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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

24 April 2017 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

Present: Councillor Tibbs, Chairman (and Town Mayor); Councillors Balsevics, Mrs Cox, Hill, Miss 
Hoy, Human, Lay, Mrs MacRae, McLaren, Oliver, Miss Oliver and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Hodgson, Rackley and Schooling. 
 
166/16   Public participation 
 
(1) Flood defence wall, South Brink, Wisbech 

 
A parishioner mentioned the damaged condition, which she considers to be worsening, of the 
flood defence wall, opposite the junction with Coalwharf Road, on South Brink and enquired as 
to whether the Town Council is aware of any plans for repair this structure. 
 
With the consent of the Mayor, the Clerk responded to the parishioner’s enquiry. He commented 
that Wisbech Town Council had been consulted recently by Cambridgeshire County Council, as 
Local Highway Authority, on a request from the Environment Agency for re-alignment of the 
kerb at that location to avoid vehicles causing damage to the flood defence wall; it is anticipated 
that the wall would be repaired following the kerbing works. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the parishioner and the Clerk be noted. 
 

(2) Bandstand, Wisbech Park 
 

A parishioner enquired as to whether the Town Council is aware of when the security fencing 
around the bandstand in Wisbech Park is scheduled for removal. 
 
Members noted the parishioner’s enquiry and accepted the offer of the Clerk to ascertain from 
the Parks and Open Spaces Manager at Fenland District Council the situation with regard to 
removal of the security fencing around the bandstand. 

 
167/16   Vacancy in the membership of Wisbech Town Council 
 
Further to minute 150/16, the Clerk reported that the election had been contested - there are three 
candidates for the one seat – and the poll would take place on 4 May 2017. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
168/16   Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
 
PCSO Dave Russ, accompanied by PCSO Liam Ward, attended the meeting to provide members 
with information on recent incidents of crime and disorder in Wisbech. 
 
PCSO Russ mentioned the recent death of a Lithuanian female, which is being treated by the 
Constabulary as a murder case; as a result of enquiries, a male is in custody.  
 
PCSO Russ stated that the top priority for the local policing team currently is thefts from shops. He 
informed the council that tackling street drinking remains a priority for the local policing team and 
that officers are working with the Fenland Community Safety Partnership and the Alcohol 
Partnership in that regard.  
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The PCSO added that the local policing team continues to issue approximately 100 penalty notices 
for illegal or inconsiderate parking in the town each month. In addition, speed enforcement is being 
undertaken by Special Constables and PCSOs within Wisbech. 
 
The council was informed by PCSO Russ that the Constabulary is dealing with incidents of drug 
dealing on the Waterlees ward. He mentioned also that recent activity as part of Operation Pheasant 
had delivered positive results in relation to issues of “modern day slavery”. 
 
PCSO Russ commented that appear to be no plans currently to re-locate Wisbech Police Station. 
 
PCSO Russ responded to members’ questions. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that she had sent an e-mail recently to the NPT e-mail address 
regarding parking issues on Elizabeth Terrace but had received no response. PCSO Russ 
undertook to carry out patrols of that area and to issue tickets to vehicles which are found to be 
parked illegally or inconsiderately.  
 
Councillor Hill commented upon both the speed at which some vehicles are being driven through the 
Market Place and the fact that some motorists ignore the One Way traffic system which operates in 
that area and he requested that the officers of the local policing team look out for these issues whilst 
undertaking parking enforcement activities in the town. 
 
Councillor McLaren made the point that the CCTV statistics provided, by Fenland District Council, to 
the Town Council show an increase in crimes at certain times of the year and he enquired as to the 
approach of the Constabulary in addressing these trends. In response, PCSO Russ commented that 
all incidents reported to the Constabulary are dealt with on a priority basis (depending upon the 
nature of the incident). 
 
In addition, Councillor McLaren mentioned that the double yellow lines at Walsoken had now been 
re-laid; therefore, the means exists for the Constabulary to undertake parking enforcement. 
 
In response to comments made by Councillor Mrs MacRae with regard to groups of young people 
cycling through the town centre paying no heed to motorists and pedestrians, PCSO Russ stated 
that the Constabulary would deliver “messages” via the local schools as to appropriate and safe 
cycling. 
 
With regard to parking enforcement, Councillor Lay commented that, although he is aware of the 
limited resources available to the Constabulary and the need for it to prioritise its workload, the 
issuing of 100 tickets per month is not an impressive figure; it equates to an average of less than 4 
per day; he suggested that achieving a figure of 4 per hour would be more realistic. 
 
Councillor Tierney mentioned that he had received complaints from members of the public regarding 
vehicles being driven at speed along Queens Road and requested that the Constabulary 
undertakes, when resources allow, some enforcement activity in that area. 
 
Councillor Lay made comment upon Councillor Tierney’s concerns regarding speeding in Wisbech; 
he considers this situation to be hypocritical, given Councillor Tierney’s opposition to the “Twenty’s 
Plenty” campaign a couple of years ago. In response, Councillor Tierney explained his rationale for 
not supporting the “Twenty’s Plenty” campaign. 
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Councillor Balsevics congratulated the Constabulary on its continued efforts to address illegal and 
inconsiderate parking in Wisbech; he commented that he had certainly noticed an improved 
situation. 
  
Members decided that the information reported by PCSO Russ be noted. 
 
169/16   Fenland District Council 
 
(1) Information 
 

The Clerk had been sent, by e-mail, information in respect of CCTV performance, Section 106 
Planning Obligations details and the council’s Environment newsletter and that he had 
forwarded, earlier today, the e-mail and attachments to all members of the council. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 

 
(2) Consultations 

 
The Clerk reminded members of two consultation exercises being undertaken currently by 
Fenland District Council, details of which had been forwarded to members of the council 
previously, as follows: 
 

• a revised Leisure Strategy, to which comments could be made on-line by respondents by the 
deadline of 30 April 2017 

• an application for a Street Trading Consent in relation to the siting of a hot food trailer at A47 
layby, heading to Wisbech or at Hostmoor Avenue, March, to which comments could be 
made on-line by respondents by the deadline of 4 May 2017. 

 
Members decided that the information reported by the Clerk be noted. 
 

170/16   Cambridgeshire County Council 
 
(1) Drainage works 
 

The Clerk read to members a letter from the Highways Projects Team at Cambridgeshire 
County Council, informing the owners/occupiers of buildings on North Brink, Wisbech of 
maintenance works currently being undertaken to the drainage system within North Brink. 

 
Officers anticipate that all works would be completed by 5 May 2017 and that every effort would 
be made to minimise any disruption to the public. The County Council is asking that no vehicles 
be parked on the carriageway between the North Brink/Barton Road junction and the Town 
Bridge during the period 24 to 28 April 2017 between 8.00 pm and 5.00 am. 

 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 

(2) Transport Delivery Plan 2017/18 
 

The Clerk reminded members that he had circulated, last week, details provided by the County 
Council of its Transport Delivery Plan (TDP) infrastructure schemes to be delivered in Fenland 
and East Cambridgeshire districts during the financial year 2017/18. 
 
The details provided by the County Council include brief descriptions of the scope, traffic 
management requirements, programme dates and diversion routes where applicable. The  
 



 

  

92 

 

 
County Council has undertaken to keep all stakeholders updated of any changes of dates which 
may occur locally as a result of external factors. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that they would familiarise themselves with the 
TDP schemes which relate to Wisbech. 

. 
171/16   Minutes of 27 March 2017 
 
Members decided, on a proposal by Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Human, that the 
minutes of the meeting of Wisbech Town Council held on 27 March 2017 be confirmed and signed. 
 
172/16   Minutes of committees 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of committee meetings held since the last meeting 
of the Town Council, as follows: 
 
(1) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 27 March 2017 
(2) Policy and Resources Committee – 10 April 2017 
(3) Planning and Community Infrastructure Committee – 10 April 2017. 
 
Members decided that the contents of the minutes reported, including the decisions made by those 
committees, be noted. 
 
173/16   Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor informed members of the civic events that he had attended and activities in which he had 
participated since the last meeting of Wisbech Town Council, including: 
 

• Girls Venture Corps awards ceremony; he commented that there had been an excellent level of 
attendance 

• the Easter Fayre at Glennfield Care Centre; this had been a fundraising event for the residents’ 
Comfort Fund 

• the council’s St George’s Day event; this had been supported well by members of Wisbech Town 
Council and the Royal British Legion. 

 
In addition, the Mayor expressed his thanks to the Deputy Mayor for attending, in his stead, a 
karaoke event at Glennfield Care Centre and the Wisbech Town Cricket Club friendly match against 
the MCC. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Mayor be noted. 
 
174/16   Leader of the Council’s report 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss Hoy, informed members that the Community Events and 
Festivals Working Party continues to work on planning the programme of events which were agreed 
by the committee back in January. The first of those events was the St George’s Day event, which 
took place on Saturday (22 April 2017). She expressed her thanks those who had given their time to 
help on the day and commented that she was pleased to have seen so many smiling children. In 
addition, work is also underway to deliver WisBEACH day on 4 June and the Rock Festival on 6 
August. The bands for the latter event have now been selected and other activities are in the 
process of being booked. 
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Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that both Councillor Oliver and the Clerk had recently undergone 
training which enables them to operate road closures for the council’s events; this means that 
savings would be made by the council in not needing to engage the services of specialist  
contractors to manage the display of signage etc associated with road closures. Application has 
been made to the County Council for closure of the Market Place for the WisBEACH event. 
 
Wisbech Town Council continues to support a number of community projects and initiatives and it is 
pleasing that the project to achieve renovation of the dilapidated buildings on Wisbech High Street is 
now beginning to progress and that the Town Council would be involved in shaping the design of 
The Gap (at 24 High Street) and then management of the site as a community space. 
 
Members were reminded by Councillor Miss Hoy that the Town Council operates a small grants 
budget, to support community groups and that, at its meeting on 10 April 2017, the council’s Policy 
and Resources Committee had considered a number of applications for funding in 2017/18 and the 
decisions are set out at minute R16/16. As approximately 60% of the small grants budget had been 
allocated by the committee, the opportunity exists for further applications to be submitted during the 
remainder of the financial year. 
 
Further to minute 159/16, Councillor Miss Hoy updated members of the project for Wisbech Town 
Council’s acquisition, from Cambridgeshire County Council, of Wisbech Castle. She reported that 
the Clerk and she are still waiting to receive a report from with two officers of the County Council’s 
Transformation Service, with whom they met on 23 March, who had been allocated by the County 
Council to help Wisbech Town Council to: develop the business case; explore further the 
opportunities for income-generating activities, investigate potential sources of grant funding; help to 
evaluate potential options for the operational management of Wisbech Castle. Councillor Miss Hoy 
gave the undertaking that as soon as this information is provided by the County Council it would be 
shared with Town Council members. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy mentioned that the temporary staffing arrangement agreed by the Staffing 
Committee on 8 March 2017 (minute S3/16 refers) is, according to the Clerk, still operating 
successfully. 

 
Members decided that the comments of the Leader of the Council be noted. 
 
175/16   Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 
In accordance with minute 127/16, members of Wisbech Town Council have the opportunity to ask 
questions of the Leader of the Council. Questions to the Leader must be submitted in writing to the 
Clerk no less than five clear working days prior to the date of the meeting at which the answer would 
be expected. 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted by any member of the council, to be 
answered by the Leader of the Council at this meeting. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
176/16   Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 
Further to minute 162/16, Councillor Mrs Cox updated members on the current situation regarding 
the future viability and sustainability of the Wisbech and Fenland Museum. She informed members 
that the museum now has a new Board of Trustees, which is working hard to sustain this important 
resource; approaches would be made by one of the Board members to other museums to see if 
lessons could be learned which would benefit the management and operation of the Wisbech and 
Fenland Museum. 
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Councillor Mrs Cox expressed the opinion that it is thanks to Fenland District Council, Wisbech 
Town Council and the new Trustees that the Wisbech and Fenland Museum is “safe” for at least the 
next two years. 
 
Councillor Oliver informed members that the Project Manager, who had been appointed as a result 
of the funding which had been provided by the Heritage Lotter Fund, had been in post for two weeks 
and had already developed proposals which would deliver improvements over the next two years 
that would make the museum more sustainable in the future. 
 
Members decided that the information reported be noted. 
. 
177/16   Correspondence 
 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils  
 
Members considered the invitation from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local 
Councils (CAPALC) for Wisbech Town Council to become a member of the association, at a cost of 
£1,355.09 for the municipal year 2017/18. 

 
The Clerk outlined briefly the information provided by CAPALC as to the benefits of a local council 
being a member of the association and reminded members that Wisbech Town Council is not 
currently a member of CAPALC, on the basis that members had not been convinced that such 
membership provided good value for money. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy commented that, in addition to the fact that membership of CAPALC does not 
provide good value for money, some the information/advice which had been provided by CAPALC to 
Wisbech Town Council in the past had subsequently been found to have been incorrect. 
 
Councillor Tierney stated that he concurs with the comments made by Councillor Miss Hoy and 
made the point that he could see no tangible benefits for Wisbech Town Council of being a member 
of CAPALC 

 
Members decided, unanimously, on a proposal by Councillor McLaren, seconded by Councillor 
Tierney, that, on the basis that they are still not convinced that such membership provides good 
value for money or a service which would provide any benefit to operation of the council, Wisbech 
Town Council would not become a member of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of 
Local Councils for the municipal year 2017/18. 
 
178/16   Noticeboard/Information update 
 
Wisbech Town Guide 2017 
 
The Clerk reported that the latest version of the Wisbech Town Guide had been published recently 
and that the process of copies being delivered to all properties within the town is underway. It is also 
available on-line at http://www.localauthoritypublishing.co.uk/flip_guides/wisbechguide/index.html or 
via the website of Wisbech Town Council and its Facebook page. 
 
In addition, council staff are in the process of providing copies of the guide to various community 
and public buildings; these include, the Fenland@yourservice shop, Wisbech Library, the Oasis 
Centre, Rosmini Centre, Queen Mary Centre, the Boathouse and the Horsefair Shopping Centre. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted. 
 
 

http://www.localauthoritypublishing.co.uk/flip_guides/wisbechguide/index.html
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179/16   Date of next meeting 
 
Members were reminded that the next meeting of Wisbech Town Council is scheduled for 19 May 
2017 (for Mayor Making) at 12 noon; to re-convene on 22 May 2017 (to transact the remaining 
business) at 7.30 pm, at the offices of Wisbech Town Council. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.05 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed ........................................................................ 
 
 
Date ......................................................................... 
 


