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WISBECH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND FESTIVALS COMMITTEE 
 

 11 FEBRUARY 2019 – 7.30 pm 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

 
Present: Councillor Miss Hoy, Chairman; Councillors Balsevics, Human, Oliver, Miss Oliver and 
Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Hodgson and Tibbs. 
 
Public participation: None requested. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Community Events and Festivals Committee held on 18 June 
2018 were confirmed and signed. 
 
C3/18 Events held during 2018/19 
 
Members evaluated briefly the programme of community events and festivals which had been 
delivered by Wisbech Town Council during the financial year 2018/19. 
 
The Chairman expressed the opinion that the council had continued to achieve its ambition of 
making its community events and festivals bigger and better each year and that all of them had been 
extremely successful. Other members concurred with the comments of the Chairman. 
 
Members were reminded by the Chairman that, in addition to the festivals and events which had 
been delivered by the council, Wisbech Town Council had supported (either through funding or 
volunteering or both) a number of other such events in Wisbech; these had included Armed Forces 
Day, the Arles Festival, Remembrance Day and the Wisbech Christmas Fayre). 
 
Councillor Tierney reminded members that a number of events had taken place at Wisbech Castle 
during 2018, organised by the Wisbech Castle Working Party, which had complimented the council’s 
community events and festivals programme (particularly at Halloween and Christmas). In addition, 
he mentioned that the council had supported last year’s Rose Fair. 
 
Members decided that the situation be noted and that any lessons learned from the planning and 
delivery of the council’s programme of events in 2018/19 would be taken into account in the 
planning of the 2019/20 programme. 
 
C4/18 Programme of events for 2019/20 
 
Members considered the production of a programme of community events and festivals for the 
financial year 2019/20. 
 
The Chairman mentioned that the Wisbech/Arles Twinning Committee had decided recently not to 
hold an Arles Festival in 2019. 
 
Members decided that  
 
(1) Wisbech Town Council would deliver the following community events and festivals in the 

financial year 2019/20: 
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 Wisbech Unsung Heroes Awards on 12 April 2019; 

 WisBEACH Day on 2 June 2019 

 Rock Festival on 4 August 2019 

 Halloween Spooktacular on 26 October 2019 (to be delivered in association with the 
Horsefair Shopping Centre), using Wisbech Castle (rather than the Market Place) as the 
location for the council’s activities this year 

 Christmas Lights Extravaganza on 24 November 2019; 
 
(2) the council would deliver one additional event, the nature of which is to be determined by the 

Community Events and Festivals Working Party, instead of a St George’s Day event, in 2019; 
 

(3) the council would support, as appropriate, other events within Wisbech, including Armed Forces 
Day (on 23 June 2019), Remembrance Day (on 10 November 2019) and the Wisbech 
Christmas Fayre (on 8 December 2019); 

 
(4) a meeting of the Community Events and Festivals Working Party be arranged for 4 March 2019 

(to commence at 7.30 pm) to begin the planning necessary to deliver the council's community 
events and festivals programme for 2019/20; 

 
(5) applications would be made to the Local Highway Authority for road closures for the Market 

Place and certain surrounding streets for the occasions when a community event or festival 
would be taking place on the Market Place on a Sunday and for the Halloween event (on a 
Saturday). 

 
C5/18 Premises Licence in respect of Wisbech Park  
 
Members considered the offer of Fenland District Council (FDC) to transfer to Wisbech Town 
Council the Premises Licence that FDC holds in respect of Wisbech Park (including the Bandstand). 
 
The Clerk informed members of the licensable activities which are authorised by the Premises 
Licence in respect of Wisbech Park (which is valid from 21 November 2018); these include the 
playing of live and recorded music at any time between the hours of 9.00 am and 10.00 pm on any 
day of the week. The cost of transferring the licence is £23.00. Once Wisbech Town Council 
becomes the holder of the licence, it would be liable for paying the annual renewal fee (which is 
based upon the non-domestic rateable value of the premises). 
 
Members' attention was drawn, by the Clerk, to the fact that the licensable activities which are 
authorised by the Premises Licence do not include the retail sale of alcohol; this means that for 
events at which alcohol would be offered for sale (such as the Wisbech Rock Festival), it would be 
necessary for Wisbech Town Council to make application to the Licensing Authority (Fenland District 
Council) for Temporary Event Notice. 
 
Members decided, on the proposal of Councillor Human, seconded by Councillor Miss Oliver, that 
the Clerk would make application to the Licensing Authority for transfer of the Premises Licence in 
respect of Wisbech Park from Fenland District Council to Wisbech Town Council. 
 

 
Meeting finished at 7.50 pm.  
  
 
Signed…..…………………................                               
 
 
Dated................................................  


