










 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of the  
Annual Wisbech Town Assembly  

held on Monday 6 April 2009, at 7.30 in  
Wisbech Town Council Chamber 

 
Present:  The Town Mayor Cllr J R Farmer; Deputy Mayor, Cllr Mrs Y P Lawrence; and Cllrs  
Mrs C R Cox; N W Frusher; L R V Fulcher; A R Green; M Hill; Mrs J R Jolley; S King; Mrs Y 
Lawrence; Mrs V M Macrae; N A Meekins; P B O’Dell; D Oliver; M A Parker; L Sims; H B 
Wegg; and D A Wheeler. 
 
In attendance:  Erbie Murat (Clerk to Wisbech Town Council);  Cllr Alan Melton FDC 
(economic development portfolio); Robin Sissons (Cambridgeshire Constabulary); Susanah 
Farmer (Deputy Clerk WTC); Sue Irving and Emma Mason (Fenland Citizen); John Smith; 
Kevin Smith; Pauline Frusher; Pat Brown; J Wilson; A Wilson; Sean Finlay; NSH de 
Prochnow; Richard and Margaret Welford; Mr Theobold; Ann Carlisle; John Petch; Ray 
Wicks; Janet Stott; Joan Lane; Alan and Marion Hamey; and Doreen Eden. 
 
Copies of the Draft Wisbech Town Plan were distributed to those present.  
 
1.  Apologies 
Cllr T Wright – Holiday. 
 
On a proposal from Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr Oliver the above apology was 
accepted. 
 
2.  Minutes   
On a proposal from Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr Sims the minutes of the Annual Town 
Assembly held on 14 April 2008 were AGREED.    
 
3.  Mayor’s Welcome 
The Mayor of Wisbech, Cllr Jonathan R Farmer TD welcomed everybody. 
 
4.  Leader’s report 
Cllr David Oliver gave his report (attached to the minute book). 
 
5.  Town Plan 
The Clerk presented the final draft of the Wisbech Town Plan as the final part of the 
consultation process begun at the Town Assembly held on 14 April 2008 (copies circulated).  
Members and parishioners were asked to let the Clerk have any amendments, comments, or 
additions by the end of June 2009.   
 
It was noted that copies were available from the Town Council website, which had copies of 
all Town Council agendas and minutes, together with information about Wisbech Youth 
Council and the heritage of the town.  Copies of the draft Wisbech Town Plan may also be 
obtained from the Clerk’s office.  
 
6.  Public Forum 
a)  Concern was expressed about the development being proposed behind the old Council 
Offices in Church Terrace Car Park.  The Deputy Chairman of Planning committee, Cllr 
Meekins reported that this matter had gone before the Town Council’s Planning Committee 
and the Town Council had raised similar concerns in their response to the Planning 
authority, Fenland District Council.  A copy of the minutes was given to the parishioner.  
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b)  Concerns were expressed about the 45% increase in Town Council precept over the past 
four years, producing a total precept of £179,700 for the next fiscal year (2009/2010). 
 
The Assembly noted that this increased the precept to just under thirty pounds per annum 
for an average band ‘D’ property. 
 
The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes (F&GP) committee, Cllr Green, reported 
that there were significant increases on the demands placed upon the Town Council.  For 
example:  the purchase of the Council Chamber and resultant extensive and on-going 
building works.  Little had been done to the fabric of the building since 1974 when the 
building had transferred into the ownership of Fenland District Council.  Other factors were 
that a significant payment to a former member of staff had been necessary; nearly £60,000 
for CCTV contributions to Fenland District Council; and the achievement of Quality Status by 
the Town Council requiring the implementation of a range of improvements.  He explained 
that these increased demands had reduced the Council’s reserves significantly below a 
prudent level.    
 
The Clerk gave the parishioner a copy of the final income and expenditure figures for 
2008/2009 recently approved by F&GP, showing an addition to reserves of £21,790.41, 
bringing reserves up to £64,148.91.  He explained that there was a financial requirement for 
the Town Council to maintain reserves at a minimum of half the annual budget.  This would 
require a minimum financial reserve of £89,850.  
 
With prudence and planning the Clerk was confident that expenditure could be kept to a 
minimum and contained within budgets. 
 
The Chairman of F&GP, Cllr Green, gave assurances to the parishioner that increases for 
the following fiscal year would be no more than 3%. 
 
c)  Concerns were expressed that a solution to the problems on the Market Place had yet to 
be agreed.  
 
The Mayor, Cllr Farmer, reported to members that the situation was not as clear cut as had 
been reported.  The consultation that had taken place had produced the following results: 
 

 213 voted in favour of parking in one from or another 

 177 for no parking at all 

 60 had ticked other 

 14 had spoilt the questionnaire or not voted at all. 
 
The general view at the Assembly was that there was a need for some control of some 
parking.  On a proposal from Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr Oliver this was AGREED.  
 
7.  Cllr Alan Melton – FDC portfolio holder for economic development.   
Cllr Melton explained his roles both on Fenland District Council (FDC) and on 
Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) and talked of the history and development of 
Wisbech, and that the problem has been lack of investment, but, he said this was changing 
with the riverside development and the College of West Anglia site.  There was 1.5 million 
from housing growth on the riverside; £40 million for better schools in Wisbech; and £70 
million earmarked for Fenland District with the development of the new college in March.  
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He recognised that there seemed to be some division between Wisbech and the rest of 
Fenland, and the rest of the County in some respects.  He described Wisbech as being one 
of the most important market towns in Cambridgeshire – as important as Huntingdon and 
Ely.  
 
He cited: 
 

 1,000 planning applications for homes approved for Wisbech awaiting development, 
and there was a further 500 due on the Eastern side. 

 7 businesses already have been established in the Boathouse out of 39 available 
offices, with a programme to put in 5 a year. 

 Must keep fighting for improvements to the A47 

 The traffic on Freedom Bridge is excessive. 

 Must preserve and enhance open spaces. 

 Govt has recently introduced new guidelines for compulsory purchase – FDC is 
working with a private developer to bring derelict buildings in Wisbech back into use. 

 Are our car-parks where they should be? 

 Consider making more of park and ride. 

 When the market place was proposed to be pedestrianised in 1989 – it should have 
been put into practice to see whether it would work -  as in Rippon, Gainsborough, 
and Chesterfield. 

 Not proposing car parking charges at all – there are people who park in the market 
place all day – in Horsefair with short-term parking each bay may be used 6 times a 
day increasing footfall. 

 Alan wants to see Wisbech as premier town in Northern Cambridgeshire. 

 There is likely to be a new roof tax to raise £1,000 - £1,500 on each new build to 
contribute towards infrastructure. 

 He wants to see good skills, good education, good open space, and good 
infrastructure. 

 Instead of FDC and WTC fighting – let’s work together maturely to make Wisbech 
what it could be. 

 
The Assembly then posed questions to which the outcomes were as follows: 
 

 There is no conservation panel now on FDC – Alan will take it up with the Leader of 
FDC. 

 Present generation of Councillors have to clear up the mess made by former 
administrations. 

 Belfast building is a disgrace with fly posting – FDC is authority for dealing with fly-
posting -  Alan will ask the question. 

 No Wisbech Councillor on FDC’s Cabinet – Not Alan’s decision –Alan pointed out 
that Wisbech is very well represented. He reminded the Assembly that Scrutiny panel 
can bring Cabinet to account and Cllr King is the Chairman. 

 FDC Cabinet members did not know what is going on in Wisbech  -  Both FDC and 
CCC should hold Cabinet meetings in the Boathouse. 

 Consider 2/3 hour short-term parking in the town centre as a restriction. This would 
also be extended to disabled parking. 

 With new developments there will be much more traffic – perhaps 2,000 – 3,000 
more cars  -  Cambridgeshire Horizons is looking at traffic as a whole. 
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 Consider Dutch solution – adequate parking on the outskirts and provide park and 
ride – works very well in Cambridge. 

 Need railway line between Wisbech and March – this will become more important if 
the College moves to march. 

 A605 needs to be enhanced. 

 A47 needs to be duelled. 

 With 2,000 new houses on the cards for Wisbech – 35% as social housing the 
infrastructure is critical. 

 There are new litter enforcement officers – One coming to talk to Town Council at the 
next Town Council meeting.  

 Fenland is flat – ideal for cyclists. 

 Children need spaces. 

 He noticed that the park was very crowded today, which he was pleased to see. 

 There are discussions ongoing at the moment about widening Cromwell Road. 
 
In closing Cllr Melton told the Assembly that all of the above was deliverable, and that he 
would take back the aspirations of the assembly to Fenland District Council and 
Cambridgeshire County Council with a view to delivering some of them. 
 
Fenland District Council, however, cannot raise any extra money.  It is reliant upon 106 
money. 
 
FDC’s budget is only 13 million pounds for the whole district. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20 
 

                                                                       Town Mayor  ………………………………….. 
 

                                                                             Date   ……………………………………….. 
                                                                            

 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of the  
Annual Wisbech Town Assembly  

held on Monday 12 April 2010, at 7.30 in  
Wisbech Town Council Chamber 

 
Present:  The Town Mayor Cllr Mrs YP Lawrence; Deputy Mayor, Cllr N A Meekins; and 
Cllrs Mrs C R Cox; N W Frusher; L R V Fulcher; A R Green; M Hill; Miss S Hoy; Mrs V M 
Macrae; P B O’Dell; D Oliver; M A Parker; H B Wegg; and T Wright.  
 
In attendance:  Erbie Murat (Clerk to Wisbech Town Council);  Ann Carlisle; Brenda Wegg; 
Steve Tierney; Janet Stott; NSH de Prochnow; Gary Garford; and Emma Mason.  
 
Copies of the Wisbech Town Plan were distributed to begin the annual review process.  
 
1.  Apologies 
Cllr Farmer – Work 
Cllr Mrs Jolley – Ill Health 
Cllr Wheeler – Ill Health 
 
On a proposal from Cllr Oliver and seconded by Cllr Green the above apology was 
accepted. 
 
2.  Minutes   
On a proposal from Cllr Meekins and seconded by Cllr Green the minutes of the Annual 
Town Assembly held on 6 April 2009 were AGREED.  It was noted that the minutes had 
been to the Annual Council Meeting on 11 May 2009, where they had been agreed by 
members and had been posted on the website.   
 
3.  Mayor’s Welcome 
The Mayor of Wisbech, Cllr Mrs Yvonne Lawrence welcomed everybody. 
 
4.  Leader’s report 
Cllr David Oliver gave his report.  He complimented the administration for being much more 
pro-active.  He was pleased to commend to the meeting some of the achievements of 
Wisbech Town Council during the year:  Town plan finalised; Wisbech Youth Council 
strengthened; Wisbech Music Festival held over two days in August last year; new Town 
Guide very successful with 14,000 copies distributed; improved Christmas Lights; erected 
Christmas Tree in central plinth; agreed with Environment agency for them to pout scaffold 
pole holders into flood defences for new Christmas lights along the river; reached agreement 
with Fenland District Council to improve allotments provision and service in Wisbech; plans 
made and agreed for the Wisbech Rock festival on 6 June in Wisbech Park in agreement 
with Fenland District Council; plans for Multi-cultural festival in the park; increased grant to 
£31,000 as special projects and small grants; and taken forward plans for a mini Olympics 
for 12 to 18 year olds in May 2011 in partnership with Wisbech Grammar School, Thomas 
Clarkson Community College; Hudson Leisure Centre; Centre4 Youth Club; and the College 
of West Anglia.      
 
5.  Annual Review of the Wisbech Town Plan 
The Clerk presented the Wisbech Town Plan to begin the process of reviewing it.  Members 
and parishioners were asked to let the Clerk have any amendments, comments, or additions 
by the end of June 2010.   
 

Cont  ......................  



 

   
 

-2- 
 
It was noted that copies or the Town Plan are available from the Town Council website, 
which had copies of all Town Council agendas and minutes, together with information about 
Wisbech Youth Council and the heritage of the town, including  copy of the new Town Guide.  
Copies of the Wisbech Town Plan may also be obtained from the Clerk’s office.  
 
6.  Public Participation  
a)  Cllr Green, Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee, reported that the Town 
Council was very much on target to achieve its Reserves target. 
 
Following successes reported to the last Town Assembly, of taking reserves from 
£21,790.41 to £64,148.91 Cllr Green was pleased to report that the Town Council’s reserves 
stood at £90,443.01on 31 March 2010.   This was in keeping with the minimum reserve 
requirement identified last year of £89,850 being six months operating against last year’s 
budget. 
 
He reported that the budget had been set at £194,400, producing a precept increase of just 
2% for 2010/2011.  With prudence and planning the Clerk was confident that expenditure 
could be kept to a minimum and contained within budgets.  The Clerk accepted that reserves 
ought to be at a minimum of £97,200 as 6 months operating costs against budget, and aims 
to add a small amount to the reserves where possible.   
 
b)  Mr De Prochnov raised the question of charging for parking on the Market Place, leading 
to charging elsewhere in Wisbech.  The question was referred to Gary Garford of Fenland 
District Council who was unable to respond due to the Council being in period of purdah.  
Consultation results last year had produced the following results: 
 

 213 voted in favour of parking in one from or another 

 177 for no parking at all 

 60 had ticked other 

 14 had spoilt the questionnaire or not voted at all. 
 
The general view at the Assembly last year was that there was a need for some control of 
some parking.  This is generally the option that has since been approved at District and 
County level. 
 
c)  Mr De Prochnov raised the question of insufficient infrastructure to support developments 
in Wisbech.  This was again referred to Gary Garford who was able to report that the port 
development site had now been remedied ready for building, and that Fenland District 
Council had earmarked £1.7 million for new roads and infrastructure to support the 
development.  The site has not yet been marketed. 
 
FDC’s budget is only 13 million pounds for the whole district. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.50 
 

                                                                       Town Mayor  ………………………………….. 
 
                                                                              
 
 
 

Date   ……………………………………….. 



 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Annual Wisbech Town Assembly  
held on Monday 9 May 2011, at 6.30pm in Wisbech Town Council Chamber 

 
Present:  The Town Mayor Cllr NA Meekins; Deputy Mayor Cllr JR Farmer; and Cllrs MG Bucknor; Mrs 
V Bucknor; Mrs CR Cox; AR Green; RL Griffin; M Hill; Miss S Hoy; D Oliver; HB Wegg; and DA Wheeler.  
 
In attendance:  Erbie Murat (Clerk to Wisbech Town Council); Susanah Farmer (Deputy Clerk); Emma 
Mason (Reporter Fenland Citizen).  
 
Copies of the Wisbech Town Plan were distributed to begin the annual review process.  
 
Apologies, absences and lateness 
 
Apologies 
Cllr Mrs Macrae – Governors meeting 
Cllr McLaren – Fenland district Liberal Democrat group meeting 
Cllr Patrick – Fenland district Liberal Democrat group meeting 
 
Absences without apology 
Cllr SJ Brunton 
Cllr D Hodgson 
Cllr RM Mee 
 
Late 
Cllr M Hill 
Cllr DA Wheeler 
Former Town Cllr LRV Fulcher 
 
1.  Minutes   
Members CONFIRMED the minutes of the last Town Assembly held in the Council Chamber on 12 
April 2010, and NOTED that the next Town Assembly was due to take place in June/July 2012. 
  
2.  Mayor’s Welcome 
The Mayor of Wisbech, Cllr Nick Meekins, welcomed everybody, reported that he had had a very 
successful year, with only two unpleasant situations in over 250 visits.  He enjoyed representing 
Wisbech Town and Council and found many little nuggets of excellence in Wisbech as he did so.  He 
was able to distribute over £3,000 to local organisations.  He handed over to the Leader to give his 
report. 
 
3.  Report of the Leader of Wisbech Town Council for the Civic Year 2010-2011  
Cllr Oliver as the Leader of Wisbech Town Council presented the following report. 
 
IT’S BEEN ANOTHER EXCEPTIONAL YEAR ….. May 2010 saw Issue One of Wisbech  Town Matters - A 
newsletter for the town of Wisbech. This newsletter is produced by Wisbech Town Council bi- 
monthly as part of our Quality Status and the aim of this publication is to support the Town Council in 
what it is doing and to let everyone know what's going on in and around Wisbech. During the year 
we also produced another 15,000 Wisbech Town guides after the success of previous version, 
distributing 30,000 in two years.   
 
We were also able to hold two festivals in the park following our success the previous year.  The first  
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of these was in June.  It was our 2nd Rock Festival, which proved very successful despite the weather.  
 
This was followed in August with our Bring & Share Music & Dance festival, again proving very 
successful.  
 
As the Town Council we continue to allocate small grants to local organisations and again this year 
gave grants of £3450 (in addition to the Mayor‘s distribution).  We also issue special project grants to 
the Value of £20,000.   This shows our long term commitment to the Town of Wisbech. For example 
Wisbech In Bloom received a grant, which we hope contributed to yet another very successful year 
for them. 
 
A year on and our Allotments (that we now own) are going from strength to strength with 
improvements and investment being made.  
 
Christmas lights continue to improve and we were especially congratulated for the new lights down 
the North and South Brinks.  Our thanks go to the Environment Agency and Cambridgeshire County 
Council for supplying the brackets so we could put on such a display.  The Town Council pays for all 
the Christmas Lights and their erection. 
 
We continue to involve ourselves with other organisations to facilitate and take part in events in the 
town, these include the In Bloom/Allotments Presentation Evening in September; Wisbech Arles 
Twinning; Armed Forces Day and Remembrance Sunday, and also we continue to support Rose Fair 
via Park and ride amongst other things.  This council is also involved in Heritage Weekend, Wisbech 
Photographic week, Wisbech Christmas Market and many other events 
 
The Youth Council is still being supported by this Council and may in the near future stand-alone and 
become a Trust in its own right.   
 
Many of you may have seen reports in the press about the Market Place and its transfer.  I would like 
to say that the transfer to Wisbech Town Council will happen in the near Future. 
 
This year like last I must thank the Staff for their outstanding hard work and commitment to a 
Council that has set some difficult targets and tasks. I have to say when this Council asks for things to 
be done they carry them out efficiently. This Council should be proud of its hard working team of 
staff.  
 
What of the future?  -  The first priority is to continue with our work on the Market Place, ready 
ourselves for what other things may come our way and prepare to work closely with other partners 
to achieve our goals and keep Wisbech as Capital of the Fens. 
 
Finally I would like to personally thank all Councillors for all their help over the last year. 
 
4.  Annual Review of the Wisbech Town Plan  

You may download a copy of the Plan from the Wisbech Town Council website  
 

http://www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk/  or, copies may be obtained by contacting the Clerk’s 
Office. 
 
Copies were given to everyone present and posted to all members of Wisbech Town Council.   
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Everyone has been asked to let the Town Clerk have, in writing, any amendments, additions or 
variations to the Wisbech Town Plan by the end of May so that it may be refreshed and taken to 
Council.   
 
 

The meeting closed at 7.00pm 
 

                                                           
 
 

      Town Mayor  ............................………………………………….. 
 
                                                                              
 
 
 

Date   ……......................……………………………….. 



 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Annual Wisbech Town Assembly  
held on Monday 28 May 2012, at 7.30pm in Wisbech Town Council Chamber 

 
Present:  The Town Mayor Cllr Mrs V MacRae; Mayor for 2011/2012 Cllr JR Farmer; Deputy Mayor 
Cllr Miss S Hoy and Cllrs SJ Brunton; MG Bucknor; Mrs V Bucknor; Mrs CR Cox; RL Griffin; M Hill;  
R McLaren; RM Mee; DC Oliver; and HB Wegg.  
 
In attendance:  Erbie Murat (Clerk to Wisbech Town Council); Susanah Farmer, Deputy Clerk; Keith 
Smith (Octavia View); Kevin Rogers (Lions); George Dunlop (Vivien Trust); and Cnty Cllr Steve Tierney    
 
Copies of the Wisbech Town Plan were distributed to begin the annual review process.  
 
Apologies 
Cllr D Hodgson 
 
Absences without apology 
DR Patrick; GP Tibbs; and DA Wheeler 
 
1. Mayor’s Welcome 
Thank you all for joining me this evening at Wisbech Town Assembly.  I follow Councillor Jonathon 
Farmer as Mayor.  Jonathan has been a great ambassador for Wisbech over the last year and I have 
enjoyed working with him as his deputy.  Thank you, Jonathan.  
  
Over the last year as Deputy Mayor I have seen many changes and been involved in many 
challenges.   In particular the challenges and changes for voluntary groups, charities, schools, 
businesses and us, the Town Council, and how they have affected the fabric of our town and our 
communities.  
  
During my term of office as Mayor I hope to encourage more people to take an active role in our 
community.  I wish to highlight the contribution anyone can make by volunteering their time for free 
and offering their expertise.  Wisbech would not be the town it is today if it wasn’t for volunteers.    
This Council is composed of volunteers.  Much of what goes on in Wisbech is based on voluntary 
work.  People give their time and expertise to help our town and make it a better place to live.   
 
We as a Council support and facilitate many voluntary organisations and events within the town.   
As an example of this support, Wisbech Town Council offered at no cost the use of these chambers 
to the recently formed Wisbech Town Team.  This team is an example of voluntary work.  It was 
formed as a result of Wisbech being the subject of derogatory media tabloid and TV attention earlier 
this year.   Fortunately, rather than viewing this negatively, it encouraged and inspired local people 
to look at the issues ‘head on’.  It roused Wisbech to have a voice and showed that our community 
can take responsibility for our town.   
  
 In these difficult financial times, our Voluntary and Charitable organisations take on more demands 
and challenges with less financial resources available to them.   
  
To make our community work in a better way, we need to recognise within ourselves the value of 
giving ‘time’, and not ‘what’s in it for me?’   
   
Some Clubs and Support Groups provide the only means of social contact or help for many members 
of our community, such as the elderly, the disabled, the disadvantaged or just those new to the area.    
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They also provide an opportunity for young people to learn while having fun, such as the Girls 
Venture Corps Air Cadets, The Sea Cadets and Scout groups, to name but a few.    
  
During the coming year I look forward to meeting the people who make these opportunities possible 
and see the work of numerous organisations.  
  
Many of our events and functions; The Wisbech Rose Fair, The Wisbech Arts Festival, The Wisbech 
Multicultural Festival, The Heritage Weekend and our Jubilee celebrations, would not exist without 
people giving their expertise and time together with the support of Wisbech Town Council.  
  
Other Voluntary Groups help make the Town a pleasure for the tourist to visit.    
In summer our town is alive with floral displays, designed and maintained by the Wisbech in Bloom 
and Waterlees in Bloom voluntary teams.  This happens with financial help and support from 
Wisbech town Council.  
 
 As a consequence of Fenland District Council’s cutbacks Wisbech has lost its Tourist Information 
Centre.  To make up for this loss, The Wisbech And District Tourism Development Group was formed 
from volunteers to open an information centre of their own.  Wisbech Town Council has facilitated 
this with financial support.  This will enable any visitor to find out all they need to know to make the 
most of their stay in Wisbech and will help the local community make the most of local businesses 
and the many facilities this town offers.  
  
 Our Sports Clubs provide support and encouragement to our younger residents.  As an example of 
the untold voluntary work that goes on behind the scenes, Wisbech Cricket Club provided a Cricket 
Summer School, to teach children of all abilities, during the School Holidays.  
  
The untimely death of Cllr. Roger Green, a former Mayor, who was himself a sportsman and avid 
supporter of Wisbech Town Football Club, was a great loss to both Wisbech and its Town Council.    
 As a memorial to Cllr. Green’s dedication to this council and to sport, Wisbech Town Council 
decided to create the Roger Green Young Sportsperson Award.  I look forward to presenting this 
award. It will be a great honour for me.  
  
 Wisbech Town Council has also been hard at work behind the scenes!  With the Market Place now 
back in our ownership we face many challenges, not least the perpetual issue of Cars on the Market 
Place!   We will soon have the experimental traffic order in place and the people of Wisbech will 
have an opportunity to have their say on how they feel the experiment is working.  (or not!)  
   
 Now with the Market Place belonging to Wisbech, we are able to celebrate our Diamond Jubilee in 
OUR town centre.  As my proclamation asserts   “we will have music, entertainment and 
miscellaneous stalls of various and sundry local organisations for the edification and enjoyment of all 
the peoples of Wisbech.”  What better way of celebrating this historic event.  
  
 I thank the Town Clerk, Erbie Murat, together with Deputy Town Clerk, Susanah Farmer, for their 
continued hard work as demonstrated in the recent achievement of the re-accreditation of Wisbech 
Town Council as “A Quality Town Council”.  
  
Perhaps on a more pressing note, Wisbech Town Council is seeking to purchase the toilets in 
Wisbech Park and Exchange Square from Fenland District Council.  

 Cont  ............................... 



 

   
 
Their imminent closure caused a public outcry, but with dedication from councillors who listened to 
the voice of Wisbech people, a small, but very important step, in retaining facilities for Wisbech has 
been achieved.   
   
Turning now to the present, we have a busy year ahead here in Wisbech, with events and festivals 
for all members of our community.  I look forward throughout my year as Mayor, to meet as many 
people as possible, those who work in and contribute to our town.  The people who create a Town 
full of opportunities and activities for people to take part in and enjoy.    
  
I look forward to working closely with the Town Beadle, Alister Hopkins.  I am sure he will provide 
me with sound direction and advice, whether I think I need it or not.  
  
 I would like to thank my family, friends and fellow councillors for the support they have given me.    
   
 And as Mayor of Wisbech Town, I say ‘thank you’ to you all.   
  
 2.   To note the Minutes of the meeting of Town Assembly on 9 May 2011 
Members noted the minutes of the meeting of the last Town Assembly on 9 May 2011  
 
3.    Report of the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 
I am pleased to say that Wisbech has been able to achieve a great deal in the last few years, 
including the acquisition (at a peppercorn rate) of:    

 the Council Chamber and offices; 

  44.4 acres of allotments; and    

 the Market Place. 
 

Fenland District Council has also been generous in giving us a grant of £18,000 towards the 
allotments, and a further £25,000 to improve the Market Place. 
 
During this period we have also gained Quality Status, and maintained it, achieving re-accreditation 
recently.   We have also organised a great many community events such as the Rock Festivals and 
the Multi-cultural festivals, and the Town Council is looking forward to continuing growth and 
development.  
 
The Town Clerk, and the Deputy Clerk have worked extremely hard throughout this period, and I 
would like to thank them on behalf of the Council.  
 
We have now been offered the freehold of two of the toilet blocks in the town which this Council is 
in the process of buying.  This Town Council believes that this will be a good investment in the social 
well-being of Wisbech.  This Council believes that anything other than a freehold purchase would be 
inadequate for the people of Wisbech.  Investment in the future of the Rail Link between Wisbech 
and March also forms part of the Town Council’s objectives. 
 
4.   Annual Review of the Wisbech Town Plan  

Assembly noted that the Wisbech Town Plan was published in the Town’s newsletter, Wisbech 
Town Matters – Spring issue (attached), and published on the Council’s website  
http://www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk/  Many of the objectives have been achieved such as 
acquiring the town’s allotments, and purchasing the Market Place – new objectives will need to 
be formulated, and recommended to the Town Council.   
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5.    To receive the Town Council’s Annual Report for the Municipal Year 2011-2012 (attached) 
Cllr Jonathan Farmer, Town Mayor for the municipal year 2011/2012 presented the Town Council 
Annual report.  
 
On embarking on my second term of office as Mayor, I wondered if it would be any different to my 
previous experience. I am pleased to say it has been just as rewarding, invigorating, and challenging, 
and my Mayoral year has flown by.  
 
The Mayor is also the Chairman of the Council and this year Wisbech saw several new councillors 
elected as a result of the elections in May and a by-election held upon the unfortunate death of Cllr 
Roger Green. They have assisted the Council in growing and developing throughout the year, taking 
on new challenges and opportunities. This seems set to continue as the Town takes advantage of 
new localism powers. Wisbech has also seen major investment from other sources such as 
improvements to Thomas Clarkson Community College, development of the College of West Anglia 
site; completion of the latest phase of the Nene Waterfront Development; improvements to the 
town’s flood defences; and major private investment for the White Lion and the Rose and Crown 
hotels. I look forward to the town continuing to prosper and flourish as Capital of the Fens.  
 
Working with many partners the Town Council continues its Festivals, Christmas Lights Switch-On, 
and Heritage Open Days each year. The Wisbech Heritage Open Days have encouraged other towns 
across Fenland to participate in the scheme. We are also pleased to continue support of the Rose 
Fair, Wisbech In Bloom, and Wisbech Christmas Market. This year also sees the extended Wisbech 
Arts Festival and, of course, the celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Wisbech Town 
Council is honouring the occasion by holding a Street Party in Wisbech Market Place on Bank Holiday 
Monday, June 4th, where there will be lots of free entertainment for everyone. 
 
The civic year has seen the Mayor and Mayoress participating in or attending over three hundred 
events including the opening of a range of shops and businesses, coffee mornings, civic services, 
visits to homes for the elderly, civic receptions, art exhibitions, dramatic performances, carol 
services, award ceremonies, summer fetes, the Rose Fair, brass band concerts, pancake races, 
funerals, official openings of fairs, Christmas dinners, civic dinners, civic balls, annual general 
meetings of charities, visits by foreign students, national heritage weekend, carnivals, visits to 
schools, open days, tree plantings, the Wisbech Christmas lights switch on, opening the Wisbech 
Christmas market, fashion shows, visits to RAF stations, choral recitals, town tours, musical evenings, 
100 year birthday parties, charity events, visits by students celebrating Easter, the Wisbech Horse 
Fair, and the annual cricket match between Wisbech Cricket Club and the MCC. 
 
It never ceases to amaze me that so many people give freely of their time and energy to so many 
good causes.  Although there are too many to name individually, I would like to take this opportunity 
to give thanks to the In Bloom team, the Rose Fair Committee, the Rosmini Centre and all other 
community organisations for their efforts for the town. I also await the outcome of the Town Team 
bid and their plans for the future, and wish the new Information Centre all future success as they 
prepare for their first season. 
 
Another group of people, often very misrepresented, are the youth of Wisbech. We should be so 
proud of the young people and adult helpers who make our local youth groups such successes, 
offering interesting and stimulating things to do and role models for the future. A special mention 
must go toy our cadet units who are always willing to assist the Mayor in fundraising activities or 
support at civic events. 
 



 

   
 
I was delighted to be able to say thank you at my recent Charity Distribution by giving out over 
£3,000 to youth and welfare groups towards continuing their work supporting and developing the 
people of Wisbech. 
 
I am confident that the people of Wisbech have a Town Council that is working hard to look after 
their interests and that the council will in the year ahead be able to build on its success.  For more 
information please look at our web-site.   
 

www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk 
 

6     Public Participation 
The meeting was then opened for any member of the public to speak.  One member of the public 
spoke – Cllr Steve Tierney. 
 
Thank you Chairman. 
 
I wanted to speak tonight in response to a letter that has appeared in both our local newspapers 
over the last couple of weeks, penned by the collective members of what is known as the opposition 
to the ruling group on Wisbech Town Council. 
 
I don’t speak as a councillor today, but only as a member of the public who lives in the town with my 
family and who loves Wisbech as much as everybody else in this room must surely do. 
 
When I read the letter I confess to being disappointed.  The reason that I was disappointed is that I 
hold the opposition members on this Town Council in high regard and think the town well-served, in 
general, by their commitment and dedication.  I believe that the Town Council as a whole has 
stepped up a gear in the last couple of years and every member must share the credit for that, 
regardless of party affiliation. 
 
But this time I feel that the opposition members were a little too quick to complain when they could 
have cheered and a little too quick to oppose when they could have supported.  Unfortunately, the 
word “opposition” seems to have been taken too literally.  I wanted to give another side to public 
opinion. 
 
As many of you know I own and run a little tea room and restaurant in the town centre.  Thanks to 
this role I encounter a great many members of the public outside of any political position I hold – 
who are often happy to share their views on local issues.   So I can tell you that in my experience the 
majority of townsfolk very much support the town council’s rescue of our local loos.  Most people 
think this was money well spent and are pleased to see that the important facilities wont be lost.  
My own family often use the wonderful town park and it is a blessing to know that when my son 
spends a happy day kicking a ball about, riding his bike and zooming down the zipline – there’ll be a 
place to wee when he needs it.  Excuse my French. 
 
In regards to the Bramley Line – the issue of a railway for the town is one that most people aspire to, 
but there is a variety of views on whether it is actually viable or not.  For this reason I was really 
excited when the town council decided to put the matter to the public via a vote in the Citizen.  I 
cannot think of a fairer or more sensible way to decide such a controversial issue and I believe that 
most people respect this most localist of approaches that the council has taken. 
 
People object when high council tax rises are handed down to them during tough times.  I object to  
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that myself.  But they object most when such rises are swallowed up by bureaucracy, or seem to 
vanish into a black hole of spending.  This council has shown no signs of that.  Rather, you appear to 
be using your resources sensibly, transparently and democratically.  You are doing things that people 
have told you they want you to do.  I don’t claim to speak for everyone, Chairman.  But most people 
I have spoken to are enthused about the things this Town Council has done and will be doing.  And 
while nobody particularly wants to pay an extra 20p a week – I suspect most people find the 
prospect of your work merits that small cost.   And many of us are very satisfied with the work you 
are doing.  Thank you. 
 
There being no further speakers the mayor closed the meeting.  

 
 

The meeting closed at 7.00pm 
 

                                                           
 
 

      Town Mayor  ............................………………………………….. 
 
                                                                              
 
 
 

Date   ……......................……………………………….. 



 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Wisbech Town Annual Assembly  
held on Tuesday 28 May 2013, at 7.30pm  

in Wisbech Town Council Chamber 
 

Present:  The Town Mayor Cllr Miss S Hoy; Mayor for 2011/2012 Cllr Mrs V MacRae; Cllrs 
S Brunton; M Bucknor; Mrs V Bucknor; Mrs C Cox; J Farmer; R Griffin; D Hodgson; R Mee; 
D Oliver; G Tibbs; Ms M Tanfield, S Tierney and D Wheeler. 
 
In attendance:  Susanah Farmer, Deputy Clerk; Mr G Dunlop; Mr R Rawson.    
 
Apologies 
Cllr M Hill 
Cllr D Patrick 
Cllr R McLaren 
 
1. Welcome by the Mayor Wisbech 2013-2014, Cllr Miss Samantha Hoy 
The Mayor welcomed fellow councillors and members of the public to the Annual Assembly 
for the town of Wisbech. The Annual Report was distributed to attendees. 
 
2. To note the Minutes of the meeting of Town Assembly on 28 May 2012  
Members noted the minutes of the meeting of the last Town Assembly on 28 May 2012 
which had been ratified at the Town Council meeting of 25 June 2012. 
 
3. Report of the Mayor of Wisbech Town Council 2012-2013, Cllr Mrs Viv MacRae 
Members noted the report from Cllr Mrs MacRae as found in the Annual Report. 

 
4. Report of the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 2012-2013, Cllr David Oliver 
Members noted the Leader’s Report as in the Annual Report. Cllr Oliver wished to add: 
The past two years have seen the Town Council regain first; the ownership of the market 
place in 2011, and then the market in 2012. This has been a challenging time with 
interesting and thought-provoking situations that have been tackled and resolved. Staff and 
members have addressed issues and overcome difficulties, learning by their experiences. 
There is still much work to do, and the Committee is working alongside traders and retailers 
with the aim of promoting, enhancing and making more use of the market place. 
 
Following the FDC closure of the public toilets, Wisbech Town Council have now taken 
ownership of the toilets in Exchange Square and Wisbech Park. The redecoration of the 
toilets in Exchange Square is planned to take place soon, and general maintenance works 
looked at for both Exchange Square and Wisbech Park to carry out any improvements or 
refurbishment needed. Both sets of toilets are under a regular cleansing contract. 
 
The year saw three successful events in the Jubilee Festival, the Rock Festival and the 
Christmas Lights Switch On. These are planned to continue, with the Festival in the town 
centre to take place on Sunday 2 June, and the Music Festival in Wisbech Park planned for 
Sunday 4 August, and the Christmas Lights Switch On, which, this year is planned for 
Sunday 1 December (a departure from previously in response to comments and 
suggestions). 
 
5.  Wisbech Town Plan -  2013 - 2020 
It was noted that the current Wisbech Town Plan for 2008-2014 could be found on the Town 
Council website http://www.wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk/ 
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Attendees were asked for suggestions for new objectives, which will need to be formulated 
and recommended to the Town Council. 
 
On the Proposal of Cllr Oliver, Seconded by Cllr Mrs Bucknor, it was agreed that a Working 
Party would be formed to re-asses the Town Plan and formulate new objectives. 
 
Town Council members on this Working Party would be: 
Cllrs S Brunton, M Bucknor, Mrs V Bucknor, J Farmer, D Oliver, Ms M Tanfield, and D 
Wheeler. 
 
6. Public Participation 
An opportunity for members of the public to bring to the Town Council’s attention matters 
relating to the town or its electors. The Mayor asked if there were any issues attendees 
wished to raise. 
 
Mr Dunlop wished to raise the issue of derelict buildings in Wisbech. He wished for pressure 
to be put on owners to make an acceptable appearance as the buildings were high profile in 
the town, especially with the historical importance. Constantine House was especially 
noticeable in its prominent location. He was concerned that Fenland Council were not taking 
sufficient or adequate action. He had concerns over the processes that had allowed the 
removal of Dann’s Clock and thanked Richard Barnwell for all his work in tracking it down 
and returning it to Wisbech. 
 
Cllr Oliver stated that Cllr Simon King had been given the task of chairing an FDC group to 
look at the buildings in Wisbech and come up with solutions. It was also noted that Gary 
Garford had answered questions on this subject at the last meeting of the Town Council and 
reference should be made to those minutes. Cllr Mrs Bucknor endorsed the concerns raised 
and said that concerns were raised regularly at FDC meetings. 
 
It was agreed that tourism was of vital importance to Wisbech and the surrounding area, and 
Cllr Hodgson made reference to the Fens Tourism Board, which included business members 
as well as councillors. Cllr Bucknor also wished it noted that it was not only tourists, but 
industry and retail that needed to be attracted to the area. 
 
A view was expressed that FDC was not seen to be active enough. Cllr Oliver hoped that the 
assessment and formulation of the new Town Plan may raise these issues and act as an 
incentive to FDC. 
 
Ideas were raised such as: 
Working with, and learning from, the Borough of Kings Lynn & West Norfolk. 
Project management of derelict buildings with prioritisation and work timescales. 
More transparency of what is being done. 
Specific issues need to be raised direct with FDC members or officers 
 
There being no further speakers the mayor closed the meeting.  

 
The meeting closed at 8.03pm 
 

                                                           
      Town Mayor  ............................………………………………….. 

 
                                                             

Date   ……......................……………………………….. 
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WISBECH TOWN ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
27 MAY 2014 - 7.30pm – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
Present:  Councillor Hill, Town Mayor; Councillors Brunton; Bucknor; Mrs Bucknor; Mrs Cox; 
Griffin; Hodgson, Hoy, Mee, Macrae; Oliver; Ms Tanfield and Tierney. 
 
Apologies: Councillors McLaren, Patrick and Tibbs. 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Cox, Mr T Darnes , T Jordan (Locum Clerk to the Council) and Ms G 
Newell. 
 
A1/14   Welcome by the Mayor of Wisbech 2014-15, Councillor Hill  
 
The Mayor welcomed fellow councillors and other attendees to the Annual Assembly for the 
town of Wisbech. The Annual Report 2013/14 was distributed to attendees. 
 
A2/14   Minutes of the meeting of Town Assembly held on 28 May 2013  
 
Members noted the minutes of the meeting of the last Town Assembly on 28 May 2013, 
which had been ratified at the Town Council meeting of 10 June 2013. 
 
A3/14   Report of the Mayor of Wisbech Town Council 2013/14, Councillor Miss Hoy 
 
Members noted the report from Councillor Miss Hoy, as printed in the Annual Report. 

 
A4/14   Report of the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 2013/14, Cllr Oliver 
 
Members noted the report from Councillor Oliver, as printed in the Annual Report. 
 
A5/14   Shape Your Place community website 
 
Members received a presentation from Mrs H Cox, an officer of Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s Community Engagement Team, on the Shape Your Place (SYP) community 
website. 
 
Mrs Cox, whose role at the County Council is to assist and encourage the public to engage 
with the SYP website, explained that the SYP website, which is operated and managed by 
the County Council, provides a facility through which members of the public within 
Cambridgeshire are able to 
 

 raise issues of community concern (which would receive a response from various 
agencies – the County Council, the District Council, Cambridgeshire Constabulary, 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service – within 10 working days) 
 

 publicise events and activities 
 

 have “conversations” about topics of community interest 
 

 recruit volunteers for local groups etc. 
 

 post videos and photographs of matters of public interest. 
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Mrs Cox showed two short video films which had been posted on the Shape Your Place 
website, one of which showed Police Inspector Robin Sissons explaining the Gating Order 
for New Bell Lane and the other consisting of a number of interviews of local people saying 
what they love about Wisbech. 
 
Mrs Cox mentioned that that the website is broken-down into seventeen geographical areas 
in total across Cambridgeshire, four of which fall within Fenland; one of those four relates to 
Wisbech and the surrounding villages. Since the website began, around five years ago, 
there have been in excess of 100,000 visits to the Fenland element of Shape Your Place. 
 
Mrs Cox responded to members’ questions. 
 
Members concurred with the suggestion of Councillor Tierney that Wisbech Town Council 
should consider how it could make greater use of Shape Your Place as a free-of-charge 
means of publicity (such as publishing council agendas and minutes and advertising events 
and activities). 
 
Members decided that the information reported by Mrs Cox be noted. 
 
A6/14   Fenland District Council’s Environmental Health and Street Scene services 
 
Members received a presentation from Mr T Darnes, an Environmental Health Officer at 
Fenland District Council, and Ms G Newell, a Street Scene Officer at that council, on the 
services provided to the public by their respective teams. 
 
Mr Darnes explained that his duties cover matters relating to food safety, health and safety 
enforcement, pollution control, noise nuisance and the Port Health function. He mentioned 
that the council had received approximately 300 requests for these services during the last 
six months. Mr Darnes gave details of some of the wildlife health matters with which he had 
been involved during his time as an Environmental Health Officer at Fenland District Council. 
 
Mr Darnes commented that the Environmental Health Service at Fenland District Council is 
responsible for enforcing more than 70 pieces of legislation; however, the council’s approach 
is to address issues through encouragement and persuasion rather than enforcement. 
 
Ms Newell informed members of the nature of her role, as a member of the Street Scene 
Team, at Fenland District Council and of her contact details; she commented that the Street 
Scene deals with issues such as littering, dog fouling and is considering the introduction of 
working on Saturdays. In addition, she mentioned the newsletter produced by the 
Environmental Health and Street Scene services and asked members to inform her of any 
topics which they feel could usefully be included in future editions. 
 
Mr Darnes and Ms Newell responded to members’ questions. 
 
A7/14   Public Participation 
 
The Locum Town Clerk reported that no member the public had submitted a matter for 
consideration at the Annual Assembly. Furthermore, there were no members of the public in 
attendance. 
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Meeting finished at 8.30pm 
 

                                                           
Signed   ............................………………………………… (Town Mayor) 

 
                                                             

Date   ……......................………………………………. 


