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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
  

WISBECH MARKET PLACE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

10 MAY 2022 – 6.00 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Lynn, Chairman; Councillors Hoy, Oliver and Wallwork.  
 
Apologies: Councillors Maul and Prest. 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee held on 5 July 
2021 and the joint meeting of the Wisbech Market Place Management Committee and the 
Resources Committee held on 19 April 2022 were confirmed and signed. 
 
M6/21 Wisbech Market Place enhancement scheme 
 
Further to minute MR4/21, members considered the current situation in relation to delivery of the 
enhancement scheme and post-implementation operational matters (such as managing the opening 
and closing of the highway gates, maintaining the contents of the planters, layout of market stalls 
etc). 

 
Further to minute MR2/21, the Clerk (and RFO) informed members that the council had now 
received the £200,000 from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority and the first 
payment of £50,000 (with two more to follow) from Cambridgeshire County Council towards the cost 
of delivering this scheme. 
 
The Clerk mentioned that the works to deliver the enhancement scheme had commenced, as 
planned, on 19 April 2022 and are progressing well; there is, in his opinion, no reason, currently, to 
assume that the anticipated duration of the works of 10 weeks would not be achieved. He 
commented that, fortunately, there seems to have been little or no disruption, to date, to town centre 
activities as a result of the works. Market trading has continued, albeit that it has been necessary to 
make temporary changes to some traders’ pitch locations.  
 
Members were informed by the Clerk that the Wisbech in Bloom group had offered to provide and 
maintain the contents of the new planters. 
 
Members are aware that associated with the enhancement scheme for the Market Place itself will be 
“pedestrianisation” of the Market Place area, whereby there would be no access to the Market Place 

from Church Terrace between 7.00 am and 4.00 pm each day (except for controlled access for 
deliveries between 7.00 am and 10.00 am).  
 
Councillor Oliver suggested that the council considers making application to the Local Highway 
Authority (LHA) for stopping-up of the carriageway, adjacent to the Market Place, which runs 
between the Yorkshire Building Society and the Terry’s café; he expressed the opinion that there 
would be benefit to the town if the land were no longer deemed as public highway; it could be used 
for other purposes. Not all members shared Councillor Oliver’s opinion and were mindful of the fact 
that if the land were stopped-up as public highway, at the request of the Town Council, this council 
would need to take-on from the LHA the responsibility for its future maintenance. 
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The Chairman informed members that Councillor Hoy, the Clerk and he had met earlier today with 
relevant officers of Cambridgeshire County Council and Fenland District Council to discuss issues in 
relation to vehicular access to the Market Place area. One issue discussed was how unauthorised 
vehicular access to the rear of the Market Place could be prevented. The conclusion reached was 
that the most effective measure would be to install two highway gates – one in the vicinity of the 
Yorkshire Building Society and one in the vicinity of The Globe public house. 
 
Members are aware that, in accordance with the Traffic Regulation Order for the new traffic 
management arrangements, traders would not be able to drive their vehicles off the Market Place 
until 4.00 pm each day. 
 
The committee had regard for the advice of the Clerk (and RFO) in relation to the potential financial 
implications, both in terms of income and expenditure, of the decisions that it reached. 
 
Members decided that  
 
(1) the Local Highway Authority be requested to arrange the procurement and installation of two 

additional highway gates – one in the vicinity of the Yorkshire Building Society and one in the 
vicinity of The Globe public house – to prevent unauthorised vehicular access to the Market 
Place from the rear; 
 

(2) following completion of the enhancement scheme, traders would access the Market Place to the 
rear, via an access gate to be installed in the vicinity of The Globe public house (to be locked 
and unlocked by council personnel or contractors engaged by the council at the time of opening 
and closing the market);  
 

(3) the Clerk would put in place suitable arrangements/resources for the unlocking and locking of 
the highway access gates which are to be installed as a means of preventing unauthorised 
vehicular access into and within the Market Place area; 
 

(4) market traders would be allowed to park one vehicle, in addition to their stall, on the Market 
Place while trading; the exact location of traders’ vehicles would be agreed by Council officers in 
a way which would minimise the visual impact of such vehicles upon the town centre; 

 
(5) car boot activities would continue to operate on the Market Place on Thursdays and Sundays. 

As would be the case for market traders, car booters would be allowed to park one vehicle, in 
addition to their table(s), on the Market Place while selling their items; the exact location of their 
vehicles would be agreed by Council officers in a way which would minimise the visual impact of 
such vehicles upon the town centre; 
 

(6) the Clerk would write to all of the retail and commercial premises which are located within the 
new pedestrianised area, to remind them of the pedestrianisation arrangements and to invite 
those businesses to inform the council of the days/times of their deliveries, to enable the council 
to put in place arrangements for the effective operation of the highway gates between the period 
of the controlled access (between 7.00 am and 10.00 am each day); 

 
(7) the offer of the Wisbech in Bloom group to maintain the contents of the new planters be 

accepted; 
 

(8) use of the Market Place and the associated traffic management arrangements following full 
implementation of the scheme be monitored (and documented) by Council officers, to enable 
the situation to be reviewed by members when they deem that an appropriate length of time has 
passed for them to undertake an informed assessment/evaluation; 
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(9) the council would consider as part of the review at (8) above whether the number of trading 

days at Wisbech Market should be reduced (from the current 7 to, say, 4); 
 
(10) the council would consider as part of the review mentioned at (8) above whether to make an 

application to the Local Highway Authority for stopping-up of the carriageway, adjacent to the 
Market Place, which runs between the Yorkshire Building Society and the Terry’s café; 

 
 
Meeting finished at 7.30 pm.  
  
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  
 
 
 
 
 


