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WISBECH TOWN ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

12 JUNE 2017 – 7.30 pm – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBER 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Present: Councillor Tierney, Town Mayor; Councillors Mrs Cox, Hodgson, Miss Hoy, 

Human, Mrs MacRae, Oliver, Miss Oliver, Tibbs and Wing. 

Apologies: Councillors Balsevics, Bucknor, Mrs Bucknor, Hill, Rackley and Schooling. 

In attendance: Fourteen members of the public. 

A1/17   Welcome by the Mayor of Wisbech 2017/18 

The Mayor, Councillor Tierney, welcomed fellow councillors and other attendees to the 

Annual Assembly for the town of Wisbech. The Town Council’s Annual Report 2016/17 was 

distributed to attendees.  

In addition, the Mayor mentioned that he had hosted, on the evening of Mayor Making, a 

party/fundraising event in aid of the Mayor’s Charity Fund, as a result of which approximately 

£4,400 had been raised for the fund. He thanked all of those who made financial 

contributions and gave particular thanks to Councillor Tibbs and Mr Dain Johnson (a friend 

of the Mayor) for their very generous donations to the fund. 

Attendees noted the situation. 

A2/17   Minutes of the meeting of the Town Assembly held on 13 June 2016 

Members of the council decided, on the proposal of Councillor Oliver, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Cox, that the minutes of the Town Assembly held on 13 June 2016 be 

confirmed as an accurate record of that event. 

A3/17   Report of the Mayor of Wisbech 2016/17 

Attendees noted the content of the report from the Mayor of Wisbech 2016/17, Councillor 

Tibbs, as printed in the Town Council’s Annual Report 2016/17. 

A4/17   Report of the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 2016/17 

Attendees noted the content of the report from the Leader of Wisbech Town Council 

2016/17, Councillor Miss Hoy, as printed in the Town Council’s Annual Report 2016/17. 

A5/17   Presentations from community groups 

The Clerk to the Council reported that his office had made a “call out” to community 

groups/organisations, for them to have the opportunity to address attendees at the Annual 

Town Assembly but no such groups or organisations had availed themselves of that facility. 

Attendees noted the situation. 

A6/17   Public proposition – Wisbech Market Place 

The Clerk to the Council reported that one parishioner had submitted, by e-mail, a formal 

proposition for consideration at the Annual Assembly. The Clerk had forwarded a copy of 

that e-mail to Wisbech Town Councillors in advance of the Assembly. 
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The Clerk read to attendees the proposition, which reads as follows: 

“That, pending the formation of a Task and Finish Group in relation to the Market Place 

enhancement scheme and putting in place a long-term solution, Wisbech Town Council 

restores the seating in the central area of the Market Place to a layout similar to that which 

existed prior to the removal of the central plinth. 

It is not very pleasant to sit in one of the seats at one end of the centre with somebody sitting 

immediately behind you or close to piles of rubbish. In addition, the view approaching from 

Market Street is somewhat ugly; sometimes with the back of a market stall visible, 

sometimes with piles of rubbish and sometimes just plain bare. I think it would be wonderful 

and more scenic if the seats could be placed under each tree. There are seven benches and 

eight trees, so “Molly’s bench” (which is currently in storage) could be brought in. The 

Reading Tree could be positioned in the centre. 

I realise that Wisbech Town Council prefers the extra space to hold events but I would ask 

the council whether it is worth having the centre of the Market Place looking as it does for 

more than 360 days per year. 

I accept that, historically, market places are for trading and not for admiring but we live in 

modern times, where town centres need to look attractive as well as being functional”. 

In response to the proposition of the parishioner, the Leader of the Council, Councillor Miss 

Hoy, mentioned that the enhancement of the Market Place is a priority for Wisbech Town 

Council and would be embarked upon by a Task and Finish Group in the very near future; 

Councillor Miss Hoy stated that she would be happy for the parishioner who had made this 

proposition to be a member of the group. Councillor Miss Hoy added that, with regard to the 

cleanliness of the Market Place, the council had already invited tenders for a new contractual 

arrangement and it is anticipated that an improved service would be in operation soon. 

Attendees noted the proposition from the parishioner and the members of Wisbech Town 

Council decided that the comments and suggestions that she had made be taken into 

account by the council’s Assets Management Committee when discussing matters relating to 

the operation, management and enhancement of Wisbech Market Place. 

A7/17   Public participation 

(1) Wisbech North ward 

A member of the public mentioned that he and a number of other residents are of the 

opinion that the electoral ward which now has the name of “Waterlees Village” should 

revert back to its “historic” name of Wisbech North, as this is a more accurate 

description of that part of the town and it is a name to which residents of that area relate. 

In response, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that the naming of electoral wards for the 

town is not a function of Wisbech Town Council but a matter for the local Electoral 

Registration service, which is provided by Fenland District Council; the Clerk to Wisbech 

Town Council undertook to forward to the Electoral Services Manager at Fenland 

District Council the comments of the member of the public. 

Attendees noted the situation. 

(2) Wisbech Market Place 

 

A member of the public expressed the opinion that Wisbech Town Council should seek 

to acquire the length of public highway which is adjacent to the Market Place and runs 
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between the Norwich and Peterborough Building Society and Terry’s café, on the basis 

that it is nothing but a potential maintenance burden to Cambridgeshire County Council 

(as the Local Highway Authority) but would be an asset to Wisbech Town Council. 

 

In response, Councillor Miss Hoy commented that this suggestion would be considered 

by the Wisbech Market Place Task and Finish Group, for possible inclusion as part of a 

scheme of enhancement for Wisbech Market Place. 

Attendees noted the situation. 

 

Meeting finished at 7.40 pm 

 

Signed ………………………………………. (Town Mayor) 

 

Date ………………………………………….. 


