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WISBECH TOWN ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

26 MAY 2015 – 7.30 pm – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBER 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Present: Councillor Hodgson, Town Mayor; Councillors Brunton, Mrs Cox, Hill, Miss 

Kumalane, Lay, Mrs Lay, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Schooling and Tierney. 

Apologies: Councillors Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Miss Hoy and Human. 

In attendance: One member of the public. 

A1/15   Welcome by the Mayor of Wisbech 2015/16 

The Mayor, Councillor Hodgson, welcomed fellow councillors and other attendees to the 

Annual Assembly for the town of Wisbech. The Annual Report 2015/16 was distributed to 

attendees. 

A2/15   Minutes of the meeting of the Town Assembly held on 27 May 2014 

Members decided, upon a proposal by Councillor Hill, seconded by Councillor Lay, that the 

minutes of the Town Assembly held on 27 May 2014 be approved. 

A3/15   Report of the Mayor of Wisbech 2014/15 

Members noted the report from the Mayor of Wisbech 2014/15, Councillor Hill, as printed in 

the Annual Report. 

A4/15   Report of the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 2014/15 

Members noted the report from the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 2014/15, Councillor 

Oliver, as printed in the Annual Report. 

A5/15   Wisbech Town Plan  

In accordance with the decision of Wisbech Town Council at minute 126/14, consideration 

was given to commencing a review of the latest version of the Wisbech Town Plan (ensuring 

that the new version aligns with the Wisbech 2020 Vision). At minute 126/14 the council 

agreed that the review should include consultation with the public, through all appropriate 

means of engagement, to ascertain their aspirations for Wisbech. 

It is considered that the Wisbech Town Annual Assembly provides one of the potential 

means of community consultation. 

The Clerk to Wisbech Town Council had produced, and had circulated to attendees at the 

meeting, a report which detailed the background to preparation of the original Wisbech Town 

Plan (which covered the period April 2008 to March 2014), mentioned the fact that it had 

been reviewed briefly at the each of the Annual Assemblies from 2009 until 2013 and listed 

many of the council’s achievements since production of the original plan (in 2008); the 

achievements include: 

 taking on, from Fenland District Council, the ownership and management of Wisbech 

Market Place and two sets of public toilets 

 working with partner organisations to achieve regeneration of Wisbech town centre 

 delivering or supporting, each year, a number of community events and festivals 

 providing significant improvements to the town’s Christmas lights in 2014, with further 

improvements planned for 2015 
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 creation of a “Working Together for Wisbech” partnership with Fenland District Council, to 

develop a shared approach to the management of community assets (starting with open 

space areas) 

 providing an alternative site for the Fenland and West Norfolk Aviation Museum, which 

could otherwise have needed to consider re-location many miles from Wisbech. 

Councillor Tierney commented that he welcomes the opportunity to undertake a detailed 

review of the Wisbech Town Plan, expressing the opinion that Wisbech Town Council 

should, because it is the tier of local government which is “closest” to the community of 

Wisbech, take a lead on seeking to ensure that the needs and aspirations of the people of 

the town are met. He added that Wisbech Town Council has the opportunity to undertake a 

comprehensive piece of work, with the aim of improving the situation for local people. 

Councillor Lay stated that he possesses considerable experience of planning matters and 

would like to be involved in the review process. 

Councillor Oliver expressed the opinion that it is important for Wisbech Town Council to be 

seen as a “driving force” in proposals for the future development/regeneration of the town; 

the council must be seen as a partner in the Wisbech 2020 Vision work. He suggested that a 

working party be established to progress a review of the Wisbech Town Plan. 

Councillor Tierney commented that he would be happy to lead such a working party 

It was decided, unanimously, on a proposal of Councillor Schooling, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs MacRae, that a Wisbech Town Plan Working Party (to be led by Councillor Tierney) be 

established to progress a review of the town plan. 

A6/15   Public participation 

The Clerk to the Council reported that no member of the public had had submitted a matter 

for consideration at the Annual Assembly. 

It was decided that the situation be noted. 

A7/15   Future Annual Assemblies 

Councillor Oliver expressed his disappointment that only one member of the public had 

taken the opportunity to attend this year’s Annual Town Assembly. 

Councillor Oliver expressed the opinion that it is important for the council to have in place 

mechanisms by why the community is able to engage with the council; the Annual Assembly 

provides such a mechanism. He commented that he values the “challenge” that residents of 

the town are able to bring to the council’s thinking and the impact that such “challenge” can 

have upon its decision-making, in the best interests of the town. 

It was decided that efforts be made by members and officers of the council to seek to 

increase the level of public attendance and participation at future Wisbech Town 

Assemblies. 

Meeting finished at 7.50 pm 

 

Signed ………………………………………. (Town Mayor) 

Date ………………………………………….. 


