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  WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

WISBECH MARKET PLACE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

3 JUNE 2019 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Lynn, Chairman; Councillors Miss Hoy, Maul, Oliver, Prest, Topgood and Mrs 
Wallwork.  
 
Apologies: None (all members were present). 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee held on 3 
December 2018 were confirmed and signed. 
 
M1/19 Election of Chairman  
 
On the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Mrs Wallwork, it was decided that 
Councillor Lynn be elected as Chairman of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee for 
the municipal year 2019/20. 
 
M2/19 Election of Vice-Chairman  
 
On the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Lynn, it was decided that Councillor 
Oliver be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee for the 
municipal year 2019/20. 
 
M3/19 Wisbech Market Place – operational issues  
 
The Clerk informed members that, from a markets operational perspective, there no particular 
matters of significance to draw to their attention at this time. 
 
Members were reminded by the Clerk that the council has trading on Wisbech Market seven days a 
week and that the Thursday and Sunday trading features a market and car boot event. He informed 
members that the busiest days are Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday; the Saturday market is 
now bigger than ever before; he commented that all of this activity adds to the vitality and vibrancy 
of the town centre. Officers continue to try to attract additional traders to Wisbech Market on the 
“quieter” days and are keen to hear members’ ideas as to measures which could increase the 
footfall in Wisbech town centre. 
 
The Clerk mentioned that Income from markets activities during the current financial year to date is 
£6,615; compared to the proportionate budget estimate of £8,333. In addition, income of £884.00 
has been received in respect of car boot activities during the first two months of the current financial 
year; compared to a proportionate budget estimate of £833.00. Markets expenditure (Rates, 
Cleansing, Utilities and Repairs/Maintenance) accords generally with the proportionate budgets. 
There has, however, been no spending yet on the £4,000 Repairs and Maintenance budget for the 
current financial year. 
 
With regard to Repairs and Maintenance of Wisbech Market Place, the Clerk reminded members 
that the electrical system at Wisbech Market Place is in need of work to ensure that it is fit-for-
purpose, i.e. that all of the system is fully operational and that users of the electricity supply are able 
to do so in a safe manner. He reminded members that at the last meeting of this committee (minute 
M11/18 refers) there had been discussion of the issues and difficulties being faced in using the 
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existing installation and the committee had considered what could be the possible solutions, both in 
the short-term (ensuring that the council has in place a system which is able to support current 
activities and market layout) and the longer-term (future activities and the outcome of Market Place 
enhancements). As a result of those discussions, the committee decided that quotations be sought 
for the necessary works to achieve an efficient, effective and safe electrical supply for Wisbech 
Market Place (to meet current needs and with the possibility of expansion for possible future needs). 
 
The Clerk reported that, consequent to minute M11/18, meetings with local electrical contractors had 
taken place in relation to trying to devise a possible way forward in this matter. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Councillor Oliver explained to members the minimum power 
requirements in terms of achieving a fit-for-purpose electrical system at Wisbech Market Place. 
 
One of the contractors with whom there had been discussion as to a possible way forward in this 
matter had been invited to this meeting to inform members of his assessment of works required and 
for him to gain an understanding the council’s needs. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that 
 
(1) the information reported by the Clerk be noted; 

 
(2) the local electrical contractor who had been present at this meeting would submit to the council 

a quotation for repair works to the electrical system at Wisbech Market Place; 
 

(3) upon its receipt from the electrical contractor, the Clerk would forward the quotation to the 
members of this committee for consideration/acceptance.  

 
M4/19 Wisbech Market Place - enhancement scheme 
 
The Town Council plans to deliver an enhancement scheme for Wisbech Market Place (for its use 
as both a trading area and community space). The rationale behind the initiative is to deliver 
something, in this key area of Wisbech, which would add to the vitality and vibrancy of the town – 
providing social, environmental and economic benefits for those who live in the town, work in the 
town or visit the town. The Clerk reminded members that the various elements of the scheme and 
the progress of their delivery are documented in the minutes of previous meetings of this committee.  
 
At the last meeting of this committee (minute M12/18 refers) the Clerk had read to members a 
summary of the pre-planning advice which had been provided by Fenland District Council (FDC), as 
Local Planning Authority (LPA), in relation to the Town Council’s proposed enhancement scheme for 
Wisbech Market Place. Consequently, the committee decided that it would need to reflect upon the 
pre-planning application advice before seeking to progress the scheme further. 
 
In the light of that situation, The Leader of the Council and the Clerk met with the planning agent 
who had submitted the pre-planning enquiry on behalf of Wisbech Town Council to the Local 
Planning Authority (LPA), to see if he would be able to gain an understanding from the LPA as to 
what type of scheme it would deem acceptable in planning/conservation terms. The planning agent 
had subsequently informed the Clerk that he had received no response from the LPA to his further 
enquiry. 
 
With regard to Wisbech Town Council’s application for specific traffic management measures in the 
vicinity of the Market Place, following a meeting involving the Leader of the Council, the Clerk and 
an officer of the Local Highway Authority (LHA), the LHA is happy to proceed with the Town 
Council’s application for a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – which, if approved by the LHA (following 
the necessary public consultation exercise), would prevent access to the Market Place area by 
motorised vehicles between certain “core” hours. 
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The Clerk had circulated to members, in advance of the meeting, a quotation from the LHA for 
undertaking the necessary design work, road safety assessment, advertising the draft TRO etc in 
relation to the requested traffic management changes. The total of the quotation is £3,726.20. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that there is a sum of £7,500 in the council’s budget for the financial 
year 2019/20 in relation to costs associated with the Wisbech Market Place enhancements scheme. 
 
Both Councillor Miss Hoy and the Clerk responded to members’ questions in relation to the matters 
discussed at their meeting with the officer of the LHA. 
 
Councillor Maul, who acknowledges that some elements of the scheme would take some time to 
deliver, suggested that the council should perhaps consider undertaking, in the short-term, less 
expensive measures, such as providing some new seating.  
 
In response to a question as to progress with the arrangements for re-location of the Reading Tree, 
from the Market Place, to the grounds of Wisbech Castle, the Clerk informed members that, upon 
further investigation, the potential location for the Reading Tree in the grounds of Wisbech Castle is 
of insufficient size to accommodate the structure. Consequently, he had sought the views of the 
Wisbech Reads Steering Group as to other possible locations in Wisbech; three possible locations 
had been suggested and are being investigated (by specific members of the Wisbech Reads 
Steering Group) in a particular order. 
 
Members decided 
 
(1) on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by Councillor Lynn, that the quotation from the 

Local Highway Authority in relation to the Traffic Regulation Order application be accepted; 
 

(2) on the proposal of Councillor Miss Hoy, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that the Clerk would 
seek to arrange a meeting with appropriate officers of the Local Planning Authority (LPA), with 
the aim of assisting Wisbech Town Council to produce a scheme of enhancement for Wisbech 
Market Place which would be deemed acceptable by the LPA in planning/conservation terms; 

 
(3) on the proposal of Councillor Lynn, seconded by Councillor Oliver, that arrangements be made 

for the Reading Tree to be removed from the Market Place as a matter of priority, to be re-
located to any one of the three possible sites mentioned by the Clerk (in the event that it does 
not prove possible to re-locate the Reading Tree to any of those three locations, the structure 
would be stored temporarily at one of the council’s allotments sites). 

    
 
Meeting finished at 8.00 pm.  
  
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  
 
 


