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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

WISBECH MARKET PLACE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

13 AUGUST 2018 – 8.20 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Tibbs, Chairman; Councillors Balsevics, Miss Hoy, Lynn, Maul, Oliver, Tierney 
and Wing. 
 
Apologies: Councillor Hill. 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee held on 16 July 
2018 were confirmed and signed. 
 
M7/18 Wisbech Market Place enhancement scheme 
 
Further to minute M6/18, members considered further the design and delivery of an enhancement 
scheme for Wisbech Market Place. 
 
The Clerk provided members with a report which summarised the outcome of the (on-line) public 
consultation exercise which had been undertaken (and had concluded at 5.00 pm on 10 August 
2018) regarding the possibility of bringing forward (from 10.00 am) to 7.00 am the proposed 
commencement time of “pedestrianisation” of the Market Place area and the addition of Hill Street  
and High Street to the area from which vehicles would be prohibited between the hours of 7.00 am 
and 4.00 pm. 
 
Members’ attention was drawn by the Clerk to certain statistics and comments within the report, 
including: 
 

 there had been 100 responses to the consultation exercise, 99 of which had been submitted by 
persons living in post code areas PE13 and PE14 (i.e. addresses in either the town of Wisbech or 
surrounding villages) 

 two-thirds of respondents had indicated support for the “pedestrianisation” proposal; some 
opinions were, however, expressed regarding the need for disabled motorists to be able to 
continue to access the Market Place area and difficulties that could result for businesses and 
residents of Hill Street if that road and High Street were not accessible by traffic for a large part of 
each day 

 three-quarters of those who had responded had indicated support for allowing access within the 
“pedestrianised” area for deliveries between 7.00 am and 10.00 am; 10% of respondents 
expressed the opinion that access to the Market Place area by delivery vehicles is required at all 
times. 

 
In addition to the report which he had circulated, the Clerk summarised to members three individual 
letters that had been received by the council in response to the consultation exercise. 
 
Councillor Tierney mentioned that a number of the individual comments which had been made by 
respondents to the consultation exercise are contradictory, which demonstrates that whatever action 
the council takes in terms of the delivery of an enhancement scheme, the various elements would 
be liked by some people and disliked by others. 
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The Chairman expressed the opinion that the outcome of the public consultation exercise indicates 
clearly that the majority of people support “pedestrianisation” of the Market Place area between 7.00 
am and 4.00 pm each day, with access to that area by delivery vehicles between 7.00 am and 10.00 
am; there is, however, a level of public concern regarding the possible “closure” of Hill Street and 
High Street. 
 
Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that she had received contact from a number of members of 
the public, expressing concern regarding the prevention of access, as a consequence of closing Hill 
Street, to the four existing Disabled parking spaces which are adjacent to the Market Place. 
 
Councillor Lynn suggested that, given the concerns which had been expressed by some members 
of the public regarding the prevention of access to the four existing Disabled parking spaces which 
are adjacent to the Market Place, Hill Street should not be closed to all traffic, merely to large/heavy 
vehicles; he suggested also that, to improve vehicular access and traffic flow, parking restrictions 
(double-yellow lines) should be introduced along both sides of Hill Street and that the existing 
loading bays should be removed. 
 
Councillor Oliver, having listened to the comments made by members regarding this matter, 
proposed that the Clerk and he be authorised to have a further dialogue with representatives of the 
Local Highway Authority for the purpose of proposing that, instead of closing Hill Street between 
7.00 am and 4.00 pm, parking restrictions (double-yellow lines) be introduced along both sides of 
Hill Street, the existing loading bays be removed and that a 5 tonnes weight limit be introduced. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that, given the concerns which had been raised by some members of 
the public, he would not support the loss of the four existing Disabled parking spaces which are 
adjacent to the Market Place. He stated that he would be happy to support Councillor Oliver’s 
proposal. In addition, Councillor Tierney suggested that a Taxi drop-off bay be provided at a suitable 
location within the Market Place area. Councillor Oliver commented that he would be happy to refer 
that suggestion to the Local Highway Authority. 
 
With regard to funding for the enhancement scheme, the Clerk reported that he had sent 
“applications/enquiries” to the office of the Mayor of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority (as had been suggested by the Mayor when he attended 25 June 2018 meeting 
of Wisbech Town Council), the Deputy Chief Executive/Chief Finance Officer of Cambridgeshire 
County Council and the Chief Executive of Fenland District Council; the level of funding being 
sought is £200,000. In addition, the Clerk had begun the process of making an application to the 
Department for Communities and Local Government for a Funding Approval, as a pre-curser to an 
application to the Public Works Loans Board (PWLB); application to the PWLB would be made in the 
event that none of the other options proved successful. He mentioned that he had received a 
response from the Chief Executive of Fenland District Council (FDC), stating that he would arrange 
for Wisbech Town Council’s application/enquiry to be discussed by FDC. 
 
Further to minute M6/18, members reported on the results of their investigations into the provision of 
various elements of the enhancement scheme, as follows: 
 

 Councillor Wing had spoken with the person who he thought may be able to assist with the 
provision of a Tidal Clock but the person is not able to do so, because of other time 
commitments, at this time 

 Councillor Maul and the Clerk had met on 17 July 2018 with representatives of a local civil 
engineering company to discuss the provision of bollards, gates and a structure to cover part of 
the Market Place. Councillor Maul had subsequently received from the company some costings 
for bollards and gates; these were shared with the committee 

 Councillor Miss Hoy commented that she had been “let down” by the local supplier/installer of 
play equipment in terms of the company’s promise to provide a number of options for a possible 
scheme. 
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Councillor Miss Hoy expressed the opinion that there is a need now for this project to be “driven 
forward”, either by a member or officer of the council; time is “slipping by” and progress is slow. 
 
In response to the comments of Councillor Miss Hoy, Councillor Maul suggested that work on 
producing specifications for the various elements of the scheme and the subsequent obtaining of 
quotations be delegated to a core group of (say, 3) councillors (drawn from the membership of this 
committee); this group could be provided with project management support by council staff. 
 
Members decided  
 
(1) that the current situation, including the outcome of the public consultation exercise, be noted 

and that work would continue in terms of obtaining quotations for the various elements of the 
scheme; 
 

(2) that, as a way of “driving forward” the delivery of a scheme of enhancement for Wisbech Market 
Place, certain members of the committee would take a lead on investigations and obtaining 
quotations in respect of particular elements of the scheme, as follows: 

 

 Councillor Balsevics: street furniture (including benches, waste bins, cycle racks) 

 Councillor Miss Hoy; play area 

 Councillor Lynn: landscaping 

 Councillor Maul: gates, bollards and associated infrastructure 

 Councillor Tibbs: water features 

 Councillor Tierney (with support from the council’s Operations Manager): structure to provide 
a covered area 

 Councillor Wing: Tidal Clock. 
 
This activity would receive project management support from the Clerk or Operations Manager; 
 

(3) unanimously, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Tierney, that, given 
the outcome of the public consultation exercise, the council would pursue with the Local 
Highway Authority (LHA) bringing forward (from 10.00 am) to 7.00 am the proposed 
commencement time of “pedestrianisation” of the Market Place area but without the inclusion of 
Hill Street and High Street to the area from which vehicles would be prohibited between the 
hours of 7.00 am and 4.00 pm; Councillor Oliver and the Clerk be authorised to have a further 
dialogue with representatives of the LHA for the purpose of proposing that, instead of closing 
Hill Street between 7.00 am and 4.00 pm each day, parking restrictions (double-yellow lines) be 
introduced along both sides of Hill Street, the existing loading bays be removed and that a 5 
tonnes weight limit be introduced; 

 
(4) that at the next meeting of this committee (scheduled for 3 September 2018) they would 

evaluate the further progress achieved, (hopefully) accept some quotations, and determine any 
other actions necessary to facilitate delivery of the scheme. 

 
Meeting finished at 8.55 pm.  
  
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  
 


