
WeddingsWeddings
and other eventsand other events





WelcomeWelcome

Wisbech Castle is a beautiful Grade II* Listed building in the 

heart of Wisbech, Capital of the Fens.  

Having spent two years in restoration by a team of dedicated 

volunteers the Castle is now able to host 
events including weddings, vow renewals, hand-fast celebrations 

and anniversaries. 
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A warm welcomeA warm welcome
throughout the yearthroughout the year



The Fendick 
Room is a 

ceremony space 
for 

up to 
34 people

and the Medworth 
Room is just opposite for 
pre-ceremony finishing 

touches

The Fendick RoomThe Fendick Room



The newly-weds, The newly-weds, 
Mr and Mrs OdellMr and Mrs Odell

and the bride with her father (right)and the bride with her father (right)





The Main Lawn and view of The Main Lawn and view of 
rear lawn with fountainrear lawn with fountain



The Main LawnThe Main Lawn

The Main Lawn is an immaculately grassed area with The Main Lawn is an immaculately grassed area with 
water feature and stunning flower-beds. Your reception water feature and stunning flower-beds. Your reception 

can take place under a selection of  structures (supplied by can take place under a selection of  structures (supplied by 
you or your wedding planner)you or your wedding planner)



* i.e. bringing in structures such as 
marquees, caterers and bar yourself.

Hiring Wisbech Castle for your wedding 
and Reception is available on a 

‘dry hire’ basis only*

Castle hire fees are available upon request:
wisbech.castle@wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk

01945 461333



View from the Castle rearView from the Castle rear



It’s your special It’s your special 
celebration... the celebration... the 
design is up to design is up to 

you! you! 



Example of  a perfect romantic wedding reception on the Main Lawn







View from Castle View from Castle 
front windowfront window



Your Event, Your ChoiceYour Event, Your Choice
Other Events that can be held Other Events that can be held 

at Wisbech Castleat Wisbech Castle
• Anniversaries
• Renewal of  Vows
• Handfasting
• Remembrance Receptions
• Baby Showers / Naming
• Themed Afternoon Teas

• Birthday Parties
• Outdoors Talks
• Outdoors Classrooms
• Paranormal Events
• Vaults Tours

Castle hire fees are available 
upon request:

wisbech.castle@wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk

01945 461333



Hand-FastingHand-Fasting



Jumping the BroomJumping the Broom
What are the What are the 

handfasting vows? handfasting vows? 

Many times, Many times, 
couples will couples will 

exchange vows exchange vows 
while their hands while their hands 

are still bound are still bound 
together.together.

 This is known as  This is known as 
the handfasting the handfasting 

vows, and vows, and 
it's common it's common 

among couples among couples 
everywhere. everywhere. 

It's a creative spin It's a creative spin 
on traditional on traditional 
vows, as your vows, as your 
hands are tied hands are tied 
together while together while 
you make your you make your 

promises to each promises to each 
other.other.







The Celebration of
a Precious Life 

Lost



The Celebration of The Celebration of 
a Precious Life a Precious Life 

to Cometo Come





Edwardian themed Edwardian themed 
Afternoon TeaAfternoon Tea



Birthday CelebrationsBirthday Celebrations
for all agesfor all ages





Wisbech Castle Front ViewWisbech Castle Front View



Outdoor Talks and Outdoor Talks and 
ClassroomsClassrooms



The Castle Vaults are very popular with paranormal experience groups



Deep beneath the gardens of Wisbech 
Castle lie The Vaults!

This extensive series of underground 
passages has a long history of differ-
ent uses including as a prison  
for a brief period of time. The well 

and some earlier wall materials may 
have mediaeval origins. Entrance to 

the vaults faces east and was built by 
Joseph Medworth c.1816 for access to 

the well.   
The Wisbech Castle Project is bring-
ing the vaults back for public access, 
with plans to add audio/visual effects 

and props in keeping with the his-
toric uses of the vault to create an 
interesting and atmospheric public 

and tourist attraction.





“A castle in spirit, history on our doorstep”



View of  the Dungeons at the Back of  
Wisbech Castle

Late 1960s   Anniss L.G.

Wisbech Castle
Late 1960s   Anniss L.G.
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Wisbech Castle, 
according to 

historians, was built 
by William the 
Conqueror for a check 
to the malcontents 
of  the Isle of  Ely, 
over which castle he 
appointed a constable, 
with a garrison 
of  soldiers under 
him, for he found it 
exceeding difficult to 
dislodge them out of  
the fens; upon which 
he built a castle of  
turf  over against it, 
from which they had 
frequent skirmishes. 
(Gentlemen’s 
Magazine 1774)
Saxon / Norman 
Wisbech

Even after substantial 
development during 
the centuries, the 
shape and extent of  
the original castle can 
be seen in the layout 
of  the town centre, 
especially the curve of  
the market

A well still exists, 
located within the 
vaults now within the 
garden of  the present 
building. As once dug 
such a well is usually 
kept rather than 
replaced, it is possible 
from its position that 
this was the site of  the 
Norman keep.

That it was an 
important building 
may be taken from its 
use and the recorded 
visits of  influential 
personages. Edward 
I visited it in 1292, 
1298, 1300, and 1305. 
From the late 13th 
century the building 
was mainly used as 
a prison and as a 
place for holding the 
bishop's courts.

In 1236, both Town 
and castle were swept 
away in a terrible 
inundation. The 
castle remained in 
ruins for the better 

half  of  a century. 
In 1315 Richard 
Lambert of  Lynn, 
illegally imprisoned in 
Wisbech Castle, was 
“so inhumanly gnawed 
by toads and other 
venomous vermin that 
his life was despaired 
of ”. Cal. Pat. 1281-92, 
434; 1313-17, 318.
The ruinous Norman 
castle was replaced 
by a palace for the 
Bishops of  Ely in 
1478.

During the reign of  
Elizabeth I the castle 
was used as a prison 
for Roman Catholic 
recusants. In the last 
years of  the 16th 
century there were 33 
English Catholics held 
prisoner in Wisbech 
Castle. A quarrel arose 
among them that 
came to be known as 
the "Wisbech Stirs". 
Catesby and Tresham, 
principal conspirators 
in the 'Gunpowder 



Plot', were also prisoners in 
the castle.
In 2009, the Wisbech Castle 
community archaeology 
project was funded by a Your 
Heritage HLF grant jointly 
awarded to Cambridgeshire 
County Council and Oxford 
Archaeology East. The aim 
of  the project was to work 
with local volunteers to 
investigate the site of  the 
former Wisbech Castle and 
search for remains of  the 

Bishop of  Ely’s palace which 
once stood at the site in the 
14th century.
Volunteers excavated 
test pits and small 
trenches across the site 
and underground, within 
the cellars of  Thurloe’s 
Mansion. They discovered 
remains of  the previous 
buildings, and uncovered 
remains from the Bishops’ 
Palace, the castle and even 
waterlogged remains, which 

may have pre-dated the 
Norman castle.

The investigation found 
proof  for the first time of  
the Bishops’ palace, which 
included walls beneath 
the vaults of  Thurloe’s 
Mansion upon which this 
later building had been 
constructed.

Portrait of  a Woman (thought to be Mrs Hart-Davis) British (English) School



In 1658 the castle was in a 
state of  terminal dilapidation 
and was sold to the Right 
Honourable John Thurloe, 
Cromwell's Secretary of  
State. He demolished it and 
replaced it with a house in 
the style of  the time called 
Thurloe’s Mansion. At the 
Restoration the property 
reverted to the bishops, and 
for many years was leased to 
local families.

In 1793 there was an Act 
of  Parliament to “enable 

the Lord Bishop of  Ely to 
sell the Castle of  Wisbech 
Saint Peter's, in the Isle 
of  Ely, in the County of  
Cambridge, and the Garden 
and appurtenances thereto 
belonging; and for applying 
the money to arise from such 
a sale in manner therein 
mentioned”.

It was bought by Joseph 
Medworth, a resident of  
Bermondsey, a former 
Wisbech Charity boy who 
had succeeded in business. 
He had plans to redesign 
this part of  the town centre 
and removed all the detached 
offices and commenced the 
erection of  the Crescent.

In 1811 Medworth offered 
the castle to the Corporation 
of  Wisbech as a replacement 
for the Grammar School. 
His plans were that a road, 
running from Lynn Road, 
via the canal and Horsefair, 
be opened up “forming a 
handsome approach into 
Wisbech from the Lynn 
Road in a direct line to the 

Market Place.”

However it was said that 
they held off  as they 
had hopes of  obtaining 
possession after Medworth's 
death at a reduced price, and 
the offer fell through.

“The capital burgesses 
of  that day, however, 
disapproved of  the plan, 
being fearful of  not having 
sufficient pecuniary means 
to purchase the castle, 
and carry into effect the 
improvements expected to 
be consequent thereupon. 
Their rejection of  it was, 
nevertheless, much to the 
regret of  many individuals, 
who wished the real welfare 
and improvement of  the 
town;
William Watson: An 
historical account of  the 
ancient town and port of  
Wisbech, 1833

Medworth, who had 
continued to develop 
the 5-acre grounds as a 
residential estate since 1793, 

John Thurloe



Thurloe’s Mansion: on close examination of  the drawing you can see architectural
items used in the current castle, as well as Castle Lodge in Museum Square.

Elements of  Thurloe’s Mansion survive in the present building as re-used doors, panelling and 
exterior stone lintels, and the cellars (vaults)



demolished Thurloe's house and erected the 
modern house fronting the west entrance 
into the church yard known as 'Wisbech 
Castle' in 1816 (some say in pique to the 
Corporations refusal). After disposing of  the 
surrounding ground for building, Medworth 
retained the castle itself  and the enclose 
garden for his own use.

On the death of  Medworth, the castle was 
bought by the Peckover family. Alexandrina 
Peckover gave part of  the site to the 
borough for a garden (now the Memorial 
Gardens).

The house was eventually sold to the last 
Chief  Education Officer of  the Isle of  Ely, 
Gordon Fendick. 

On his death in 1969, his widow gave the 
castle to the local education authority in 
memory of  her husband. The castle was 
then used as an educational resource centre 
by Cambridgeshire County Council.

On hearing of  the proposed disposal by 
Cambridgeshire County Council in 2016, 
concerns were raised that if  sold privately, 
any future access would be denied. Although 
the current building was built as a personal 
residence, it is felt that if  no future access 
could be guaranteed, this would go against 
the original purpose of  the gift by Mrs 
Fendick, which was for it to be as an 
educational asset for the town of  Wisbech.

Image taken from a film available at the east Anglian 
Film Archive http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/2977

The Crescent



Wisbech Castle is an asset of  Wisbech Town Council. 

Email: wisbech.castle@wisbechtowncouncil.org.uk

Tel: 01945 461333

Wisbech Town Council
Town Hall

1 North Brink
Wisbech

PE13 1JR
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