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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

WISBECH MARKET PLACE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

3 DECEMBER 2018 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Tibbs, Chairman; Councillors Balsevics, Hill, Miss Hoy, Lynn, Maul, Oliver, 
Tierney and Wing. 
 
Apologies: None (all members were present). 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee held on 17 
September 2018 were confirmed and signed. 
 
M10/18 Public participation: Wisbech Market Place enhancement scheme 
 
A parishioner - who commented that he had attended meetings of this committee and is aware of 
the consultation exercises which had been undertaken by the council and the enhancement scheme 
which had emerged and acknowledges that some elements of the scheme would take some time to 
deliver - suggested that it should be possible for the council to undertake, in the short-term, some 
less expensive measures, such as reinstating seating within the central area of the Market Place. In 
addition, the parishioner expressed the opinion that, because of vandalism and misuse, the Reading 
Tree is no longer serving a useful purpose on the Market Place. 
 
The parishioner expressed the opinion that both this committee and the Assets Management 
Committee previously had worked very hard over the last couple of years to develop an 
enhancement scheme for Wisbech Market Place and his understanding that the delivery of a 
comprehensive scheme would take some time but asked that this committee considers delivery of at 
least one element in the short-term. 
 
Members decided that the comments of the parishioner be noted and taken into account when 
discussing this project at minute M12/18. 
 
M11/18 Wisbech Market – operational issues 
 
The Clerk, who informed members that he had no matters of significance to draw to their attention at 
this time, invited the council’s Operations Manager to report to the committee on the general 
operational situation applying to Wisbech market currently. 
 
The council’s Operations Manager informed members that, in general, trading levels remain 
constant (with the busiest days still being Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday); however, some 
new Casual traders had begun trading at Wisbech market recently and the council is seeing the 
usual increase in the number of traders on Wisbech market in the “run-up” to Christmas. She 
mentioned that the council would be operating a market on Christmas Eve. 
 
Members’ views were sought by the council’s Operations Manager in relation to proposed changes 
to the council’s Market Rules and Regulations document (which is issued to all of those who trade 
on Wisbech market); the proposed changes include: 
 

 adding reference to the car boot activities which are operated by the council on Wisbech Market 
Place (including the council’s definition as to what constitutes a car boot trader) 
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 updating the contact details for council officers, following replacement of the post of Assets 
Manager with one of Assets Supervisor 

 making reference to the fact that trading activities now take place on Wisbech Market Place 
seven days a week 

 bringing forward the time by which traders must vacate the Market Place (from 6.00 pm) to 5.00 
pm for the months of November to February each year 

 adding of text to make it clear to traders that they are responsible for the removal and disposal of 
all waste generated by such trading and to leave their pitches in a clean and tidy condition. 

 
The council’s Operations Manager sought members’ views as to whether the council wishes to allow 
display on the Market Place of advertising boards which are used by some of the local businesses 
and, if so, what level of control should the council exercise (e.g. approving wording of the 
advertisement, size of the board, siting of the board) and, in the event of allowing such display, 
whether a fee should be levied for such. 
 
Members were informed by the Clerk that the electrical system at Wisbech Market Place is in need 
of work to ensure that it is fit-for-purpose, i.e. that all of the system is fully operational and that users 
of the supply are able to do so in a safe manner. The council’s Operations Manager mentioned that 
a quotation for some repair/modification works had been sought but it is unlikely that the quotation 
would be received by the council until the New Year. Consequently, members discussed the current 
issues and difficulties which are being faced in using the existing installation and what could be the 
possible solutions, both in the short-term (ensuring that the council has in place a system which is 
able to support current activities and market layout) and the longer-term (future activities and the 
outcome of Market Place enhancements). 
 
Members decided that  
 
(1) the information reported by the Clerk and the Operations Manager be noted; 

 
(2) the proposed revisions, as explained by the council’s Operations Manager, to the Wisbech 

Market Rules and Regulations document (as summarised above) be approved; 
 

(3) local businesses be allowed to display (without being required to pay a fee) advertising boards 
on Wisbech Market Place, subject to the wording of the advertisement, the size of the board and 
its siting being agreed by the Clerk (or officer designated by him); the situation to be kept under 
review by officers, with any resultant issues or concerns being reported to this committee; 

 
(4) quotations be sought by the council’s Operations Manager, in liaison with Councillor Oliver, for 

the necessary works to achieve an efficient, effective and safe electrical supply for Wisbech 
Market Place (to meet current needs and with the possibility of expansion for possible future 
needs). 

 
M12/18 Wisbech Market Place enhancement scheme 
 
Further to minute M9/18, members considered further the design and delivery of an enhancement 
scheme for Wisbech Market Place. 
 
The Clerk read to members a summary of the pre-planning advice which had been provided by 
Fenland District Council (FDC), as Local Planning Authority (LPA), in relation to the Town Council’s 
proposed enhancement scheme for Wisbech Market Place; he had circulated to members, in 
advance of the meeting, a copy of the letter from the LPA. 
 
The letter from FDC makes it clear that the enquiry which the LPA had considered relates to the 
enhancement of Wisbech Market Place, including the erection of a market canopy, vertical garden 
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wall, a tidal clock, moveable bench planters, water fountains, children’s play area and traffic features 
including bollards and bespoke gates. FDC makes the point that its advice is provided having regard 
to the development plan, comprising the Fenland Local Plan (2014) and the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), and the fact that the Market Place lies within a Conservation Area which has 
significant heritage assets. 
 
In summary, the District Council (as Local Planning Authority) 
 

 does not support the concept of installing a market canopy, as it is of the opinion that such a 
structure would have a detrimental impact upon the open nature of the Market Place and the 
views of the listed buildings within that area. FDC goes on to say that the indicative proposed 
materials of steel frame and UPVC would be unsuitable to the Conservation Area and the setting 
of listed buildings 
 

 considers that a play area would be a questionable feature in the Market Place and, whilst the 
principle of introducing features for children to enjoy is supported by FDC, the formal design and 
permanency of what is proposed would appear out of character for a Market Place area 

 

 is supportive of removal of the four telephone boxes (as these are redundant), a number of 
benches (as they would be replaced by moveable tree planters with built-in benches) and two 
Plane trees from the centre of Market Place (as this would open-up views along the length of the 
area) 

 

 is supportive of including a tidal clock and water fountain features in the proposed scheme but 
comments that the positioning and design of these would need to be considered carefully to 
reduce the risk of achieving an effect of too much ‘street clutter’ 

 

 welcomes the Town Council’s desire to enhance the space overall and supports the installation of 
gates and bollards to restrict vehicle access. FDC considers that the design of the proposed 
gates reflects elements of the town’s character and history.  
 

Councillor Miss Hoy informed members that she is aware of a local “creative” company which would 
be prepared to produce some different ideas in terms of a covered space on Wisbech Market Place 
and designs for a tidal clock and suggested that discussions be held with a representative of that 
company. She expressed the opinion that the pre-application advice provided by the District Council 
is a “joke”, especially the comments from its Markets Team; that council appears not to see the 
value to Wisbech in terms of enhancing Wisbech Market Place.  
 
With regard to funding for the enhancement scheme, the Clerk read to members the e-mail which he 
had received from the Chief Executive at Fenland District Council (FDC) in response to his enquiry 
as to the possibility of a loan (of £200,000) from that council (minute M7/18 refers). 

 
In his e-mail to the Clerk, the Chief Executive of FDC comments that, although the District Council is 
pleased that the Town Council is in the process of developing plans to enhance this important 
amenity for Wisbech, it is unable, in the absence of a fully costed business case, to support at this 
time an application for a loan. He mentions that FDC is currently working to develop a draft 
Investment Strategy that would enable that council to adopt a criteria based approach to assess 
future income generation and regeneration proposals. The strategy draft on would be presented to 
members of FDC during the spring/summer 2019.  
  
The Chief Executive at FDC also mentions that Fenland had received £200,000 from the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA) to develop Market Town 
Masterplans for each of the four towns; it is felt that once this work is complete, in the 
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spring/summer 2019, it may provide the basis upon which to pursue external funding in support of 
the Town Council’s plans to enhance the Market Place. 
 
Upon the Clerk mentioning that he is yet to receive a response from Cambridgeshire County Council 
in relation to his enquiry as to the possibility of a loan, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that the 
County Council’s Commercial and Investment Committee had approved recently a new Loans Policy 
and suggested that details of that policy be obtained by the Clerk. 
 
Councillor Tierney commented that he despairs when hearing mention of Masterplans and 
expressed the opinion that it is well known that investment is needed in Wisbech; so, make the 
money available now. In addition, he expressed surprise that the Markets Team at Fenland District 
Council (FDC) had an input into the pre-planning advice which had been provided by FDC; firstly, 
because the advice sought had been in relation to planning and conservation issues and, secondly, 
because of the poor performance of the markets activity in the towns where the markets are 
managed by the District Council. 
 
Councillor Tierney expressed the opinion that the Conservation service at Fenland District Council is 
taking a “hard line” on matters over which it can have influence. He commented that it is, however, 
necessary for this committee to consider the pre-planning advice which had been provided to 
Wisbech Town Council. 
 
Councillor Wing commented that he is supportive of the views which had been expressed by both 
Councillors Miss Hoy and Tierney and suggested that some work at the Market Place be undertaken 
in the short-term, such as removal of the telephone boxes etc. 
 
Further to minute M9/18, the Clerk informed members that he had submitted to Cambridgeshire 
County Council, as Local Highway Authority (LHA), a Privately Funded Highway Improvement 
application in respect of the proposed traffic management changes in the vicinity of the Market Place 
and is waiting to hear from the LHA which of its officers is to be assigned to dealing with the 
application. 
 
Further to minute M9/18, Councillor Maul reported to members on the drawings and quotation that 
he had obtained in respect of the manufacture and installation of gates, barriers and bollards; he 
provided each member of the committee with copies of the drawings and quotations that he had 
obtained; the cost of all such works is estimated at around £12,500. No other members had any 
updates to report in respect of the various elements of the scheme on which they are taking a lead. 
 
With regard to the comments which had been made by the parishioner at minute M10/18, the Clerk 
informed members that the location of the Reading Tree had been discussed at the most recent 
meeting of the Wisbech Reads Steering Group and the group had concluded that the Reading Tree 
is serving no useful purpose in its current location as a facility for encouraging reading and had 
asked the Clerk to investigate the possibility of the Reading Tree being re-located to the grounds of 
Wisbech Castle. Members, including the Chairman of the Wisbech Castle Management Committee, 
indicated that they could see the logic to such a measure. 
 
Members decided that 
 
(1) the current situation be noted; 

 
(2) they would need to reflect upon the pre-planning advice which had been obtained, in terms of 

progressing with the enhancement scheme as proposed; 
 

(3) the Clerk would ascertain from Cambridgeshire County Council the details of its new Loans 
Policy; 
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(4) further investigations be made of the Local Planning Authority as to whether a market canopy 

with a different design, scale and construction materials, or a different type of permanent 
structure (such a building comprising a stage, storage etc), would be possible in principle from 
a planning and conservation perspective; 

 
(5) arrangements be made for the Reading Tree to be re-located, from the Market Place, to the 

grounds of Wisbech Castle. 

    
 
Meeting finished at 8.30 pm.  
  
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  
 
 


