford, Corporate Director at Fenland District 
Council, on the Wisbech Garden Town proposal. 
 
Mr Garford commented that the Wisbech Garden Town proposal is merely an idea currently and 
that the aim of his presentation is to bring the town council “up to speed” on how it has 
progressed since his previous presentation to Wisbech Town Council (minute 161/15 (4) refers).  
 
Mr Garford explained the concept of the Wisbech Garden Town and commented that it is 
essential that the new town would integrate with the existing town. He made the point that when 
asking the public about what they would like to see in Wisbech, they mention shops operated by 
large national retailers, such as Marks and Spencer and Next; he is aware that such retailers do 
not consider opening premises in towns which have a population of less than 40,000. A 
Wisbech Garden Town is likely to have a population in excess of 50,000. 
 
Full delivery of a Wisbech Garden Town would take place over a period of 40 years. 
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Mr Garford explained that the vision of the Wisbech Garden Town is to: 

 

• address deprivation challenges via growth 

• produce a pro-growth area with limited impediments 

• achieve housing growth (12,000 additional homes) 

• deliver growth at speed through accelerated construction 

• improve education, skills and health 

• reduce the welfare bill and increase taxation revenue 

• achieve business opportunities and inward investments 

• create an enhanced town centre 

• raise aspiration 

• reduce deprivation 

• improve connectivity. 
 

The ask of Government is: 
 

• recognising the linkage between education/welfare/health and growth/investment 

• a rail link from Wisbech to Cambridge and Peterborough in under 45 minutes 

• Ely North junction rail improvements to increase capacity and frequency on the line 

• dual carriageway the A47 Thorney to Wisbech, enhancing the key east-west economic 
corridor 

• main serviced infrastructure-flood mitigation/water resource 

• detailed project management and feasibility work 

• set up costs for governance arrangements 

• capital and revenue support to assist with delivery. 
 

The benefits of the Wisbech Garden Town proposal are considered to be: 
 

• driving inward investment to Wisbech and Fenland 

• supporting Government in achieving national housing targets 

• better access to employment and education for residents 

• reducing the welfare bill and increasing tax receipts 

• enhanced jobs/skills/wages/aspirations 

• housing pressures in and around Cambridge eased, stabilising house prices in the County 

• better travel times to Cambridge, Peterborough, London and the North 

• economic and retail investment in Wisbech/Fenland. 
 

Mr Garford mentioned that the Wisbech Garden Town proposal has comprehensive support 
from a considerable number of agencies, organisations, local authorities and businesses; these 
include Fenland District Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, Wisbech Town Council, 
Steve Barclay MP, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge 
and Greater Peterborough LEP, the Homes and Communities Agency, Anglian Water, 
University of Cambridge, Imperial College London and Internal Drainage Boards. 
 
Mr Garford explained to members the results of a public consultation exercise (undertaken in 
September/October 2016), through which members of the public were asked to indicate their 
top priorities for a Wisbech Garden Town. The top three priorities resulting from this exercise 
were the provision of a direct rail link to Cambridge, town centre improvements and dualling of 
the A47 to Peterborough. 
 
Members were informed by Mr Garford of the progress which had been achieved so far in 
developing the Wisbech Garden Town concept, including: 
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• high level meetings with the Department for Communities and Local Government and the 
Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) (January 2017) 

• HCA seconded  its Head of Area to develop a viability report (Feb-March 2017) 

• report concluded concept sound, financial case viable but more detailed work required 

• £180,000 successful bid for HCA capacity funding 

• £50,000 successful bid to Dutch Government to support flood work 

• New Mayor of Combined Authority (CA) includes Garden Town in his 100 day plan (May 
2017) 

• CA Board on 28 June 2017 – support for 2 year feasibility work (includes rail link) costing  
£6.5 million 

• A47 dualling feasibility (£0.5 million) and M11/A47 link (£1.25 million) proposals also 
approved by CA Board. 

 
Mr Garford outlined the key findings to date, including: 
 

• Wisbech to Cambridge rail link – consideration to GRIP3 stage. Cost of rail link estimated at 
£116 million 

• dualling of A47 Thorney to Wisbech – desk top feasibility study completed. Cost estimated at 
£350 million 

• business and job opportunities – (inter connection with Cambridge/Peterborough) 

• need for additional housing 

• school standards require improvement 

• retail offer requires improvement 

• improved connectivity essential – A47, rail, local and digital. 
 

The financial appraisal for the Wisbech Garden Town shows: 
 

• housing numbers – 12,000 units (366 hectares) 

• housing mix – market sales 90%, starter homes 10% 

• employment space - 110 hectares (15 hectares of retail, 15 hectares of office space and 80 
hectares of industry) 

• amenity space – 27 hectares (2 secondary, 4 primary, health and community) 

• green space (includes country park) of 245 hectares 

• Roads and drainage – 29 hectares. 
 

Mr Garford explained to members the next steps in this project, which would lead to the 
submission, in the autumn of 2017, of proposals to the Department for Communities and Local 
Government, for acceptance on the Garden City Prospectus. 
 
Mr Garford responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy commented that the Mayor of the new Combined Authority had taken a 
very positive stance on this proposal. She expressed the opinion that the additional housing 
provision within the Garden Town proposal should not take place unless accompanied by the 
necessary community infrastructure. 
 
Councillor Wing thanked Mr Garford for this presentation. He suggested that thought would 
need to be given as to whether it would be possible for purchasers of “pre-fabricated” housing to 
be able to obtain a mortgage. In addition, he made reference to the SWOT analysis which Mr 
Garford had mentioned when explaining the key findings and enquired as to the Threats which 
had been identified. In response, Mr Garford stated that the “prefabricated” housing would be of 
a construction standard which would make them eligible for a mortgage and he outlined some of 
the Threats which had been identified through the SWOT analysis. 
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Councillor Hodgson asked whether it would be possible for the Wisbech Garden Town proposal 
to be delivered in less than forty years. In response, Mr Garford stated that the estimated 
timescale is based upon an assumed construction rate of 300 new houses per annum (300 
houses x 40 years = 12,000 houses). However, the current construction rate in Wisbech is less 
than 100 per annum; the rate at which new housing provision actually takes place would be 
down to market forces. 

 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that the people of Wisbech need to be asked if they 
would be happy for Wisbech to double in size. In response, Mr Garford acknowledged that it is 
important to have the local community “on board”. 
 
Members decided that the information presented by Mr Garford and the comments of members 
be noted. 
 

48/17   Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 26 June 2017 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that the 
minutes of the Town Council meeting of 26 June 2017 be confirmed and signed. 
 
49/17   Minutes of committees  
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee of 26 June 2017 
(2) Assets Management Committee of 3 July 2017 
(3) Policy and Resources Committee of 10 July 2017 
(4) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee of 10 July 2017. 

 
Members decided that the contents of these minutes, including the decisions made by the 
committees, be noted. 
 
50/17   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council, including: 
 

• Civic Walk (led by Peter Clayton) 

• Wisbech Chamber of Commerce meeting 

• Opening of the Alderman Payne Primary School’s reading bus 

• Rose Fair (many activities, including welcoming, with the Deputy Mayor) visiting coaches 

• Wisbech Reads Festival at the Orchards Primary School 

• Fenland District Council Chairman’s Civic Reception 

• Garden Party at Rose Lodge 

• Wisbech Grammar School’s fundraising day at the Tesco superstore 

• The Arles Festival 

• Opening of the new Helping Hands facility at Wisbech 

• Girl Guides 100th Anniversary celebration 

• Various visits to care homes for residents’ birthday celebrations 

• Launch of the new Service 68 bus route 
 
The Mayor expressed his thanks to the Deputy Mayor for attending other events in his stead. 
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The Mayor informed members that fundraising for the Mayor’s Charity Fund is going well, with 
£5,510 having been raised to date; some of that funding would soon be spent on purchasing a 
mobile defibrillator kit for use in the town. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
51/17   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, mentioned that she had reminded members at the 
last Council meeting (minute 32/17 refers) of the decision of the Community Events and Festivals 
Committee around a year ago to introduce a scheme to recognise the “unsung heroes” of Wisbech; 
i.e. those members of the public who support, without financial reward, the community of Wisbech 
(including the volunteering at community events and festivals). At minute 32/17 Councillor Miss Hoy 
had invited councillors to volunteer to become members of a working party which would agree the 
operational arrangements for such an awards scheme and had asked those who would be 
interested to inform the Clerk or her. She commented that she still looking for members for this 
working party; once again, she asked those who would be interested to inform the Clerk or her. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy reminded members that at the last meeting of the Council (minute 32/17 refers) 
members agreed a number of key priorities and projects for the short-term (current financial year) 
and longer-term; these were: 
 

• short-term: progressing the work on delivering a scheme of enhancement to Wisbech Market 
Place; progressing work on implementing a new Cleansing Contract; progressing the work on 
acquiring Wisbech Castle;  
 

• longer-term: examining possible additional income streams; producing a new Wisbech Town 
Plan; working in closer collaboration with the Police and Crime Commissioner to explore funding 
models which could increase the number of Police Officers in Wisbech and visibility; to be 
involved fully in development of the Garden Town proposal. 
 

With regard to the short-term proposals, Councillor Miss Hoy stated that she is pleased to be able to 
report that work on delivering two of the three priorities was “kicked off” by the Assets Management 
Committee a couple of weeks ago; that work includes undertaking a public consultation exercise in 
relation to enhancement of Wisbech Market Place, which is currently underway on-line and runs 
until 31 July 2017. The Assets Management Committee has sought to make it clear to the public and 
consultees that the council has no pre-conceived ideas or proposals for the enhancement of 
Wisbech Market Place and that, as far as is possible, any scheme agreed would reflect the outcome 
of the consultation exercise. 
 
With regard to the other key priority for the current financial year, i.e. progressing the work on 
acquiring Wisbech Castle, Councillor Miss Hoy would be reporting on the current position at minute 
57/17. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy reminded members that this year’s Wisbech Rock Festival would take place in 
Wisbech Park on 6 August (operating between 11.00 am and 8.00 pm) and she encouraged all 
members of the council to attend the Rock Festival and to “lend a helping hand” if they are able to 
do so. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
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52/17   Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 
In accordance with minute 127/16, members of Wisbech Town Council have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the Leader of the Council. Questions to the Leader must be submitted in writing to the 
Clerk no less than five clear working days prior to the date of the meeting at which the answer would 
be expected. 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted by any member of the council, to be 
answered by the Leader of the Council at this meeting. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and, on the proposal of Councillor Tibbs, seconded by 
Councillor Balsevics, that this item would feature on future agendas for meetings of Wisbech Town 
Council only if questions for the Leader of the Council had been submitted to the Clerk. 
 
53/17   Members’ Handbook 
 
Further to minute 16/17, members considered a proposed Members’ Handbook, produced by the 
Clerk, to replace the current Civic Handbook. The Clerk had circulated a draft copy of the document 
to all members of the council in advance of the meeting. 
 
Councillor Oliver invited the Leader of the Council to summarise the main differences between the 
proposed new Members’ Handbook and the current Civic Handbook. In response, Councillor Miss 
Hoy commented that the new document contains less text explaining the roles of council staff and 
had been updated to reflect changes which had occurred over recent years to some of the council’s 
practices, as well as clarifying expectations in terms of members’ attendance at civic occasions and 
other such events. 
 
Councillor Oliver expressed the opinion, with which there was concurrence by other members, that 
as the proposed Members’ Handbook is a document for the guidance of members and not a “rule 
book”, the title of the document ought to reflect that situation. 
 
Councillor Hodgson expressed the opinion that reference should be made in the document that 
Wisbech is twinned with Arles. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Wing, 
that the new Members’ Guidance Handbook, which would include reference on its front cover to the 
fact that Wisbech is twinned with Arles (to appear in the same way as on Wisbech Town Council’s 
letterhead) be adopted. 
 
54/17   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
(1) Wisbech Arles Twinning Club 
 

Further to minute 36/17, Councillor Hodgson informed members that the Arles Festival, which 
had taken place on Sunday 16 July 2017 had been very successful; in his opinion, the most 
successful of those which had been held to date. 

 
Councillor Hodgson mentioned that all of those who had attended the event, which included a 
party of fourteen residents of Arles, had enjoyed themselves. He expressed his thanks to the 
Mayor, his Consort and their son for attending the festival. He thanked also Trevor Ketteringham 
(who volunteers his time to assist with the operation of a number of events for Wisbech Town 
Council) for his support, on voluntary basis, in the operation of this year’s Arles Festival. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Hodgson be noted. 
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(2) Wisbech and Fenland Museum 
 

Further to minute 176/16, Councillor Oliver informed members that the Wisbech and Fenland 
Museum had secured funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a Resilience Officer, whose 
role is to assist in making the museum more accessible to members of the public and to make it 
viable financially. 
 
A survey has been undertaken and a report on the results had been presented last week to the 
museum’s Board of Directors. The report has identified a number of options to be explored, 
which would be considered at the next meeting of the Board. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Oliver be noted. 
 

(3) CCTV 
 

Councillor Oliver reported on his attendance, on 20 July 2017, at a meeting of the Fenland 
CCTV Partner Liaison Group, at which attendees had been informed of the “headline” issues in 
each of the four towns in Fenland and details of the manner in which the CCTV system 
operates. In terms of operation of the system, there would be a migration from fibre optic lines 
(as the means of transmission between the cameras and the control room) to microwave; it is 
anticipated that this would take place in late August or early September of this year. 
 
Councillor Oliver commented that once the cameras become wireless, it would be possible to 
re-locate them, if circumstances so required, more easily. 
 
Officers at Fenland District Council are currently working on the production of a revised Service 
Level Agreement, for the provision of this service for a further three years from April 2018, and it 
is anticipated that Wisbech Town Council would receive a draft version within the next couple of 
months. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by Councillor Oliver be noted. 

 
55/17   Correspondence 
 
The Clerk informed members that there are currently no such items in need of reporting to council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
56/17   Notice board/information update 
 
Wisbech Rock Festival 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the Wisbech Rock Festival, which, this year, would take place in 
Wisbech Park, between 11.00 and 8.00 pm, on Sunday 6 August 2017. 

 
The event, which had been organised by Wisbech Town Council’s Community Events and Festivals 
Committee, supported by a working party of councillors and members of the local community, would 
include 

 

• 9 live bands performing on the main stage 

• Dance music stage 

• Acoustic stage 

• fairground rides 
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• face painting and body art 

• various stalls and activities 

• food and drink vendors. 

Posters for the event had been circulated widely around Wisbech and publicity for the event had 
also been given via social media and the placing of banners at certain locations around the town. In 
addition, the Clerk would be producing an article for the Fenland Citizen newspaper, which would 
also form the basis of a press release for wider circulation. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 
57/17   Wisbech Castle 
 
Further to minute 32/17, Councillor Miss Hoy updated members on this project. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that a final version of Wisbech Town Council’s business 
case, which had been circulated to all members for comment/input, had been submitted to 
Cambridgeshire County Council. The terms proposed by the County Council had not changed from 
those agreed by Wisbech Town Council at minute 22/17; those being leasing from the County 
Council the Wisbech Castle at a peppercorn rent and the offer of a loan from that council, to be re-
paid over a period of 25 years, of a sum of £150,000 for the purpose of undertaking repairs and 
improvement works to the building. 
 
Members were informed by Councillor Miss Hoy that the Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Finance 
Officer at Cambridgeshire County Council would be recommending to the County Council’s 
Commercial and Investments Committee, which meets on 28 July 2017, that: 
 
a. it decides whether or not to lease Wisbech Castle to Wisbech Town Council at less than best 

consideration; 
b. subject to the decision at a, it determines the tenure and length of the lease; 
c. it delegates the agreement of the final Heads of Terms to the Deputy Chief Executive in 

consultation with the Chairman of the Commercial and Investments Committee. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy commented that she is very hopeful of a positive outcome to this situation. 
 
Members decided that the current situation be noted. 
 
58/17   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 21 August 
2017, to commence at 7.30 pm, at the Town Hall in Wisbech. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 9.05 pm. 
 
 

 
Signed ........................................................................ 

 
Date .......................................................... 
 


