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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

WISBECH CASTLE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 14 DECEMBER 2020 – 8.40 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Tibbs, Chairman; Councillors Ketteringham, Lynn, Maul, Oliver, Rackley and 
Tierney. 
 
Apologies: None (all members were present).  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee held on 20 July 2020 
were confirmed, for signature by the Chairman when possible. 
 
W7/20 Election of Chairman  
 
Members considered the election of a Chairman, in place of Councillor Tierney (who had decided to 
resign the position), for the remainder of the municipal year 2020/21. 
 
Before relinquishing the position of Chairman, Councillor Tierney addressed the committee. He 
mentioned that during the whole of the time that he had served as Chairman of this committee he 
had been very proud of the work of the volunteers; also he is grateful for the support which had been 
provided by members and officers of the Town Council. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that when Wisbech Town Council had acquired Wisbech Castle, the 
building had been in a poor state of repair and the gardens had been in an overgrown condition. 
However, everyone “pitched-in” and worked very hard to undertake all of the repair works and to 
transform the building into an asset for the community; a place for the public to enjoy. Councillor 
Tierney mentioned that Wisbech Caste had been used, over the last couple of years, as the venue 
for a number of organised events, which had generally (particularly the Halloween events) been very 
successful, as well as numerous private hires and one wedding. 
 
Members were reminded by Councillor Tierney that it had been his ambition that, through reducing 
expenditure and increasing income each financial year, Wisbech Castle would, within three or four 
financial years of Wisbech Town Council acquiring Wisbech Castle, operate on a cost-neutral basis. 
That situation was being achieved until the Covid-19 pandemic had “thrown a spanner in the works”. 
He commented that everything that the council had said that it would do in relation to Wisbech 
Castle, it had done. Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that the core group of volunteers are 
“the best”. He made the point that, although relinquishing the position of Chairman of this committee, 
he would continue to volunteer at Wisbech Castle. 
 
Councillor Tierney informed members that the reason that he had decided to relinquish the role of 
Chairman of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee is because a “handful” of people “attack” 
Wisbech Castle because of their dislike of him; that is not a situation which is fair on the volunteers. 
He expressed the opinion that the restoration and development of Wisbech Castle is now at the 
stage where it could be taken-on by a different Chairman. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Rackley, seconded by Councillor Tierney, it was decided that 
Councillor Tibbs be elected as Chairman of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee for the 
remainder of the municipal year 2020/21. 
 
 



 

  

7 

 

 
Councillor Tibbs thanked Councillor Tierney for all of his work in relation to operation and 
improvement of Wisbech Castle. Councillor Tibbs expressed the opinion that, although it is right for 
Councillor Tierney to thank the volunteers for the time and effort that they had devoted to Wisbech 
Castle, he had under-stated the role that he had played in the success that has been achieved in 
relation to Wisbech Castle. Councillor Tibbs gave his thanks to Councillor Tierney and expressed 
the hope that he would be as successful as Councillor Tierney had been as Chairman of this 
committee. 
 
Councillor Rackley commented that he concurs fully with the comments which had been made by 
Councillor Tibbs. Councillor Rackley mentioned that Councillor Tierney had not originally been a 
supporter of the Town Council’s acquisition of Wisbech Castle; however, since the time of the 
Castle’s acquisition by Wisbech Town Council, Councillor Tierney had worked tirelessly, as 
Chairman of both the Wisbech Castle Management Committee and the associated working party, to 
ensure the restoration and effective operation of Wisbech Castle as a community asset. Councillor 
Rackley thanked Councillor Tierney for the time and effort that he had devoted in that regard. 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.50 pm.  
  
 
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  
 
 
  
 


