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 WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

WISBECH CASTLE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 12 JULY 2021 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Topgood, Chairman; Councillors Imafidon, Ketteringham, Oliver, Rackley and 
Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillor Maul.  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee held on 14 December 
2020 were confirmed and signed.  
 
W1/21 Public participation - toilet provision 
 
A parishioner expressed the opinion that there is a lack of public toilet provision in the town and 
expressed the hope that any additional provision of such at Wisbech Castle would be of a type that 
would be accessible by disabled persons and also contain facilities for baby-changing. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the parishioner be noted and that they be taken into 
account as part of the discussions at minute W4/21. 
 
W2/21 Election of Chairman  
 
On the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor Rackley, it was decided that 
Councillor Topgood be elected as Chairman of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee for the 
municipal year 2021/22. 
 
W3/21 Election of Vice-Chairman  
 
On the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor Topgood, it was decided that 
Councillor Rackley be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee for 
the municipal year 2021/22. 
 
W4/21 Refurbishment, enhancement and operation of Wisbech Castle 
 
The Chairman updated members on progress which had been made regarding the refurbishment 
and enhancement of Wisbech Castle (the main building, the outbuildings and the garden). 
 
Members were informed by the Chairman that Wisbech Castle had been closed to the public for 
most of this calendar year to date, primarily because of the Covid-19 pandemic. The small team of 
volunteers, socially-distancing and working in accordance with all Government guidance, had 
continued working hard to repair, renovate and improve Wisbech Castle and its grounds; in 
particular, the “upper” garden had been completely transformed. The Chairman paid tribute to the 
work of the Trevor Ketteringham and Amanda Scott for their volunteering work. 
 
Mention was made by the Chairman that work, by volunteers, would begin before the end of this 
month on repairing and then re-painting the wooden gates which face onto Market Street; once that 
work had been completed, the same type of work would be undertaken to the wooden gates which 
face onto Ghost Passage. 
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The Chairman reminded members that a quotation had been accepted, in October of last year, in 
relation to paving works at Wisbech Castle; however, despite council staff “chasing” the contractor 
on a number of occasions since then, no such work had been undertaken. Because of that situation, 
a quotation from a different contractor had been obtained recently; however, that quotation is almost 
30% more expensive than the quotation which had been accepted last year. 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the decision which had been made in July 2019 (at minute W5/19) 
that the toilet/washing facilities for volunteers at Wisbech Castle be improved and he invited them to 
discuss what works ought to be undertaken in that regard. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that there is a need at Wisbech Castle for the provision of 
a permanent portaloo (to be located adjacent to the pump room and the gates which face onto 
Market Street). He mentioned that Councillor Hoy had obtained a very competitive quotation for 
such a hire arrangement; the Clerk read the quotation – which not only includes hire of the facility 
but a weekly emptying and cleaning service - to members. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor 
Oliver, that  
 
(1) the information reported by the Chairman be noted; 

 
(2) further quotations for the paving works at Wisbech Castle be sought; Councillor Rackley 

undertook to identify and contact suitable contractors; 
 

(3) arrangements be made for the creation of a shower room (the exact area of the building to be 
determined) at Wisbech Castle; Councillor Rackley undertook to identify and contact suitable 
contractors for purpose of inviting quotations for that work; 

 
(4) the Clerk would make arrangements for the “permanent” hire (for a period of one year initially) of 

a portaloo (one which is accessible by disabled persons and contains baby-changing facilities) 
from the company which had provided (to Councillor Hoy) the quotation (of £28.75 per week). 

 
W5/21 Events, activities and bookings at Wisbech Castle 
 
The Chairman reported on the latest position regarding events, activities and bookings at Wisbech 
Castle. 
 
Members were informed by the Chairman that the garden had been used for a couple of events 
recently, including the Mayor-making ceremony which had taken place on 21 May 2021. He added 
that the council has taken bookings for wedding ceremonies at Wisbech Castle from August 2021 
onwards and is receiving a number of enquires for such bookings. 
 
The Chairman informed members that the Wisbech Castle garden had been used each weekday 
last week as one of the venues for the Wisbech Reads Festival. He mentioned that, albeit that the 
number of children who had participated this year had been less than the number in previous years, 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the event had been very successful; more than 300 children had 
enjoyed the experience; because of the success of this year’s event, a booking for next year’s 
Wisbech Reads Festival had already been made. 
 
Members were informed by the Chairman that there are a number of bookings for Wisbech Castle 
“in the pipeline” from late June 2021 onwards. One of those bookings is for a series of Escape 
Room events during September and October 2021; the popularity of Wisbech Castle as the venue 
for paranormal events continues to increase. 
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The Chairman mentioned that as well as bookings for the building itself, bookings are being taken 
for the garden. 
 
The Chairman expressed the opinion that, given the current level of actual and potential bookings, 
the financial situation for Wisbech Castle, as a consequence of such income, for the current financial 
year is looking positive. 
 
Members decided that the information reported by the Chairman be noted.  
 
W6/21 Fees and charges 
 
Members considered the introduction of charges for the hire of certain items of equipment, to be 
supplied by the council, in association with bookings at Wisbech Castle. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor 
Topgood, that the following charges be introduced with immediate effect: 
 

•  £15.00 per small gazebo 

•  £30.00 for the marquee. 
 
W7/21 Income proposal 
 
Members considered a proposal from the Clerk, which, through the rental of accommodation at 
Wisbech Castle, would generate an income for the council. 
 
The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, details of the income-generating 
proposal; they included the level of annual income which the arrangement would provide to the 
council and the proposed respective terms and conditions that would apply to the landlord and the 
tenant under that arrangement. 
 
Members decided, unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Tierney, seconded by Councillor 
Rackley, that the information which had been provided by the Clerk be noted and that the proposal, 
to be operated in the manner suggested by the Clerk, be approved; the Clerk would liaise with the 
prospective tenant in relation to works to be undertaken by the landlord and the rent to be paid by 
the tenant. 
 
Councillor Topgood declared his pecuniary interest in this item of business, by virtue of being a 
beneficiary of this arrangement, and retired from the meeting for the duration of the discussion and 
voting thereon)  
 
(Members resolved to exclude the public for this item of business on the grounds that it involved the 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972) 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.05 pm.  
  
 
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  
  


